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Containing 


Their  Perfonal  Histories,  and  a  Detail  of  all 

their  Public  Services. 

Including 

A  new  and  accurate  Naval  History  from  the 
earlieft  Accounts  of  Time *,  and  clearly  prov- 
ing,  by  a  continued  Series  of  Fadts,  our  unin¬ 
terrupted  Claim  to,  and  Enjoyment  of,  the 
Dominion  of  our  SEAS. 


Interspersed 
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With  many  curious  Passages  relating  to  our  Disco¬ 
veries,  Plantations,  and  Commerce. 
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To  the  Honourable 


Sir  Charles  Hardy ,  Knt 

.  \ 

Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red 
Squadron  of  his  Majefty’s 
Fleet. 

SIR, 

FTER  taking  fo  much 
Pains  to  preferve  the 
Memoirs  of  great  Sea¬ 
men,  deceafed,  it  is  with 
the  utmoft  Pleafure,  that  I  tender 

A  2  this 


DEDICATION. 

this  Attempt  in  their  Favour,  to  one 
of  the  Worthieft .  Seamen  living  : 
The  Zeal  with  which  You  emulate 
their  Glory,  makes  it  your  Intereft 
to  patronize  whatever  tends  to  its 
Prefervation. 

'  I  , 

\  • 

YOUR  Merit  rendered  your  Pro¬ 
motion  agreeable  to  every  body; 
for  all  who  knew  You,  were  fen- 
hble,  that  as  fo  critical  a  Conjunc¬ 
ture  demanded  the  abJefl  Command¬ 
ers,  fo  in  none,  fuch  Tranfacfions 
could  fall  out,  as  would  tranfcend 
a  Capacity  like  Yours,  extenlive  in 
Knowledge,  and  fearlefs  of  Dan¬ 
ger.  -  .  ; 

f  ""A 

Jk  0  t  ~t  %  ••  tt  f  \  .** 

v  ,  „•  -•  1  ■“* 

I  fhould  not  have  prefumed  to 

offer  You  this  Hiftory  of  our  Naval 

,  Affairs 


dedication. 

Affairs,  if  I  was  not  confcious  of  its 
Impartiality ;  and  I  moft  heartily 
wi(h,  that  the  glorious  Actions  Yoit 

i 

perform,  in  the  prefent  juft  and 
neceffary  War,  may  be  celebrated  by 
a  more  elegant  Pen  ;  though  they 
never  can,  by  a  fmcerer  well-wifher 
to  your  Fame,  than  is,  . 

S  I  R, 

Your  moft  Humble, 

\ 

And  moft  Obedient  Servant 

y 


John  Campbell. 
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PREFACE. 

/ 

HIS  Volume  bringing  my  Work  to  a 
Conclujion ,  at  prefent ,  I  take  this  Op¬ 
portunity  of  putting  my  Readers  in 
mind. ,  that  I  have  all  along  purfued 
the  principal  Point  of  our  maintaining  the  Empire  of 
the  Sea,  and  never  fuffering  the  Honours  due  to  the 
Britifh  Flag,  to  be  flighted  or  refufed.  There  is  a 
Humour  that  prevails  of  late ,  of  turning  Things  of 
this  Sort  into  Ridicule ,  and  reprefenting  our  Anceflors 
as  a  wrong-headed  kind  of  People ,  who  facrificed 
their  Lives  about  whimflcal  Punttilio's,  which  is  the 
mofl  dangerous  Dodlrine  that  can  be  propagated  in 
a  Maritime  State,  where  all  depends  upon  Trade,  and 
Trade  depends  folely  upon  our  Naval  Power . 

I N  order  to  be  convinced  of  this,  we  need  only 
confider,  I.  That  if  thefe  Men  of  Wit  be  in  the 
right,  and  thefe  Points  of  Honour  about  our  Flag  are 
but  idle  I  hings,  yet  they  are  fe cured  to  us  by  Treaties ; 
and  therefore,  it  never  can  be  good  Policy  to  part 
with  them  unasked,  or  to  part  with  them  to  avoid  a 
W ar.  The  former  would  be  unpopular,  the  latter 
a  W eaknefs .  For,  II.  If  other  Nations  confider 
thefe  Prerogatives  as  Matters  of  mighty  Conference 9 
and  endeavour  to  wreft  them  from  us  *,  this  makes 

them 
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them  of  real  Confluence  to  us :  For ?  if  we  give  way ? 

r  *  »  . . 

from  that  Infant  we  ceafe  to  he  a  Maritime  Power? 
and  the  Lofs  of  our  Irade  will  foon  follow  that  of 
cur  Reputation. 

‘  A  T  prefent ?  we  have?  and  llejfed  he  G  0  D  that 

r  - 

we  have  it?  fuch  a  Naval  Power?  as  is  not  to  he 
heaten  by  any  that  can  he  brought  againfi  it.  We  are 
jufl  entering  into  a  general  War?  in  which?  beyond 
Quefiion?  it  is  the  Interefi  of  Great  Britain,  above  all 
\ Things ?  to  weaken  the  Force 3  and  defiroy  the  Trade 
cf  her  Enemies .  If  we  do  this  effectually?  the  War 
cannot  cofi  us  dear  ?  hut  if  we  do  not?  all  Advan¬ 
tages?  all  Acquifitions  on  the  Continent?  mufl  cofi  us 
more  than  they  are  worth.  By  acting  vigor oufy?  even 
if  our  Succefs  fhould  fall  fort  of  what  we  have 
Reafon  to  expeCt?  we  mufl  ruin  the  Enemy :  if  we  aCl 
faintly?  we  mufl  he  our  fives  undone.  Every  intelligent 
Perfon  knows  the  French  are  intent  on  raifing  a 
Maritime  Force  ;  and  that  the  Count  de  Maurepas 
has  countenanced  Books  written  againft  our  Dominion 
of  the  Sea  ?  we  on  the  other  Hand?  have  queflioned  the 
Influence  of  France  on  Land?  fo  that  the  Matter  is 
brought  to  an  Ijfue  :  and  I  hope  to  add  a  Fifth 
Volume  to  this  Work?  containing  our  Triumphs  over 
'the  com?non  Enemy?  and  the  eflahlifloing  our  juft  Rights 
cf  all  Kinds?  by  a  fafe?  honourable?  and  folid  Peace  ; 
and  then  my  Book?  and  the  public  Happinefs?  will  be 
equally  complete , 
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Including  a  new  and  accurate  Naval 
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CHAR  I. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  GREAT  BRITAIN, 
from  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  to  the  End 
of  the  Reign  of  Her  Majejly  Queen  ANNE. 


S  I  propofe  to  make  the  Union  of  the 
two  Kingdoms,  the  great  Event  from 
whence,  in  this  Volume,  I  fhall  deduce 
our  Naval  Hiftory  to  the  prefent  Times ; 
and  as  this  Event  in  itfelf  has  had  a  great 
Influence  on  the  Naval  Power  and  Commerce  of  this 
Nation ;  fo  I  think  I  cannot  adt  with  greater  Propriety, 
than  to  open  this  Chapter  with  an  Impartial  Account  of 
that  important  Tranladtion.  This,  I  take  to  be  the 

more  neceflary,  becaufe  almoft  ail  Hiftorians,  and  Me- 
Vol.  IV.  B 


/ 


moir- 
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moir-Writers,  have  given  Way  to  their  Paffions  and 
Prejudices,  in  what  they  fay  about  it ;  and  this  to  fuch 
a  Degree,  that  they  not  only  contradict  and  abufe  each 
other,  but  alfo  darken  Things  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
even  the  moil  intelligent  Reader  can  hardly  difcem  the 
Truth.  As  I  am  not  confcious  of  feeling  in  myielf  fo 


much  as  a  Spark  of  Party  Heat ;  as  1  have  fome  Relation 
to,  and  at  the  fame  Time  an  equal  Affection  for  both 
Countries,  without  the  leaf;  Biafs  in  Favour  6f  either,  I 
{hall  endeavour  to  give  a  clear,  fuccin<ft,  and  fair 'Account 


of  this  whole  Bufinefs  5  in  order  to  which,  1  fliall  be¬ 
gin  with  the  Motives  which  induced  the  Queen’s  Mi- 
niftry  to  pufli  this  Matter  fo  earneftly  at  that  Time  :  I 
{hall  next  confider,  the  Advantages  propofeu  to  each  Na¬ 
tion  from  this  Union,  which  will  confequently  oblige  me 
to  fay  fomewhat  of  the  Perfons  who  oppofed,  and  the 
Grounds  of  their  Oppofition  to  it ;  after  which,  I  fliall 
give  a  very  fliort  Detail  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  Conclu- 

fion,  and  Confequences  of  it.  ' 

I  t  had  -been  very  apparent  to  almoft  every  Englijh 
Minillry,  from  the  Time  the  two  Kingdoms  had  been 
v.nVto  one  Monarch,  that  fomething  was  want¬ 


ing  to  compleat  that  Strength  and  Harmony,  which  every 
reafonable  Man  looked  for  from  this  Conjunction  ;  nei¬ 
ther  was  it  long,  before  fome  able  Men  perceived  what 
it  was  that  would  produce  this  JEffe£t $  and  a  Union  ac¬ 
cordingly  was  propofed  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  I. 
It  was  defeated  then,  as  great  and  good  Defigns;  are  gene¬ 
rally  defeated,  for  want  of  public  Spirit.  The  King 
was  partial  to  his  Country-men,  and  the  Englijh  were 

partial  to  their  Country.  The  former  thought  it  his 

Duty 
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Duty  to  make  all  his  old  Dependants  Rich,  in  a  Manner 
not  over  juftifiable;  and  the  laft  defpifed  the  Poverty  of 
that  Nation  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  they  forgot  how 
far  their  own  Power  and  Riches  might  fuffer  from  fuch 

Treatment.  Under  King  Charles  I.  his  old  Hereditary 
Subjeds  departed  from  their  Duty  to  him,  and,  a  potent 

Fadion  in  England  inclining  the  fame  Way,  the  great 
Weight  of  thefe  Northern  Neighbours  was  foon  made 
but  too  Evident,  by  the  Murder  of  the  King,  and  the 
Deilrudion  of  the  Conflitutions  of  both  Kingdoms. 
After  the  Reiteration,  the  Politics  of  Charles  II.  took 
fuch  a  turn,  as  necefiarily  occafioned  all  Thoughts  of  a 
clofer  Union  between  the  two  Kingdoms  to  belaid  afide, 
it  having  been  a  Maxim,  during  his  Reign,  to  make  ufe 
of  one  Nation  to  awe  the  other.  The  unfortunate  Kins: 

j  O 

James,  fat  too  fhort  a  Time  on  the  Throne,  and  felt 
■  unzuy  Cares,  from  the  1  ime  he  afcended  it,  to  form 
any  Projeds  of  this  Nature,  though  otherwife,  much 
might  have  been  expeded  from  him^  for  he  was  certain** 
ly  a  better  Judge  himfelf,  of  the  Intereft  of  both  King¬ 
doms,  than  any  Prince  of  his  Line.  Some  Thoughts  there 
were  of  a  Union  in  the  Beginning  of  King  JVil Ham’s 
Time ;  but  the  Defign  was  dropped  from  the  Belief,  or 
the  Apprehenfion,  of  its  being  impradicable  a0 

B  2  The 


a  In  the  Text,  I  have  given  a  fuccind  Account  of  the  fe- 
veral  Defigns  formed  for  uniting  the  two  Kingdoms.  I  am 
not  ignorant,  that  there  were  other  Attempts  of  that  Nature  ; 
fuch  as  fn  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  in  the  Beginning  of 
that  of  King  William  ;  as  alfo  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Queen’s 
Reign  :  but  thefe  were  mere  Ads  of  State  Policy,  not 
founded  upon  any  fettled  Defign  of  bringing  about  fuch  a 

Thing  j 
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The  Lord  High  Treafurer  Godolphin,  one  of  the 
ableft  and  molt  prudent  Minifters  we  ever  had,  faw  very 
foon  the  Expediency  of  fuch  a  Union,  for  the  Public 
Service,  and  the  Neceffity  of  it,  for  his  own  Safety.  He 
faw  that,  without  this,  the  Hanover  Succeffion  could 
never  take  Place,  the  War  with  France  be  effectually 
carried  on,  or  the  new  Syftem  that  he  was  then  intro¬ 
ducing,  be  ever  eftablilhed  on  a  firm  Balls.  As  he  was 
far  from  affecting  the  Exercife  of  a  boundlefs  Arbitrary 
Power,  fo,  to  eltablilh  his  Influence  in  Scotland ,  he  had, 
through  the  Advice  of  fome  of  the  Statefmen  of  that 
Country,  given  way  to  the  palling  fome  ACts  of  Par¬ 
liament  there,  which  enabled  the  People  to  Hand  upon 
even  Ground  with  the  Englijh ,  and  put  it  in  their  Power, 

t  _ 

when  they  were  at  any  Time  crofled,  to  carry  Things 
very  high,  and  to  talk  much  higher  b.  In  order  to  rid 

himfelf 


Thing;  and  therefore,  as  the  Nature  of  this  Work  would  not 
allow  me  to  enter  into  a  ftrid,  Chronological  Dedudion  of  this 
Affair,  I  thought  the  befl  Thing  I  could  do,  was,  to  give  the 
Reader,  as  far  as  in  my  Power  lay,  a  true  State  of  the  Matter, 

in  the  fhorteft  Compafs  poffible. 

b  Whatever  other  Writers  may  affert,  this  was  undoubtedly 
the  Fad.  The  Englifh  Parliament  had  recommended  the  Sue- 
ceifion,I  mean  procuring  the  Hanover  Succeffion  to  be  fettled  in 
Scotland,  very  earneftly.  The  Parliament  of  Scotland,  inclined 
to  make  Ufe  of  this  Opportunity,  to  get  fome  favourable  Con¬ 
ditions  flipulated  for  their  Trade  ;  and  as  Quiet  was  at  that 
Time  very  neceffary,  and  in  the  Nature  of  the  Thing,  per¬ 
haps,  the  Defires  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  not  altogether 
unreafonable,  they  were  allowed  to  pafs  an  Ad,  by  which,  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown  was  limited,  and  Peace  and  War 
were  left,  not  only  to  the  Approbation,  but  to  the  Confent 
of  Parliament.  This,  with  another  Ad  impowenng  the 
Scotch  to  arm  themfelves,  alarmed  the  Englifli  Houle  of  Com¬ 
mons  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  Addrefs  the  Queen,  to  order 
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himielf  of  thefe  Difficulties,  the  Treafurer,  in  Conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Lord  Somers,  formed  the  Scheme  of  the 
Union,  which  they  refolved  fliould  not  be  a  temporary 
Expedient,  but  fuch  an  Aft  as  fliould  remove  all  their 
'Doubts  and  Fears  effeftually,  and  for  ever.  When  they 
had  fettled  this  Projeft  to  their  own  Satisfaction,  they 
took  the  Advice  of  fome  great  Men  of  the  other  King¬ 
dom,  particularly  the  Earl  of  Stair ,  a  Man  of  deep 
Abilities,  and,  in  all  the  Senfes  of  the  Word,  a  perfeft 
Politician.  He  gave  them  all  the  Lights  they  wanted  ; 
he  (hewed  them  how,  and  by  what  means,  his  Country¬ 
men  might  be  managed  >  he  pointed  out  fuch  as  would 
oppofe  it  heartily,  and  fuch  as  would  oppofe  it  only  till 
they  found  their  Account  in  defifting  from  that  Oppo- 
fition.  In  fliort,  he  gave  the  Plan  the  laft  Form,  and 
made  it  both  plaufible  and  practicable c. 

B  3  .  In 

the  Militia  of  the  four  Northern  Countries  to  be  difciplined, 
and  to  take  fome  other  Steps,  which  had  a  dired  Tendency 
to  plunge  the  two  Nations  in  a  War  The  Treafurer,  there¬ 
fore,  faw  himfelf  under  a  NecefTity  of  bringing  about  a  Union, 
to  avoid  thefe  mighty  Inconveniencies,  and  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  his  great  Scheme,  of  Ruining  the  Power  of  France  ; 
which  muft  certainly  have  mifcarried,  if  thefe  domeftic  Quar¬ 
rels  had  come  to  Extremities. 

c  This  Notion  of  the  Earl  of  Stair,  that  if  a  confiderable 
Number  of  the  Jacobites  could  be  brought  to  approve  this 
Meafure  as  Commiflioners,  they  would  be  forced  to  fecond  it 
in  Parliament,  was  extreamly  well  founded,  and  the  Event 
proved  it  fo.  For,  whatever  Ways  and  Means  were  made 
ufe  of  to  engage  the  high  Tories  in  this  Commiffion,  to  fign 
the  Articles  of  the  Treaty,  which,  (except  Mr.  Lockhart  of 
Carnwath,)  they  all  did  ;  yet  this  is  certain,  tnat  they  adnered 
to  their  Sentiments  in  Parliament,  and  pulhed  the  Affair  with 
Effed ;  fo  that,  if  we  coniider  that  it  brought  about  a  to- 
pl  Change  of  the  Conllicution,  inftead  of  being  amazed  at 
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In'  regard  to  the  Advantages  refulting  from  this  Mea- 
fare,  to  both  Kingdoms,  they  were,  in  the  Judgment 
of  the  Miniftry,  very  great ;  on  the  Side  of  England 
efpecially,  and  of  Scotland  apparently.  With  regard  to 
the  former,  the  Benefits  derived  from  it  were  real  and 
fubftantial ;  but  fome  of  them  were  fuch  as  it  was  not 
thought  proper  to  avow.  For  Example,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  England  could  never  be  fafe,  whilft  Scotland 
remained  an  independant  Kingdom,  at  Liberty  to  make 
Laws,  fet  up  trading  Companies,  or  raife  Forces  when¬ 
ever  file  thought  fit ;  nor  was  the  Succeffion  fafe,  while 
the  Parliament  of  Scotland  had  an  Indubitable  Right  to 
depart  from  that  Meafure,  and  a  ftrong  Party  was  actually 
formed  in  that  Country  for  doing  it.  An  entire,  abfo- 
lute,  and  uniform  Dominion  over  Scotland ,  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  Safety,  Power,  and  Commerce  of  England ; 
and  this  Dominion  could  be  attained  no  other  way.  The 
Danger  of  having  Princes  drawn  to  purfue  different 
Meafures  in  the  different  Kingdoms,  or  to  govern  in 
England  upon  the  Maxims  of  Northern  Miniflers,  the 
Mifchiefs  of  which,  had  been  feverely  felt,  and  through¬ 
ly  underflood,  from  the  Power  of  the  Duke  of  Lauder¬ 
dale  with  King  Charles  II.  which  lailed  during  Life, 
and  which,  without  difputing  how  far  it  was  right  or 
wrong,  enabled  the  King  to  maintain  his  Power  in  both 
Countries,  and  that  too  in  a  higher  Degree  than  was 
very  acceptable  to  a  great  Part  of  his  Subjects  in  either,  was 

yet 


the  Difficulties  it  met  with,  we  (hall  be  furprized,  that  they 
were  got  over  fo  eafily ;  efpecially  if  we  refled  on  the  Temper 
of  the  Nation  in  general,  and  the  great  Repugnance  it  snuft 
have  had  to  fome  particular  Points  in  this  Treaty, 
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yet  recent.  The  other  Motives  that  were  commonly  in¬ 
fixed  upon,  were  thefe,  viz.  The  Uniting  the  Xnterefts 
of  both  Kingdoms,  which  had  often  thwarted  each 
other,  and  thereby  giving  the  united  Kingdom,  or,  which 
was  the  fame  Thing,  E?igland ,  much  greater  Force,  and 
confequently  much  greater  Weight  Abroad  :  The  Con- 
veniency  of  bringing  both  Nations  under  one  Form  of 
Government,  the  Seat  of  which  muft  always  remain 
fixed  in  England ,  and  confequently  all  Advantages  ac¬ 
cruing  to  Scotland  for  the  future,  muft  be  drawn  to,  and 
centre  there :  The  extirpating  the  French  and  "Jacobite 
Intereft,  where  it  was  evidently  ftrongeft,  introducing 
the  Hanover  Succeffion,  fecuring  the  Proteftant  Intereft, 
giving  one  Turn  of  Mind  to  all  the  People  in  the  Ifland, 
putting  them  under  the  fame  Rulers,  the  fame  Taxes, 
and  the  fame  Prohibitions,  fo  as  to  have  but  one  politi¬ 
cal  Head,  with  a  due  Subordination  of  Members:  Thefe 
were  Confiderations  fo  high  in  themfelves,  and  of  fuch 
certainty  in  their  Confequences,  that  the  Bulk  of  the 
Englijh  Nobility  and  Gentry  were  no  fooner  acquainted 
with  them,  than  they  were  convinced  of  their  Utility, 
and  that  it  wfas  not  very  eafy  to  fet  the  Purchafe  at  too 
high  a  Rate  ;  efpecially,  when  they  considered  the  Mif- 
chiefs  to  which  they  had  been  expofed  in  former  Times 
from  the  want  of  fuch  a  Union.  The  Miniftry  had  a 
juft  Forefight  of  this,  and  gave  themfelves,  therefore, 
very  little  Trouble  about  preparing  their  Friends  in  Eng¬ 
land,  for  the  Reception  and  Execution  of  their  Scheme, 
becaufe  they  knew,  that,  whenever  it  was  propofed  and 
explained,  it  w7ould  make  its  own  way;  and  their  good 
Senfe,  and  right  Judgment  in  this  Management,  were 
fully  juftified  by  the  Event. 

B  4 


The 


8  NAVAL  HISTORY 

The  Advantages  propofed  to  Scotland ,  were  the  free¬ 
ing  that  Kingdom  from  all  the  Grievances  they  had  fo 
long,  and  fo  juftly  complained  of ;  fuch  as,  that  theirln- 
tereft  always  gave  way  to  that  of  England ;  that  their 
Concerns  Abroad  were  facrificed,  inftead  of  being  pro¬ 
tected  ;  that,  with  equal  Prejudice,  they  were  confidered 
fometimes  as  Subjects,  but  moftly  as  Foreigners  $  that 
they  were  difcouraged  in  carrying  on  their  Trade  and 
Manufactures  \  and,  in  fine,  continually  upbraided  with 
their  Poverty,  while  it  was  made  an  invariable  Maxim 
in  Englijh  Policy,  to  keep  them  Poor.  By  this  Union, 
it  was  propofed  to  make  them  one  Nation  with  the 
Englijh ,  and  to  admit  them  to  a  full  Participation  of 
their  Liberties,  Privileges,  and  Commerce ;  as  alfo  to  a 
Share  in  the  Government  and  Legillature,  and  a  per¬ 
petual  Conjunction  of  Interefts  at  Home  and  Abroad  ; 
fo  that  henceforward  the  Government  of  the  United 
Kingdom  would  be  equally  in  the  Hands  of  Perfons  of 
both  Countries,  which  would  prevent  Partiality  on  the 
one  Side,  and  take  away  many  Hardfliips  that  had  hither¬ 
to  been  felt  on  the  other.  In  Ihort,  it  was  infinuated, 
that,  for  the  Sake  of  Peace,  and  general  Security,  the 
Englijh  were  content  to  grant  their  Neighbours,  not  only 
as  good  Conditions  as  they  could  well  expeCt,  but  even 
better  than  they  could  reafonably  defire ;  and  that,  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  Friendfhipand  Afliftance  of  Scotland ,  the  People 
of  England  were  defirous  to  bury  in  Oblivion,  all  their 
former  Prejudices,  and  to  contribute  as  far  as  in  their 

i 

Power  to  fupport  and  enrich  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Northern  Part  of  the  Ifland,  and  to  treat  them  fo  favour* 
ably  ip  Point  of  Taxes,  as  that  they  fhould  have  Reafon 
,  ty 
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to  be  very  well  pleafed  with  the  Exchange  of  nominal 
Prerogatives,  for  real  and  weighty  Advantages. 

Such  as  oppofed  the  Union  in  Scotland,  were  either 
the  Friends  of  the  Stuart  Family,  or  fuch  as  were  dif- 
contented  under  that  Adminiftration.  The  former  were 
in  earneft  concerned  for  the  Dignity  and  Independancy 
of  the  Crown  of  Scotland ,  the  Honour  of  the  Nobility, 
and  the  Welfare  of  the  People,  confidered  by  them  as 
a  Nation  having  Interefts  feparate  from,  and  in  fome 
Cafes  oppolite  to,  thofe  of  the  Englifn .  Thefe  Men, 
upon  their  Principles,  heartily  dilliked  the  Union,  and 
had  Reafon  to  dillike  it d.  But  as  for  the  Malcon¬ 
tents, 


dBi(hop  Barnet’s  Reflections  upon  this  Subject,  which  he  un- 
derftood  as  well  as  any  Man,  deferve  the  Reader’s  Notice,  and 
Attention.  “  The  Treaty,  fays  be,  being  laid  before  the 
<c  Parliament  in  Scotland,  met  with  great  Oppofition  there.  It 
<c  was  vifible,  that  the  Nobility  of  that  Kingdom  fufFered 
<c  a  great  Diminution  by  it ;  for,  tho’  it  was  agreed  that 
“  they  lhould  enjoy  all  the  other  Privileges  of  the  Peers  of  Eng- 
“  land,  yet  the  greateft  of  them  all,  which  was  the  Voting 
“  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  reftrained  to  Sixteen,  to  be 
t(  eleCled  by  the  reft,  at  every  new  Parliament ;  yet  there  was 
“  a  greater  Majority  of  the  Nobility  that  concurred  in  Voting 
f<  for  the  Union,  than  in  the  other  States  of  that  Kingdom. 
tc  The  Commiflioners  for  the  Shires  and  Boroughs  were  almoft. 
<c  equally  divided,  tho’  it  was  evident  they  were  to  be  the  chief 
Gainers  by  it ;  among  thefe,  the  Union  was  agreed  to,  by 
<f  a  very  fmall  Majority :  It  was  the  Nobility  that  in  every  Vote 

*  turned  the  Scale  for  the  Union.  They  were  feverely  reflected 
on  by  thofe  who  oppofed  it ;  it  w?as  faid,  many  of  them  were 

“  bought  off  to  fell  their  Country,  and  their  Birthright.  All 
4e  tb°fe  who  adhered  inflexibly  to  the  Jacobite  Intereft,  propofed 
every  Step  that  was  made,  with  great  Vehemence;  lor  they 
few,  that  the  Union  ftuck  at  the  Root  of  all  their  Views 
and  Defigns  for  a  new  Revolution  :  yet  thefe  could  not 
have  raifed  or  maintained  fo  great  an  Oppofition  as  was 
now  made,  if  the  Prefbyterians  had  not  been  poflefled  with 

*  a  Jea-oufy»  the  Confequence  of  this  Union  would  be  the 
il  Change  of  Church-Government  among  them,  and  that  they 

"  would 


\ 


f 
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tents,  they  fet  up  Pretences  of  an  odd,  and  extraordinary 
Nature,  and  while  they  pretended  Zeal  for  the  Govern- 
merit,  alledged,  that  Scotland  would  be  prejudiced  by 
the  Union;  which,  according  to  their  Principles,  it  was 
impoffible  to  prove.  There  was  a  third  Party  in  Scot¬ 
land,  which  mu  ft  be  allowed  by  Men  of  all  Principles 
to  have  adled  with  great  Candour  and  Uprightnefs.  Thefe 
were  filled  the  Squadrone ,  and,  if  I  might  be  allowed  to 
tranflate  the  Word  into  Political  Englijh ,  I  fhould  call 
them  Old  IVhigs .  They  had  been  very  inflrumental 
in  the  Revolution,  and  were  Cordial  Friends  to  the 
Government;  but  from  Motives  of  State,  which  I  fhall 
not  take  upon  me  to  explain,  had  been  turned  out  of 
their  Places,  and  ill  enough  treated  during  this  P,eign. 
Thefe  Men,  however,  remained  firm  to  their  Principles, 
which  led  them  to  approve  and  promote  the  Union; 
and  they  did  it  with  great  Zeal.  Their  Arguments 
were  flrong  and  conclufive,  and  made  the  greater  Im- 
preffion,  becaufe  they  were  difinterefled.  There  was, 
as  is  ufual  in  Cafes  of  the  like  Nature,  a  good  deal  of 
Corruption  pradlifed ;  but  all  this  would  have  never  have 
carried  the  Point,  if  it  had  not  been  abetted  by  the  In- 
duftry  and  Zeal  of  thefe  Men.  The  Earl  of  St  air ,  who 
was  not  of  their  Number,  knew  this,  and  therefore  ad^ 
vifed  taking  in  them,  and  the  Country  Party,  into  the 

Commiflion 


“  would  be  (wallowed  up  by  the  Church  of  England.  This 
took  fuch  Root  in  many,  that  no  Afiurances  that  were 
“  offered,  couJd  remove  their  Fears.  It  was  infufed  in  them, 
“  chiefly  by  the  old  Dutchefs  of  Hamilton,  who  had  great 
“  Credit  with  them.  And  it  was  fuggefled,  that  fhe  and  her 
**  Son  had  particular  Views,  as  hoping  that,  if  Scotland  fliould 
4i  continue  a  feparated  Kingdom,  the  Crown  might  come  into 
“  their  Family,  they  being  the  next  m  Blood  after  Kirg 
“  James’s  Poilerity”, 
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Commiflion  for  fettling  that  important  Treaty ;  but  his 
Advice  was  followed  only  in  the  latter  Part,  which 
though  it  amazed  the  World  at  that  Time,  had  how¬ 
ever  the  Effedt  he  expedled  from  it,  and  was  one  great 
Caufethat  the  Affair  fucceeded  fo  well  as  it  did. 

All  Things  being  thus  fettled,  the  Queen,  by  her 
Commiffion,  dated  at  Kenfuigton ,  the  27th  of  February 
T706,  in  Virtue  of  Powers  granted  to  her  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  paffed  in  Scotland ,  appointed  thirty  Com- 
miffioners  on  the  Part  of  Scotland ,  and  on  the  10th  of 
April  following,  her  Majefty  appointed  as  many  Englijh 

Commiffioners.  This  Commiffion  was  opened  at  the 

:  *  0 

Cockpit ,  on  the  1 6th  of  Aprils  1706,  William  Cowpery 
Efq;  then  Lord  Keeper,  delivering  the  Senfe  of  the  En - 
glijh  Commiffioners,  and  the  Earl  of  Sc  a  fields  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  Scotland ,  adling  in  like  manner  on 
the  Part  of  their  Commiffioners.  On  the  firfl  of  May% 
the  Queen  paid  them  a  Vifit,  and  enquired  into  the  Pro- 
grefs  they  had  made.  About  a  Month  after,  flie  did  the 
fame  5  and  thefe  Inftances  of  Royal  Care,  had  fuch  an 
Effedl,  that  on  the  22d  of  July,  the  Commiffioners 
ligned  and  fealed  the  Articles,  which  were  prefented  to 
the  Queen  the  next  Day.  By  thefe  Articles,  which 
■were  in  Number  twenty-five,  the  two  Kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland  were  United,  under  the  Title  of 
Great  Britain ;  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  fettled  ;  one 
Parliament  eftablifhed ;  a  common  Enjoyment  of  Privi¬ 
leges  and  Commerce  ftipulated  \  Ships  built  in  Scotland \ 
admitted  under  the  Adi  of  Navigation;  an  equal  Diflri- 
bution  of  Cufloms  and  Excifes  fixed ;  the  Duties  upon 
Salt  regulated  $  the  Land-Tax  adjufled  in  the  following 

Proportion, 
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Proportion,  viz.  that  when  England  paid  1,997 >763/* 
S  s.  4  d.  4-  Scotland  fhould  pay  48,000  /.  and  fo  in  pro* 
portion ;  and,  as  an  Equivalent  (ox  Scotland's  being  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  Debts  of  England ,  there  was  granted  to  the 
former  by  the  latter,  the  Sum  of  398,085  /•  10  s.  to  be 
applied  to  the  Difcharge  of  the  Public  Debts  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland ,  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  African 
and  India  Company,  with  Intereft  at  5  per  Cent .  and 
for  the  Improvement  of  the  Manufadlury  and  Trade  of 
that  Part  of  the  Illand.  It  was  alfo  provided,  that  the 
Monies  and  Weight’s  of  Scotland ,  fhould  be  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  England  the  Scotch  Courts  of  Juftice 
were  preferved,  together  with  all  Heeditary  Offices, 
and  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  5 
the  Reprefen tative  of  Scotland  was  fixed  at  16  Peers, 
and  45  Commoners,  which,  though  fmall  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Englijh  Peers  and  Commoners,  yet  was 
high  in  Comparifon  of  the  Share  borne  by  Scotland ,  in 
the  Taxes ;  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  reft  of  the 
Peers  were  fully  fecured ;  fo  that,  except  fitting  in  the 
Houfe,  they  were  to  enjoy  all  the  Privileges  of  the  Peer¬ 
age  ;  and  all  the  Laws  of  either  Kingdom,  inconfiftent 
with  the  Union,  were  declared  Null  and  Voide. 

In 


e  The  Advantages  on  the  Side  of  Scotland,  were  fuch,  as 
enabled  thofe  who  fupported  the  Union,  to  fay  many  ftrong 
Things  in  its  Favour  ;  for  whereas,  when  England  paid  two 
Millions  by  way  of  Land-tax,  Scotland  was  to  pay  but  48,000 1 
yet  in  return  for  bearing  a  fortieth  Part  of  the  Expence,  they 
had  the  eleventh  Part  of  the  Legiflature  given  them  :  and  the 
Event  has  Ihewn,  that  the  Power  of  their  Members  m  a  Bntilh 
Parliament,  is  not  fo  inconfiderable  as  the  Enemies  of  that 
Treaty  reprefented  it  to  the  Parliament.  There  were,  befides, 
tome  other  ftrong  Motives,  which  induced  the  better  Part  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Scotland,  to  wilh  well  to  the  Union.  A 
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In  the  next  Seflion  of  Parliament  in  Scotland ,  the 
Union  was  carried,  though  not  without  great  Debates, 
and  fome  Protefts.  In  England ,  it  went  eafier.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  there  was  little  or  no  Oppofition  ; 
there  would  have  been  a  very  warm  one  in  the  Houle  of 
Lords,  but  it  was  prevented  by  the  Wifdom  of  Sir  Simon 
Harcourt ,  afterwards  Vifcount  Harcourt^  and  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  drew  the  A£t  fo,  that  it  would  admit  of 
no  Debate,  but  upon  the  general  Queftion,  whether  it 
Ihould,  or  fliould  not  pafs f.  It  was  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  * 

Com- 


<great  Part  of  the  Gentry  of  that  Kingdom,  who  had  been 
oft  in  England,  and  obferved  the  Protection  that  all  Men  had 
from  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  Security  that  it  procured 
4  againft  partial  Judges,  and  a  Violent  Miniftry,  entered  into 
theDefign  with  great  Zeal.  The  opening  a  free  Trade,  not 
only  with  England,  but  with  the  Plantations,  and  the  Protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Eleet  of  England,  drew  in  thofe  who  underltood 
thofe  Matters,  and  faw,  there  was  no  other  way  in  View,  to 
make  the  Nation  rich  and  confiderable.  Thofe  who  had  en¬ 
gaged  far  into  the  Defign  of  Darien,  and  were  great  Lofers  by 
it,  faw  now  an  honourable  Way  to  be  reimburfed ;  which  made 
them  wiih  well  to  the  Union,  and  promote  it. 

f  We  have  this  FaCl  from  Bifhop  Burnet,  who  lays  it  down 
in  a  very  clear  and  fatisfattory  Manner.  “  When  all  was 
**  agreed  to,  fays  he,  in  both  Houfes,  a  Bill  was  ordered  to 
Ci  be  brought  in,  to  enaCt  it,  which  was  prepared  by  Harcourt; 
“  with  fo  particular  a  Contrivance,  that  it  cut  off  all  Debates. 
et  The  Preamble  was  a  Recital  of  the  Articles,  as  they  were 
paffed  in  Scotland,  together  with  the  ACts  made  in  both  Par- 
6i  liaments,  for  the  Security  of  their  feveral  Churches ;  and,  in 
“  Conclufion,  there  came  one  ena&ing  Claufe,  ratifying  all. 
£(  This  put  thofe  upon  great  Difficulties,  who  had  refolved  to 
“  object  to  feveral  Articles,  and  to  infill  on  demanding  fome 
&c  Alterations  in  them  ;  for  they  could  not  come  to  any  Debate 
about  them  ;  they  could  not  objeCt  to  the  Recital,  it  being 
H  but  bare  matter  of  Fa£t;  and  they  had  not  Strength  enough  to 
^  oppofe  the  general  Enabling  Claufe,  nor  was  it  eafy  to  come 

at 
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Commons  by  a  Majority  of  274,  againft  160,  and  was  car* 
ried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  firlt  of  March ,  by  the 
late  Earl  of  Wilmington,  then  Spencer  Compton ,  Efq;  palled 
in  that  Houfe  by  a  Majority  of  55,  to  29,  and  on  the 
6th  of  March ,  the  Queen  came,  and  gave  her  Royal 
AfTent  >  upon  which  occafion  her  Majeity  delivered  her- 
felf  thus.  “  I  confider  this  Union,  as  a  matter  of  the 
<c  greateft  Importance,  to  the  Wealth,  Strength,  and 
cc  Safety  of  the  whole  Illand  j  and  at  the  fame  Time, 
“  as  a  Work  of  fo  much  Difficulty  and  Nicety  in  its 
<c  own  Nature,  that,  till  now,  all  Attempts  which  have 
been  made  towards  it,  in  the  Courfe  of  above  100 
*4  Years,  have  proved  ineffe&ual ;  and  therefore,  I  make 
4C  no  doubt,  but  it  will  be  remembred  and  fpoke  of 
44  hereafter,  to  the  Honour  of  thofe  who  have  been  In- 
44  itrumental  in  bringing  it  to  fuch  a  happy  Conclulion. 
<c  I  defire,  and  expect  from  all  my  Subjects,  of  both 
cc  Nations,  that  from  henceforth,  they  adt  with  all 
poffible  Refpedt  and  Kindnefs  to  one  another,'  that  fo 
“  it  may  appear  to  all  the  World,  they  have  Hearts 

44  difpofed 


«  at  particulars,  and  to  offer  Provifo’s  relating  to  them.  The 
“  Matter  was  carried  on  with  fuch  Zeal,  that  it  palled  through 
«  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  before  thofe,  who  intended  to  op- 
“  pofe  it,  had  recovered  themfelves  out  of  the  Surprize,  under 
“  which  the  Form  it  was  drawn  in,  had  put  them.  It  did  not 
«'  ftick  long  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  all  the  Articles  had 
«  been  copioufly  Debated  there  for  feveral  Days  before  the 
“  Bill  was  fent  up  to  them  ;  and  thus,  this  great  Defign,  fo 
long  wilhed  and  laboured  for  in  vain,  was  begun,  and  hap- 
“  pily  ended,  within  the  Compafs  of  nine  Months.  The  Union 
«  was  to  commence  on  the  HrH  of  May,  and  till  that  Time 
“  the  two  Kingdoms  were  Hill  diHindt,  and  their  two  Parlia- 
4t  ments  continued  Hill  to  fit”. 
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difpofed  to  become  one  People ;  this  will  be  a  great 
Pleafure  to  me,  and  will  make  us  all  quickly  fenfiblc 
of  the  good  Effefts  of  this  Union.  And  I  cannot  but 

-j  ,  «•»*..  .  t  %  , 

look  upon  it  as  a  particular  Happinefs,  that  in  my 
€C  Reign,  fo  full  a  Provifion  is  made  for  the  Peace  and 
€c  Quiet  of  my  People,  and  for  the  Security  of  our  Re- 
<c  ligion,  by  fo  firm  an  Eftablifhment  of  the  Proteftant 
Succeflion  throughout  Great  Britain .  Gentlemen  of 
*c  the  Honfe  cf  Commons .  I  take  this'  Occafion  to  remind 
tc  You  of  making  effectual  Provifion  for  the  Payment 
<c  of  the  Equivalent  to  Scotland ,  within  the  Time  ap- 
pointed  by  this  Aft,  and  I  am  perfwaded,  you  will 
fllew  as  much  Readinefs  in  this  Particular,  as  you 
have  done  in  all  the  Parts  of  this  great  Work.” 

_  '  ■  ?  i  !*  ■»  y  '<■  2 

It  is  certain,  that  the  pafling  the  Union  was  a  Mor¬ 
tal  Blow  to  the  French  \  and  it  is  no  iefs  certain,  that  the 
French  did  not  exert  themfelves,  as  they  might  have 
done,  to  prevent  it.  Yet,  I  am  far  from  thinking  with 
Bifhop  Burnet  (though  I  efteem  his  Account  of  the 
Union  very  much)  that  this  proceeded  from  an  abfo- 
lute  Inability,  and  that  they  did  not,  according  to  their 
common  Praftice,  try  the  Influence  of  their  Gold,  be- 
caufe  they  had  it  not ;  I  fay,  I  do  not  think  this,  becaufe 
I  apprehend,  Ifhall  be  able  to  fhew  the  contrary.  The 
true  Reafon,  then,  in  my  Judgment,  why  the  French 
were  fo  very  cool  in  this  Affair,  was  this ;  they  thought 
that,  though  the  Union  would  deflroy  their  Intereft  in 
Scotland  entirely,  if  it  could  be  eftablilhed,  yet,  that 
the  fuffering  that  Law  to  pafs,  was  the  likelielt  way  for 
them  to  defeat  it.  For  they  depended  upon  a  back  Game, 
and  looking  upon  it,  as  a  Thing  certain,  that  this  would 

throw 


\ 

6  NAVAL  HISTORT 

throw  Scotland  into  the  utmoft  Confufion ;  they  Pro¬ 
jected  an  Invafion,  not  with  any  Intention  of  fixing  the 
Son  of  King  James  upon  the  Throne  of  Scotland ,  but 
of  making  Ufe  of  him  to  excite  a  Civil  War  in  that  , 
Kingdom,  which,  they  apprehended,  would  at  leaft 
force  England  to  confent  to  the  Difiolution  of  the  Union, 
in  order  to  make  the  People  of  Scotland  eafy.  If  this 
liad  not  been  their  Scheme,  why  did  they  afterwards  at¬ 
tempt  the  Invafion  ?  If  want  of  Money  had  been  the 
only  Reafon  for  their  not  exerting  their  Influence,  how 
came  they  by  the  mighty  Sums  of  ready  Money,  which 
that  fruitlefs  and  foolilh  Invafion  coft  them  ?  I  have  now 
done  with  this  Affair  of  the  Union,  and  fhall  only  add 
my  Opinion  of  it  freely,  which  is,  that  both  Nations 
have  been  great  Gainers  by  it,  and  that  neither  have 
the  leaft  Caufe  to  complain  of  it.  If,  on  the  one 
Hand,  the  Inhabitants  of  North-Britain  have  not  pro¬ 
fited  as  much  by  it,  as  they  expected,  it  is  their  own 
Fault ;  for  without  Induftry  and  Application  to  Trade, 
it  is  impoflible  any  Nation  fhould  be  great  Gainers  by  it  £ 
and  on  the  other,  if  the  Englijh  repine  at  feeing  fo  many 
of  that  Nation  in  Civil,  Military,  and  Naval  Employ¬ 
ments,  they  are  blind  to  their  own  Interefts ;  for  it  is 
plain,  that,  by  afting  in  this  Manner,  thefe  Men  wafte 
all  their  Days  in  the  Service  of  England ;  whereas,  if 
they  applied  themfelves  to  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
they  might  live  happily  in  their  own,  and  enjoy  there, 
the  greateft  Freedom  and  Independancy. 

The  War  had  now  continued  long  enough  to  make 
both  Sides  very  weary  of  it,  and  yet  the  French  were 
not  fufficiently  humbled,  to  think  of  Peace  on  the 

Terms 
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Terms  preferred  to  them.  On  the  contrary,  they 
found  Means  this  Campaign  to  bring  more  Troops  into 
the  Field  than  had  hitherto  appeared  ;  which  obliged  the 
Allies  to  make  as  great  Augmentations  to  oppofe  them. 
In  fhort,  as  the  Maritime  Powers  bore  the  large  ft  Share 


in  the  Expence,  and  reaped  the  lead  immediate  Benefit 
from  the  Continuance  of  the  War,  it  was  refolved  to 
make  the  utmoft  Efforts  this  Year  to  put  an  End  to  it. 
With  this  View,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Englijh  Miniflry,  concerted  feveral  Schemes 
for  pufhing  the  Enemy  on  all  Sides,  particularly  in  Spain, 
in  Italy,  and  even  in  their  own  Country ;  and  this, 
Specially,  by  the  help  of  the  great  Maritime  Power  we 
then  had  in  the  Ado dit  crane  an  It  would  lead  us  into 
frequent  and  unneceffary  Repetitions,  if  we  fliould  enter 
here  into  a  Detail  of  thefe  Projedls,  and  therefore,  to 
avoid  fuch  Inconveniences,  we  will  fpeak  of  each  in  its 
Turn,  and,  as  near  as  may  be,  in  the  order  of  Time  in 
which  they  were  undertaken. 

In  refpedt  to  the  War  with  Spain,  an  Opinion  be¬ 
gan  to  prevail  in  England ,  that  it  was  neglected,  chiefly 

Vol.  IV.  C  becaufe 


f  It  is  very  furprifmg,  that  France,  after  fuch.  a  Series  of 
Misfortunes,  fliould  be  able  to  make  the  Figure  that  fhe  did 
this  Year.  The  Truth,  however,  Ferns  to  be,  that  her  ab¬ 
solute  Power  gave  her  great  Advantages  over  the  Allies,  The 
Emperor’s  confenting  to  the  Evacuation  of  Italy,  without  Jo 
much  as  confuting  either  Great  Britain  or  Holland,  was  the 
gr-,.at  Souice  of  King  Philip’s  Succefs  in  Spain  ;  and  whoever 
conuders  attentively,  the  hrench  Schemes  tor  carrying  on  this 
Campaign,  will  eafily  difeern,  that  they  mull  have  met  with 
the  like  Succefs  every  where  elfe,  if  it'  had  not  been  for  our 
Expedition  agaJnft  Toulon.  Quincy,  Biftoire  Miiitaire, 
om.  v.  p.  2“ i.  Memoires  de  la  Forces,  Tom.  v.  p.  60. 
Limiers,  Tom.  iii.  p.  250. 
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becaufe  it  was  conceived  the  Miniftry  found  it  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  pufh  this,  and  the  War  in  Flanders  at  the 
fame  Time.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough ,  knowing  how 
injurious  this  Notion  was  to  his  Reputation,  advifed  the 
carrying  on  the  'War  in  Spain  this  Year,  with  the  ut- 
moft  Spirit ;  the  rather,  becaufe  of  a  great  Reinforce¬ 
ment  of  Englijh  and  Dutch  Troops,  had  been  lately 
fent  thither:  and  it  was  very  well  known,  that  Sir 
Chudepy  Shovel ,  would  negleft  nothing  that  might  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Advancement  of  the  Service.  The  Army, 
under  the  Command  of  the  Ea.rl  of  Galway,  was  very 
early  in  the  Field,  and  promifed  great  Things;  but, 
whether  his  Abilities  were  unequal  to  fuch  a  Command, 
as  fome  have  fuggefted  ;  or  as  others  alledge.  King 
Charles  ruined  his  own  Affairs,  by  marching  back  with 
a  great  Body  of  Troops  into  Catalonia ;  fo  it  was,  that 
about  the  middle  of  the  Month  of  April,  the  Earl  of 
Galway  found  himfelf  under  the  dreadful  Neceffity,  at 
leaft  as  he  imagined,  of  either  ftarving,  or  fighting  a 
fuperior  Army.  Accordingly,  on  the  14th  of  April, 
the  Earl  of  Galway,  with  about  16,000  Men,  ventured 
to  give  Battel  to  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  who  had  24,000; 
and  of  thefe,  near  8000  Horfe  and  Dragoons,  that  were 
very  fine  Troops.  The  Englifi  and  Dutch,  were  at 
firft  Vidorious,  and  broke  through  the  Enemy  twice; 
but  the  Portugueze  behaved  very  ill,  or  rather  did  not 
behave  at  all,  which  gave  the  Enemy  an  Opportunity 
of  Flanking  the  Englijh  and  Dutch,  of  whom,  about 
10,000  were  killed  or  taken  Prifoners.  The  Earl  of 
Galway  retired  with  the  broken  Remains  of  his  At  my, 

which,  however,  nothing  could  have  laved,  but  the 

timely 
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timely  Appearance  of  our  Fleet h.  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel 
knowing  the  Diftrefs  our  Army  was  in,  through  the 
Want  of  almolt  every  Neceflary,  lent  Sir  George  Byng, 
with  a  ftrong  Squadron,  to  the  Coaft  of  Spain  for  their 
Relief.  Sir  George  failed  on  the  30th  of  March ,  and 
coming  off  Cape  St.  Vincent ,  on  the  15th  of  April,  he 
received  there  the  News  of  our  Defeat. 

He  foon  after  received  a  Meilage  from  Lord  Galway , 
acquainting  him  with  the  Diftrefs  he  was  in,  and  delir- 
ing,  that  whatever  he  brought  for  the  Ule  of  the  Army, 
might  be  carried  to  Tortofa ,  in  Catalonia,  to  which  Place 
his  Lordlhip  defigned  to  Retreat,  and  that,  if  poffible,  he 
would  lave  the  lick  and  wounded  Men  at  Denia,  Gandia , 
and  Valencia,  where  it  was  intended  the  Bridges  of  Boats, 
and  all  ■  hings  that  could  be  got  together, 
Ihoujd  be  put  on  Board.  Accordingly,  he  t-  >ok  Care  of 
the  fick  and  wounded  Men,  and  fent  them  to  Tortola, 
where  the  Lord  Galway  propoled  to  make  a  Stand  with  the 
poor  Remains  of  the  Army.  This  Service  employed  Sir 
George  Byng  almoft  the  whole  Month  of  April,  and 
then  he  was  in  daily  Expectation  of  being  joined  by  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel,  from  Lifbon,  either  on  that  Part  of  the 
Coaft  of  Spain ,  or  at  Barcelona,  whither  he  was  de- 
ligned  *.  Thus  all  the  great  Things  that  were  hoped  for, 
from  the  Augmentation  of  our  Forces  in  Spain,  were 
abfolutely  difappointed;  and  this  chiefly,  through  the  unac¬ 
countable  Mifmanagement  of  that  Prince,  for  whofe 

^  2  Service 
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Service  thefc  hazardous  Expeditions  were  undertaken. 
Let  us  now  turn  our  Eyes  to  Italy ,  where  we  fhall  find 

a  Scene  much  of  the  fame  Nature. 

The  firft  Defign  that  was  formed  upon  7 ' onion ^  by 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  is  faid  to  have  been  concerted  with 
the  famous  Earl  of  Peterborough  ;  but  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  finding  that  Nobleman  had  no  longer  any  great 
Credit  at  Court,  he  changed  the  Scheme  entirely,  and 
concerted  by  his  Minifters  at  London  a  new  one,  with 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  k.  This,  to  fay  the  Truth, 
was  the  belt  laid  Defign  during  the  War,  if  we  except 
the  March  into  Germany ,  which  had  this  Advantage 
over  it,  that  it  was  not  only  laid,  but  executed,  by  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough .  The  taking  Toulon,  if  it  could 
have  been  effected,  would  have  for  ever  deftroyed  the 
Maritime  Power  of  France  ;  rendered  her  utterly  in¬ 
capable  of  carrying  on  any  Commerce  with  the  Spanijh 
America ,  and  have  diftrefied  her  to  fuch  a  Degree  at 
Home,  as  muff  have  produced  a  Peace,  even  upon 

worfe  Terms  than  had  been  preferred  to  her.  All 

Things 


k  This  is  a  very  dark  and  perplexed  Affair  ;  and,  for  any 
Thim>  I  can  perceive,  moll  of  our  Hiftorians  are  at  a  Lois 
about5  it.  The  Truth  of  the  Matter,  to  me,  feems  to  be 
this.  The  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  Prince  Eugene,  firft  propofed 
attacking  Toulon,  to  the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  who  there¬ 
upon  wrote  to  his  Court  about  it.  In  tne  mean  T.  ime,  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  had  propofed  the  fame  Thing  to  Count 
Maffey  Abroad,  and  afterwards  concerted  the  whole  Scheme 
wTth  that  Minifler,  and  Count  Briar^on,  at  London.  The 
J)uke  of  Savoy,  however,  did  not  think  fit  to  acquaint  the 
Earl  of  Peterborough,  that  this  Project  was  laid  afide  ;  and 
this  it  was,  if  I  conjecture  right,  that  created  all  this  Con- 

fuiion. 
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Things  were  fo on  fettled  between  us  and  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  ;  he  could  not  undertake  fuch  an  Expedition  with¬ 
out  large  Supplies  of  Money,  and  thefe  we  both  pro- 
mifed  and  paid  him-:  Yet,  even  this  would  not  have  en¬ 
gaged  him  in  fo  hazardous  an  Attempt,  if  we  had  not 
given  him  the  ftrongeft  Aflurances,  that  our  Fleet  too 
fhould  conftantiy  attend  him;  which  were  likewife  punc¬ 
tually  fulfilled.  The  firli  ill  Omen  that  appeared,  was, 
the  Refolution  taken  by  the  Emperor,  to  make,  at  this 
Juncture,  when  his  Forces  in  Italy  fhould  have  been 
employed  in  promoting  our  Defign,  the  Conqueft  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples .  In  vain  our  Minifters  repre- 
fented  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  the  mighty  Things  we 
had  dene  for  him  and  his  Family ;  the  great  Impor¬ 
tance  of  the  prefent  Undertaking  to  the  common  Caufe, 
and  the  Certainty  of  his  acquiring  Naples  after  this  Ex¬ 
pedition  was  over.  In  vain  were  the  like  Applications 
from  the  Dutch  •  and  in  vain  the  Earl  of  Manchejler9 s 
Journey,  and  the  Queen’s  Letter  to  difuade  him  from 
that  ill-timed  Attempt,  though  written  in  the  ftrongeft 
Terms,  and  by  her  own  Hand.  He  alledged,  that  fuch 
AiTurances  had  been  given  to  his  Friends  in  Naples ,  that 
fomething  fnould  be  immediately  done  for  their  Service, 
that  it  w^as  impoflible  for  him  to  defift,  and  therefore, 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  Applications,  Count  Daun  had 
Orders  to  march  with  12,00c  Men,  part  of  the  Troops 
that  (hould  have  been  employed  in  the  Expedition  againft 
Toulon ,  to  invade  that  Kingdom  ;  which  he  accordingly 
performed  k 

C  3  The 


r  1  Biihop  Burnet  reflects  upon  this  Step  taken  by  the  Em¬ 
peror,  very  feverdy ;  and,  I  think,  with  great  juflice.  But  the 

'i  Emperor 
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The  Duke  of  Savoy,  notwith {landing  this  Difap- 
pointment,  continued  firm  in  his  Resolution,  and  it  was 
refolved  to  profecute  this  great  Defign,  with  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  the  Englijh  Fleet.  Accordingly,  Sir  Cloudejley 
Shovel  having  joined  Sir  George  Byng,  near  Alicanty  failed 
for  the  Coaft  of  Italy ,  and  on  the  5th  of  June,  came 
to  an  Anchor  before  Finals  with  a  Fleet  of  forty-three 
Men  of  War,  and  fifty-feven  Tranfports.  Prince  Eugene 
went  thither  to  confer  with  the  Admiral  j  and  foon  after 
the  Fleet  failed  for  Nice ,  where,  on  the  29th  of  the 
fame  Month,  the  Admiral  had  the  Honour  to  entertain 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  Prince  Eugene ,  moft  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Officers,  together  with  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Mi- 
nifters,  on  board  his  own  Ship,  'Ehe  AJJociation  m.  After 
Dinner,  they  held  a  Council  of  War,  and  therein  it  was 
refolved  to  force  a  Paflage  over  the  Far,  in  which  the 
Englijh  Admiral  promifed  to  affift.  On  the  laft  of  June , 
this  daring  Enterprize  was  undertaken,  to  the  great  A- 
flonifnment  of  the  French,  who  believed  their  Works 
upon  that  River,  to  be  impregnable  5  and  fo  indeed  they 


Emperor  went  yet  further  ;  for  he  fent  fuch  Oiders  to  Prince 
Eugene,  to  avoid,  on  all  Occafions,  expofing  hi§  Troops  that 
were  to  be  employed  in  the  I  oulon  Expedition,  as  proved  one 
great  Caufe  of  the  Mifcarriage  of  the  Allies  before  that  City. 

m  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  though  he  was  not  one  of  the 
Politeft  Officers  we  ever  had,  fhewed  a  great  deal  of  Prudence 
in  the  magnificent  Entertainment  he  made,  upon  this  Occafion. 
The  Duke,  when  he  came  on  board  The  Afibciation,  found  a 
Guard  of  Halberdiers,  in  New  Liveries,  at  the  great  Cabbin- 
Door.  At  the  upper  End  of  the  I  able  was  fet  an  armed  Chair, 
with  a  Crimfon-Velvet  Canopy.  The  Table  confifted  of  fixty 
Covers,  and  every  T  hing  was  io  well  managed,  that  his  Royal 
Highnefs  could  not  forbear  faying  to  the  Admiral  at  Dinner 
Jf  your  Excellency  bad  paid  meaVifit  at  Turin,  I  could 
"  fgaree  have  treated  you  fo  well, 
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had  proved,  to  any  Forces  in  the  World,  except  Englijh 
Seamen.  The  prefent  Sir  John  Norris ,  with  fome 
Britijhy  and  one  Dutch  Man  of  War,  tailed  to  the 
Mouth  of  the  River,  and  embarking  600  Seamen,  and 
Marines,  in  open  Boats,  entered  it,  and  advanced  with¬ 
in  Mufket-Shot  of  the  Enemies  Works,  making  fuch  a 
terrible  Fire  upon  them,  that  their  Cavalry,  and  many 
of  their  Foot,  aftonifhed  at  an  Attac  they  never  fufpedted, 
began  to  quit  their  Entrenchments,  and  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  by  their  Officers  to  return.  Sir  Cloudefley 
Shovel ,  who  followed  Sir  John  Norris  to  the  Place  of 
A&ion,  no  fooner  faw  this  Confufion,  than  he  ordered 
Sir  John  to  land  with  the  Seamen  and  Marines,  in  or¬ 
der  to  flank  the  Enemy.  This  was  performed  with  fo 
much  Spirit,  and  Sir  John  and  his  Seamen  fcampered  over 
the  Works,  the  French  thought  inacceffable,  fo  fuddenly, 
that  the  Enemy,  ftruek  with  a  Panic,  threw  down  their 
Arms,  and  fied  with  the  utmoft  Precipitation.  The  Duke 
of  Savoy  immediately  purfued  this  Advantage,  and  in.  a 
iingle  half  Hour  paffied  that  River,  which,  in  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  belt  Officers  in  his  Army,  had,  without  this 
Affiftance,  proved  the  Ne  plus  Ultra  of  his  Expedition11* 

C  4  On 


n  It  may  not  be  amifs,  to  cite,  on  this  Occafion,  the  Words 
of  the  Difpatch,  received  from  the  Confederate  Camp,  July 
14.  N.  S.  as  they  are  printed  in  the  London-Gaz^tte,  No. 
4352.  “  The  Admiral  himfelf  followed  Sir  John  Norris  to 

“  the  Place  of  A&ion,  and  obferving  the  Diforder  of  the  Ene- 
“  my,  commanded  him  to  put  to  Land,  and  flank  them  in 
ee  their  Jntrenchments.  His  Men  advanced  in  fo  undaunted  a 
4f  Manner,  that  the  Enemy,  fearing  to  be  furrounded,  marched 
“  out  of  their  Works,  and  retired  with  great  Precipitation. 
“  His  Royal  Highnefs  having  received  from  the  Admiral,  an 
Account,  that  we  were  in  Pofleifion  of  the  Enemies  Works, 

“  oruered 
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On  the  2d  of  July,  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  Prince 
Eugene ,  with  the  Britifh  Envoy,  and  Sir  ^fobn  Norris? 
dined  again  on  board  the  Admiral ;  and  after  Dinner* 
they  entered  into  a  Conference,  wherein,  upon  mature 
Deliberation,  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  declare5 
that  fince  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain ,  had  earneftly  re¬ 
commended  to  him  the  marching  diredlly  to  Toulon , 
without  lofing  Time  in  the  Siege  of  any  Place  of  lefs 
Importance,  he  was  refolved  to  comply  with  her  Majefty’s 
Propofal,  and  hoped  for  a  good  Conclusion  of  the  Af¬ 
fair,  through  the  Continuance  of  her  Majefty’s  Friend- 
fhip  and  Affiftanee,  which  had  encouraged  him  to  un¬ 
dertake  it.  The  Army  of  the  Allies  confifted  of  about 
35,000  Men,  all  enured  to  Hardfhips,  commanded  by 
Officers  of  the  greateft  Experience,  and  of  the  higheft 
Reputation,  fupported  by  a  numerous  Fleet,  command¬ 
ed  by  an  Admiral  of  known  Courage  and  Condudt, 
who,  upon  all  Occaficns,  (hewed  the  utmoft  Zeal  for 
the  Service,  and  particularly  in  this  laft  Conference, 
where  the  Duke  of  Savoy  having  obferved,  that  even 
after  Toulon  was  taken,  himfelf,  and  his  Army  might 
find  it  impradicable  to  retreat ;  the  Admiral  replied,  44  I 
“  hope  better  Things  from  your  Royal  Highnefs’s  For- 
C4  tune  ;  but,  if  there  (hould  be  any  Appearance  of  fuch  a 
“  Thing’s  happening,  your  Highnefs  may  rely  upon  me, 
ct  I  will  take  Care  to  fupply  a  fufficient  Number  of  Tranf- 

44  ports 


“  dcred  his  Troops  to  pafs  the  River,  which  they  did  with  fo 
“  great  Eagernefs,  that  above  a  hundred  Men  were  driven 
“  down  by  the  Violence  of  the  Stream,  and  ten  of  them 
“  drowned  ;  which  was  all  the  Lots  we  fullained,  in  forcing  a 
“  Pafs,  where  we  exp^Ted  the  moft  vigorous  OppofitionT 

« - Thus  we  fee  this  whole  Affair  was  effected  by  Englifh 

Sailors. 
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£C  ports  to  embark  ail  your  Troops”.  The  Duke  thanked 
him  for  his  generous  Offer  ;  told  him,  he  relied  chiefly 
on  the  Afliftance  he  expected  from  him,  and  that,  if  he 
would  repair  to  the  Iflands  of  Hieres ,  he  fhould  not 
long  remain  there,  before  he  had  Advice  of  the  Armies 
being  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Toulon ,  and  that  then 
he  fhould  expert  to  fee  the  Fleet  in  the  Road  °. 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  Confufion  into  which 
this  March  of  the-  Duke  of  Savoy ,  threw  the  French . 
Toulon  was  not  in  any  State  of  Defence  ;  they  had  no 
Troops  in  that  Part  of  the  Country;  they  fcarce  knew 
whence  to  bring  them.  They  had  then  in  the  Port,  a 
better  Fleet  than  they  have  been  Mailers  of  fince ;  be- 
fides,  twenty-five  Frigates,  Fire-Ships,  and  other  Veffels, 
of  the  fame  Size,  all  of  which,  they  were  fenfible,  were 
in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  being  deftroyed  p.  In  this  Di- 

Itrefs, 


0  Thus  far,  all  Things  went  well,  becaufe  all  Parties  were 
agreed  ;  but  from  this  very  Moment,  the  Bufmefs  began  to  be 
clouded.  The  Duke  of  Savoy,  what  ever  the  Reafon  was, 
did  not  make  the  Expedition  he  might  have  done  ;  for  though 
he  began  his  March  from  the  Var,  on  the  3d  of  July,  yet  he 
did  not  arrive  before  Toulon  till  the  15th.  But. when  heVound 
it  necefiary  to  make  his  retreat,  he  did  it  with  much  greater 
Expedition,  for  though  he  began  it  on  the  12th,  he  reached 
the  Var  by  the  19th. 

?  I  take  this  from  the  London- Gazette,  No.  4357,  in  which 
there  is  the  following  Lift  of  large  Men  of  War,  then  in  that 
Port. 
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ftrefs,  Lewis  XIV.  fhewed  lefs  pretence  of  Mind,  than 
on  any  other  Occafion  in  his  whole  Reign ;  for  he  con- 
defcended  to  recall  the  belt  Officer  in  France ,  whom  he 
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had  Difgraced,  I  mean  the  Marfhal  C  a  tin  at  ^  in  order  to 
confult  him  ;  and,  after  taking  his  Advice,  was  prevail¬ 
ed  upon  by  Female  Intrigues,  to  trull  the  Execution  of 
an  Affair  of  fuch  Importance,  to  the  Marfhal  de  TeJJl, 
who  had  fo  notorioufly  blerniflied  the  Honour  of  the 
French  Arms,  by  railing  the  Siege  of  Gibraltar .  T o  fay 
the  Truth,  the  Zeal  of  his  Subjects  contributed  more  to 
the  prefer  vation  of  the  Place,  than  either  the  Monarch’s 
Care,  or  the  Skill  of  his  Generals  ;  for  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry  of  the  adjacent  Provinces,  did  not  content  them- 
felves  with  Arming  and  Marching  thither  their  Tenants 
and  Servants,  but  even  Coined  their  Plate,  and  Pawn’d 
their  Jewels  to  raife  Money  to  Pay  the  Workmen  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Fortifications,  which  were  carried  on  with 
fuch  amazing  Alacrity,  that  in  three  Weeks  Time,  the 
Town,  as  well  as  the  Port,  was  in  a  pretty  good  State  ; 
and  they  had,  befides,  in  the  Neighbourhood  three  in¬ 
trenched  Camps,  which  however,  was  all  owing  to  the 
dilatorinefs  of  the  Allies*3, 

Sir  . 


q  One  need  not  wonder  at  the  Surprize  the  French  Court 
was  in,  when  the  Defign  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  was  no  longer 
to  be  doubted  ;  Toulon  was  then  in  fuch  a  Situation,  that  ^  if 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  had  marched  expeditiouffy,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  conceive  how  his  Enterprize  could  have  mifcarried.  They 
did  not  begin  to  fortifie  the  City,  ’till  he  pall  the  Va*r,  and  it 
was  the  7th  of  Auguft,  N.  S.  before  M.  Teffe  arrived  there. 
Four  Days  fooner,  would  have  given  his  Royal  Highnefs  Pollef- 
fion  of  Toulon,  without  a  Blow,  unlefs  the  French  had  been 
mad  enough  to  have  Hood  a  Storm  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  the  Dif- 
pute  mull  have  been  over  in  a  few  Hours.  As  it  was,  tne 
Duke  of  Savoy  found  the  Enemy  as  ilrong  as  him felfi  they  had 
6,opo  Men  in  the  Town,  and  24,000  in  the  Neighbourhood 

1  •  j  1  ■  1  T  X  *  _  d,  the  Generals 

differed,  his  Royal  Highnefs  fent  Orders  to  Prince  Eugene,  to 

poffefs 
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Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  with  the  Fleet  under  his  Com¬ 
mand  failed  for  the  Hieres ,  after  having  made  all  the  ne- 
ceffary  Difpofitions,  for  fecuring  a  fafe  and  conftant  In- 
tercourfe  between  the  Army,  and  the  Dominions  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  upon  which,  the  Succefs  of  the  whole 
was  thought  to  depend.  It  was  the  1 5tfe  of  July  before  the 
Siege  of  Toulon  was  formed,  and  on  the  17th  Admiral 
Shovel  Landed,  and  affifted  at  a  Council  of  War,  in 
which  many  Demands  were  made  on  the  Fleet  for  the 
Service  of  the  Army  3  and  the  Admiral  promifed  all 
that  was  in  his  Power,  which  he  accordingly  performed. 

V  ' 

One  hundred  Cannon  were  landed  from  the  Fleet  for  the 
Batteries,  with  two  hundred  Rounds  of  Powder  and 
Shot,  and  a  confiderable  Number  of  Seamen  to  ferve  as 
Gunners  3  and  Cordage,  Nails  and  Spikes,  with  all  other 
Things  wanting  for  the  Camp  (for  indeed  they  were  but 
poorly  furnifhed)  were  fupplied  from  the  Ships  3  lo  that 
Affairs  had  a  very  good  Face  till  the  4th  of  Augujl,  when 
early  in  the  Morning  the  Enemy,  making  a  vigorous  Sal¬ 
ly,  forced  moft,  or  all  of  the  People  out  of  the  Works, 
and  took  Poffeffion  to  the  Right,  where  they  continued  ^ 
all  Day,  and  upon  their  going  off  deftroyed  them,  draw¬ 
ing  away  eight  or  ten  Guns  into  the  Town  3  in  which 
A&ion  there  were  Killed  and  Wounded  on  the  Duke  of 
Savoy's  fide,  above  eight  hundred  Men,  among  whom 

were 


po  fiefs  himfelf  of  Mount  St.  Ann,  which  he  refufed  to  do, 
becaufe,  as  I  have  obferved,  the  Emperor  had  ordered  him  not 
to  expofe  his  Troops.  Foul  Weather  too  prevented  the  r*eet 
from  landing  Artillery,  and  Ammunition  ;  in  all  this  1  ime,  tne 
Enemies  Force  was  encreafing,  fince  the  Allies  never  hau  it  m 
their  Power  to  inveil  Toulon, 
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were  the  Prince  of  Saxe  Gotha ,  and  fome  Officers  of 

Diftindion.  This  Attempt  being  made  with  fuch  Nam- 

•  * 

hers,  it  put  the  Troops  under  great  Apprehend ons,  and 
the  Generals  were  of  Opinion,  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  carry  on  the  Siege,  fmce,  while  the  Duke  of  Savoy’ s 
Army  Decreafed,  the  Enemy  gather’d  Strength,  info- 
much  that,  on  the  6th  of  AugujT; ,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
deflredthe  Admiral  would  immediately  embark  the  Sick 
a&d  Wounded,  and  take  off  the  Cannon,  in  order  to 
his  railing  the  Siege,  which  from  this  Time  was  turned 
only  to  a  Cannonading  and  Bombardment.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  alfo  informed  him,  that  hepurpofed  to  decamp 
the  10th  in  the  Morning,  and  delired  that  the  Fleet 
might  accompany  the  Army  as  far  as  the  Var ;  which  be¬ 
ing  done,  it  was  propofed  to  carry  the  Duke,  Prince  Eu- 
gens,  and  the  Troops  which  could  be  fpared  for  Service 
in  that  Country,  on  board  the  Fleet  to  Spain:  but  fmce 
there  was  not  any  thing  determined  in  this  Affair,  the 
Admiral  foon  after  fhaped  his  Courfe  down  the  Streighis , 
we  fhall  fee  hereafter r. 

The 


r  Many  Reafons  were  afligned  for  the  railing  this  Siege : 
1  fhall  mention  only  a  few.  It  was  Paid,  that  Sir  Cloudefley 
Shovel  difgufted  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  by  detaining  the  Payment 
of  his  Subfidies,  which  were  due  on  his  palling  the  Var.  I 
apprehend,  however,  this  Fad  could  not  be  true,  fmce  the 
Admiral  failed  the  next  Day ;  and  therefore,  he  mull  either 
have  paid  the  Money,  or  his  Royal  Highnefs  would  not  have 
fiirred  a  Foot  further.  Bilhop  Burnet,  fays,  the  Duke  was 
afraid  of  getting  to  Toulon  before  the  Fleet,  and  in  that 
cafe,  he  would  have  wanted  Provifion?;  all  our  Gazette's  contra- 
did  this,  and  lays  that  it  he  had  arrived  there  fooner,  he  mult 
have  taken  the  Place,  and  all  the  French  Magazines.  I  think 
there  are  three  Suhhantial  Reafons  which  can  not  be  difputed,  and 

which 
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The  very  day  the  Army  began  to  March*  thd  Fleet 
drew  as  near  the  Place  as  poflible,  and  five  Bomb-Veflels 
fupported  by  the  light  Frigates,  and  all  the  Boats  of  the 
Men  of  War,  under  the  Command  of  Rear-Admiral 
DilkeSj  advanced  into  the  Creek  of  Fort  St.  Lewis ,  and 
notwithftanding  a  prodigious  Fire  from  the  Place,  bom¬ 
barded  the  Town  and  Harbour,  from  Noon  till  five  the 
next  Morning,  and  this  with  all  the  Succefs  that  could  be 
expedted.  By  this  means  the  Land-Army  had  time  to  quit 
their  Camp  at  La  Valette ,  which  they  did  in  five  Co¬ 
lumns  in  great  Safety,  the  Enemy  having  fomething  elfe 
to  do  than  to  purfue  them  ;  and  as  to  any  Attempts  after¬ 
wards,  his  Royal  Highnefs  put  them  pretty  much  out  of 
their  Power  by  Marching,  in  two  Days,  as  far  as  in  his 
Approach  to  the  Place  he  had  Marched  in  Six.  This  End 
had  the  famous  Siege  of  Toulon ,  from  whence  the  Con¬ 
federates  hoped,  and  the  French  feared  fo  much.  To 
fpeak  impartially,  one  may  fafely  fet  the  Faults  of  both 
Generals  againft  each  other.  If  the  Duke  of  Savoy  had 
arrived  a  Week  fooner,  he  had  carried  his  Point :  And  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  Marlhal  Teffi  had  underftood  his 
Bufinefs,  as  well  as  Marfiial  Catinat ,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
had  returned  without  an  Army s.  After  all,  this  Bufinefs, 

though 


which  fufiiciently  account  for  the  Failing  of  this  Defign.  Fir#, 
the  want  of  1 2,000  Xmperialifts,  which,  as  I  have  laid,  were 
fent  to  Naples.  Secondly,  the  Difagreement  betwixt  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  Prince  Eugene.  Thirdly,  the  Treafonable 
Correfpondence  held  by  the  Countefs  of  Soifions,  Siiler-in-Law 
to  the  Prince,  and  the  Duke’s  near  Relation,  of  which  we  have 
an  Account  in  the  London  Gazette,  N°.  4368. 

s  Tins  is  the  Opinion  of  all  the  French  Writers,  and  feems 
to  be  founded  on  Truth  ;  for  it  is  certain,  that,  except  the  Lofs 
his  Royal  Highnefs  fuftained  by  fo  quick  a  March,  and  the 

Defertioia 
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though  it  mifearried  in  the  main,  proved  of  great  Service 
to  the  Allies,  and  had  many  happy  Confequences,  which 
perhaps  ought  to  ballance  the  Expence  of  it ;  for  bcfides 
the  great  Damage  the  French  fuUained  in  their  Shipping  ; 
the  burning  and  deftroying  of  eight  of  their  Capital  Ships; 
the  blowing  up  feveral  Adagazines ;  the  burning  cf  a- 
bove  160  Houfes  in  Toulon ,  and  the  Devaluations  com¬ 
mitted  in  Provence  by  both  Armies,  to  the  value  of  thirty 
Millions  of  French  Livies ;  this  Enterprize  (which 
itruck  a  greater  Terror  throughout  all  France ,  than  had 
been  known  there  during  the  -whole  Reign  of  Lewis 
XIV.)  brought  this  further  Advantage  to  the  Common 
Caufe,  that  it  gave  a  great  Diverfion  to  the  Enemies 
Forces,  whereby  their  Army  in  Germany  was  weakned  ; 
the  Duke  of  Orleans’s  Progrels  after  the  Battel  of  AU 
manza ,  retarded  in  Spain  the  fuccouring  of  Naples  pre¬ 
vented  ;  and  the  Conquefls  of  the  Allies  in  Italy  fecu- 
red.  I  mufr  obferve  further,  that  as  no  Prince  in  the. 
World  knew  better  than  the  Duke  of  Savoy  how  to  re¬ 
pair  Faults,  and  recover  pall  Mifcarriages ;  fo  he  gave 
on  this  Occafion  a  noble  Proof  of  his  high  Spirit,  and 
great  Prefence  of  Mind,  by  invefling  the  important  For- 
trefs  of  Suza,  which  furrendered  at  Difcretion,  on  the 
24th  of  September ,  and  thereby  gave  him  an  open  Paf- 
fage  into  Dauphine ,  at  the  fame  Time,  it  enabled  him 
to  (hut  the  French  effectually  out  of  his  Dominions r. 

The 


Defertion  that  attended  it,  he  was  very  little  incommoded  by 
the  Purfuit  of  the  Enemy  ;  and  yet  the  Siege  and  the  Retreat 
are  laid  to  have  colt  him  1 3,000  Men.  Hiiloire  Militaire,  par 
M.  Quincy,  Tom.  v.  p.  366.  Memoires  de  la  J  orres,  Tom. 
v.  p.  67.  Hiftoire  de  Louis  xiv.  Tom.  v.  p  44.1. 

Burchet  s  Naval  Hiltory,  Com  pleat  Hiitory  of  Europe, 
lor  1707,  Burnet,  Gldmixon,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  See, 
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Our  Admiral  not  a  little  chagrin’d  at  the  Mifcarri- 
age  of  an  Expedition  upon  which  he  had  fet  his  Heart, 
after  having  affigned  Sir  ' Thomas  Dilkes  a  Squadron  of 
thirteen  Sail  for  the  Mediteranean  Service,  failed  with  the 
reft  of  the  Fleet  from  Gibraltar .  On  the  23d  of  Off  fi¬ 
ber ,  he  had  90  Fathom  Water  in  the  Soundings,  in  the 
Afternoon  he  brought  the  Fleet  too  and  lay  by.  At  fix 
in  the  Evening  he  made  Sail  again,  and  flood  away  un¬ 
der  his  Courfes,  whence  it  is  prefumed,  he  believed  he 
faw  the  Light  of  Scilly  ;  foon  after  which  he  made  Sig¬ 
nals  of  Danger,  as  feveral  other  Ships  did.  Sir  George 
Byng  was  then  lefs  than  half  a  Mile  to  the  Windward  of 

1 

him,  faw  the  Breaches  of  the  Sea,  and  foon  after  the 
Rocks,  called,  the  BiJJ:op  and  his  Clerks ;  upon  which, 
the  Admiral  Struck,  and  in  two  Minutes  there  was  no¬ 
thing  more  of  him,  or  his  Ship  feen.  Befides  the  Ajj'o- 
ciation ,  The  Eagle ,  Captain  Robert  Hancock  of  70  Guns, 
and  The  Romney ,  Captain  William  Coney  of  50  Guns 
perifhed  :  The  Firebrand  Firejbip  was  loft  likewife  ;  but 
Captain  Piercy  who  commanded  her,  and  moft  of  the 
Company  fa ved  :  The  Phcznix  Firejhip ,  commanded  by 
Captain  Sanfom  ran  aftiore  ;  but  was  happily  got  off  a- 
gain.  The  Royal  Anne ,  in  which  Sir  George  Byng  bore 
his  Flag,  was  faved  by  the  Prefence  of  Mind  of  the  Of¬ 
ficers  and  Men,  who  in  a  Minute’s  time  fet  her  Top-fails, 
when  fhe  was  within  a  Ship’s  Length  of  the  Rocks.  Lord 
Durjley  in  The  St.  George ,  ran  as  great  Hazard,  and  was 
faved  by  mere  Accident ;  he  ftruck  on  the  fame  Rocks 
with  Sir  Cloudefley ,  and  that  Wave  which  beat  out  the 
Admiral’s  Lights,  fet  his  Ship  afloat.  The  Day  after 
this  unhappy  Accident,  fome  Country  Fellows  took  up 
Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel's  Body,  ftripp’d  him,  and  buried  him 
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in  the  Sand ;  but  the  Boats  Crew  of  the  Salisbury ,  and 
the  Antelope  having  difcovered  ir,  dug  him  up  again,  put 
his  Corps  on  Board  The  Salisbury,  by  whom  it  was 
brought  home  to  Plymouth  on  the  28th  of  October,  con¬ 
veyed  thence  to  London ,  and  buried  with  great  Solemni¬ 
ty  in  Wcjlmi njler- Abbey,  where  a  magnificent  Tomb 
was  foon  after  erected  to  his  Memory u. 

REAR-Arimiral  Dilkes,  with  the  Squadron  appointed 
for  the  Mediterranean  Service,  foiled  from  Gibraltar  on 
the  5th  of  October,  in  order  to  have  efcorted  a  Convoy 
of  Troops,  and  Pro.vifions  from  Italy  to  Catalonia.  But 
when  he  was  tome  Leagues  Weft  ward  of  Barcelona ,  he 
received  feveral  Exprefibs,  defiring  that  he  would  enter 
that  Port,  his  Catholick  Majefty  having  fome  Matters 
ofgieat  Confequence  to  communicate  to  him.  The 
Admiral  accordingly  repaired  thither,  and  found  that 
the  principal  Point  in  View  with  his  Catholick  Majefty 
was,  the  Redudlion  of  the  liland  of  Sardinia,  and  the 
Defence  of  the  Catalonian  Coafts.  The  Propofition  made 
by  his  Majefty,  not  fquaring  with  the  Orders  Sir  Thomas 
Dilkes  had  already  received,  he  found  himfelf  under  a 
neceffity  of  waving  in  the  beft  manner  he  could,  com¬ 
plying  with  what  his  Catholick  Majefty  defired  ;  and 
fince  the  Care  of  tne  embarkation  in  Italy,  was  parti¬ 
cularly  recommended  to  him,  by  his  Jnftrudtions,  he 

V“-  IV-  D  failed 
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“We  (hall  have  oration  to  fpeak,  hereafter,  more  at  lame 
of  this  unfortunate  Event,  when  we  come  to  the  Memoirs  of 
th.s  Aamiral.  i  here  were  near  nine  hundred  Perfons  on  board 

^fcc'atlon.  when  t!e  "’as  loll,  and  rot  a  Soul  efcaped. 
ihe  Chaplain  happened  to  go  on  board  another  Ship  fhac 
.corning,  in  order  to  Admimlter  the  Sacrament  to  fome  dying; 
People,  and  by  this  means  his  Life  was  r  ' 


* 
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failed  from  Barcelona  on  the  2d  of  November ;  but  meet¬ 
ing  with  hard  Gales  of  Wind,  his  Squadron  was  lepa- 
rated,  and  could  not  join  again  before  the  14th,  when, 
being  off  of  Cape  Corfica ,  he  received  a  Letter  from 
the  King  of  Spain ,  which  contained  an  Account  of  the 
Lofs  of  Lerida ,  and  of  the  great  Danger  of  Tortofa  and 
Terragona.  He  arrived  at  Leghorn  the  19th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  but  met  in  the  Road  with  fo  terrible  a  Storm,  that 
alm oft  every  Ship  in  his  Squadron  fuffered  by  it.  At  his 
coming  into  the  Road,  he  demanded  a  Salute  of  feventeen 
Guns,  which  was  refufed  him :  upon  this,  he  wrote 
to  her  Majefty’s  Minifter  at  the  Court  of  the  Grand 
Duke,  who  complained  of  this  Piece  of  Difrefpcct. 
The  Secretary  of  State  fent  him  foon  after  an  Anfwer, 
importing,  that  the  Caftle  of  Leghorn  never  Saluted  a- 
ny  Flag  under  the  degree  of  a  Vice-Admiral  firft ;  and 
therefore  Sir  Thomas  Dilies,  being  a  Rear-Admiral  only, 
had  no  Right  to  expert  it ;  and  as  to  the  Number  of 
Guns,  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  was  content  with  Eleven, 
and  returned  the  fame  Number*.  On  the  ill,  of  De¬ 
cember,  this  Difpute  being  adjufted,  he  was  invited  a- 
fhoar,  and  died  a  few  Days  afterwards  of  a  Fever, 
caufed,  as  moft  People  imagined,  by. an  Italian  Dinner. 

Upon  his  Deceafe,  the  Command  devolved  on  Cap¬ 
tain  Jafper  Hides,  who  was  the  next  Senior  Officer,  and 

who  failed  from  Leghorn  to  the  Coaft  of  Genoa,  where 

embarking 


w  The  Court  of  Tufcany  was  all  along  mamfeilly  partial  to 
the  French,  and  this  Demand  of  Sir  Thomas  Rilkes,  was  found¬ 
ed  upon  feme  extraordinary  Civilities  that  had  been  pai  to 
French  Flags.  The  Seamen  always  looked  upon  the  Admiral  as 
a  Martyr  for  the  Honour  of  his  Country,  and  I  wonder  that 
■  nobody  has  touched  on  this  Matter  in  Print.  See  Burc.het  * 
TMsvai  Hiflory.  p.  7.3b. 
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embarking  the  Troops  at  Vado,  a  little  Town  to  the 
Weftward  of  Savona ,  he  efcortec)  them  fafely  to  Spain, 
and  then  proceeded  with  his  Squadron  to  Li/bon,  where 
he  received  Orders  to  put  it  in  the  bell  Condition  he 
could,  againll  the  Arrival  of  Sir  John  Leake ,  who  was 
coming  with  the  Title  of  Admiral,  and  Commander  in 
Chief  for  England.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve, 
that  this  Year  the  Enemy  had  a  conliderable  Force  in  the 
Mediterranean ,  which  relieved  their  Party  in  the  Eland 
of  Minorca ,  and  did  other  Services  in  thofe  Parts ;  but 
it  was  in  a  manner  by  Health,  and  in  the  Abfence  of 
our  Fleet,  which,  as  the  Reader  has  feen,  was  then  be¬ 
fore  Toulon.  I  Ihall  conclude  this  Subjedt  with  obferv- 
mg  that,  how  ill  foever  our  Affairs  went  in  Spain ,  it 
was  owing  entirely  to  the  Difputes  amongtl  our  Land- 
Officers,  and  the  Mifmanagements  induced  thereby  : 
Tor,  at  Sea,  all  Things  went  well ;  our  Fleets  and  Squa¬ 
drons  did  all  that  could  be  expedled  from  them,  and  it 
feemed  to  be  our  Misfortune,  that  it  was  not  in  their 
Power  to  do  all  that  was  to  be  done*.  If  it  had,  we 
had  certainly  carried  our  Point,  and  King  Philip,  in 
fpight  of  all  the  great  Succours  he  received  from  his 
Grand-father,  had  been  obliged  to  quit  his  Preteniions 
fo  Spain ,  and  the  Indies.  But,  as  Bilhop  Burnet  has 
Ihewn,  the  Aujlrian  Politics  at  this  Jundlure,  fell  in 
with  the  French-,  and  yet  we  continued  to  ferve  that  Au- 

guft  Houfe,  not  only  at  the  Expence  of  our  IntereH, 
but  as  it  were  in  fpight  of  their  Teeth  A 


D  2 


Before 


< 

>—  Trance  finding  they  could  not 


nvn  Words.  “  The  Court  of 
prevail  on  the  King  of  Sweden, 

“  made 
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Before  I  return  to  the  Confideration  of  Affairs 
nearer  Home,  it  will  be  proper  to  fay  fomething  as  to  a 
fecret  Treaty  between  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain ,  and 
King  Charles,  III.  of  Spain ,  that  was  the  real  Source 
of  fome  very  great  Events,  which  afterwards  happened, 
though  there  is  very  little  mention  made  of  this  Treaty 
in  any  of  our  Hiftories.  Mr.  Stanhope ,  afterwards  Earl 
Stanhope,  and  a  great  Minifter  here,  then  managed  Her 
Majefty’s  Affairs  with  King  Charles.  He,  reprefentmg 
the  Zeal  with  which  Great  Britain  had  always  fupport- 
ed  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  the  immenfe  Expence  Ihe 
had  been  at,  in  order  to  eftablifh  him  on  the  Throne  of 
his  Anceftors,  prevailed  on  him,  partly  out  of  Gratitude, 
and  partly  from  a  Senfe  of  the  Neceflity  he  lay  under, 
of  depending  Hill  on  our  Protection,  to  conclude  fecretly 
a  Treaty  of  Commerce,  extreamly  favourable  for  the 
Subjects  of  Britain,  and  which,  in  cafe  that  Prince 
had"1  been  firmly  eftablifhed  on  the  Throne  of  Spain, 
muft  quickly  have  reimburfed  the  Nation  all  fhe  had  laid 
out  for  the  Service  of  his  Catholic  Majefty.  By  it,  the 
Englijh  alone  w'ere  intrufted  with  the  Barbary  Trade, 
and  were  to  import  into  all  the  Maritime  Places  in  Spain, 
fuch  kind  of  Goods  from  thence,  as  fliould  appear  to 


them 


Philip  fliould  keep  Spam,  and 
“  thought  the  Court  of  Vienna  w 
“  entertained  ;  but  tne  other  Ah 
(f  that  they  made  no  Steps  towarc 
did  what  they  could  to  confounc 
«  paign,  for  they  ordered  a  Deta 
“  march  from  the  Army  in  Lome 
“  Naples,  Sc c* 


Lombardy,  to  the  Kingdom  or 
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them  proper,  and  without  paying  any  higher  Duty, 


than  if  thofe  Goods  were  actually  the  Growth  and  Mer¬ 


chandize  of  Great  Britain .  The  Englijh  Merchants 
refiding  in  Spain ,  were  to  give  Security  for  their  Duties, 
and  were  to  pay  them  fix  Months  after  the  Goods  were 


landed,  and  fold.  A  new  Book  of  Rates  was  to  be  efta- 


blifhed,  and  all  Merchandizes,  only  omitted  therein,  were 
to  pay  feven  per  Cent  ad  valorem ,  according  to  the  In¬ 
voice.  Thefe  Advantages  were  in  themfelves  very  great ; 
but  there  were  frill  greater  fecured  by  a  feparate  Article,  in 
which  it  was  flipulated,  that  the  whole  Commerce  c  f 
the  Spani/b  Weft- Indies  fhould  be  carried  on  by  a  joint 
Company  of  Spanijh  and  Britijh  Merchants :  but  becaufe 
this  could  not  be  immediately  carried  into  Execution,  fince 
Spain  and  the  Indies  were  then  in  the  Hands  of  King 
Philip ,  it  was  further  ftipulated,  (as  far  as  King  Charles 
could  confent)  that  her  Britannic  Majeity  fhould,  ter 
the  prefent,  trade  freely  in  all  the  Ports  of  the  Weft* 
Indies ,  with  ten  Ships,  each  of  the  Burthen  of  500  Ton, 
under  the  Efcort  of  as  many  Ships  of  War  as  her  Ma- 
jefty  fhould  think  proper.  France  was  to  be  for  ever 
excluded  from  this  Commerce  j  and  if,  at  any  Time 
afterwards,  either  of  the  contracting  Parties  fhould  de¬ 
part  from  this  Agreement,  then  they  were  to  forfeit  all 
the  Advantages  granted  them  by  this  Treaty  ;  which  was 
figned  the  10th  of  July,  1707,  by  the  Mimfters  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  and  Mr.  Stanhope  z. 


D  3 


The 


z  Some  People  have  affected  to  doubt,  whether  thc’e  ever 


was  fuch  a  Treaty  as  this  ;  but  that  was  only  at 
when  there  was  a  Necefiity  or  keeping  it  kcret. 
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The  Pcrfon  who  was  entrufted  to  carry  this  impor¬ 
tant  Treaty  to  London ,  embarked,  for  the  greater  Ex¬ 
pedition,  on  hoard  a  final  1  VefTel  bound  for  Genoa ,  which 
Vei  was  unluckily  taken  by  a  French  Privateer.  The 
F.rprefs,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  Cafes,  threw  his  Mail  over 
beard  ;  but,  the  French  Captain  promiiing  a  confiderable 
Reward,  in  cafe  it  could  be  recovered,  a  Negro  Slave 
undertook  to  dive,  and  bring  it  up ;  which  he  perform¬ 
ed,  and  it  was  immediately  tranfmitted  to  the  Marquis 
de  Torci ,  the  French  King’s  Minifter  for  foreign  Affairs, 
who  took  Care  to  fend  a  Copy  of  it,  very  fpeedily,  to 
the  Hague ,  where  it  made  a  great  Impreffion  on  the 
States-General ,  though  they  did  not  think  fit  to  complain 
'of  it,  but  contented  themfelves  with  giving,  as  far  as 
they  were  able,  fuch  a  Turn  to  the  War,  as  might  ren- 
vt or  it  beneficial  to  themfelves;  and  ever  after  affifted  his 
Catholic  Majefty  but  cooly,  and  no  farther  than  they 

Were  obliged  by  Treaty.  It  afterwards  was  converted 

into 


Swift,  who  wrote  The  Condud  of  the  Allies,  and  who  had  as 
2;ood  ? Lights  as  any  Writer  of  that  Time,  fays  a  little  difin- 
?enuoufly.  “  Our  Trade  with  Spain  was  referred  the  fame 
d  Way  ;  but  this,  they  will  pretend  to  be  of  no  Confequence, 
«  becaufe  that  Kingdom  was  to  be  under  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  we  have  already  made  a  Treaty  with  King  Charles.  I 
have  indeed  heard  of  a  Treaty  made  by  Mr.  Stanhope  with 
fs  that  Prince,  for  fettling  our  Commerce  with  Spam  :  but, 
whatever  it  were,  there  was  another  between  us  and  Holland, 
“  which  went  hand  in  hand  with  it.  I  mean  that  of  Barrier, 
tr  wherein  a  Claufe  was  inferred,  by  which  all  Advantages 
«  propofed  for  Britain,  are  to  be  in  common  with  Holland.” 
Swift’s  Miscellanies,  vol.  viii.  p.  3-  The  Obfervation  I 
would  make,  is,  that  the  Fa&  here  laid  down,  is  by  no  means 
true:  the  Barrier  Treaty,  and  this  with  Spam,  could  not  be 
carried  on  together,  fince  the  one  was  figned  the  ioth  of  July, 
1707,  and  the  other  on  the  29th  of  Odober,  1709.  As  to 
the  Treaty  itfelf,  the  inquifitive  Reader  may,  if  he  pieaies, 

confult  Lamberti,  Vol.  iv.  p.  592, 


I 
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intoaReafon  for  concluding  a  Negotiation  very  favourable 
to  their  Trade  with  the  Dutch ,  wherein,  amongft  other 
Things,  it  was  agreed,  that,  whatever  Advantages  we 
fhould  obtain  from  Spain ,  the  Dutch  fhould  enjoy  the 
like;  which  Treaty,  if  it  was  ever  intended  fhould  be 
fairly  executed,  would  have  been  very  injurious  to  us, 
fince,  while  we  bore  the  whole  Burthen  of  the  War, 
it  would  have  taken  from  us  all  Hopes  of  Recompence 
in  Time  of  Peace,  fince  to  fhare  the  Spanijh  Trade 
with  the  Dutch  by  Treaty,  was  very  little  better  than 
agreeing  to  give  it  up  to  them  in  a  fhort  Space  of  Time a. 
This  Secret  Negotiation  had  ftill  further  Confequences, 
fince  it  gave  the  French  an  Opportunity  of  fuggefting 
in  a  feparate  Treaty,  that  Article  upon  which  the  South- 
Sea-Company  is  founded,  and  without  the  Affiftance  of 
which,  the  intelligent  Part  of  Mankind  know  very  w7ell 
the  Peace  of  Utretcht  could  never  have  been  made, 
or  the  Public  Debts  be  brought  into  that  Situation  in 
which  we  now  find  them  b.  From  thefe  Remarks  on 
fecret  Treaties,  let  us  return  now  to  the  open  Opera¬ 
tions  of  the  War. 

D  4  At 


a  I  have  here  attempted  to  explain  the  Matter,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  fairly,  and  naturally,  by  making  part  of  the  Barrier 
Treaty,  a  Confequence  of  the  Dutch  being  acquainted  with 
our  Secret  Treaty  ;  though,  perhaps,  at  the  Negotiation  of  the 
Barrier  Treaty,  it  might  not  be  mentioned  in  direct  Terms. 
For  the  Affairs  of  our  Miniftry  began  then  to  be  pretty  much 
perplexed,  and  the  natural  Confequence  was,  the  confidering 
their  own  Support,  more  than  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation  ; 
which  is  the  Cafe  with  every  declining  Miniffry,  and  has 
been  more  fatal  to  us,  than  all  the  Efforts  of  our  Enemies. 

b  In  my  laff  Note,  I  have  a  little  digreffed  in  point  of  Time, 
and  therefore  I  muff  refer  the  Reader  for  the  Verification  of 

this. 
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A  t  the  Time  our  Fleets  were  every  where  fuperio^ 
to  thofe  of  the  Enemy,  our  Trade  fuffered,  in  almoft  all 
Parts  of  the  World,  by  their  fmall  Squadrons  of  Men  of 
War,  as  well  as  Privateers.  This,  though  it  fell  heavi¬ 
ly  upon  us,  was  a  plain  Proof  of  the  Weaknefs  of  the 
French  Power  ;  fince  it  never  can  be  conceived,  that  fo 
haughty  a  Princess  Lewis  X IV.  would  have  ifooped  to 
this  pyratical  Way  of  carrying  on  the  War,  if  he  could 
have  maintained  it  in  a  Way  more  Honourable0.  Sir 
Thomas  Hardy ,  who  had  commanded  a  Squadron  in  the 
Soundings  a  Year  before,  and  who  had  this  Year  been 
employed  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland ,  to  protect  the  Eajl- 
India  Fleet,  was,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  July, 
ordered  to  efcort  the  LiJbon  Trade.  Sir  Thomas  Hardy , 

purfuant  to  this  Order,  failed  with  the  Squadron  under 
his  Command,  and  the  outward  bound  Merchant-Men. 
But  being  feveral  Times  forced  back  by  contrary  Winds, 
it  was  the  27th  of  Augujl ,  1707,  before  they  got  93 
Leagues  off  the  Lizard.  About  half  an  Hour  palt  Two 
that  Afternoon,  Captain  Kirktown ,  in  The  Defiance , 
who  was  in  the  Rear  of  the  Fleet,  made  the  Signal  of 
feeing  fix  Sail,  which  being  alfo  feen  about  Three,  right 

a-ftern 


this  Fa£t,  to  what  I  fhall  be  obliged  hereafter  to  fay,  in  re- 
fpedt  to  the  Caufes  and  Confequences  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
in  which  I  (hall  take  particular  Notice  of  this  Article. 

c  This  Conduct  of  the  French  King,  in  the  Situation  his  Af¬ 
fairs  were,  we  XRuft  allow  to  be  extreamly  prudent.  He  found, 
that  fttir.g  out  great  Fleets  was  an  Expence  he  could  not  bear; 
that  the  Allies  were  too  ftrong  for  him  at  Sea,  and  therefore 
it  was  requifite  to  employ  Ships  in  fome  other  Method,  for  his 
own,  and  his  Subjects  Service,  which  put  him  upon  lending 
his  Men  of  War  to  fuch  Merchants  as  were  willing  to  fit  them 
out  for  Privateers  ;  and  the  Squadrons  of  Forbin,  and  Guai- 
Trouin,  were  fitted  out  on  this  Account, 
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a-ftern  from  the  Maft-head  of  The  Kent .  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy  brought  to  for  the  Rear/  that  were  a  great  Way 
off,  and  fpread  very  much,  to  come  up  with  the  Body 
of  the  Fleet,  confiding  in  all  of  above  200  Sail d. 

Between  three  and  four  o’Clock,  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy  perceiving,  that  the  fix  Sail  came  up  with  him 
a-pace,  not  with  (landing  it  was  little  Wind,  and  thereby 
judging  they  might  be  Seekers,  made  the  Signal  for  the 
Ships  that  were  to  continue  with  him,  to  chafe  to  Wind¬ 
ward,  and  alfo  chafed  himfelf  with  them,  both  to  pre¬ 
vent  thefe  fix  Sail  from  taking  fome  of  the  heavy  Sail¬ 
ors,  and  to  try  to  come  up  with  them,  in  cafe  they  were 
Enemies.  About  five,  the  fix  Sail  were  feen  from  The 
Kent's  Deck,  making  all  the  Sail  they  could  before  the 
Wind  after  the  Fleet.  Soon  after,  they  fhortened  Sail, 
and  brought  to,  to  fpeak  with  one  another  j  where¬ 
upon. 


d  Sir  Thomas's  Orders  were  dated  the  2d  of  July,  1707, 
and  by  them  he  was  directed  to  convoy  all  the  outward-bound 
Ships  that  were  ready  to  fail,  and  fee  them  fafe  about  120 
Leagues  beyond  the  Land’s -End,  and  then  to  detach  with 
them  fome  Men  of  War,  under  the  Command  of  Captain 
Kirktown  ;  and  himfelf,  with  the  reft  of  the  Ships  under  his 
Command,  to  cruize  in  fuch  Station,  or  Stations,  as  ftiould  be 
thought  (upon  advifmg  with  the  feveral  Captains  with  him)  the 
rnoft  proper,  for  meeting  with,  and  prote&ing  the  Home¬ 
ward-bound  Lisbon  Trade.  This  Order  further  dire&ed,  That 
in  cafe  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  ftiould,  in  his  Paffage  from  Spit- 
head  into  the  Soundings,  get  Sight  of  the  Squadron  of  French 
Ships  (which  had  been  lately  feen  off  the  Lizard)  he  was  forth¬ 
with  to  detach  Captain  Kirktown  from  him  on  his  Voyage  to 
Lisbon,  as  before  directed.  And  he,  with  the  reft  of  the 
Ships  under  his  Command,  to  give  Chace  to,  and  ufe  his  ut- 
moft  Endeavours  to  come  up  with,  and  take  and  deftroy  tne 
faid  Ships  cf  the  Enemy  ;  but  if  he  found  that  he  could  not 
come  up  with  them,  he  was  to  cruize  in  the  Soundings,  as 
before  directed, 
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upon.  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  believing  them  to  be  the  French 
Squadron,  mentioned  in  his  Orders,  made  the  Signal  for 
the  Lijbon  Fleet  to  part,  whilft  he,  with  his  own  Squa¬ 
dron  continued  to  chafe  to  Windward,  the  Enemy,  who 
had  formed  themfelves  in  a  Line  of  Battel.  About  fix, 
the  fix  Sail  bore  away,  and  flood  to  the  Eaftward  of 
him,  and  he,  with  his  Squadron,  tacked  after  them, 
and  continued  the  Chafe  ’till  near  feven  o’Clock ;  but 
he  then  confidering  that  it  was  almoft  Night,  that  the 
fix  Sail  were  then  hauled  too,  and  almoft  in  the  Wind’s 
Eye,  faw  no  Probability  of  coming  up  with,  or  keeping 
Sight  of  them,  it  being  little  Wind.  And,  therefore, 
he  made  the  Signal  for  the  Captains  with  him,  to  ad- 
vife  with  them  according  to  the  under-written  Or¬ 
der.  The  Refult  of  this  Confultation  (which  was  figned 
by  fourteen  Captains)  was.  That  Sir  Thomas  Hardy 
fhould  leave  off  Chafe ;  and,  leaft  the  Enemy,  fuppofed 
to  be  Guai  Trouin’s  Squadron,  of  whofe  Strength  he  was 
informed  by  a  Letter  from  the  Admiralty,  dated  the 
8th  of  July,  1707,  fhould  pafs  by  him  in  the  Night, 
and  fall  upon  the  Trade,  which  could  not  be  protected 
by  the  Convoys  direfted  to  be  left  with  them,  all  the 
Captains  unanimoufly  agreed,  That  it  was  for  Her  Ma- 
jefty’s  Service,  to  bear  aw7ay,  and  keep  Company  with 
the  Lijbon  Fleet,  till  they  got  120  Leagues  at  leaft  from 
the  Land’s-End,  according  to  his  Royal  Highnefs’s 
Order.  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  complied  with  their  Advice, 
and  faw  ail  the  Fleet  fafe  as  far  as  he  was  directed. 
But,  upon  the  Complaint  of  fome  Merchants  furmifing 
that  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  had  not  chafed  the  fix  Sail,  a 
Court-Martial  was  ordered  to  examine  his  Condudl 

therein. 
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therein.  This  Court,  having  fifted  every  Circumftance 
of  this  Affair,  and  heard  the  principal  Officers  of  the 
Squadron  upon  their  Oaths,  declared  their  Opinion  to 
be,  that  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  had  complied  with  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Lord  High-Admiral’s  Orders,  both  with 
Regard  to  the  chafing  the  Enemy,  and  alfo  the  pro¬ 
tecting  the  Trade;  and  accordingly,  the  Court  did  ac¬ 
quit  the  faid  Sir  Thomas  Hardy ,  from  the  Charge  laid 
againft  him.  There  never  was,  perhaps,  a  more  juft 
Sentence  than  this,  or  pronounced  upon  fuller  Evi¬ 
dence,  and  yet  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  had  his  Conduct 
canvafted  afterwards  in  every  Place  where  it  was  poffible 
to  call  it  in  Queftion ;  which,  in  Spight  of  all  the  Pre¬ 
judices  that  prevailed  at  that  Time,  turned  very  much 
to  his  Advantage  ;  for  he  not  only  efcaped  all  Cenfure, 
but  continued  to  be  employed,  and  acquired  greater  Ho¬ 
nour  from  the  clearing  up  this  Charge,  than  he  could 
have  done  by  Convoying  the  Fleet,  if  no  fuch  Acci¬ 
dent  had  happened  e. 

Towards 


e  The  Prefident  of  this  Council  of  War,  was  Sir  John 
Leake,  Knt.  Vice-Admiral  of  the  White.  It  was  held  on 
board  her  Majeily’s  Ship  The  Albemarle,  October  10,  1707, 
in  Portfpiouth  Harbour;  and  the  Captains  who,  with  the  Pre¬ 
sent,  figned  his  Acquital,  were,  Hovenden  Walker,  Henry 
Lumley,  Stephen  Martin,  T.  Meads,  Henry  Gore,  Charles 
Stewart,  J.  Paul.  After  this,  the  Proceedings  were  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Queen  in  Council,  where  all  was  heard  over  again, 
but  nothing  appeared  which  could  any  way  impeach  the  Ho¬ 
nour  or  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  or  the  Officers  who  acquitted 
him ;  however,  to  oblige  the  Merchants,  the  Sentence  was 
tranfmitted  to  the  Admiralty,  and  there  it  was  examined  be¬ 
fore  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Flag-Officers,  Admiral  Churchill,  Sir  Stafford  Fair- 
borne,  Sir  John  Leake,  Sir  George  Byng,  Sir  John  Norris,  and 

Sir 
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Towards  the  latter  End  of  Aprils  a  large  Fleet  of 
Ships  bound  for  Portugal,  and  the  Weft- -Indies,  and  making 
in  all,  a  Fleet  of  fifty-five  Sail,  had  a  Convoy  appoint¬ 
ed  them,  confiding  of  three  Men  of  War,  The  Royal 
Oak ,  of  76  Guns,  Captain  Baron  Wylde ,  Commander 
and  Commodore  5  The  Grafton ,  of  70  Guns,  Captain 
Edward  Aft  on ;  The  Hampton-  Courts  of  70  Guns, 
Captain  George  Clements.  They  failed,  on  the  ift  of  May9 
from  the  Downs ,  and  fell  in,  on  the  2d,  with  the  Dun¬ 
kirk  Squadron,  commanded  by  M.  Forking  confiding  of 

ten  Men  of  War,  a  Frigate,  and  four  Privateers.  The 

* 

Commodore  drew  five  of  the  flouted  Merchant-Ships 
into  the  Line,  and  fought  bravely  two  Hours  and  a 
half ;  but  then,  Captain  Afton  being  killed,  and  his  Ship 
taken,  and  The  Hampton-Court  foon  after  fiiaring  •  the 
fame  Fate,  after  having  funk  The  Salijbury ,  then  in  the 
Hands  of  the  French ,  by  her  Side,  the  Commodore 
thought  proper  to  fhift  for  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could, 
which  was  not  very  eafy  for  him  to  do,  as  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  after  attacked  by  three  of  the  larged  French 
Men  of  War,  and  had  eleven  Foot  Water  in  his  Hold, 
He  difengaged  himfelf,  notwithdanding,  and  with  great 
Difficulty,  ran  his  Ship  on  Shore,  near  D  ungene (Jey  from 
whence  he  foon  got  off,  and  brought  his  Ship  into  the 
Downs .  But  while  the  Men  of  War  were  thus  en¬ 
gaged. 


Sir  James  Wilhart,  who  all  approved  the  Sentence  of  the 
Court-Martial,  and  gave  their  Opinion  under  their  Hands. 
One  would  have  imagined,  that  here  the  Thing  mull:  have 
ended,  Tut  it  did  not  ;  for  as  foon  as  the  Boufe  of  Commons 
lat,  a  Motion  was  made,  that  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  fhould  at¬ 
tend  ;  which  he  did,  and  gave  fo  clear  an  Account  of  his  Con- 
dud,  that  the  very  Members  who  had  promifed  to  fupport  tht 
Complaint,  defired  it  might  be  difmiffed. 
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gaged,  the  lighteft  of  the  Enemies  Frigates,  and  their 
Privateers,  took  one  and  twenty  of  our  Merchants  Ships, 
and  carried  them,  with  the  two  Men  of  War,  into 
Dunkirk,  The  mod  extraordinary  Thing  that  hap¬ 
pened  in  this  Engagement,  was  the  Condudl  of  a  Mid- 
fhipman,  on  board  The  Hampton-Conrt ,  who,  while 
the  Enemy  were  employed  in  plundering  the  Ship,  con¬ 
veyed  Captain  Clements ,  who  was  mortally  wounded 
in  the  Belly,  into  the  Long-Boat,  into  which  himfelf, 
and  feven  of  the  Sailors  crept  through  the  Port-Holes, 
and  concealed  themfelves,  as  well  as  they  could,  under 
the  Thouls.  The  Enemy  in  the  mean  Time,  driving 
with  the  Flood,  when  they  thought  themfelves  at  a 
fufficient  Diftance,  they  fell  to  their  Oars,  and  had  the 
good  Fortune  to  get  into  Rye  Harbour  on  the  3d  of 
May L  This  Affair  made  a  very  great  Noife,  the  Mer¬ 
chants  affirming,  that  there  was  Time  enough  for  the 
Admiralty  to  have  acquainted  Commodore  Wylde ,  that 
the  Dunkirk  Squadron  was  at  Sea  5  which,  in  all  Pro¬ 
bability,  might  have  enabled  him  to  have  efcaped  this 
Misfortune g. 

The 


f  See  the  London-Gazette,  No.  4329.  s  Thefe 

Fa£ts  depend  upon  the  Reprefentations  made  by  the  Merchants 
to  Parliament,  in  the  enfuing  Sdfion,  and  the  Anfwer  to  that 
Representation,  by  the  Council  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral, 
in  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Name.  It  is,  I  think,  not  a  little 
improbable,  that  the  Admiralty  fhould  have  any  treacherous 
Defign  ;  but,  there  is  nothing  more  likely,  than  that  fome 
under  Officers  of  that  Board,  might  fend  Copies  of  Letters, 
Orders  for  Convoys,  and  fuch-like  Papers,  at  the  Hazard  ot 
their  Necks ;  as  the  very  fame  Year  Gregg  did  from  the  Se¬ 
cretary’s  Office,  for  which  he  fuffered  at  Tyburn,  and  Peojne 
very  unjuftly  afperfed  his  Mailer. 


V;r  "  '  •  >  "i—  •  r--'~ 
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The  French ,  according  to  their  ufual  Cuftom, 
magnified  this  Succefs  of  theirs,  exceffively $  for  they 
afferted  that,  befides  the  three  Men  of  War,  there  was 
a  P  rigate  of  40  Guns  fent  to  ftrengthen  the  Convoy. 
That  the  Fleet  of  Merchant-men  confifted  of  fourfcore 
Sail,  of  which  they  took  twenty-two,  and  made  1200 
Prifoners.  In  Forbids  Memoirs,  we  have  fome  very 
extraordinary  Circumftances 5  fuch  as,  that  he  engaged 
the  Commodore  himfelf,  and  killed  him  with  a  Mulket- 
ihot  through  a  Port- hole,  while  he  was  giving  his  Or¬ 
ders  Sword  in  Hand,  between  Decks,  and  afterwards 
made  himfelf  Mailer  of  his  Ship ;  in  which,  as  we 
have  feen,  there  is  not  one  Word  of  Truth:  and  all  that 
can  be  faid  in  Excufe  of  the  French  Relation  is,  that 
M.  Forbin  miltook  The  Hampton-Court  for  the  Com¬ 
modore.  All  the  French  Relations,  however,  do  us  the 
Jullice  to  own,  that  our  Captains  behaved  extreamly 
well,  and  that  their  Victory  coft  them  very  dear.  The 
French  King,  as  fo on  as  he  had  Advice  of  this  Engage¬ 
ment,  promoted  M.  Forbin  to  the  Rank  of  Chef  d’Ef- 
carde,  and  gave  him  likewife  the  Title  of  Count h,  which 
he  Soon  after  merited  by  an  extraordinary  Exploit,  of 
which  we  are  next  to  give  an  Account. 

The  RuJJia  Fleet  being  this  Year  very  numerous, 
and  very  richly  laden.  Sir  Benjamin  Aylojfe  being  then 

Governor, 


b  Hilloire  Militaire,  tom,  v.  p.  68.  P.  Daniel,  p.  244. 
Forbin’s  Memoirs.  In  fome  of  thefe  Relations,  the  Number 
of  Prifoners  is  computed  at  1 100,  and  the  Value  of  the  Prizes 
at  5,000,000/.  that  is  about  250,000/.  Sterling;  which  is 
a  little  incredible,  confidering  they  took  fo  few  Ships  :  but,  as 
the  French  had  nothing  to  confole  them  for  their  mighty 
Lofles,  but  thefe  little  Advantages  at  Sea,  we  need  not  at  all 
wonder,  that  they  took  io  much  Pains  to  magnify  them. 
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Governor,  and  fome  other  principal  Merchants,  ap¬ 
plied  themfelves  to  the  Admiralty,  in  order  to  know 
what  Convoy  they  might  expert,  and  particularly  took 
Notice  of  the  Apprehenfions  they  were  under,  from 
the  Dunkirk  Squadron  ;  they  were  told,  that  they  flhould 
have  one  fourth,  and  two  fifth  Rates,  with  which  they 
were  very  much  diflatisfied.  To  make  them  in  fome 
Meafure  eafy,  Sir  William  Wbetjlone  had  Orders  to  con¬ 
voy  them  beyond  the  Ifiands  of  Shetland.  Accordingly 
the  Fleet,  confifring  of  about  fifty  Merchant-men,  failed, 
and  were  artually  convoyed,  as  far  as  his  Inftrurtions 
direrted,  by  Admiral  JVhetjione ,  who  left  them  about 
three  Weeks  before  they  were  taken,  to  proceed  on  their 
Voyage,  under  their  proper  Convoy.  Sometime  after. 
Captain  Haddock ,  who  commanded,  made  a  Signal  of 
his  feeing  eleven  Sail  of  the  Enemies  Ships,  which  fome 
of  the  Fleet  not  regarding,  but  trufting  to  their  Sailing, 
fifteen  of  them  fell  into  the  Enemies  Hand,  off  the  Ifiand 
of  Kildine ,  on  the  Coaft  of  Lapland ,  on  the  nth  of 
Jub>  and  the  reft  of  the  Fleet,  confiding  of  about  forty 
Ships,  with  their  Convoy  of  three  Men  of  War,  by 
the  Favour  of  a  hard  Gale,  and  a  thick  Fog,  got  into 
Arch -An gel i.  The  Accounts  we  have  of  this  Affair,  are 

remarkably 


1  One  Captain  Nenyon  Mailer,  Commander  of  the  Sh'p 
Nenyon  and  Benjamin,  made  Oath  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
that,  on  or  about  the  9th  Day  of  July,  1707,  his  Ship,  with 
eleven  or  twelve  others,  were  unfortunately  taken  in  their 
\  oyage  to  Arch- Angel,  by  the  Chevalier  Forbin’s  Squadron, 
confifting  of  feven  French  Ships  of  War  ;  that  his  Ship  was 
the  firfl  taken,  and  he  was  immediately  carried  on  board 
Forbin,  who  demanded  of  him,  what  Number  of  Convoys 
the  Englilh,  bound  for  Arch- Angel,  had  with  them.  He 

anfwered. 
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remarkably  dark,  and  embarraffed,  which  were  calcula¬ 
ted,  probably,  to  juftify  the  Conduct  of  the  Prince’s 
Council,  and  Admiral  Whetjlone ,  who  were  much  com¬ 
plained  of ;  but  the  French  Accounts  are  clearer,  though 
a  little  exaggerated. 

According  to  them,  M.  For  bin ,  failed  again 
from  Dunkirk ,  on  the  laft  of  May,  with  the  fame 
Squadron;  and  on  the  iTth  of  "July,  perceiving  the 
Engli/h  Fleet,  he  immediately  fell  in  with  them,  took 
nineteen  Sail ;  but  being  too  far  from  any  Port  of  France , 
to  carry  them  in  with  Safety,  he  firfl  unloaded,  and  then 
burnt  them.  In  the  Memoirs  which  go  under  his 
Name,  the  Matter  is  carried  Hill  farther;  for  he  afferts, 
that  he  took  twenty,  of  which  he  burnt  fifteen.  That, 
afterwards,  he  took  four  more,  and  after  they  got  into 
the  Harbour  of  Kildine ,  he  likewife  took  four,  and  burnt 
eighteen ;  but  he  agrees,  that  foon  after,  he  defrayed 
all  his  Prizes,  and  computes  the  Value  of  the  Goods 
he  preferved,  to  1,200,000  Livres.  I  fufpedl  there  is 
feme  Confufion  in  thefe  Accounts,  becaufe  I  find,  that 
on  the  ifl  of  Auguft  following,  he  deflroyed  the  Dutch 
Homeward-bound  Fleet  from  Archangel',  and  as  Father 
Daniel  computes  the  Ships  taken,  and  burnt,  in  both 

Enterprizes, 


anfwered,  twelve  Sail :  To  which  Forbin  replied,  he  fpake 
what  was  falfe  ;  for  there  were  only  three  Ships  of  War,  Con¬ 
voy  to  the  Englifh  Fleet :  Forbin  then  declaring,  that  he 
knew  Admiral  Whetftone  with  his  Squadron,  came  no  farther 
than  the  Ifle  of  Shetland,  and  then  returned  back  again. 
Th  is  made  a  great  Noife,  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  Admiral 
Whetftone  was  a  Man  not  well  beloved,  and  People  were  very 
defirous  of  fixing  an  Imputation  upon  him,  in  order  to  gee 
him  laid  afide  ;  but  it  dees  not  appear,  that  in  this  Inftant 
they  carried  their  Point. 


\ 
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Enterprises,  at  forty  Sail,  I  am  inclined  to  think  him 
nearer  the  Truth,  than  any  of  the  reft  k.  On  the  Re¬ 
turn  of  the  Dunkirk  Squadron,  Count  For  bin  received 
Orders  to  join  that  which  had  been  fitted  out  from.  ■ 
Brejt ,  under  the  Command  of  Al,  du  Guai  Frown , 
which  he  accordingly  did,  on  the  8th  of  October. 

In  the  latter  End  of  Augujl ,  there  was  a  great  Fleet 
ready  for  Lifbon ,  having  on  Board  Provifions,  Military 
Stores,  and  upwards  of  a  thoufand  Hones,  for  the  King 
of  Portugal's  Service.  The  Merchants  were  extreamly 
iinealy  on  the  Head  of  a  Convoy.  They  oblerved,  that 
fo  many  Ships  had  been  taken  in  the  Voyage  to  Portugal , 
that  it  not  only  affefteci  the  Commerce,  but  the  Repu¬ 
tation  of  this  Kingdom,  and  obliged  the  Portugueze  to 
fend  their  Orders  for  Corn,  even  againft  their  Will,  into 
Holland  $  for  this  Reafon,  they  earneftly  infilled,  that 
fuch  a  Convoy  might  be  given  them,  upon  this  Occa- 
Son,  as  might  fecure  fo  great  a  Fleet,  (for  there  were 
no  fewer  than  130  Merchant-men)  and  thereby  re¬ 
cover  our  Credit  at  Lifbon ;  and,  in  Confequence  of  it, 
our  Corn  Trade,  which  had  been  in  a  great  Meafure 
diverted  for  the  two  laftF  ears.  Thefe  Reprefen  rations, 
were  by  no  means  pieafing  to  the  Admiralty,  where  Ad¬ 
miral  Churtoilly  the  Duke  s  Brother,  commonlv  ex- 
prefled  the  Senie  of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Council,  and 

thereby  drew  on  himfelf  the  Merchants  Difpleafure 

Vol.  IV.  f 


k  Hiftoire  MUitaire,  Tom.  v.  p.  467.  P  Daniel  n  -- 

' m  ,?B V""'  T  M”““  P~"‘ 

1  • .  oy’  !  the  where,  aimed  every  Year  tae  Dan- 

IPade  'T‘hal  PHzes :  and  this  laft.  determined 

£  VVe  It  ?.2  COnftantForce.* i * * * * *n  thofe  Seas,  as  long  as 

could  hern  W°,  Pe,y,u’  rigrcly  judging  that  r.o  Expence 

ferv^  °  8r  f°r  tHe  Pr0tOaion  of  their  Trade,  and  pre- 

lervmg  taeir  Reputation  as  a  Maritime  Power.  * 
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in  the  higheft  Degree.  He  told  them,  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion,  that  they  fhould  be  furnifhed  with  as  fpeedy  and 
as  ftrong  a  Convoy,  as  could  poffibly  be  provided  for 
them ;  yet  it  fo  fell  out,  that  it  was  the  24th  of  Sep - 
tember  before  this  Convoy  was  ready  to  fail.  It  con¬ 
fided  of  The  Cumberland ,  Captain  Richard  Edwards , 
of  80  Guns ;  The  Devon/hire ,  of  the  fame  Force  ;  The 
Royal  Oak ,  of  76;  TJ:e  Chejler  and  Ruby ,  each  of 
50  Guns.  The  Chejler  and  Ruby  were,  properly 

i 

fpeaking,  the  Convoy  ;  for  the  other  three  Ships  were 
only  to  fee  the  Ships  fifty  Leagues  beyond  Scilly.  The 

*  j  '  • 

fleet  did  not  fail  till  the  9th  of  October ^  and  on  the  ioth, 
they  fell  in  with  the  joint  Fleet  of  Count  For  bin  and 
IvL  du  Guai  Trouin ,  off  the  Lizard,  The  French  were 
at  lead  twelve  Sail  of  Line-of-Battel  Ships.  The  Con¬ 
voy  difpofed  themfelves  in  a  Line-of-Battel,  and  there¬ 
by  gave  the  Merchants  Ships  an  Opportunity  of  Efcap- 
ing.  M.  du  Guai  attacked  The  Cumberland ,  about  twelve 
at  Noon,  and  with  the  Affidance  of  two  other  Ships, 
after  an  obdinate  Difpute,  carried  her  ;  The  Devanjbire 
defended  herfelf,  fora  long  Time,  againdfeven,  and  dill 
Evening  againd  five  French  Ships  ;  but  then,  by  fome 
Accident,  which  will  remain  for  ever  unknown,  took 
Fire,  and  blew  up;  two  only,  out  of  900  Men,  efcaped  ; 
The  Royal  Oak ,  made  a  vigorous  Refidance,  and  having 
fet  the  French  Ship  which  attacked  her,  and  was  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  de  Bearnois ,  on  Fire,  got  fafe  into  Kin- 
fale  Harbour ;  the  Count  de  Forbin  took  The  Chejler , 
and  Meffieurs  de  Courferat  and  de  Nejmond  took  The 
Ruby .  As  for  the  Lifoon  Fleet,  they  very  prudently 
faved  themfelves  during  the  Engagement ;  but  the 
French  made  a  prodigious  beading  of  the  Men  of  War 

they 
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•they  had  taken,  though  the  Difpute  was  fo  very  un¬ 
equal,  and  though  in  effect  the  Convoy  did  all  that  could 
he  expended  from  them,  fecuring  the  Merchants  at  their 
own  Expence 

It  is  certain,  that  Misfortunes  like  thefe,  are  great 
enougn  in  themfelves  j  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  need 
of  exaggerating  them,  either  at  the  Time  they  happen, 
or  in  fuch  Works  as  are  to  tranfmit  Accounts  of  them 
to  I’ofterity.  "Y  et,  fomething  of  this  Sort  there  feems 
to  be,  in  the  following  Pallage  from  Bifnop  Burnet 
which  I  tranfcribe  in  his  own  Words,  and  at  large,  that 
I  may  not  be  fufpe&ed  of  Partiality.  “  A  Convoy  of 
“  live  Ships  of  the  Line  of  Battel,  was  fent  to  Por- 
“  tugaly  to  guard  a  great  Fleet  of  Merchant-Ships,  and 
“  they  were  ordered  to  fail,  as  if  it  had  been  by  Con- 
“  cert,  at  a  Time  when  a  Squadron  from  Dunkirk 
“  had  joined  another  from  Breft,  and  lay  in  the  Way 

“  waiting  for  them.  Some  Advertifements  were  brought 

“  to  the  Admiralty  of  this  Conjunction ;  but  they  were 
“  not  believed.  When  the  French  fet  upon  them,  the 
“  Convoy  did  their  Part  very  gallantly,  though  the 
“  Enemy  were  three  to  one ;  one  of  the  Ships  was 
“  blown  up,  three  of  them  were  taken,  fo  that  only 
“  one  of  them  efcaped,  much  fhattered.  But  they  had 
“  fought  fo  long,  that  molt  of  the  Merchant-men  had 
“  Time  to  get  away,  and  failed  on,  not  being  pur- 
“  fued,  and  fo  got  fafe  to  Lijbon In  order  to  de- 
monftrate  the  abfolute  Injultice  of  this  Suggeflion,  I 
lhall  only  obferve,  that  it  appears  from  all  the  French 

E  2  Writers, 


^  1  See  the  Hiftory  of  Europe,  for  the  Year  1707,  Old»ixon, 
Burchet,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  to. 
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Writers,  that  the  Junction  of  the  Dunkirk  and  Brejt 
Squadron,  happened  in  the  Afternoon  of  the  8th;  that 
the  Lifbon  Fleet  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  9th,  and 
that  the  Engagement  happened  on  the  10th,  before 
Noon  ;  fo,  that  the  Admiralty  flioula  have  Intelligence 
of  the  Junction  of  the  French  Squadrons  Time  enough 
to  have  prevented  this  unlucky  Accident,  is  a  Thing 
that,  even  at  this  Diftance  of  Time,  rauft  appear  in¬ 
credible  and  impoffible  m. 

But  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  Difcouragements,  the 
Nation  was  not  altogether  deprived  of  Fortune,  even 
in  thefe  little  Difputes ;  for  at  the  very  clofe  of  the 
Year.  Captain  Haddock ,  in  her  Majefty’s  Ship  The 
Ludlow  Caftle ,  got  Sight,  off  the  long  Sand,  of  two 
Fri  gates,  which  proved  to  be  The  Nightingale ,  and 
Squirrel ,  formerly  her  Majefty’s  Ships,  but  fitted  out 
from  Dunkirk ,  as  Privateers,  and  had  each  of  them  as 
many  Men  as  The  Ludlow  Cajlle .  They  both  lay  by, 
till  he  came  within  Gun-fhot  of  them ;  but  then  made 
Sail  from  him  before  the  Wind.  At  eleven  at  Night, 
he  came  up  with  The  Nightingale ,  and  took  her,  and 
as  foon  as  the  Captain  of  The  Squirrel  perceived  it,  he 
ran  away.  The  Captain  of  The  Nightingale  was  one 
Thomas  Smith ,  who  had  formerly  commanded  a  Sloop 
in  her  Majefty’s  Service,  and  was  broke  at  a  Court- 
Martial,  for  irregular  Pra&ices :  Captain  Haddock ,  now 
Admiral,  and  who  lately  commanded  the  Squadron  in 

the 


m  The  Marquifs  de  Quincy,  Father  Daniel,  and  M.  Forbin, 
in  his  Memoirs,  all  agree  in  thefe  Dates ;  fo  that  it  is  im¬ 
poffible  they  fhould  be  wrong:. and  it  is,  confequently,  as  im¬ 
poffible,  that  our  Prelate’s  Sufpicion  fhould  be  right. 
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the  Mediterranean ,  carried  in  his  Prize  to  Hull,  front 
Whence  he  thought  fit  to  fend  up  all  the  Eng'ijh  who 
were  on  board  The  Nightingale ,  viz.  Captain  Thomas, 
Smith ,  who  commanded  the  Ship  ;  Charles  Jifaby, 
Lieutenant;  Mr.  Harwood ,  whoadtedas  a  Midihipman; 
an  drift)  Pried,  and  an  Englif)  Sailer,  who  were  im- 
mediately  committed  clofe  Prifoners  for  High-Treafon, 
and  a  Profecution  diredted  againd  them n. 

About  the  fame  Time,  arrived  the  welcome  News 
of  our  Succefs  in  Newfoundland ,  where  Captain  John 
Vnderdown ,  Commander  of  her  Majefty’s  Snip  The 
Falkland^  having  received  Advice  on  the  25  th  of  July, 
that  the  Enemy  had  many  Ships  employed  on  the  Fin¬ 
ery,  tn  ieveral  Harbours  to  the  Northward,  our  Com¬ 
manders  ci  Ships,  Merchants,  and  Inhabitants,  petitioned, 
him  to  endeavour  the  deftroying  of  them,  and  by  that 
Means  to  encourage,  and  protedt,  the  Britifh  Trade  in 
thofe  Places.  In  purfuance,  whereof,  on  the  26th  of 
July,  Captain  Underdown  fet  fail  from  St.  John's,  having 
taken  Major  Lloyd ,  who  defired  to  be  employed  in  the. 
Expedition,  with  twenty  of  his  Company,  on  board 
The  Falkland ,  and  twenty  more  of  the  fame  Com¬ 
pany,  on  board  The  Nonfuch ,  On  the  27th,  they 
came  before  Bonavis ,  and  finding  there  no  Appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Enemy,  the  Commodore  ordered  Captain 
Hughes  to  fail  with  him.  On  the  2d  of  Augujl,  they 

E  3  flood 


n  The  making  Examples  of  thefe  fort  of  Men,  is  a  Thing 
of  abfolute  Neceflity  in  I  ivne  of  War  ;  and  I  very  much 
doubt,  whether  it  is  not  a  falfe  kind  of  Pity,  ever  to  let  them 
efcape.  This  Smith,  and  one  Captain  Rigby,  who  fled  from 
hence  for  an  infamous  C  rime,  did  us  prodigious  Mifchief,  by 
their  ferving  the  French,  during  that  War  ;  and  yet,  when 
Pigby  was  taken,  he  was  fiiffered  to  efcape. 
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“°od  into  the  Bav  of  Blanche,  till  tbev  came  off  of 
Fleur-de-lis  Harbour.  Major  Lloyd  was  immediately  fent 
into  the  Harbour  in  the  Commodore’s  Pinnace,  and  the 
Lieutenant  of  ‘ The  Falkland ,  in  the  Pinnace  belonging 
to  The  Nonfuch ,  in  order  to  make  what  Difcoveries 
they  were  able.  They  found  there  were  feveral  Stages, 
and  other  Neceflaries  for  the  Fifhery,  to  which  they  fet 
fire,  and  afterwards  returned  on  board  the  Men  of  War. 
By  fix  the  next  Morning,  they  came  about  the  Cape? 
.and  faw  a  Ship,  which,  upon  exchange  of  a  few  Shot, 
ftruck ;  the  Commodore  fent  his  Boats  aboard,  and 
found  her  to  be  of  St.  Malo>  carrying  about  360  Tons, 
thirty  Guns,  and  no  Men,  and  called  The  Duke  of 
Orleans .  In  another  Arm  of  the  Bay,  named  Equillette> 
was  another  Ship  •  but  the  Place  being  Rocky,  and  the 
Water  fhallow,  neither  The  Falkland ,  or  No?ifuchy  could 
come  near  her ;  whereupon,  the  Medway's  Prize  was 
ordered  to  go  as  clofe  in  as  fhe  could,  with  Safety;  and 
at  the  fame  Time,  Captain  Carleton>  Major  Lloyd ,  and 
the  Lieutenant  of  The  Falkland ,  in  Boats  well  manned 
and  armed,  to  land  upon  the  Ifland,  which  fhe  lay  under. 
This  was  executed  with  fo  good  Effeft,  that  the  Ene¬ 
my,  after  having  fired  feveral  Broadfides,  being  no  longer 
able  to  keep  the  Deck,  againft  our  fmall  Shot  from  the 
Shore,  ftruck.  This  Ship  was  of  twenty  Guns,  and 
80  Men,  belonging  alfo  to  St.  Malo.  Having  here  re¬ 
ceived  Information,  that  about  three  Leagues  to  the 
Northward  in  La  Couche ,  there  were  two  Ships,  one  of 
thirty-two  Guns,  and  the  other  of  twenty-fix,  both  of 
St.  Malo  ;  the  Commodore  gave  Captain  Hughes  Di¬ 
rections  to  burn  rhe  Iaft  Prize,  and  afterwards  to  join 
,  t  him 
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Wm  at  La  Ccuche,  himfelf,  and  The  Novfuch ,  making 
the  bell  of  their  Way  thither.  The  5  th  in  the  After¬ 
noon,  they  came  into  La  Couche ,  where  they  found  the 
two  Ships  in  a  readinefs  for  failing.  The  Enemy  fired 
feveral  Broadndes  at  them,  which  as  foon  as  our  Men 
of  War  returned,  they  fet  their  Ships  on  Fire,  and  left 
them,  going  over  to  the  next  Harbour,  called  Caroufe 
in  which,  the  Commodore  had  received  Intelligence, 
there  were  four  Ships.  He  immediately  weighed,  and 
flood  for  that  Harbour,  and  about  eight  o’Clock  at 
Night,  was  joined  by  the  Medway' s  Prize ;  but  there 
being  very  little  Wind  at  S.  W.  and  much  Difficulty  in  ' 
getting  out,  it  was  about  fix  the  next  Morning  before  he 
got  off  the  Harbour’s  Mouth.  The  Commodore  fent 
in  his  Boat,  but  found  the  Enemy  had  efcaped,  having, 
by  the  Advantage  of  little  Wind,  and  the  great  Number 
of  Men  and  Boats,  cut,  and  towed  out.  The  Britijb 
Ships  flood  to  the  Northward,  and  faw  feveral  Veffels, 
to  which  they  gave  Chace  ;  about  five  in  the  Afternoon, 
they  came  off  the  Harbour  of  St.  Julian ,  where  they 
difeovered  a  Ship,  and  having  loll  Sight  of  the  Veilels 
they  had  purfued,  flood  in  for  the  Harbour,  and  came 
to  an  Anchor  in  twenty  -  fix  Fathom  Water.  The 
Place  where  the  Ship  was  hauled  in,  being  very  narrow 
and  fhoally,  the  Commodore  ordered  the  Medway's 
Brize  to  go  as  near  her  as  poffibly  Hie  could.  The  Ene¬ 
my  fired  two  Guns,  but  it  was  thought  not  fit  to  at¬ 
tack  her  till  the  Morning.  Accordingly,  the  6th  of 
Jugujl,  at  four  of  the  Clock,  Captain  Carkton , 
Major  Lloyd ,  and  Lieutenant  Eagle ,  went  in,  with  all 
their  Boats  well  manned  and  armed,  and  immediately 
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landing,  drove  the  Enemy  from  their  Ports,  who  were 
like  wife  on  Shore.  Our  Men  took  their  Boats,  and 
went  aboard  their  Ship,  were  they  found  the  Enemy 
had  laid  feveral  Trains  of  Powder,  in  order  to  blow  her 
up ,  hich  being  feafonably  difcovered,  file  was  preferv- 
ed,  and  by  Noon,  towed  her  out  to  Sea.  But  the 
Bnfijb  Pilots  being  unacquainted  with  the  Coaft,  and 
the  Commodore  thinking  it  not  proper  to  go  farther  to 
the  Northward,  it  was  refolved  to  fail  hack  to  Caroufe , 
and  there  remain  ’till  they  were  joined  by  7 'he  Duke  of 
Orleans  Prize ,  which  was  left  at  Grand  Canarie ,  with 
a  Lieutenant,  and  fixty  Men.  In  the  Way  to  Caroufey 
it  was  thought  fit  to  look  into  Petit  Maijlre ,  where  they 
del aoyed  great  Numbers  of  Boats  and  Stages,  with  vail 
Quantities  of  F ifii  and  Oil ;  about  7  at  Night,  they 
came  to  an  Anchor  in  Caroufe  Harbour,  and  moored  on 
the  12th,  and  13th  it  blew  a  hard  Gale  at  S.  W.  Having 
deftroyed  the  Fifliery  at  Petit  Maifre ,  and  The  Duke  of 
Orleans  Prize  being  come  to  La  Couche9  on  the  14th,  by 
4  in  the  Morning,  they  weighed  and  rtood  out  to  Sea, 
taking  her  with  them,  and  made  for  St.  John's  Harbour, 
where  The  Falkland ,  and  Nonjuch ,  with  the  two  Prizes,  ar- 
rived  the  17  th  Inftant,  hawing  before,  given  the  Medzvay's 
Prize  Order  to  fail  to  Trinity  °. 

We 


°  The  Damage  the  Enemy  received,  was  as  follows.  Two 
Ships  taken,  one  of  thirty  Guns,  and  1 10  Men  ;  and  another 
of  twenty  Guns,  and  100  Men ;  one  Ship  taken  and  burnt,  of 
twenty  Guns  and  80  Men.  Two  Sbips'burnt  by  the  Enemy, 
one  of  thirty-two,  and  another  of  twenty-fix  Guns  ;  228* 
Firtiing-Boats  burnt ;  470  Boats  and  Shaiioways,  that*  were 
not  employed  in  the  Firtiery  this  Seafon,  burnt  ;  23  Stages 
burnt;  23  Train  Vats  burnt;  77,280  Quintals  of  Fifh  deftrcy- 
«d;  1568  Hogfheads  of  Train-Oil  dertroyed. 
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Of  Queen  ANNE.  ~j 

W  e  ought,  now,  according  to  the  Method  I  have 
generally  obferved,  to  fpeak  fomewhat  of  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  Weft- Indies  ;  but,  as  what  was  done  there 
this  Year,  is  fo  ltriftly  connected  with  what  happened 
in  the  following,  that  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  divide  them, 
without  deftroying  the  Perfpicuity  of  both  Relations  ;  I 
fhall,  defer  faying  any  Thing  of  the  Events  that  fell  out 
in  that  Part  of  the  World,  till  I  come  to  fpeak  of  them 
in  their  proper  Place ;  that  is,  after  having  accounted 
for  the  Naval  Proceedings  in  the  fucceeding  Year.  I 
the  rather  incline  to  make  this  fmall  Breach  in  my  Me¬ 
thod,  becaufe  I  am  under  a  Neceffity  of  fpeaking  more 
largely  than  in  other  Places  of  what  was  done  in  Par¬ 
liament  this  Year,  in  Reference  to  the  Navy,  becaufe 
the  ftridt  Enquiries  made  by  both  Houles  into  Matters  of 
fuch  Confequence,  not  only  demonftrate  the  Vigour  of 
our  Conftitution  at  that  Time,  but  afford,  perhaps,  the 
very  heft  Precedents  for  reviving  fuch  Enquiries,  that  are 
Xo  be  met  with  in  our  Hiftorv, 

J 

The  fi rft  Parliament  cf  Great  Britain ,  met  upon  the 
23d  of  October,  when  the  Eyes  not  only  of  this  King¬ 
dom,  but  of  all  Europe ,  was  fixed  upon  them.  The 
firft  Thing  they  did,  was,  to  make  Choice  of  John 
Smith ,  Efq;  for  their  Speaker;  and  the  next,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  was,  to  Vote  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks, 
to  the  Queen,  for  her  moft  Gracious  Speech  made  to 
them  on  the  6th  of  November ,  to  which  Day  they  had 
adjourned.  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  it  went  other  wife  ; 
inftead  of  tneir  ufual  Addrefs,  their  Lordfhips  proceeded 
to  a  diredt  Confideration  of  the  State  of  the  Kingdom, 
in  which,  very  warm  Debates  arofe,  in  regard  to  the 
Navy,  efpecially.  As  to  this,  it  was  affirmed,  “  That 
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4C  the  Lord  High  Admiral’s  Name  was  abufed  by  fuch 
“  as  were  entrufted  with  the  Management  of  his  Au- 
<c  thority;  that  the  Council  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
“  ftudied  nothing  but  how  to  render  their  Places  pro- 
“  fitable  to  themfelves  and  their  Creatures,  though  at 
<c  the  Expence  of  the  Nation  ;  that  it  was  vifible,  their 
own  Haughtinefs,  together  with  the  Treachery,  Cor- 
cc  ruption,  and  Carelefsnefs  of  their  Dependants,  were 
“  the  true  Sources  of  thofe  Mifchiefs  which  befel  our' 
“  Merchants,  and  difcredited  the  moll  Glorious  Reign 
“  in  the  Britijb  Annals.  But,  though  Reafon  and  Ex- 
“  perience  ought  to  have  convinced  thefe  Men  of  their 
“  own  Incapacity,  yet  they  had,  with  a  brutifh  Ob- 
“  hinacy,  perfilted  in  the  Purfuit  of  their  own  Mea- 
“  fures,  haughtily  rejecting  the  Advice  of  the  Mer- 
“  chants,  when  offered  in  Time,  and  faucily  contemn- 
“  ing  their  Complaints,  when  Sufferers  by  the  very 
“  Errors  they  had  predicted  p’\  This  produced  the  ap¬ 
pointing  of  a  Committee,  in  which  this  Matter  might  be 
refumed,  upon  the  19th  of  December ,  at  which  her  Ma- 
jefty  was  prefent.  The  Sheriffs  of  London ,  who  were 
Benjamin  Green ,  Efq;  and  Sir  Charles  Peers ,  Knt. 
prefen  ted  a  Petition,  figned  by  two  hundred  of  the 
moll  eminent  Merchants  of  the  City  of  London ,  fetting 
forth  the  great  Loffes  they  had  lately  fuftained  at  Sea  for 
want  of  Convoys  and  Cruizers  ;  and  praying  that  fome 
Remedy  might  be  fpeedily  applied,  that  the  Trade  of 
the  Nation  might  not  be  entirely  deftroyed  ** 

The 


■p  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Chandler’s 
Debates,  Compleat  Riitory  of  Europe  for  1707,  and  1708, 
&c.  a  It  is  cafy  to  difcern,  from  the  Scope  of  this  Petition, 
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The  Houfe  went  as  heartily  into  this  Matter,  as  the 
Sufferers  could  defire,  and  appointed  the  26th  to  hear 
the  Merchants  further,  in  a  grand  Committee,  where 
they  were  permitted  to  make  a  regular  Charge,  and  en¬ 
couraged  to  exhibit  their  Evidence.  In  the  Courfe  of 
this  Enquiry,  it  fully  appeared  to  their  Lordfhips,  that 
many  Ships  of  War  were  not  fitted  out  to  Sea,  but  lay 
in  Port  negledted,  and  in  great  Decay,  That  Convoys 
had  been  often  flatly  denied  the  Merchants,  and  that, 
when  they  were  promifed,  they  were  fo  long  delayed, 
that  the  Merchants  loft  their  Markets ;  were  put  to 
great  Charges,  and,  where,  they  had  perifhable  Goods, 
fuifered  great  Damage  in  them.  The  Cruizers  were 
not  ordered  to  proper  Stations  in  the  Channel ;  and, 
when  Convoys  were  appointed,  and  ready  to  put  to  Sea, 
they  had  not  their  failing  Orders  fent  them,  till  the  Ene¬ 
mies  were  laid  in  their  Way,  prepared  to  fall  on  them  ; 
which  had  often  happened.  Many  Advertifements,  by 
which  thefe  Misfortunes  might  have  been  prevented, 
had  been  offered  to  the  Admiralty  ;  but  had  not  only 
been  negledted  by  them,  but  thofe  who  offered  them, 
had  been  ill  treated  for  doing  it.  To  carry  thefe  Things 
as  far  as  poflible,  they  caufed  an  exadi  Report  to  be 
drawn  of  their  Proceedings ;  fent  it  to  the  Admiralty- 
Office  ;  received  the  bell  Anfwer  that  could  be  given 

from 


and  the  Support  it  met  with,  that  Public  Spirit  flourifhed  un¬ 
der  tnis  Reign.  It  was  not  pretended,  that  any  Refpect  due 
to  the  Crown,  ihould  protect  i'uch  as  were  bad  Servants  ;  or, 
that  attacking  them,  was  offending  Majefty.  It  was  no;  laid, 
that  expoiing  them,  reflected  on  his  Royal  Highnefs,  or  that 
in  a  1  ime  or  War  we  ought  to  be  filent  on  fuch  Subjects  :  flat 
it  was  laid,  produce,  and  then  make  good,  the  Charge. 
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from  thence ;  heard  the  Merchants  by  way  of  Res 
p!y  to  this,  digefted  the  whole  into  a  fecond  Re- 
port,  and,  together  with  an  Addrefs  fuitable  to  a 
Matier  of  fuch  mighty  Confequence,  laid  it  before, 
her  Majefly  on  the  firft  of  March  1707 ,  and 
expreffed  themfelves,  thereupon,  in  Terms  of  which 
it  would  be  extreamly  injurious  to  deprive  the  Rea* 
der  of  the  Sight,  confidering  the  ftrift  Connec¬ 
tion  it  has  with  the  Subject  of  this  Work,  the  true 
fpirit  of  Patriotifm  that  appears  therein,  and  the 
excellent  Example  afforded  thereby ;  and  therefore  I 
have  placed  it  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Pager.  Her 

Majefly 


r  I  fhall  cite  here  only  their  Lordfliips  Concluflon,  after 
Petting  forth  the  Grievances  complained  of  by  the  Mer¬ 
chants,  the  Anfvver  by  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Merchants 
Replication. 


«< 
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May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly. 


We  having  thus  performed,  what  we  take  ourfelves 
to  be  indifpenfibly  obliged  to,  cannot  doubt  but  it  will 
be  gracioufiy  accepted  by  ,your  Majefly,  as  coming  from 
moil  Dutiful  Subjects,  who  fincerely  wi(h  they  may 
never  have  Occafion  hereafter  to  make  Addrefles  to  your 
Majefly,  but  to  congratulate  your  Success,  or  to  re¬ 
turn  humble  Acknowledgements  for  the  Bleifings  of  your 
Reign. 

4 6  We  befeech  your  Majefly,  to  believe.  That  none  of 
your  Subjedts  do  exceed  us  in  true  Refpedl  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Lord  High  Admiral.  His  great  Perfonah 
Virtues  require  it,  and  his  near  Relation  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefly  makes  it  our  Duty.  And  as  we  do  not  mean  that 
any  Thing  in  this  Addrefs  (hould  in  the  leaft  refledt 
upon  him ;  fo  we  are  very  well  allured  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs,  will  never  fuffer  other  Perfons  to  protedl  themfelves, 
under  his  Name,  from  a  juil  Purfliit  of  fuch  Faults, 
or  Negledts,  as  immediately  tend  to  the  Ruin  of  Trade, 
and  the  Deftrudtion  of  Britain, 

6C  There 
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Majefty  received  this  Addrefs  very  gracioufly,  and 
promifed  to  pay  all  the  Regard  thereto,  that  the 
Nature  of  the  Thing,  and  the  Refpecl  due  to  the 

Advice 


“  There  cannot  be  a  plainer  Proof,  that  fome  Perfons 
employed  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  have  made  the 
^  worft  Ufe  imaginable  ot  the  Trull  he  Honours  them 
With,  than  in  their  preluming  to  Jay  fuch  an  Anfwcr 
“  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  his  Name. 

“  For  (not  to  take  notice  of  the  many  Things  which  in  the 
“  fecond  Report  have  been  already  laid  before  your  Majelly) 
41  throughout  the  whole  Paper,  there  is  not  the  leaft  Hopes 
“  given,  that  for  the  future  any  better  Care  fhali  be  taken  of 
"  the  Trade  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  turn  of  the  Anfwer 
feems  to  be  intended,  for  expoiing  tne  Complaints  of  the 
“  Merchants,  rather  than  pitying  their  Lofies.  We  are  fure, 
nothing  can  be  mote  remote  from  the  Goodnefs,  and  Com- 
“  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral’s  Temper,  and  the  ten- 

“  der  Regard  he  has  always  fhewn  for  your  Majeity’s  Sub- 
“  jedls.  '  v  J 

“  May  it  pleafe  your  Mcjefty. 


“  It  is  a  mod  undoubted  Maxim,  That  the  Honour,  Seer 
"  and  Wealth  or  this  Kingdom,  does  depend  upon  th 
*'  Pro^aion,  and  Encouragement  of  Trade,  and  the  Improve 
4  mg,  and  right  managing  its  Naval  Strength.  Other  Nati 
‘  °ns»  ?'h?.  were  fortnerly  Gteat  and  Powerful  at  Sea,  hav 
by  Negligence,  and  Mifmanagement,  loll  their  TrTe 
“  and  fee  their  Maritime  Power  entirely  Ruin’d.  Therefore 
“  we  do  in  the  moll  earnell  Manner,  befeech  yourMaHty 
«  th*!  th*  bea  A^ln  may  always  be  your  firft,  and  moit  pe 

M  .Cuba/  Cuare;  V  humbly  ll0Pe’  that  k  ftall  be  your  Ma 
„  ifju  ChlCf  aD.d  conft?nt  Inilrudion,  to  all  who  /hall  hav- 
.  ldon(?ur  t0  £be  employed  in  your  Councils,  and  in  the  Ad 

„  mi3‘ftrat,0.n -?{  Affairs>  that  ^^y  be  continually  intent 
g  and  watchful,  m  what  concerns  the  Trade,  and  FJcTt 

uThk  ^7  °‘le ,  f  them  ma>'  be  u,ade  »  know 
it  is  his  particular  Charge  to  take  care  that  the  Sea 

“  ?Cn.be  crjcouraged,  the  Trade  protected,  Difcipline  re 

«  ah  d-’  •« nd- a  "T  Spln*  aml  Vi£our  Put  in£o  the  whol 
AdimniHraUgn  of  tho  Navy”, 
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•Advice  of  the  Hereditary  Council  of  her  Kingdoms* 
deferved. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  alfo,  went  into  a  Grand 
Committee  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Navy,  of  which 
Sir  Richard  Onflow  was  Chairman  j  they  heard  with 
great  Attention,  all  the  Merchants  had  to  fay,  and  all 
the  Evidence  they  could  produce ;  and  though  there 
were  fome  People  who  endeavoured  to  Hop  the  Mouths 
of  the  Merchants  when  they  ran  out  into  invidious 
Characters  of  the  Officers,  by  whom  they  thought 
themfelves  wronged,  yet  the  Majority  of  the  Houfe 
were  inclined  to  hear  their  Sentiments,  and  encou¬ 
raged  them  to  go  on.  Both  Lords  and  Commons 
concurred  in  carrying  to  the  Throne,  fuch  Com¬ 
plaints  as  appeared  to  be  well  founded ;  and  with  this 
View  their  Lordfhips  on  the  7  th  of  February ,  ad- 
drefled  the  Queen  to  lay  afide  Captain  Ker 3  $  and 

on 


s  The  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  their  Add-refs,  inform  her 
Majefty,  that  a  Complaint  had  been  lodged  before  them, 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Wood,  in  behalf  of  himfelf :  and  di¬ 
vers  other  Jamaica  Merchants,  againft  Captain  William 
Ker,  late  Commander  of  a  Squadron  of  her  Majefty’s 
Ships  at  that  Iiland,  for  refufing  to  grant  Convoys 
for  their  Ships  to  the  SpaniOi  Coaft  of  America ;  and 
in  particular,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Thomas  Wood  had 
offered  to  the  faid  Captain  Ker,  the  Sum  of  Six  hundred 
Pounds  as  a  Gratuity,  if  he  would  order  one  of  her 
Majefty’s  Men  of  War,  under  his  Command,  to  go  as 
Convoy  to  the  Neptune  Sloop,  and  Martha  Galley,  loaden 
with  Woollen,  and  other  Goods  of  her  Majefty’s  Subje&s. 
That  the  faid  Captain  Ker,  at  that  Time,  feemed  pleafed  with 
the  Propofal,  and  faid,  the  Windfor  (hould  be  the  Ship ; and  or¬ 
dered  Mr.  Wood  to  make  what  Difpatch  he  could,  in  getting 
the  Galley  and  Sloop  ready.  On  which  Encouragement,  he 
got  them  ready  to  fail,  and  bought  three  hundred  Negroes  to 


Of  Qiieen  A  N  N  E.  <5^ 

on  the  26th  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  prefented  an  Addrefs  of  the  fame  Nature,  a- 

gain  ft 


put  on  Board  them,  and  then  acquainted  Captain  Ker  there¬ 
with,  and  with  the  great  Charge  he  was  at  in  Maintaining  the 
Negroes,  and  his  fear  of  Sicknefs.  C  plain  Ker  then  fa  id,  he 
feared  he  could  net  fpare  a  Man  of  War  ;  but  the  next  Day 
fer-t  Mr.  Tudor  Irevor,  Captain  of  The  VVindfor,  to  acquaint 
Mr.  Wood,  that  Captain  Ker  laid,  he  thought  Mr.  Wood 
could  not  have  offered  lefs  than  two  thoufand,  or  at  Jeaft 
fifteen  hundred  Pounds.  Whereupon  Mr.  Wood  declared 
the  Sum  was  fo  great,  that  the  Trade  could  not  bear'  it’ 
and  fo  the  Sloop  and  Galley  proceeded  on  the  Voyao-e 
without  Convoy ;  and  in  their  return,  the  Sloop,  loaded 
with  great  Wealth,  being  purfued  by  French  Privateers, 

and  having  no  Convoy  and  crouding  coo  much  Sail  to  yet 
from  the  Enemy,  was  unhappily  overfet  and  I01L  The 
faid  Mr.  Thomas  Wood  alfo  made  another  Complaint 
that  upon  a  further  Application  to  the  faid  Mr.  Ker,  for 
a  Convoy  for  three  Sloops,  bound  for  the  f  id  Spanifh  Coafts 
he  promifed  to  give  The  Experiment  Man  of  War,  command¬ 
ed  by  Captain  Bowler,  as  a  Convoy  ;  for  which  the  laid 
Mr.  Wood  agreed  to  give  eight  hundred  Pounds:  four 

hundred  Pounds,  part  whereof,  was  paid  the  faid  Bowler 
and  the  other  four  hundred  Pounds  was  made  payable  by 
Note  to  one  Mr.  Herbert,  for  the  ufe  of  Mr.  K^r  which 

Note  was  lent  in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Ker,  and  by  him  nut 

into  Mr.  Herbert's  Hands.  And,  befides  that,  as  a  fur¬ 
ther  Encouragement  for  allowing  the  faid  Convoy,  Mr 
Ker  had  an  Adventure  of  fifteen  hundred  Pounds  in  the 
faid  Sloops,  without  advancing  any  Money.  To  this  Com 
plaint,  Mr.  Ker  put  in  his  AnRver,  and  both  Parties 
were  fully  heard  by  themfelves,  and  their  WitneiTes ;  and 
upon  the  whole  Matter,  the  Houfe  came  to  this  follow-. 
ing  Refoiution,  That  the  faid  Complaint  of  the  faid  Mr 
\'V  ood,  agamft  the  faid  Captain  Ker,  as  well  as  in  Re- 
.Ation  to  the  Neptune  and  Martha-Galiey,  as  alfo  in 
Relation  to  the  other,  three  Sloops,  that  went  under  the 
Convoy  ot  1  ne  Experiment  Man  of  War,  hath  been  fully 
made  out,  and  proved  to  the  Satisfadion  of  this  Houfe. 

h ^Cern  Sav'e  only  a  general  Anfwer  to  this  Addrefs, 
Dvit  aid  not  lay  pofttiveiy  that  fhe  would  comply  witfy  if. 


1 
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gainft  the  fame  Perfon k  Thefe  warm  Proceeding  had 
a  proper  EfFed;  they  convinced  fuch  as  fat  at  the 
Admiralty-Board,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  treat 
Britijb  Merchants  with  Contempt ;  as,  on  the  other 
Hand,  it  taught  the  Officers  to  know,  that  having 
Friends  at  the  Board,  or  being  Tried,  where  no  E- 
vidence  could  reach  them,  would  not  always  fecure 
them  from  Punifhmentu.  On  the  Complaint  of  the 
Merchants,  however,  againft  Sir  Thomas  Hardy ,  though 

profecuted 


t  On  the  1 6th  of  February,  upon  the  Report  of  Sir 
Richard  Onflow,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
the  Commons  came  to  three  Refolutions  againft  Commo¬ 
dore  Ker  ;  to  which  they  added  a  fourth,  viz.  “  That 
<c  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  lay- 

ing  before  her  the  faid  Refolutions,  and  humbly  defire- 
u  ing,  that  her  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  not  to  employ  the 
“  faid  Capt.  Ker  in  her  Majefty’s  Service  for  the  future”.  This 
Addrefs  having  been  prefented  to  the  Queen.  Ten  Days 
after,  her  Majefty  declared,  that  fhe  would  comply  with 
it. 

u  Upon  a  fair  Computation,  made  about  this  Time,  of 
the  Lofs  of  Ships  at  Sea,  flnee  the  beginning  of  this  War, 
it  was  found,  that  the  Lofs  the  French  had  fuftained  in 
their  Shipping,  far  exceeded  that  of  Great  Britain,  flnee 
v/e  had  only  30  Men  of  War  taken,  or  deftroyed,  and  1146 
Merchant-Ships  taken,  of  which  300  were  retaken.  Whereas, 
we  had  either  tahen  or  deftroyed  80  of  their  Ships  of 
War,  and  taken  or  burnt  1346  of  their  Merchant-Men, 
including  thefe  deftroyed  in  the  Weft-Indies.  By  way  of 
Supplement  to  this  Lift,  it  may  not  be  am  its  to  take 
Notice,  that  it  appears  from  the  Lord  High  Admiral’s 
Anfwer  to  the  Report  of  the  Houfe  ot  Peers,  there  were 
173  of  the  Enemies  Privateers  taken,  as  alfo  the  Re-cap¬ 
tures  by  her  Majefty’s  Ships  of  War,  from  the  4th  of 
May  1702,  to  the  ift  of  December  1707,  were  128  ; 
which,  amounted,  by  Appraifement,  to  above  the  Sum  of 
82,975/-  and  the  Re-captures  by  Privateers  within  that 
Time,  38,054 /.  both  which  Sums  amount  to  121,030/, 
cxcluflve  of  Cuftoms, 
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profecuted  with  great  Heat,  both  Houfes  concurred 
to  vindicate  him,  which  was  fufficient  to  encou- 
rage  the  Officers  of  the  Navy  to  do  their  Duty; 
fince,  where  they  could  prove  they  had  done  this, 
it  was  molt  clear,  they  ran  no  hazard ;  but,  if  pur- 
fued  by  Clamour,  were  fure  to  come  off  with  Repu¬ 
tation 

As  the  Seafon  for  Adtion  was  now  coming  on,  the 
Lord  High  Admiral  made  the  following  Promotion  :  Sir 
John  Leake  was  declared  Admiral  of  the  White,  and  Ad¬ 
miral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  her  Majefty’s  Fleet  $ 
Sir  George  Byng ,  Admiral  of  the  Blue;  Sir  John 
Jenninzs ,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red;  Sir  John  Nor - 
risy  Vice-Admiral  of  the  White;  the  Lord  Durjley , 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  Blue;  Sir  Edward  Whitaker  y 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red;  and  John  Baker ,  Efqj 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  White.  Some  Alterations  were 
likewife  made  in  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Council** 

VoL.  IV.  F  An 


w  Upon  z  Complaint  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  of  a  Mafter 
of  a  Canary  oh  ip,  that  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  had  refufed  to 
convoy  him  from  Plymouth,  their  Lordfhips  ordered  Sir 
Thomas  to  attend  the  Houfe,  who  diredled  him  to  attend  the 
Committee.  The  latter  took  Occahon  to  examine,  likewife 
the  Papers  relating  to  his  Tryal  ;  and  after  they  had  read 
them,  on  the  9th,  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  with  two  Merchants, 
and  tne  Mailer  of  the  Canary  Ship,  were  called  in  before  their 
Lorddups ;  Sir  Thomas  having  ihevved  his  Orders,  to  warrant 
ills  Kerulal  of  Convoy,  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw  ;  and 
loon  a  ter.  Captain  Philips,  Deputy- Uffier  of  the  Biack-Rod 
came  out  to  Sir  Thomas,  and  told  him.  That  their  Lord’ 
Imps  (  found  he  had  fully  julfified  himfelf,  and  done  his 
Duty  in  every  Refped ;  and  therefore,  that  he  was  difchareed 
irom  any  further  Attendance  upon  that  Committee. 

x  Henry  Saint  John,  Eiq;  afterwards  Lord  Vifcount  Boling- 
oroke,  having  refigned  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  War,  Robert 

Walpole, 
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An  Acd  paired  for  Regulating  Convoys,  and  Crui¬ 
sers  $  and  a  farther  Term  of  fourteen  Years  and  a 
half  granted  to  the  Eajl-lndia  Company,  in  Confi- 
deration  of  their  Advancing  1,200,0 00/.  for  the 
Public  Service,  there  being  granted  in  the  whole, 
for  the  Year  1708,  no  lefs  a  Sum  than  5,933*657 
17  s.  4  d.  a  Supply  unheard  off  in  former  Times,  and 
for  a  great  Part  of  which  we  Hand  indebted  to  this  Day, 
Of  this,  upwards  of  2,300,000  L  were  intended  for  the 
Service  of  the  Fleet,  and  great  Things  were  expedted, 
efpecially,  .fince  all  Parts  of  the  Ifland  feemed  heartily 
united  in  onelntereftj  and  the  carrying  on  the  War* 
humbling  France ,  and  exalting  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria , 
were  every  where  confidered,  as  the  great  Objects  of 
our  CareL 

Bur,  before  our  Proje&s  were  throughly  adjufted, 
the  French  actually  played  off  one  of  theirs  5  which  put 
us  into  great  Confufion,  and  had  like  to  have  had 
much  worie  Conferences.  This  was,  the  Attempt 
upon  Scotland,  in  Favour  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George ; 
which,  was  the  Nom  de  Guerre  they  were  pleafed  to 
give  the  Perfon,  whom  the  Queen  foon  after  diftinguifli- 
ed  by  the  Name  of  the  Pretender.  The  Defign  is  faid 
to  be  carried  on  with  great  Secrecy ;  but  this  muff  be 
underftood  only  of  the  French  Court ;  for  it  was  fuffi- 
ciently  known,  and  talked  of  in  Scotland ,  long  enough 

before 


Walpole,  Efq;  now  Earl  of  Orford,  and  then  one  of  the  Prince’s 
Council ,  fucceeded  him  ;  and  in  the  Month  of  April  follow¬ 
ing,  the  Earl  of  Wemes,  a  Nobleman  of  Scotland,  and  Sir 
Jcjr.n  Leake,  were  added  to  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Council,  in 
Order  to  oblige  both  Nations, 

y  Burnet,  Burchet,  Oidmixon,  Compleat  Hiffory  of  Europe, 
1708,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Chandler’s  Debates,  Pointer’s 
Chronol.  Hift. 


Of  £fueen  A  N  N  F. 

0  ^ 

before  it  was  undertaken .  I  do  not  think,  that  fo  idle 
an  Expedition  demands  in  a  Work  of  this  Nature,  a  very 
critical  Explanation,  and  therefore,  I  fhall  content  my- 
fell  with  faying,  that  it  ought  to  be  reckoned  among  ft 
the  Number  of  thole  Affronts,  of  which  the  French  have 
never  been  fparirig  to  this  Nation,  and  was  chiefly  de- 
figned  to  {hew  how  much,  in  Spight  of  all  the  Power 


of  the  Allies,  Lewis  XI V.  was  able  to  alarm  and  dif- 
tracl  us.  The  Troops,  intended  for  this  Expedition, 
were  about  eleven  or  twelve  Battalions,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand.  of  the  Marquifs  de  Gace ,  afterwards  Filed  the 
Marihal  de  Aiantignon .  The  Fleet  confilfed  but  of  eight 
Men  of  War,  which  was  commanded  by  the  Count  de 
Forbin ,  who  is  laid  to  have  difliked  the  Deiign,  becaufe, 
lety  probably,  he  knew  the  Bottom  of  it  \  for  it  is  very 
certain,  the  French  never  intended  to  land,  and  refilled 
the  Chevalier  to  fet  him  on  Shore,  though  he  would  have 
gone  with  his  own  Servants.  The  true  Scheme  of  the 
French  King  was,  to  create  a  Diverf&n,  and  if  poffible, 
raife  a  Rebellion  in  Scotland ,  that  by  Means  of  Trials 
and  Executions,  the  Queen  and  her  Miniilry  might  be 
fufficiently  embarrafibd  at  Home,  and  have  the  lei's  Leifure 
to  profecute  their  Fiews  Abroad  j  and  from  thefe  Mo¬ 


tives,  he  ordered  his  Miniflers  in  all  Foreign  Ports,  to 
talk  in  very  magnificent  Terms,  of  the  Succours'  he 
gave  to  the  King  of  England ,  as  he  thought  fir  to  call 
him,  that  on  the  Rebound,  they  might  make  the  loud¬ 
er  Noife  in  Britain ,  and  induce  us  to  believe  our  Danger 
the  greatei,  and  more  inevitable7'. 

-  •  i 

F  2  In 


z  Hiftoire  Militalre  de  Lorn's  XIV.  Tom.  v. 
berti.  Tom.  iv.  p.  375.  iVlernoires  de  Fortin, 
iroin  this  Part  of  them,  to  be  fpurious. 


p,  47  8.  Lam- 

which  appear ^ 


\ 
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In  this  Refpedf,  the  French  Politics  had  their  Effedl ; 
for,  on  General  Cadcgan’s  fending  over  an  Exprefs,  dif- 
clofing  the  whole  Defign,  the  Queen,  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Bcyte^  acquainted  the  Houfe  of  Commons  therewith, 
on  the  4th  of  March ,  and  received  a  very  loyal  Addrefs 
from  them,  as  well  as  from  the  Lords  ;  but  the  Appre- 
henfions  exprefi'ed  here,  and  in  Holland 9  had  fuch  an 
Effedt  upon  the  Monied  Intereft,  that  it  occafioned  a 
prodigious  Run  upon  the  Bank,  and  difturbed  our  foreign 
Remittances  fo  much,  that  all  thinking  People  were 
convinced  of  the  great  Rife  a  Nation  runs,  that  engages 
in  a  foreign  War,  while  loaded  with  Debts  at  Home. 
Our  public  Securities  fell  furprizingly,  and  Things  would 
have  foon  fallen  into  Confufion,  if  the  Fright  had  not 
been  quickly  over,  which  was  owing  to  the  Care  of  the 
Admiralty,  who,  with  incredible  Diligence,  fitted  out  a 
Fleet  of  twenty-four  Men  of  War,  with  which,  Sir 
George  Byng ,  and  Lord  Durfley,  failed  for  the  French 
Coal!,  on  the  27th  of  February  ;  and  this,  without  di- 
minifliing  the  Convoy  of  the  Lifbon  Fleet;  which, 
when  we  had  Time  to  confider  it,  appeared  a  pro¬ 
digious  Thing,  and  fufficiently  convinced  the  French 9 

that  a  real  Invafion  was  not  their  Bufinefs a.  On  Sir 

George 


2  The  Run  upon  the  Bank  fo  much  alarmed  the  Exchequer, 
that  all  Ways  and  Means  poffible  were  thought  of,  to  put 
an  immediate  Stop  to  it ;  in  order  to  which,  the  Lord  High 
Treafurer,  not  only  allowed  Six,  inltead  of  Three,  per  Cent, 
for  all  the  Money  circulating  by  their  Bills,  but  alfo  {applied 
them  with  large  Sums  of  Money  out  of  his  private  Fortune, 
as  the  Dukes  of  Marlborough,  Newcallle,  Somerfet,  and  other 
Noblemen  alfo  did  ;  which,  with  the  Calling  in  of  20  per 

Cent,  upon  their  Capital,  brought  Things  right  again  fooner 

than 


Of  ghieen  ANNE.  65? 

George  Byng’s  anchoring  before  Gravelin ,  the  French 
Officers  laid  afide  their  Embarkation  ;  but  upon  exprefs 
Orders  from  Court,  were  obliged  to  refume  it ;  and,  on 
the  6th  of  March ,  adtually  failed  out  of  Dunkirk  ;  but 
being  taken  fhort  by  contrary  Winds,  came  to  an  Anchor 
till  the  8th,  and  then  continued  their  Voyage  for  Scot¬ 
land.  Sir  George  Byng  purfued  them  with  a  Fleet  of 
forty  Ships  of  the  Line,  betides  Frigates  and  Fire-Ships. 
He  afterwards  detached  Rear-Admiral  Baler  ^  with  a 
fmall  Squadron,  to  convoy  the  Troops  they  were  fent 
from  OJiend ,  and  prolecuted  his  Expedition  with  the  reth 
On  the  13th  of  March ,  the  French  were  difeovered  in 
the  Frith  of  Edinburgh ,  where  they  made  Signals,  but 
to  no  Furpofe,  and  then  iteered  a  N  E.  Courfe,  as  if 
they  intended  to  have  gone  to  St.  Andrews :  Sir  George 
Byng  puriued  them,  and  took  The  Salijbury ,  an  Englijb 
Prize,  then  in  their  Service,  with  feveral  Perfons  of 
great  Quality  onboard;  and  then  finding  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  come  up  with  the  Enemy,  he  returned  with 
the  Fleet  to  Leith ,  where  he  continued  till  he  received 
Advice  of  Count  Forbin  s  getting  back  to  Dunkirk ,  and 
then  proceeded  to  the  Downs ,  purfuant  to  the  Orders 
he  received  from  the  Miniftry,  from  whence  he  foon 
after  came  to  London ,  where  he  was  molt  gracioufjy  re- 

F  3  ceived 


than  it  would  have  been  expe&ed.  On  the  20th  of  March 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  came  to  a  Rdolution,  that  whoever 
defignedly  endeavoured  to  deltroy,  or  leflen,  the  Public  Credit, 
efpecialiy  at  a  lime  when  tne  Kingdom  was  threatened 
with  an  Invafion,  was  guilty  of  a  High  Crime  and  Mifde- 
meanor,  and  was  an  Enemy  to  her  Majefty  and  her  King¬ 
dom, 
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ceived  by  the  Queen  his  Sovereign,  and  by  his  Royal 
High nefs  Prince  George  of  Denmark  b. 

On  e  would  have  imagined,  that  this  furprifing 
Succefs,  mud:  have  fatisfied  every  Body  ;  and  that,  after 
defeating  fo  extraordinary  a  Scheme,  as  at  that  Time  this 
was  allowed  to  be,  and  reftoring  public  Credit,  as  it 
were  in  an  Inftant,  there  fhould  have  been  a  Univerfa! 
Tribute  of  Applaufe  paid  to  the  Admiral,  by  all  Ranks 
and  Degrees  of  People.  Yet,  this  was  fo  far  from  fall¬ 
ing  out,  that  Sir  George  Byng  had  icarce  fet  his  Foot 
in  London ,  before  it  was  whifpered,  that  the  Parliament 
would  enquire  into  his  Conduct;  which  took  Rife  from 
a  very  foolifh  Perfuafion,  that  having  once  had  Sight 
of  the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  he  might,  if  he  pleafed,  have 
taken  every  Ship  as  well  as  The  Salijbury.  The  Truth 
of  the  Matter  was,  that  the  French  having  amufed  the 
Jacobites  in  Scotland ,  with  a  Propofal  about  the  belieging 
the  Cafcle  of  Edinburgh ,  Sir  George  Byng  was  particu¬ 
larly  inftrudled,  by  all  means,  to  prevent  that,  by  hin¬ 
dering  the  French  from  landing  in  the  Neighbourhood. 
This  he  effe&ually  did,  and  by  doing  it,  anfwered  the 
End  for  which  he  was  fent.  But  the  fame  malicious 
People,  who  firfl  propagated  this  Story,  invented  alfo 
another,  viz .  That  Sir  George  was  hindered  from  taking 
the  French  Fleet,  by  his  Ships  being  foul;  which  adually 

produced 


b  The  Salisbury  Prize  was  a  very  corsfiderable  Thing,  if  we 
confider  the  Number  cf  Perfons  taken  on  board,  ror,  be- 
fides  Lord  Griffin,  Lord  Clermont,  Charles  Middleton,  Efq; 
and  Francis  Wauchope,  Efq;  who  had  all  followed  the  For¬ 
tunes  of  King  James  ;  there  were  likewife  feveral  Land  and 
Sea-Officers,  in  the  French  Service,  of  very  great  Diftic&ion, 
five  Companies  of  the  Regiment  of  Bearn,  and  all  the  Ships 
Company  confifting  cf  300  Men, 


/ 
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produced  an  Enquiry  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  an 
Addrefs  to  the  Queen  to  direCt,  that  an  Account  might 
be  laid  before  them,  of  the  Number  of  Ships  that  went 
on  the  Expedition  with  Sir  George  Byng ,  and  when  the 
fame  were  cleaned.  That  done,  they  refolved  the  Thanks 
of  the  Houfe  fhould  be  given  to  the  Prince,  as  Lord 
High  Admiral,  for  his  great  Care  in  fo  expeditioully 
felting  forth  fo  great  a  Number  of  Ships,  whereby  the 
Fleet  under  Sir  George  Byng ,  was  enabled,  fo  happily, 
to  prevent  the  intended  Invafion.  This  was  a  very  wife, 
and  well-concerted  Meafure,  fince  it  fully  fatisfied  the 
World  of  the  Falfhood  of  thefe  Reports,  and  at  the 
fame  Time,  gave  great  Satisfaction  to  the  Queen,  and 
her  Royal  Confort,  the  Prince  of  Denmark ,  who  had 
both  teftified  an  unufual  Concern  in  relation  to  the 
Report  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  they  conceived 
affeCted  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Character,  as  Lord  High 
Admiral ;  and  therefore,  to  give  this  Mefiage  of  Thanks 
a  better  Grace,  and  make  it  more  acceptable,  the  ut~ 
molt  Care  was  taken  in  the  Choice  of  thofe  who  were 
appointed  to  carry  it c.  Thus  ended  this  Affair  of  the 
Invafion,  which  made  fo  much  Noife  at  that  Time,  and 
which  has  been  handed  down  in  fo  many  different  Lights 
to  Pofterity.  An  Affair,  indeed,  which  fpeaks  the  true 

F  4  Policy 


c  The  Names  of  the  Perfons  appointed  to  carry  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Mefiage,  were,  Sir  Richard  Onilow,  Mr.  Se¬ 
cretary  Boyle,  Mr.  Compton,  Mr.  Scobel,  Colonel  Byerley, 
Lord  William  Paulet,  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  Mr.  Heylham, 
Admiral  Churchi!,  Mr.  Bromley,  Sir  Godfrey  Copley,  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer,  Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton,  Sir  David  Dalrymple, 
Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Morrifon,  Mr.  Brewer,  Sir  John 
Swinton,  Sir  John  Erfkine,  Mr.  Haiden,  Mr.  Cockburne,  Sir 
John  Holland,  and  Mr.  Wortley. 
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Policy  of  France ,  and  (hews  how  artfully  file  can  ferve 
her  own  Ends,  and  with  how  great  Readinefs  fhe  be- 
trays,  and  gives  up  to  Deftrudtion,  fuch  as  are  Fools 
enough  to  trull  her.  But,  through  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Britijo  Miniftry,  joined  to  the  Cunning  of  forne  of  the 
Nobility  of  Scotland,  who  were  taken  into  Cuflody  upon 
this  Occafion,  and  who,  it  is  generally  thought,  gave 
fuch  Lights,  as  enabled  the  Government  to  take  fuch 
effedlual  Methods  ;  the  latter  Part  of  the  French  Scheme 
proved  as  Abortive  as  the  firft  ;  all  the  Pri  foners  being 
fcon  aiter  fet  at  Liberty,  and  every  'T  hing  being  done 
to  fatisfy  and  quiet  the  People  of  that  Country. 

The  great  Point  the  Miniltry  had  in  view  this  Year, 
was,  to  put  the  Affairs  of  his  Catholic  Majefly  into 
better  Order,  and  to  repair,  if  poffible,  the  unlucky 
Confequences  of  the  fatal  Battel  of  Almanza.  Sir  John 
Leake ,  who  commanded  the  grand  Fleet,  was  fo  early 
at  Sea,  that  on  the  27th  of  March  he  arrived  at  Lijbon ; 
having,  in  his  Way  thither,  feen  the  Merchant  Ships 
bound  to  lirgima,  and  the  Canaries,  with  their  refpec- 
tive  Convoys,  well  into  the  Sea,  and  taken  Care  for  the 
Security  of  others  deiigned  to  the  Ports  in  Portugal 
Here  he  found  the  Ships  with  Captain  Hickes ,  which  were 
fourteen  of  the  third  Rate,  befides  fmall  Frigates,  and 
Bomb-Veflelsj  and  at  a  Council  of  War  it  wasRefolved, 

I  hat,  as  loon  as  the  *1  ramports  were  ready  to  receive 
the  Horfe  on  board,  the  Fleet  fhould  proceed  to  Vado, 
and  that  fuch  of  the  Ships  of  War  as  could  not  be  got 
ready  by  that  Time,  fhould  follow  to  Barcelona,  where 
there  would  be  Orders  left  how  they  fhould  farther  pro¬ 
ceed.  But,  as  for  the  Butch  Ships,  they  w7ere  all  fe- 
parated  in  bad  Weather,  between  England  and  Lijbon. 
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It  was  a Ifo  determined,  at  the  Defire  of  the  King  of 
Portugal ,  to  appoint  The  Warfpight ,  Rupert ,  and  Triton, 
to  cruize  off  of  the  Tercera ,  or  Azores  IJlands ,  for  the 
Security  of  his  Majefty’s  Fleet,  expeded  from  Brazil ; 
nor  was  there  Care  wanted  to  guard  the  Str eights - 
Mouth ,  left  other  wife  our  Trade  fhould  fuffer  by  the 
Enemies  Cruizers,  or  Frivateers.  The  procuring  Tranf- 
port-Ships,  and  putting  them  in  a  Condition  for  receiv¬ 
ing  the  Horfe,  took  up  a  confiderable  Time ;  but  on 
the  23d  of  April,  the  Admiral  was  ready  to  fail  with  as 
many  as  could  carry  fifteen  hundred,  with  one  fecond 
Rate,  twelve  third  Rates,  two  Fourths,  a  Fire-Ship, 
Bomb- Vefiels,  &c.  together  with  twelve  Ships  of  the 
Line  or  Battel  of  the  Statet-General  ^  and*  upon  Ad¬ 
vice  from  Colonel  Elliot ,  Qovernor  o  Gibraltar ,  and 
from  other  Hands,  that  feme  French  Ships  of  War  were 
feen  cruizing  off  the  Str eights- Mouth ;  one  Third,  and 

\ 

one  fourth  Rate,  and  another  of  the  Dutch ,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  lfrengthen  thofe  before  ordered  to  ply  up  and 
down  in  that  Station  d, 

The 


d  There  was  an  abfolute  Neceflity  of  fendiiw  fo  %0nsr  a 
Fleet  to  the  Relief  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  otherwife,  he 
muft  have  been  obliged  to  quit  that  Kingdom.  The  Ene¬ 
my  had  no  lefs  than  three  Armies  in  the  Field,  under  the 
Command  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  Duke  of  Noailles 
and  the  Marquis  de  Bay;  while  King  Charles  was  in  a  manner 
fhut  up  in  his  City  of  Barcelona,  and  liad  no  Hopes  of  being 
delivered,  but  by  our  Fleets  tranfporting  the  German  Troops 
that  lay  ready  for  his  Service  in  Italy.  Yet,  veiv  form  a;ter 
the  Arrival  Oi  Sir  John  Leake  in  thefe  Seas,  his  Affair^  be¬ 
gan  to  mend,  and  he  had  a  confideranle  Army  in  the  FiHd 
under  the  Command  of  Count  Sraremberg.  Bardlet,  Sumer! 
Oidmixon,  Annais  of  Queen  Anne,  Compleat  Hj'fory  of 
for  1  jqB* 


* 
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The  Admiral  failed  from  the  River  of  Lijbon ,  on 
die  28th  of  Aprils  and  in  his  FaiTage  up  the  Sir  eights  y 
he,  on  the  1 1  th  of  May ,  being  about  twelve  Leagues 
from  Alicant ,  had  Sight  of  feveral  Veffels,  which  he 
took  for  Fifhing-boats.  But  he  had  a  better  Account  of 
them  the  next  Day,  for  having  detached  before,  feme 
light  Frigates  from  Barcelona ,  to  give  Notice  of  the 
Approach  of  his  Fleet,  one  of  them  had  the  good  Luck 
to  take  a  French  Frigate  of  twenty-four  Guns,  and 
thereby  obtained  an  Account  of  the  Convoy  that  -was 
expected.  Upon  this,  the  Captain  of  our  Frigates  made 
the  neceflary  Difpofitions  for  intercepting  them.  The 
next  Day,  the  French  Convoy  appeared  in  Sight,  con- 
iiiling  of  three  Men  of  War,  one  of  44,  another  of 
40,  and  the  third  of  32  Guns,  with  ninety  Settees  and 
Tartanes  laden  with  Wheat,  Barley,  and  Oil,  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans's  Army,  and  bound  for 
Penifcola ,  near  the  Mouth  of  the  Ebro .  The  BritiJhFri- 
gates  bore  down  immediately  upon  the  Enemy’s  Men 
of  War,  that  abandoning  their  Barks,  and  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  make  their  Efcape,  came  in  View  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  Fleet,  which,  feeing  feven  Men  of  War,  con¬ 
cluded  they  were  Enemies,  and  thereupon  the  Admiral 
made  a  Signal  to  give  them  chafe.  But,  as  the  great 
Ships  could  not  follow  them  near  the  Coaft,  the  French 
made  their  Efcape  in  the  Night.  The  Vice'  Admiral  of 
the  White,  who  failed  on  the  Left  with  his  Divifion, 
perceiving  the  Barks  near  the  Coaft,  fent  his  Long- 
Boats,  and  fmall  Ships,  and  took  feveral  of  them.  The 
next  Morning  they  faw  foxne  of  them  difperfed,  which 
were  likewife  taken  by  the  Long-Boats:  And  fome 
Barks  of  Catalonia ,  coming  out  of  their  Harbours  at  the 

fame 
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fame  Time,  to  have  a  Share  in  the  Booty,  lixty-nine 
of  them  were  taken,  and  the  reft  difperfed  e. 

On  the  15th  of  May ,  the  Admiral  arrived  at  Barce¬ 
lona ,  where  he  was  joined  by  feveral  of  our  Ships,  and 
complimented  by  the  King  of  Spain,  on  his  late  Succefs ; 
his  Catholic  Majefty  took  this  Opportunity  of  defiring 
a  Squadron  might  be  left  under  his  Di region  at  Bar¬ 
celona,  while  the  hleet  crofied  to  Italy,  in  order  to  bring 
over  the  Reinforcements  he  expe&ed,  and  the  Queen 
of  Spain,  who,  it  was  thought,  was  by  this  Time  ar¬ 
rived  at  Genoa.  He  fignified  alfo,  his  Defire,  that  the 
Provifions  lately  taken,  might  be  laid  up  in  his  Magazines, 
which  were  but  indifferently  furnifhed ;  that  Care  might  be 
taken  for  reducing  Sardinia  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  that, 
'whenever  the  Service  would  permit,  fuch  Difpofitions 
might  be  made,  as  would  contribute  to  the  Conqueft  of 
Sicily,  which  Kingdom  he  judged  might  be  recovered  by 
the  Forces  under  Count  Daun,  and  the  Care  of  the  then 
\  ice-Roy  of  Naples.  As  to  the  Provifions,  the  Admiral 
ordered  they  fhould  be  difpofed  of,  as  the  King  required  ; 

but 


.  have  proved  an  Affair  very  confiderable  in 

its  Confeqoenccs,  if  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  commanded 
the  Army  0.  King  Pnilip,  had  not  been  one  of  the  fir  ft  Ge- 
r,erals  of  the  Age  ;  but  lie  forefeeing  that  this  Accident 
rnigct  happen,  had  provided  againft  it,  by  orderino-  a  yreat 
Quantity  o.  Oats  and  Beans,  which  had  been  laid  up  for  the 
Lie  of  the  Cavalry,  to  be  employed  in  making  Bread,  till 
las  Army  could  be  better  fupplied.  This  Capture,  however, 
proved  of  the  utmoft  Ufe  to  King  Charles,  as  it  enabled  his 
Army,  after  it  was.  once  formed,  to  take  the  Field  fome 
eeksfooner  t.ian  it  could  otherwife  have  done;  and  the 
Reacinefs  wit.i  which  the  Admiral  caufed  the  Cargoes  of  his 

ttelwXh?  NNK5  Magees,  Efficiently  proves 

had  for  tlii^bemce.  “  and  the  Srea£  Concern  he 
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but  with  refpect  to  his  other  Demands,  the  Admiral 
thought  it  neceilary  to  call  a  Council  of  War,  to  de¬ 
termine  which  fhould  be  executed,  fince  it  appeared  ab- 
folutely  Impracticable  to  undertake  them  all.  At  this 
Council,  were  prefent,  befides  himfelf.  Sir  John  Norris , 
Sir  Edward  Whitaker ,  Sir  Thomas  Hardy ,  and  two  of 
the  EngHjh  Captains ;  as  alfo  the  Baron  Wajenaer ,  and 
two  of  the  Dutch.  It  was  determined  to  leave  with  the 
King  two  third  Rates,  one  Fourth,  and  one  Fifth  of 
ours,  and  two  Ships  of  the  States-General ,  and  with  the 
reft  of  the  Fleet,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  Port  of 
Vadoy  in  order  to  the  Tranfporting  the  Horfe  and  Foot 
from  thence  to  Barcelona ,  as  alfo  her  Majefty  the  Queen 
or  Spain j  if  {he  fnould  be  ready  f. 

The  Admiral  failed  in  purfuance  of  this  Refolution, 
and  arrived  on  the  29th  of  May  at  Vado ;  but  finding 
nothing  in  Pveadinefs,  he  went  to  wait  on  the  Queen  of 
Spain  at  Milan ,  where  he  arrived  the  1 8th  of  June , 
and  was  received  with  all  poffible  Marks  of  Refpect 
and  Efteem.  Upon  his  preffing  Initances,  her  Majefiy 
conferred  to  fet  out  immediately  for  Genoa ,  where  (he 
arrived  on  the  ift  of  July ,  embarked  on  the  2d,  and 

arrived 


f  The  great  Reafon  that  his  Catholic  Majefiy  was  fo  defirous 
of  having  a  Squadron  to  cruize  on  the  Coaft  of  Catalonia,  was 
the  Apprehenfions  he  was  under,  that  the  French  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  fend  a  new  Convoy  of  Provifions  from  Provence,  and 
Languedoc,  into  Spain.  Befides,  during  the  Abfence  of  the 
Fleet,  his  Affairs  were  in  fuch  a  diltrened  Condition,  that  it 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  he  fhould  have  always  a  Naval  Force 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Barcelona,  to  fecure  his  Perfon,  in 
cafe  of  any  unforefeen  Accident  •,  and  thefe  were  the  Reafons 
that  determined  the  Admiral,  and  the  Council  of  War,  tQ 
comply  with  his  Majefiy’s  Requeft. 


\ 
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arrived  happily  at  Mataro  on  the  14th  g.  After  having 
conducted  the  Queen,  with  all  imaginable  Refpecf,  to 
Barcelona ,  the  Admiral  thought  next  of  the  Reduction 
of  Sardinia ,  which  he  performed  almoft  as  loon  as  he 
arrived  there.  He  appeared  before  Cagliari  on  the  ill 
of  Augujl ,  and  having  fummoned  it,  the  Marquis  of 
Jamaica ,  who  commanded  there  for  King  Philip ,  de¬ 
clared  his  Refolution  of  holding  out  to  the  laffc  Extremity. 
Upon  this,  the  Admiral  ordered  the  Place  to  be  bom¬ 
barded  all  that  Night,  and  the  next  Morning  Major- 
General  JVills  landed  about  1800  Men,  and  made  the 
neceilary  Difpofitions  for  attacking  the  Place ,  but,  the 
Spanifh  Governor  believing  himfelf  now  at  the  laft 
Extremity,  faved  them  any  further  Trouble  by  coming 
to  a  fpeedy  Capitulation.  The  Reduction  of  this  Ifland, 
was  of  equal  Advantage  to  the  Common  Caufe,  and  to 
that  of  King  Charles  ;  for  it  gave  great  Security  to  our 
Navigation,  and  enabled  his  Catholic  Majefty  to  fupply 
himlelf  from  thence,  as  often  as  he  had  Qccafion, 
with  Corn  and  other  Provilions h. 

The 


g  As  it  was  certainly  known,  that  King  Phillip’s  Confort 
contributed  not  a  little  to  fix  the  Spaniards  firmly  to  the  King 
her  Hufband’s  Interdl  ;  it  was  refolved,  the  Year  before,  to 
fix  upon  a  Wife  for  King  Charles,  and  accordingly,  the  Prin- 
cefs  Elizabeth  Chriftiana  o  ~  Wolfenbuttel,  was  chofen.  She 
is  icili  living,  and  js  now  ft  i  led  the  Emprefs  Dowager,  and  is 
Mother  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  Arch-Dutchefs, 
who,  is  faid  to  be  intended  for  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain. 
Before  her  Marriage,  her  imperial  Majefty  was  a  Protcftant, 
nor  did  fhe  change  her  Religion,  till  die  had  advifed  with  the 
Lutheran  Clergy,  who  declared,  that  fhe  might  hope  for  Salva¬ 
tion  in  the  Church  of  Rome. 

,  J  ^]S  Eland  lies  co  the  North  of  Corfica,  from  which  it  is 
divided  by  a  (mall  and  (hallow  Ann  of  the  Sea.  It  has  on 

the 
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The  Admiral  had  fcarce  completed  the  Conquefl  of 
inis  Iiiand,  before  his  Affiltance  was  required  for  the  re¬ 
ducing  another 5  and  therefore  failing  from  Cagliari  the 
1 8th  of  Auguft ,  he  arrived  before  Port- Mahon  on  the 
25th;  but  not  finding  Lieutenant-General  Stanhope 
(after  wards  Earl  Stanhope ,  and  Secretary  of  State)  he 
ion!  two  Ships  of  the  third  Rate,  to  Majorca ,  to  hafleu 
the  Embarkation  of  thofe  which  were  to  be  furnifhed 
from  that  Ifland,  which  returned  the  ift  of  September 
with  fome  Settees,  loaden  with  Materials  of  War  for 
the  Army ;  nor  was  it  more  than  two  Days,  before 
Tije  Milfordy  and  three  Dutch  Ships  of  War,  arrived  with 
the  Lieutenant  -  General,  being  followed  by  five  third 
Rates,  Convoy  to  fifteen  Tranfports,  that  had  on  board 
them  the  Land-Forces \  whereupon,  a  Council  of  War 
was  held  of  the  Sea-Officers,  and  it  was  Refolved,  that 
the  Ships  defigned  to  return  to  Great  Britainy  fhould 
leave  behind  them,  to  affift  in  the  Attempt,  all  the  Ma¬ 
rine  Soldiers,  above  the  middle  Compliment  of  each  of 
them,  and  that  the  Squadron  of  Englijh  and  Dutchy 
defigned  to  be  continued  Abroad  with  Sir  Edward 
Whitaker ,  fihould  remain  at  Port-Mahony  to  affift  with 

their 


the  Eafl,  the  Sea  of  Sicily  ;  on  the  Weil,  the  Mediterranean ; 
on  the  South,  the  Coaft  of  Afric,  from  which  it  is  not  diilant 
above  fifty  Leagues.  It  is  divided  into  two  Parts  by  the  Rivers 
Cedro,  and  Lirfo,  and  is  extreamly  fruitful  in  Corn,  Oil, 
Honey,  and  all  the  Neceffaries  of  Life,  As  foon  as  the  Eng- 
hfh  Fleet  appeared,  the  Clergy  declared  unanimoufly  for  King 
Charles ;  and  the  Admiral  had  the  Satisfadtion  of  feeing  the 
new  Vice  Roy  he  carried  over,  eflabliihed  in  the  peaceable 
PofTeffion  of  his  Government  in  the  Space  of  a  Week,  and 
without  the  Lofs  of  fo  much  as  a  Man.  The  Reader  will 
find  the  Capitulations  at  large  in  The  Compleat  Hillory  of 
Europe,  for  1708,  p-  261. 
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their  Marines  and  Seamen  in  the  Reduction  of  that 
Place,  fo  long  as  the  Lieutenant-General  fliould  defire  it; 
due  Regard  being  had  to  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  the 
Time  their  Provifions  might  laft,  and  the  Tranfporting 
from  Naples  to  Barcelona ,  four  thoufand  of  the  Emperor's 
Troops  for  the  Service  of  his  Catholic  Majefty.  It  was 
Refolved,  that  the  Englijb  Ships  fliould  fpare  the  Forces 
as  much  Bread  as  they  could,  and  both  they  and  the 
Dutch ,  all  their  Cannon-fliot,  except  what  might  be 
neceflary  for  their  own  Defence ;  and  that,  when  every 
thing  fliould  be  landed,  which  was  neceflary  for  the 
Siege,  the  Admiral  fliould  proceed  to  England ,  with  one 
fecond  Rate,  and  fix  Thirds  of  ours,  and  eight  Dutch 
Ships  of  the  Line;  but  fometime  after  this,  he  fent 
Home  two  Englijb,  and  two  Dutch  Ships  of  War,  with 
the  empty  Tranfports  of  both  Nations,  in  order  to  their 
being  difeharged.  The  Siege  was  carried  on  with  fuch 
Vigour,  that,  by  the  End  of  October,  the  Place  fur- 
rendered,  and  the  Garrifon,  confuting  of  about  a  thou¬ 
fand  Men,  marched  out,  and  were  afterwards  tranfport- 
ed  on  board  our  Veflels,  feme  to  France ,  and  others  tea 
Spain,  according  to  the  Articles  of  the  Capitulation  C 

Before  this  Conqueft  of  Port- Mahon,  Fort  Fernelli , 
which  had  before  it  a  Harbour  no  lefs  confiderabie* 
though  lefs  noted  than  Port-Mahon,  had  fubmitted  to 

the 

x-warmmt 
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3  The  Troops  under  the  Command  of  General  Stanhope, 
confiked  of  no  more  than  2,600  Men,  which  were  landed  at 
Port-Mahon,  on  the  14th  of  October.  They  were  not  able  to 
batter  the  Place  till  the  28th,  and  two  Days  after,  it  furren- 
dcred  ;  about  fifty  Men  were  killed  'and  wounded  in  the  Siere, 
and  among  the  former.  Captain  Stanhope,  of  The  Milford,  Bro¬ 
ther  to  the  General,  a  young  Gentleman  of  great  Hopes,  and 
who  had  diflinguiflied  himfeli  remarkably  upon  this  Qccafioa. 
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the  Obedience  of  King  Charles .  This  Service,  was  ow* 
ing  to  Captain  Butler ,  and  Captain  Fairborne ,  who  bat¬ 
tered  that  Fort,  with  the  two  Ships  under  their  Com¬ 
mand,  till  they  obliged  it  to  furrender.  The  Place  was 
naturally  ftrong,  and  was,  befides,  tolerably  fortified; 
having  four  Baftions,  and  twelve  Pieces  of  Brafs  Can¬ 
non  :  Yet,  it  coil:  but  four  Hours  Time,  and  the 
Lofs  of  fix  Men  killed,  and  twelve  wounded.  They 
found  in  the  Garrifon,  a  hundred  Cannon,  three  thou- 
fand  Barrels  of  Powder,  and  all  Things  neceflary  for  a 
good  Defence.  Some  little  Time  after,  the  General 
fent  a  Detachment  of  about  a  hundred  Spaniards ,  with 
three  hundred,  or  more,  of  the  Marquis  Pifaro’s  Re¬ 
giment,  to  Citadella ,  the  Chief  Town  of  the  Ifland 
on  the  Weft  Side  thereof.  Sir  Edward  Whitaker ,  dis¬ 
patched  two  Ships  of  War  thither;  which  Place  put  them 
to  no  great  Trouble,  for  the  Garrifon  immediately  fur- 
rendering,  were  made  Prifoners  of  War,  being  a  hundred 
French ,  and  as  many  Spaniards .  Being  thus  pofTefled 
of  this  Ifland,  we  had  thereby  the  Advantage  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Harbour,  which,  during  the  War,  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  ufeful  to  us  in  the  cleaning  and  refitting  fuch  of 
our  Ships,  as  were  employed  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and 
not  only  Magazines  of  Stores  were  lodged  there  for  that 
Purpofe,  but  fuch  Officers  appointed  to  refide  on  the 
Place,  as  were  judged  requifite,  and  a  vaft  Expence  faved 
thereby  to  the  Nation  kj 

But 


k  The  Reduction  of  the  Ifland  of  Minorca,  was  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  Service,  that  ail  imaginable  Pains  were  taken,  to 

make 
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But,  it  is  now  Time  we  (hould  return  to  the  Fleet 
which,  as  we  obferved,  failed  under  the  Command  of 
Sir  John  Leake ,  for  England ,  on  the  6th  of  September . 
■His  Excellency,  on  his  Arrival  at  Gibraltar ,  being 
there  informed,  that  four  French  Men  of  War  had  ta* 
o  f  our  Merchant-Ships,  that  ran  without 
Convoy,  near  Cape  Spartel,  and  carried  them  into  Ca¬ 
diz-,  he  thought  proper  to  leave  a  fmall  Squadron,  con- 
lifting  of  two  third  Rates,  one  fourth,  and  a  fifth,  to 
cruize  in  that  Station,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  Accidents 
for  the  future,  and  then  purfued  his  Voyage  to  England, 
and  arrived  fafely  at  St.  Helens,  on  the  19th  of  October' 

VoL-IV-  G  having 


make  the  Britifh  Nation  fenfible  thereof,  by  giving  an  exaft 
Amount  of  tnat  whole  Proceeding,  in  the  Gazette  ;  and  after 
General  Stanhope  had  tranfmitted  an  Account  of  the  Con- 
queft  or  the  whole  Ifland,  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  then  Pr-'a- 

GeneSCretary  Statt’  VV™te  the  foUowinS  L«ter  to  that 
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I  received  on  Monday  the  Favour  of  Yours  of  the  a  orb 
of  September,  N.  S.  bv  Captain  Moyfer,  wi^’ the  we£ 

5  the  f!-Z°r  g  Pon;Mahon  ;  which,  though  it  came 
at  the  fame  tune  as  the  News  of  takinv  0f  Lifts  vet  w  s 

Zbnplfi  p7  1Ci/Very  body  uP“n  °ur  be- 

oSthe  il,0n  P“rt-Mailon.  as  of  the-  Lit  Confequence 

LtV  yWp  °“  the  War  in  SPain  »  Glides  the  other 

War  aTp  '*  We  f  W‘fe’  We  may  reaP  from  if-  both 

Queen  "anil eaCe'  p*  ,can.not  exPrefs  t0  >'ou  tlle  Senfe  the 

dudt  in  ^hf  AT  B°dy  h?re’  haVeof  your  Zeal  and  Con- 

is  fc/much  ni  '  air,rti°  vv  l10*1  very  important  Succefs 

of  vour  ProT8'  d  iieart,iy  condole  With  you  for  the  Lofs 
of  you.  Brother,  whrch,  indeed,  is  a  public  Lofs  to  us  all,  he 

the  Ou/n  ?JI‘S  3  y<TS  Man-  1  muil  not  omit  telling  you, 
G-iT  d°pS  £rfr  y  aPProve  of  your  leaving  an  Englifh 

.»o»gh  r.TOof,i it,  £3 

fiarr  *  *e  G°mm  »■»  K  JSsi. 

.  rckt,  Butnet,  Oldmixon,  London  Gazette,  No.  44.81. 
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having  met  in  the  Soundings  with  the  Squadron  cruiz¬ 
ing  there  under  the  Command  of  Lord  Durfley ,  after¬ 
wards  Earl  of  Berkley  y  and  for  fome  time  at  the  Head 

of  the  Admiralty. 

* 

Sir  Edward  Whitaker  had  now  the  foie  Command 
of  the  Squadron  left  for  the  Mediterranean  Service,  and 
was  confequently  expofed  to  all  the  Difficulties  which 
ufually  happen  to  Officers  under  different  Orders.  On 
the  one  Side,  he  was  bound  to  regulate  his  Conduct  by 
the  Inltruftions  left  him  by  Sir  John  Leake ;  on  the 
other,  he  was  continually  follicited  by  King  CharleSy  to 
undertake  this,  or  that  Expedition,  for  his  Service.  The 
chief  Thing  the  Imperial  Court  had  at  this  Time  in 
View,  was,  the  Reduction  of  Sicily ,  an  Enterprize  not 
to  be  undertaken,  but  in  Conjundtion  with  our  Fleet  ; 
and,  as  it  afterwards  proved,  not  then  neither ;  for  when 
Sir  Edward  had  difpofed  every  Thing  in  the  befl  Man¬ 
ner  poffible,  for  the  fupporting  this  Defign,  the  Vice- 
Roy  of  Naples  declared,  there  were  fuch  Difcontents 
in  that  Kingdom,  as  would  not  allow  him  to  fend  any 
Troops  from  thence  ;  but,  if  Sir  Edward  Whitaker 
would  furnifh  him  with  a  fmall  Squadron,  he  was  ready 
to  undertake  the  Reduction  of  the  Places  on  the  Coaft 
of  Tufcanyy  which  belonged  to  the  Crown  of  Spain.  In 
Compliance  with  this  Requeft,  The  Defiance ,  and  The 
Torky  with  The  Terrible  Bomb-Veflel,  were  fent  into 
the  Road  of  Piombino ;  but,  the  GermanSy  as  ufual,  were 
fo  backward  in  their  Preparations,  that  it  was  neceffary 
to  continue  a  Month  longer  in  thofe  Seas ;  but  to  very 
little  Purpofe,  at  leaft  with  refpedt  to  either  of  the 
Defigns  before-mentioned :  But,  in  regard  to  a  Dilpute 
that  then  fublifted  between  his  Holinefs  and  the  Imperial 

Court, 


Of  Queen  ANNE  83 

Court,  and  which  had  almoft  rifen  into  a  War,  it  had  a 
better  El left ;  for  our  chafing  fome  of  the  Pope’s  Gallies, 
and  threading  to  bombard  Civitta  Vechia ,  contributed 
not  a  little  to  bring  down  the  Pontiff’s  haughty  Stomach, 
and  incline  him  to  an  Accommodation  upon  Terms  a. 
greeable  to  the  Imperial  Court.  All  this  Time,  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Whitaker  was  at  Leghorn,  attending  the  Motions 
of  the  German  Troops,  where,  he  unexpectedly  receiv¬ 
ed  a  Letter  from  King  Charles  III.  of  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  Nature,  his  Majefty  acquainted  him  therein,  that 
the  Enemy  had  not  only  befieged  the  City  of  Benia, 
in  Valencia ,  but  had  threatened  alfo  to  attack  Meant, 
in  which  they  were  to  be  fupported  by  a  French  Fleet  of 
fifteen  Ships  of  the  Line.  For  thefe  Reafons,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  being  blocked  up  in  Catalonia,  his  Majefty 
earneftly  entreated  him  not  to  pafs  the  Streights,  as  by 
Sir  John  Leak  s  InftruCtions  he  was  required  to  do,  but 
to  remain  upon  the  Coaft  of  Spain  j  alluring  him,  if  he 
did  otherwife,  he  would  charge  upon  him  all  the  Mif- 
fortunes  that  might  happen  to  his  Affairs.  General 
Stanhope,  alfo  wrote  much  to  the  fame  Purpofe  ;  upon 
tvhich,  it  was  refolved  in  a  Council  of  War,  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Fade,  in  order  to  take  on  board  there,  a 
Reinforcement  of  German  Foot,  for  the  Service  of  King 
Charles,  and  then  fail  direftly  for  Barcelona  \ 
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“n™!,  ff  tS  °f  K,'ng  PhiIiP  continued  to  profner  afo 
the  Battel  of  Almanza,  on  all  Sides.  The  Duke  ofPn’r!  ” 
commanded  the  beft  Parr  nf  ,  7  0t  ^ritran: 

lelf  Mailer  of  To  lit  had  cS  and  ^7  ',,aking  h;™ 

wliat  differently  rennrrrH  !  y  ,  P>  been  fome 

t  y  reP°md-  h  on  the  one  Hand,  alledgec 
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*  ■  14  * 

In  purluance  of  this  Defign,  Sir  Edward  Whitaker 
left  Leghorn  on  the  27  th  of  November ,  and  having  exe¬ 
cuted  it  very  fuccefsfully,  arrived  fafely  at  Barcelona . 
There,  the  King  acquainted  him  by  Letter,  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  had  been  agreed  on,  at  a  Council  of 
War  held  in  his  Royal  Prefence,  the  moll  confiderable 
Service  the  Squadron  under  his  Command  could  do,  at 
that  Jun&ure  of  Time,  was,  to  return  to  the  Coaft  of 
Italy,  and  convoy  the  Troops  from  thence  defigned  for 
Catalonia ;  but  withal,  recommended  to  him  not  only 
the  convoying  the  Tranfports,  with  Corn  from  Majorca , 
and  their  being  afterwards  fent  to  Sardinia ,  for  a  further 
Supply,  and  for  Horfes  to  mount  their  Cavalry,  but 
that,  when  he  fhould  be  on  the  Coall  of  Italy,  he  would 
appoint  fuch  Ships  as  Cardinal  Grimani  might  delire, 
to  fecure  the  Paflage  of  the  Phare  of  Mejfina,  which 
might  conduce  to  the  more  fpeedy  Accommodation  of 
Affairs  that  were  negotiating  at  Rome .  Hereupon,  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  Dutch  Ships  fhould  proceed  diredly 
to  Majorca ,  and  convoy  the  Tranfports  to  Barcelona , 
and  from  thence  to  Cagliari,  as  foon  as  they  fliould  be 
unladen,  while  the  reft  of  the  Squadron  made  the  bell 
of  their  Way  to  Leghorn,  where  arriving,  they  met  with 

very 


that  the  Princefs  of  Urfms,  who  at  that  Time  entirely  go¬ 
verned  King  Philip,  fell  into  a  Correfpandence  with  the  Ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  at  the  French  Court,  and  by-  a 
Multitude  of  Intrigues,  rendered  him  cdious  to  his  Uncle, 
Lewis  XIV.  On  the  other  Hand,  it  is  as  confidently  affirmed, 
that  his  Royal  Highnefs  held  a  Secret  Corrcfpondence  with 
the  Allies,  anc3  had  adlually  formed  a  Project  for  fuppianting 
King  Philip.  Whatever  his  Political  Schemes  might  be,  he 
certainly  fhewed  himfelf  an  able  General,  fince,  by  keeping 
Count  Starenberg  employed  in  Catalonia,  he  gave  the  Chevalier 
D’Asfeldt  Time  to  conquer  Valencia. 


/ 


I 


8  5 


Of  Queen  ANN  F. 

very-  bad  Weather;  but -had  Advice,  that  .Matters  were 
accommodated  at  Rome ,  the  Pope  having  owned  Charles 
III.  King  of  Spain ;  and  from  the  Marquis  de  Pei  , 
that  three  thouiand  e  flee  live  Men  fhould  be  readv  to  em¬ 
bark  at  Naples,  as  foon  as  they  arrived  there n.  Thefe  Ne¬ 
gotiations  took  up  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Winter, 
and  therefore,  here  we  are  to  put  an  End  to  our  Ac¬ 
count  of  Sir  Edward  Whitaker’s  Squadron,  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  which,  we  fhall  refume,  when  we  come  to 
fpeak  of  the  Naval  Tran  factions  of  the  ending  Year. 

The  Squadron  appointed  to  cruize  in  the  Soundings , 

■  was  commanded  this  Year  by  Lord  Dur/ley,  who  was 
very  fortunate  in  protecting  our  Trade,  but  not  alto¬ 
gether  fo  happy  in  chafing  the  French.  Ships  that  appear- 
ed  from  Time  to.  Time  upon  our  Coaft,  which  was 
owing  10  the  Fouinefs  of  his  Ships,  and  to  the  Cieanr.efs 
of  theirs.  In  the  Middle  of.  the  Summer,  a  Refolution  was 
taken,  to  make  a  De/cent  on,  or  at  leall  to  alarm,  the 
Coaft  of  France ;  and  Sir  George  Byng ,  as  Admiral,  and 
Lord  Dur/ley ,  as  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  were  ap 
pointed  to  command  the  Fleet  deftined  for  that  Pur- 
-  •  -  G  3  p  ofe. 


n  The  Pope  had  all  along  '/hewn  a  areat  FrHinar*  r 
the  French  Intereft,  and  thf/Eoipe^rCvira  %  ^ 

about  their  Temporary  Rights  the  f>  S  ed  ^ltJ1  llun 

Troops,  and  to  beLe.Lif  IXSSJft  &S? 
after  the  Manner  nf  d  t0  ^*Pute  Point 


LUt-rc  at  iJi icretion, 

ed,  much  againft  his  WilT  and^f  ^  v°  was  con^rain- 

the  utmoft  of  h  K  L  I  f,  ltrTeI',!K  a2ainft  «  to 

fubmit,  in  every  other  to!  fhT*  ^  t0 

fame  Time  fever al  Z  v  Jh  En,Peror-  About  the 
were  reduced  hv  the  C  ,  f  t'oftrel}e8  on  the  Coaft  of  Tufcany 

probaoly,  had  been  attempted  in  Sicily  hv  Hv r ‘  J  !?’ 
lent  over  thither  Count  .  t“,it  JV,U1S  Philip 

3000  Men,  4  l'  l>  ari  cxPcrienced  Officer,  with 
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and  Lieutenant-General  Erie ,  had  the  Command  of  the 
Land-Forces.  Many  Things  were  given  out  with  rela- 
tion  to  this  Expedition,  the  true  Defign  of  which,  was 
difturbing  the  French  Naval  Armaments  on  their  Coafts, 
and  obliging  the  French  Court  to  march  great  Bodies  of 
Men  to  protect  their  Maritime  Towns,  which  necef- 
farily  occafioned  the  diminifhing  of  their  Army  in 
Flanders.  On  the  27th  of  July ,  the  Fleet,  with  the 
Tranfports,  having  the  Troops  on  board,  which  were 
intended  for  the  Defcent,  failed  from  Spithead ,  and  came 
the  next  Day  to  an  Anchor  off  Deal.  The  29th,  they 
flood  over  to  the  Coaft  of  Picardy ,  as  well  to  alarm, 

-  -  "V 

as  to  amufe  the  Enemy,  and  to  be  ready  for  further 
Orders.  The  ift  of  Augujl  the  Fleet  failed  again,  and 
anchored  the  next  Day  in  the  Bay  of  Boulogne ,  w;here 
they  made  a  Feint  of  Landing  their  Troops ;  the  Third, 
they  flood  in  pretty  nigh  the  Shoar,  to  obferve  the  Con¬ 
dition  of  the  Enemy.  The  Fourth,  they  weighed  ;  but 
anchored  again  about  Noon  in  the  Bay  of  EJlaples . 
Ilere  a  Detachment  of  Troops  were  landed;  but  the 

Project  on  Shore,  which  this  Defcent  was  to  have  coun- 

: 

tenanced,  being  laid  alide,  an  Exprefs  brought  new 
Orders  from  England ,  upon  which  the  Troops  were  re- 
embarked.  The  Seventh,  they  flood  over  again  to  the 
Coaft  of  England ,  and,  being  joined  by  more  Tranfports 
jn  Dover-Road ,  arrived  the  eleventh  in  the  Bay  of  La 
Hogue.  The  Twelfth,  they  defigned  to  have  landed  y 
but,  upon  viewing  the  Cpaft,  they  found  fo  many 
Troops  brought  together,  to  oppofe  a  Defcent,  and  fo 
many  Forts  and  Batteries  on  Shoar,  that  it  was  deerped 
impracticable.  The  Fourteenth,  the  Fleet  fet  fail  again. 


for  the  Weftwardj  but*  the  Wind  coming  about  the 
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next  Day,  they  altered  their  Courfe,  and  lay  before 
Cherbourg ,  but  found  no  ProfpecT  of  doing  any  thing 
there.  The  fame  Day,  the  Lord  Durjley ,  in  The  Ox¬ 
ford ,  with  fix  other  Men  of  War,  and  Marines,  failed 
to  the  Weftward,  to  cruize  in  the  Soundings .  The 
Seventeenth,  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  returned  to  the  Bay 
of  La  Hogue ;  but  the  Men  growing  fickly,  and  Pro- 
vifions  falling  fhort,  Sir  George  Byng  returned  to  Spit- 
bead ,  on  the  twenty-eighth  °. 

When  the  Squadron  under  Lord  Durfey ,  had  been 
victualled,  and  refitted,  at  Plymouth ,  he  failed  from  thence 
on  the  28th  of  September ,  with  five  Ships  of  War,  and 
was  joined  the  next  Day  by  The  Hampjhire ,  which  had 
taken  a  fmall  French  Privateer.  His  Lordfhip  took  another 
himfelf,  of  twenty-four  Guns,  belonging  to  St.  Male, 
which  had  done  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief.  On  the  7  th 
of  November ,  his  Lordfhip  returned  to  Plymouth ,  and 
foon  after,  The  Hampjhire  brought  in  a  Privateer  of 
fixteen  Guns,  and  a  rich  Merchant-man  bound  to  the 
JVe ft- Indies  $  The  Salijbury ,  like  wife  brought  in  two 
Prizes,  and  through  the  great  Vigilance  of  this  Noble 
Commander,  the  whole  Coaft  was  very  thoroughly 
protected.  In  the  Middle  of  December ,  his  Lordfhip 

G  4  having 


^  0  Mr.  Secretary  Burchet  takes  not  the  leaft  Notice  of  this 
Expedition,  though  we  have  a  very  large  Account  of  it  in 
the  Gazettes,  No.  44.5  8,  4459*  44^°>  44^!>&c.  The  French 
Hiftorians,  likewife,  magnify  the  great  Advantage  they  ob¬ 
tained,  by  repelling  this  Invafion.  After  thus  alarming  the 
French  Coaft,  and  creating  the  Enemy  inexprefiible  Trouble, 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  defired,  that  this  Body  of  Troops 
might  be  landed  at  Gftend,  which  was  accordingly  performed 
on  the  23d  of  September,  at  fo  critical  a  Juncture,  that  it  is 
thought,  if  they  had  not  arrived,  the  City  of  Liflc  could 
fcarce  have  been  taken. 
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having  cleaned  his  Ship,  put  to  Sea  again  with  his  Squa-* 
Cion,  and  on  the  29th,  faw  two  Ships  which  chafed 
him  ;  but  when  they  came  near,  they  bore  away,  and 
then  his  Lordfhip  returned  the  Complement,  by  chafing 
them  with  all  the  Sail  he  could  make,  and  at  laft  came 
within  Gun-ihot,  when  their  Commanders  lightened 
them,  by  throwing  many  Things  over-board,  and  fo 
they  efcaped  ;  which  gave  great  Concern  to  his  Lord- 
fliip,  the  one  being  a  fixty,  the  other  a  fifty  Gun  Ship  : 
So,  that  after  a  fhort  Cruize,  he  returned  with  his  Squa¬ 
dron  to  Plymouth ,  without  being  able  to  make  arty 
other  Prize  than,  a  French  Fifhing-*  Veflel,  from  the 

r  ^  J  \ 

A  »  *  -  *-•-».  *  w  W  •  A,  A.  ■  •»  \  i  :  ■  ■  ^  '  .  ..  .  .  ....  ±,  . 

Banks  of  Newfoundland,  This  indefatigable  Diligence 

1  •  i  •  •  •  I 

of  his  Lordfhip,  though  it  was  not  attended  with  any 
extraordinary  Succefs,  gave  great  Satisfaction  to  the  Met- 
chants,  as  it  hindered  the  French  Privateers  from  ventur¬ 
ing  near  our  Coalts,  as  they  had  done  for  many  Years  be- 
fore,  to  the  inexpreffible  Damage  of  our  Trade,  as  well  as 

•  _  ■»,  *  j  '■  ^  •  >  x  j 

to  the  Prejudice  of  our  Reputation,  as  a  Maritime  Power. 
It  was,  therefore,  juftly  refolved,  to  give  his  Lordfhip  an 
extraordinary  Mark  of  her  Majefty’s  Favour,  by  pro¬ 
moting  him  to  the  Rank  of  Vice  Admiral  of  the  White,; 
and  though  this  was  fomewhat  retarded,  by  the  Death 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  yet  it 
took  Place  in  the  Spring  of  the  fucceeding  Year  L 

Before 


p  What  I  have  here  advanced,  is  on  all  Hand?  allowed, 
and  even  by  BiOiop  Barnet  hirnfelf,  who  coufeffes,  that  much 
greater  Care  was  taken  of  our  Trade,  and  the  French  Priva¬ 
teers  were  more  erFedtui.lly  retrained,  than  in  any  Year  fmee  the 
War  began,  Burchet,  Burnet,  Okimixon,  Compleat  Kiflorji 
of  Europe,  for  the  Year  1708.  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  &c. 


-  Of  Queen  A  K'N  ha 

,  r  Before  we  part  with  this  Subject,  in  order  to  ac¬ 
count,  as  we  have  promifcd  to  do,  for  what  palled  this 
Year  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  it  is  requifite  to  fpeak  of  the 
Pahage  of  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  .on  board  our  Fleet  to 
Li/bon,  Her  Ma jelly  was  Itiled,  before  her  Marriage, 
The  Arch-Dutchefs  Mary- Ann  of  Auftria ,  Daughter  to 
the  Emperor  Leopald,  and  Siller  to  the  Emperor  fofeph . 
^ThiS  Marriage  was  thought  to  be  highly  Advantagious 
to  the  Common  Caule,  and  was  therefore  very  mateful  to 
cur  ^ourt,  who  readily  offered  to  fend  her  Majetly  to  Lift 
bon  on  board  ftBruft?  Squadron.  In  the  Beginning  of  the 
Month  ol  September,  B le  fet  out  for  Holland,  .where 
Rear-Admiral  Baker  attended,  with  a  fmall  Squadron, 
in  order  to  bring  her  over ;  which  he  accordingly  did, 
^on  the  25th  of  that  Month,  and  landed  her  at  Portf- 
mouth,  where  fhe  ftaid  fome  Days,  at  (he  Houfe  of 
Thomas  Ridge,  Eiq;  and  the  Queen,  being  then  at 
Windfor,  fent  inftantly  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  to  com¬ 
pliment  her  Majelty  on  her  Part,  as  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Denmark  did  the  Lord  Delawar.  On  the 
6th  of  Odlober,  about  three  in  the  Afternoon,  the  Queen 
of  Portugal  went  on  board  The  Royal  Anne,  where 
her  Majefty  was  received  by  Sir  George  Byng ,  and  on  her 
going  off,  the  Governor  faluted  her  with  all  the  Cannon 
of  the  Place ;  and  the  next  Morning,  at  feveri  o’Clock, 

'  the  F  leet  weighed,  and  put  to  Sea,  when  all  the  Cannon 
of  the  Fo w  n  were  again  diicharged.  Sir  George  Byng 
proceeded  with  a  fair  Wind,  and,  after  a  quick  and  eafy 
Pahage,  brought  her  Majefty  fafely  into  the  River  of 
Lijbon,  on  the  16th  of  the  fame  Month.  The  King, 
with  ievera!  magnificent  Barges,  went  on  board  The 
Royal  Anne,  to  welcome  the  Queen ;  and  returning 

from 


<>o  NAVAL  HISTORT 

from  thence,  their  Majefties  landed  at  the  Bridge  of  the 
Palace,  under  a  magnificent  Triumphal-Arch,  from 
whence  they  proceeded  through  a  vaft  Crowd  of  People, 
to  the  Royal  Chapel,  where  they  received  the  Nuptial 
Benediction,  and  heard  TeDeum  fung.  His  Majefty  con* 
duCted  the  Queen  to  her  Apartment,  and  they  fupped  in 
Public  with  the  Infantas.  There  were  great  Rejoicings 
upon  this  Occafion,  and  Fire- works  and  Illuminations 
for  three  Nights  together.  The  Queen  having  generoufly 
exprefTed  her  great  Satisfaction  as  to  the  Entertainment 
{he  had  received,  during  her  Stay  in  England ;  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  King  was  very  liberal  in  his  magnificent  Pre- 
fents  to  the  Admiral,  and  others  that  conducted  her. 
The  Arrival  of  the  Queen  was  attended  with  fome 
other  Circumftances,  which  increafed  the  Joy  of  the 
People  5  for  on  the  12th,  four  Ships  from  Brazil^  came 
into  the  River,  and  reported,  That  the  reft  of  that  fo 
Ions  exoeCted  Fleet,  were  near  the  Coaft.  Several  other 
Ships  came  in  afterwards,  fo  that,  out  of  about  a  hundred 
Sail,  there  were  but  thirty  or  forty  wanting,  which 
were  detained  by  Contrary  Winds.  The  Cargo  was 
rich,  and  there  was  a  good  Quantity  of  Gold  in  Specie 
aboard q, 

Sir 


q  Colonel  Godfrey,  who  had  married  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough’s  Sifter,  was  fent  to  Portfmouth,  to  defray  the  Ex¬ 
pence  s  of  the  Queen  of  Portugal’s  Houfhold,  while  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  there,  and  accordingly  he  kept  eight  Tables  all  that 
Time.  Her  Majefty,  in  Teftimony  of  her  grateful  Senfe  of 
the  Honours  paid  her  by  our  Court,  made  a  Prefent  to  the 
Duke  of  Grafton  of  a  Diamond  Ring  worth  1  2,000  Crowns, 
and  gave  Admiral  Byng  her  Picture,  fet  with  Diamonds  to  a 
very  great  Value.  Her  Paftage  was  remarkably  Happy,  as  fhe 
was  not  above  ten  Days  at  Sea.. 
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Sir  George ,  the  very  next  Day  after  his  Arrival, 
had  Intelligence,  that  fome  French  Ships,  of  confiderable 
Force,  had  been  feen  upon  the  Coaft,  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  waiting  for  the  reft  of  the  Homeward-bound 
Brazil  Fleet.  Upon  this,  he  immediately  failed  in  queft 
of  them,  though  without  Succefs,  except,  that  the 
News  of  his  being  at  Sea,  forced  them  to  retire,  and 
thereby  fecured  the  fafe  Return  of  the  remaining  thirty- 
four  Ships,  which  dropped  in  by  Degrees.  About  the 
middle  of  November ,  Sir  George  received  Orders  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Port-Mahon ,  in  order  to  Winter  there,  and  to 
leave  Sir  John  Jennings  at  Li/bon ,  with  a  fmall  Squa¬ 
dron.  But,  before  he  left  that  River,  he  received  the 
Queen’s  Orders  to  wear  the  Union-Flag  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean.  He  failed  on  the  27  th  of  December ,  with 
fix  Ships  of  the  Line,  two  Fire-Ships,  and  three  other 
Attendants,  leaving  Orders  with  Sir  John  Jennings ,  to 
appoint  the  fifft  Ships  he  fhould  have  clean,  to  guard 
the  Mouth  of  the  Streights ;  and  having  fent  two  third 
Rates,  twTo  Fourths,  and  a  Fifth  a-head  of  him,  to  Ali¬ 
cante  to  allure  the  Governor  of  the  Caftle  there  of  his 
Alfiftance  ;  he  arrived  himfelf  about  Cape  Palos  the  3d 
of  January ,  when  ftanding  in  for  Alicante  the  Wind 
came  off  from  the  Land  fo  frefli,  at  N.  N.  W.  that  he 
could  not  fetch  the  Bay,  fo  that  he  bore  away  to 
Port-Mahon  \  but  when  he  had  got  within  four  Leagues 
of  that  Place,  which  was  on  the  5  th,  the  Wind  came 
to  the  North,  and  N,  N.  E?  blowing  extream  hard, 
with  much  Snow ;  and  the  next  Day  it  was  fo  very 
tempeftuous,  that  it  feparated  moll  of  the  Squadron, 
him  almoft  as  high  as  Sardinia  $  but  on  the  12th, 
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he  got  into  Port-Manon ,  where  he  found  moll  of  the 
Squadron1". 

^  When  we  la  ft  mentioned  the  Exploits  of  the  Englifh 
Navy  in  America ,  we  gave  an  Account,  of  the  Arrival 
theie,  of  Sir  John  Jennings ,  who  commanded  there 
irom  October  17  06,  to  January  1707,  without  having 
it  in  his  Power  to  perform  any  thing  very  remarkable. 
He  was  fucceeded  in  his  Command  by  Commodore 
IVager ,  who  arrived  at  Jamaica  in  the  Summer  of  the 
•Year  T707,  and  difpofed  all  Things  in  fuch  a  Manner* 
that  the  Defigns  of*  the  Enemy  were  rendered  abfolute- 
*Iy  abortive;  the  feveral  Englijh  Settlements  were 
thoroughly  protected,  and  fuch  Convoys  'granted  the 
Merchants,  as  put  the  Trade  of  that  Part  of  the 
World,  into  a  much  better  Condition  than  it  had  been 

t  *.> 

fince  the  breaking  out  of  the  War ;  all  which  was  very 
honourably  acknowledged  'by  the  Planters^  and  Mer¬ 
chants3.  In  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1708,  that  Part 
of  the  World  was  much  alarmed  with  the  News  of 
M.  die  Caffe's  Arrival,  with  a  French  Squadron  of  great 
Force,  and  wdiicb,  it  was  fuppofed,  had  fome  Delign 
upon  the  Illand  of  Jamaica .  This  Apprehenfion, 
however,  foon  blew  over,  upon  the  Commodore’s  re¬ 
ceiving  certain  Intelligence,  that  du  Caffe  was  failed  for 

the 


r  Burchet,  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe,  Oldmixon,  Life 
of  Queen  Anne,  Pointer’s  Chronol.  Hiftory. 

sThe  Commodore  was  a  Man  particularly  agreeable  to 
People  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  fronv  his  difmterefted  Dift 
poftion,  and  from  his  Eefire  to  contribute  in  every  Refpedl 
to  the  Protection  of  their  Trade,  which  he  did  not  only  with¬ 
out  defiring,  but  even  without  accepting  any  Gratifications, 
as  the  Merchants  themfelves  wrote  over  to  the  Board  of  Ad¬ 
miralty. 


I 


Of  Queen  A  N,  N  E.  ,,, 

the  Havannab ,  in  order  to  Convoy  home  the  Gal¬ 
leons.  It  is  certain,  that  under  his  Convoy,  they  had 
been  abfolutely  fafe,  lince  he  had  double  the  Strength 
of  the  Englijb  Fleet  in  thofe  Seas ;  and  therefore,  we  may 
very  well  admire,  that  Commodore  Wager  ftould  ever 
form  a  De/igm  upon  thefe  Treafure-Jps,  and  much 
mote,  that  he  fhould  iucceed  in  it,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
Vig.lence  and  Care  of  M.  du  Caffe ,  at  once,  the  molt 

able,  and  molt  adive  Sea-Officer  in  the  French  Ser¬ 
vice 

Such  as  knew  the  Difpolition  of  the  late  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  will  readily  acquit  me  of  Flattery,  when  I 
venture  to  give  this  Character  of  him  :  That  he  was  an 
Officer  who  valued  his  Reputation  as  much,  and  his 
Fortune  as  little,  as  any  Man  that  ever  was  in  the 
Britijh  Service.  Avarice,  therefore,  had  no  Share  in 
this  Project  of  his,  which  was  grounded  only  in  a  Ddire 
of  doing  his  Duty,  and  reftormg  the  Reputation  of  the 
BrttiJJ)  Arms,  which  had  been  not  a  little  funk  by  the 
Covetoufnefs  and  cowardly  Proceedings  of  fome  of  our 
Commanders.  The  Commodore  knew  perfectly  the 
Route  of  the  Galleons :  He  knew,  that  they  were  to  fail 
ftom  Porto-Bello,  to  Carthagena,-  and  from  thence  to  the 
Havannah,  and,  as  he  was  very  fenfible,  that  it  was  to  no 
purpofe  to  attempt  them  after  they  had  joined  Du  Caffe 
he  was  relolved  to  try,  if  it  was  not  poffible  to  intercept 
them  in  their  paffiige  from  Porto-Bello,  to  Carthagena. 
With  this  View  he  fent  Captain  Humphrey  Pudner,  in 
The  oeverne,  to  watch  the  Enemies  Motions,  in  Porto. 
BeUo,  from  whom  he  received  Advice,  on  the  2?d 
of  May,  th.it  on  the  19th  the  Galleons  were  failed. 

—  _ _ _ _ _ _  The 

f-Hilloire  Militaire,  tom.  vi.  p.  124. 
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The  Commodore  had  then  with  him,  The  Expedi¬ 
tion ,  Kingjion ,  Portland ,  and  %/tan?  Fire-fhip,  and 
cruized  to  the  27th,  in  Expectation  of  the  Galleons* 
but  not  meeting  with  them,  the  Commodore  began 
to  rear  they  had  Intelligence  of  his  being  on  the  Coaft, 
and  were  gone  for  the  Havannah  \ 

On  the  28th  of  May  about  Noon,  the  Galleons* 
in  all  feventeen  Sail,  were  difeovered,  from  his  Top- 
maft-head,  and  at  the  fame  Time  they  difeovered 
him,  but  defpifing  fo  fmali  a  Force,  refolved  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  He  chafed  them  till  Evening*  when  they,  finding 
they  could  not  weather  the  Baru ,  a  fmali  IJland 
which  lay  in  their  Paflage  to  Carthagena *  refolved 
to  difpute  the  Matter  there,  and  ftretching  therefore 
to  the  Norward  with  an  eafy  Sail,  they  drew  as  well 
as  they  could  into  a  Line  of  Battel.  The  Admiral, 
♦  who  wore  a  White  Pennant  at  the  Main-top-maft- 
head,  in  the  Centre,  the  Vice-Admiral,  with  the 
fame  Pennant  at  the  Fore-top-maft-head  in  the  Rear, 
and  the  Rear-Admiral,  who  bore  the  Pennant  on 
the  Mizon-top-maft-head,  in  the  Van,  about  half  a 
Mile  from  each  other,  there  being  other  Ships  be¬ 
tween  them.  Of  the  Seventeen,  two  were  Sloops, 

and 


“This  was  an  .Affair  of  prodigious  Confequence ;  for,  firft, 
the  Galleons  had  not  returned  for  feveral  Years,  and  confe- 
quently  were  extravagantly  rich.  This  very  Squadron  that 
was  attacked  by  Commodore  Wager,  had  on  board  48,000,000. 
The  Spaniards  and  French  depended  entirely  upon  this  Supply* 
their  Cafti  and  Credit  being  abfolutely  worn  out,  fo  that  their 
Mint-Bills  were  at  30  and  40  per  Cent,  Difcount.  It  was 
for  thefe  Reafons,  that  Care  was  taken  to  fend  fo  ftrong  a 
French  Squadron  into  the  Weft-Indies,  and  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  too,  of  an  Officer,  who,  befides  his  high  Reputation  in 
every  other  Refpeft,  was  the  beft  acquainted,  of  any  Man,  with 
thofe  Seas. 
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and  one  a  Brigantine,  which  flood  in  for  the  Land, 
two  others  of  them  were  French  Ships,  which  run¬ 
ning  away,  had  no  Share  in  the  Action ;  the  reft 
Spaniards.  The  Commodore  inftantly  made  his  Dif- 
pofition,  he  refolved  to  attack  the  Admiral  himfelf, 
gave  Orders  to  Capt.  Simon  Bridges ,  who  command¬ 
ed  The  Kingjlcn ,  to  engage  the  Vice-Admiral,  and 
lent  his  Boat  to  The  Portland ,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Edward  JVindfor ,  with  Orders  to  attack  the  Rear- 
Admiral,  and  as  there  was  no  immediate  Occalion  for 
the  Fire-lhip,  {he  plied  to  the  Windward  w. 

The  Sun  was  juft  fetting,  when  Commodore 
Wager  came  up  with  the  Admiral,  and  then  begin¬ 
ning  to  engage,  in  about  an  Hour  and  half’s  Time 
(it  being  dark)  fhe  blew  up,  not  without  great  Dan¬ 
ger  to  The  Expedition ,  from  the  Splinters  and  Planks 
which  fell  on  board  her,  on  fire,  and  the  great  Heat 
of  the  Riaft.  Hereupon,  the  Commodore  put  abroad 
his  Signal  Lights ,  for  keeping  Company,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  continue  Sight  of  fome  of  the  Enemies 
Ships ;  but  finding  after  this  Accident,  they  began 
to  feparate,  and  difcovering  but  one,  which  was 
the  Rear-Admiral,  he  made  Sail  after  her,  and  com¬ 
ing  up  about  ten  o’Clock,  when  he  could  not  judge 
which  way  her  Head  lay,  it  being  very  dark,  he 
happened  to  fire  his  broadfide,  at  lealt  many  Guns 
into  her  Stern,  which  did  fo  much  Damage,  that 
jt  feemed  to  difable  her  from  making  Sail,  and  being 

then 


Commodore  Wager,  was  wont  to  fay  in  private  Conver- 
iation,  that  a  Man  who,  would  not  fight  for  a  Galleon, 

p°.r  r  •  not^n£ »  a°d  probably,  it  was  in  a  full 

ei  ua  ion  or  this,  that  he  attempted  fo  numerous  a  Squa¬ 
dron  with  fo  fm a  11  a  Force. 
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then  to  Leeward,  he  tacking  on  the  Spaniard ,  got  to 
Windward  of  him,  and  The  King  ft  on  and  Portland 
(which  had,  by  reafon  of  the  Darknefs  of  the  Night, 
or  *the  blowing  up  of  the  Admiral  which  made  it 
very  thick  thereabouts,  loft  Sight  of  the  other  Ships) 
following  his  Lights  foon  after,  came  up  with  him, 
and  affifting  in  taking  the  Rear-Admiral,  who  called 
for  Quarter  about  two  in  the  Morning.  On  board 
of  this  Ship,  he  lent  his  Boats  to  bring  to  him 
the  Chief  Officers,  and  before  the  rifing  of  the  Sun, 
he  faw  one  large  Ship  on  his  Weather-Bow,  and 
three  fail  upon  the  Weather-Quarter,  three  or  four 
Leagues  off  ours,  lying,  then  with  their  Heads  to 
the  North,  the  Winding  being  at  N.  E.  an  eafy  Gale. 
Then  he  put  out  the  Signal  for  The  Kingjron  and  Port¬ 
land  to  chafe  to  Windward,  not  being  able  himfelf 
to  make  Sail,  being  much  difabled  ;  and,  as  he  had  a 
great  Part  of  his  Men  in  the  Prize,  fo  were  there 
no  lefs  than  300  Prifoners  on  board  his  own  Ship  x. 

On  Sunday  the  30th,  the  Wind  being  from  the 
N.  E.  to  N.  N.  W.  and  but  little  of  it,  The  King - 
Jlon  and  Portland  had  left  off  Chafe  ;  but  he  made 
the  Signal  for  continuing  it,  which  they  did,  and 
ran  him  out  of  Sight,  the  Firefhip  ftill  continuing 
with  him,  and  he  having  lain  by  fometime,  not 
only  to  put  the  Prize  in  a  Condition  of  failing,  but 
to  refit  his  own  Rigging,  made  fail  Eaftward  on  the 
31ft,  when  the  Kingjlon  and  Portland  joined  him, 

and 
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and  gave  him  an  Account,  that  the  Ship  they  chafed, 
was  the  Vice-Admiral  3  to  which,  as  they  laid,  they 
camefo  near,  as  to  fire  their  Broadfides  into  her;  but  were 
fo  far  advanced  towards  the  Salmadinas ,  a  Shoal  off  of 
Carthagena ,  that  they  were  forced  to  tack,  and  leave 
her.  This  gave  the  Commodore  great  Uneafinefs,  and 
determined  him  to  call  the  Captains  of  thefe  Ships  to 
Account ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  fent  them  Orders 
to  take,  or  deftroy  a  Galleon  of  forty  Guns,  which  he 
underftood,  by  a  Swedifb  Ship  that  had  been  trading  at 
Baru ,  had  taken  Shelter  in  that  Iflan d.  She  was  juft 
, coming  out  of  Port,  as  The  Kingjion  and  Portland  ap¬ 
peared  ;  upon  which,  her  Crew  ran  her  a-fhore,  fet  her 
on  Fire,  and  blew  her  up,  fo  that  nothing  could  be  got 
out  of  her,  as  our  Captains  affirmed,  and  as  it  appeared 


to  the  Commodore  afterwards,  was  true.  On  the  2d 
cf  June ,  the  Commodore,  finding  his  Provifions  and 
Water  fhort,  the  Wind  contrary,  and  nothing  more  to 
be  done  in  thofe  Parts,  refolved  to  fet  the  Spanijb  Pri¬ 


soners  a-fhore,  according  to  their  Requeft,  on  the  Hand 
of  Baru,  and  then  proceed  for  Jamaica  3  which  he 
performed  accordingly,  and  the  Spanijh  Rear-Admiral 
retained,  as  long  as  he  lived,  a  grateful  Senfe  of  the 
Commodore’s  Civility  y. 

Vol*  IV.  H  On 


y  According  to  the  Account  given  to  the  Commodore  bv 
thefe  1  rifoners,  of  the  Strength  and  Value  of  the  Squadron, 
and  which  feem  to  deferve  more  Credit  than  any  others  the 
Admiral  called  the  St.  Jofeph,  carried  64  Guns,  and’  had 
000  Men,  of  whom,  feventeen  only  were  faved,  and  had  on 
Board  about  feven  Millions  in  Gold  and  Silver  ;  the  Vice-Ad* 
nnral  mounted  64  Guns,  and  had  between  four  and  five  hun¬ 
dred  Men,  with  about  fix  Millions  5  the  Rear-Admiral  mount¬ 
ed 
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On  the  8th  of  July,  The  Expedition ,  Kingjlon ,  and 
Vulture  Fire-fhip,  brought  the  Prize  fafe  into  Port-Royal 
Harbour,  where  the  Commodore  foon  after  arrived.  He 
found,  at  his  Return,  the  new  A&.  of  Parliament  for  the 
Diftribution  of  Prizes ;  and  though  he  had  before  permit¬ 
ted  the  Sailors  to  plunder  as  they  thought  fit,  when  the 
Prize  was  taken,  yet  now  he  appointed  Agents,  in  O- 
bedience  to  that  A6t  of  Parliament,  and  ordered  Captain 
Long  to  deliver  up  near  30,000  /.  worth  of  Silver,  and 
Effedts,  that  he  had  taken  between  Decks,  in  order  to 
fatisfy  the  Sailors  of  the  Uprightnefs  of  his  Intentions.  He 
likewife  took  Care  to  difpatch  proper  Intelligence  to  Eng¬ 
land,  that  Ships  might  be  fitted  out  to  cruize  for  the 
Galleons  that  had  efcaped ;  and  on  the  23d  of  July ,  he 
held  a  Court-Martial  on  the  two  Captains,  who  had  done 
their  Duty  fo  indifferently  in  the  late  Engagement* I 2. 

A 


ed  44  Guns,  but  carried  eleven  more  in  her  Hold,  and  had  only 
thirteen  Chefts  of  Pieces  of  Eight,  and  fourteen  Sows  of  Sil¬ 
ver  ;  the  reft  of  the  Galleons  were  for  the  moft  Part  loaded 
with  Cocoa.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  in  all  the  Adlion, 
the  Commodore  had  but  two  Men  killed,  and  nine  wounded. 

I  fhall  take  this  Opportunity  of  adding  a  fuccindt  Account  of 
a  gallant  Exploit  performed  by  an  Englifh  Officer  a  little  be¬ 
fore  the  taking  the  Galleons.  Captain  Coleby,  Commander 
of  a  Privateer  Sloop,  of  about  1 00  Men,  meeting  with  four¬ 
teen  Sail  of  Brigantines,  and  Sloops,  laden  with  valuable 
Goods,  going  from  the  Galleons  at  Porto-Bello,  to  Panama, 
under  Convoy  of  a  Guard-Sloop,  bravely  fought  the  Guard* 
Sloop,  and  took  her,  and  fix  more.  The  Spaniards  offered  the 
Captain  1 80,000  Pieces  of  Eight  for  the  Ranfom  of  the  Sloop, 
which  he  refufed. 

2  In  the  London-Gazette,  No.  4476,  we  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Court-Martial. 

At  a  Court-Martial  held  on  Board  her  Majefty’s  Ship,  Ex¬ 
pedition,  at  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica,  the  23d  of  July,  1708. 

1  P  R  E* 
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A  few  Days  after,  the  Commodore  received  a  Com- 
miffion,  appointing  him  Rear  -  Admiral  of  the  Blue 
which  bore  Date  before  his  taking  of  the  Galleon  ;  and 
therefore,  as  Mr.  Lcdiavd  very  juflly  obferves,  ought 
not  to  be  confidered  as  a  Reward  for  that  Aflion ;  in 
which  Light,  however,  many  other  Writers  have  placed 


H  2 


it. 


PRESENT, 

Charles  Wager,  Efq;  Commander  in  Chief  of  a  Squadron 
of  her  Majefly’s  Ships  in  the  Weft-Indies,  President. 

Captain  Barrow  Harris,  of  The  Affiftance  ;  Captain  Tudor 
Trevor,  of  The  Windfor ;  Captain  Humphrey  Pudner,  of 
The  Severne  ;  Captain  Steven  Hutchins,  of  The  Scarborough  • 
Captain  Henry  Long,  of  The  Expedition  ;  Captain  Abraham 
.Tudor,  of  The  Dolphin. 

All  duly  Sworn  according  to  an.  Aft  of  Parliament. 

Captain  Simon  Bridges,  Commander  of  her  Majefty’s  Shin 
The  Kmgfton,  was  tried  for  not  having  performed  his  Duty 
m  a  late  Adion  with  the  Spanilh  Galleons,  on  the  Coaft  of 
Carthagena,  in  New  Spain,  on  the  28th,  29th  and  20th  of 
Maylaft  ;  and  it  did  appear  by  Evidence  upon  Oath,  That 
the  laid  Captain  Simon  Bridges,  through  Mifconduft,  aid  not 
,  hls  “tmoft  Endeavours  to  engage,  and  take  the  Enemy  on 
the  28th  of  May  laft  at  Night ;  and  that  he  did,  too  neg¬ 
ligently,  purfue  the  Chafe  of  the  Spanilh  Vice-Admiral  the 
29th  and  30th  ;  and  that  he  left  "off  Chafe,  when  w’ithin 
Gun-ihot  of  the  faid  Ship,  doubting  the  Pilot’s  Knowlege  and 
b«nng  near  the  Shoal,  called  Salmadinas,  though  the  Pilot 
offered  to  carry  the  Ship  within  the  faid  Shoal,  after  the  faid 
Vice-Admiral  ;  but  no  want  of  Perfonal  Courage  being  alledg- 
ed  againft  him,  this  Court  aces  only  find  him  Guilrv  of  the 
Breach  of  Part  of  the  12th,  and  Part  of  the  14th  Articles  of 
War,  and  tor  the  faid  Offence,  do  difmifs  him,  the  faid 

Captain  Simon  Bridges,  from  being  Captain  of  her  Majefty’s 
chip,  Kmgfton.  J  7 

Q, ,  P?*n  Edward  Windfor,  Commander  of  her  Maiefty’s 
i  : ‘P  The  Port  and,  being  tried  for  not  doing  his  Duty*  ii  ^ 
late  Adtion  with  the  Spanifh  Galleons,  on  the  Coaft 
thagena,  in  New  Spain,  on  the  28th,  29th,  and 
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it.  Captain  John  Edwards  arriving  at  Jamaica ,  with 
The  Monmouth ,  a  third  Rate ;  The  JerJey ,  a  Fourth  5 
and  The  Roebuck ,  a  fifth  Rate,  brought  the  Rear-Admiral 
Orders,  to  fend  Home  with  him,  The  Expedition 9 
JVindfor ,  AJfiJiance ,  Dolphin ,  Dunkirk's  Prize ,  and  Z7 ul- 
ture  Fire-Ship,  with  which  he  complied  ;  and  by  the 
latter  End  of  September ,  they  all  failed  for  England ,  the 
Dunkirk's  Prize  excepted,  which  Frigate,  not  being  in 
a  Condition  to  be  trufted  Home  in  the  Winter,  the  Rear- 
Admiral  fent  her  out  on  a  ihort  Cruize,  with  The  Mon - 
mouth  (the  Ship  in  which  he  was  to  hoift  his  Flag)  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  his  firft  Lieutenant,  and  The  Ex¬ 
pedition, ,  Captain  Purvis ,  and  they  brought  in  two 
French  Merchant-Ships,  one  of  100,  the  other  150 
Tuns,  loaden  with  Wine,  Brandy  and  other  Goods, 
from  Rochelle ,  to  Petit  Guavas  \  but  cruizing  foon  after 
on  the  Northfide  of  Hifpaniola ,  The  Dunkirk's  Prize 

chafed 


lafl: ;  it  did  appear,  by  Evidence  upon  Oath,  That  the  faid 
Captain  Edward  Windfor  was  flack  in  his  Duty,  by  not  bear¬ 
ing  fo  near  the  Enemy,  as  to  keep  Sight  of  lome  of  them, 
when  they  were  engaged  on  the  28th  at  Night  ;  that  upon 
chafing  the  Enemy,  next  Day,  by  Signal  from  the  Com¬ 
modore,  he  left  oft'  Chace,  and  bore  down  to  1  he  Kingfton, 
in  the  Evening,  when  he  ought  not  to  have  done  fo  ;  and  that 
on  the  30th,  when  The  Kingfton  and  Portland  chah^  the 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  Galleons,  near  Salmadinas,  he  ihortned 
Sail  before  he  came  up  with  the  faid  Ship,  fo  far  as  he  imght 
have  done  ;  but  it  appears,  that  he  was  led  into  thefe  Miftakes 
through  want  of  Judgment,  and  having  too  great  a  Regard  to 
Captain  Bridges,  of  The  Kingfton,  as  a  Senior  Officer.  T  is 
Court  having  duly  confldered  the  whole  Matter,  do  find  him 
Guilty  of  the  Breach  of  fome  Part  of  the  12th,  and  Part  ot 
the  14-th  Articles  of  War;  and  for  the  faid  Offence,  do  dil- 
inifs  him,  the  faid  Captain  Edward  Windfor,  from  being  Cap- 
lam  of  herMajefty’s  Ship,  Portland, 
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chafed  a  French  Ship,  until  fhe  ran  on  Shore  near  Port 
Fran  oife ,  and  following  her  too  near,  the  Pilot  not  be*' 
ing  well-acquainted,  fhe  {truck  upon  a  Ledge  of  Rocks, 
where,  being  a  very  weak  Ship,  (he  foon  bulged ; 
Captain  Purvis ,  with  fome  of  his  Men,  got  upon  a 
fmall  Key,  or  Ifland,  within  Shot  of  the  French  Ship  ; 
and  though  fhe  had  fourteen  Guns,  and  fixty  Men,  and 
fired  fmartly  upon  them,  yet  he  having  gotten  his  Boats, 
with  a  Canoe  he  had  taken,  and  made  a  Stage,  from 
whence  he  was  ready  to  attac  them,  the  French  demand¬ 
ed  Quarter,  and  furrendered  the  Ship,  upon  Agreement 
that  her  Commander  and  Men  fhould  be  put  on  ihore  ; 
and  with  this  Ship,  Captain  Purvis  arrived  at  Jamaica , 
with  all  his  Company,  except  twenry-one,  who  refuted 
to  affift  in  the  Attempt,  believing  it  altogether  impoffible 
to  fucceed  therein  a. 

Upon  Intelligence  fent  the  Rear-Admiral  from  the 
Admiralty,  that  M.  du  Guai  Trouin  was  failed  with  a 
flrong  Squadron,  which  it  was  believed  might  be  intend¬ 
ed  to  execute  fome  Defign  upon  the  IJland  of  Jamaica , 
a  Council  of  War  was  held  on  the  ill  of  December ,  1708, 
where  were  prefent,  befides  Rear-Admiral  Wager > 
Captain  Trevor ,  of  The  Kingjion  5  Captain  Pudner ,  of 
T he  Severn  ;  Captain  Hutchins ,  of  The  Portland  \  Cap¬ 
tain  Vernon ,  of  The  Jerfey  3  Captain  Charles  Hardy ,  of 
The  Roebuck 5  and  it  being  judged  that,  if  they  made  Iuch 
an  Attempt,  it  would  be  againlt  the  Harbour  of  Port- 
Royal  ;  it  was  determined,  that  all  her  Majefty’s  Ships 
there,  except  fuch  as  it  might  be  neceilary  to  <end 

H  3  Wind- 
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Windward,  for  Intelligence,  or  on  any  other  extra- 
ordinary  Occafion,  fhould  be  drawn  up  in  a  Line,  at 
the  Entrance  of  the  faid  Harbour,  fo  as  that,  with  the 
Affiftance  of  the  Fort,  they  might  in  the  beft  Manner 
defend  it,  and  moft  annoy  the  Enemy.  The  18th  of 
January ,  another  Council  of  War  was  called,  and  fince 
the  Letter  of  Advice  before-mentioned  was  dated,  al- 
molt  fix  Months  before,  it  was  confidered,  whether  the 
Squadron  fhould  be  kept  any  longer  together,  fince  the 
Enemies  Ships  had  not  appeared ;  and  determined,  that 
they  ought  to  be  employed  on  neceflary  Services.  Thus 
We  have  brought  the  Proceedings  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  down 
to  the  Clofe  of  this  Year,  and,  according  to  the  Method 
hitherto  purfued,  we  are  now  to  return  Home,  and  to 

x.  »  .  •  i,  I  .  .  .  ;  1  w 

give  an  Account  of  fuch  remarkable  Events  there,  as 
have  relation  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Navy  b. 

On  the  27th  of  Oftober,  a  Court-Martial  was  held 
on  board  The  Royal  Anne ,  at  Spithead ,  for  the  Trials  of 
Captain  Richard  Edwards ,  of  The  Cumberland ;  Captain 
John  Balchen ,  of  The  Chejler ;  and  Captain  Baron  Wild , 
of  The  Royal  Oak ;  the  two  firft  for  lofing  their  Ships, 
and  the  laft  for  breaking  the  Line,  difobeying  Orders, 
and  negleft  of  Duty.  After  a  ftridt  Examination  of 
Witneffes,  and  free  Liberty  given  to  the  Perfons  accufed 
to  make  their  Defence,  and  to  produce  whatever  Tef- 
timonies  were  in  their  Power,  Captain  Edwards  was 

moil 

i  .  '  •  ' 

b  The  French  Writers  themfelves  own,  that  Affairs  went 
very  ill  in  this  Part  of  the  World ;  and  Biihop  Burnet,  who 
is  ufually  hard  enough  upon  the  Mifcarriages  at  Sea,  has  no¬ 
thing  to  fay  as  to  this  Year’sCondud.  But  that  we  did  not  take 
fo  many  of  the  Galleons  as  waj  expected  ;  yet  he  lays  this  at 
the  right  Door,  I  mean  at  that  of  the  Captains  broke  by  the 
Court-Martial. 
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moft  honourably  acquitted,  and  declared  to  have  done 
his  Duty  in  every  Refpeft  as  Captain  and  Commodore  ; 
and  Captain  John  Balchen  was  alfo  acquitted  ;  but  Cap¬ 
tain  Baron  Wild  being  found  guilty  of  negleCt  of  Duty* 
and  difobeying  Orders,  was  not  only  cafhiered,  but  de¬ 
clared  incapable  of  ever  ferving  in  the  Royal  Navy c* 

On  the  28th  of  Oflober,  died  his  Royal  Highnefs 
George  Prince  of  Denmark ,  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
England ,  and  her  Britijh  Majefty’s  Confort,  at  Ken - 
ftngton ,  of  an  Afthma.  He  was  born  in  1653,  married 
to  her  Majefty  the  28th  of  July ,  1683,  and  on  the  13th 
of  November ,  he  was  interred  in  the  Abbey-Church  of 
Wejlminjler ,  at  ten  in  the  Evening.  At  this  Hour,  the 
Ordnance  on  the  Platform,  and  on  board  all  the  Ships 
in  the  Harbour  of  Portfmouth ,  were  fired,  a  Minute  after 
each  other,  which  lafted  for  fome  Hours ;  and  the  next 
Morning  the  Union-Flag  was  hoifted  again,  which  had 
been  taken  down  on  the  News  of  his  Royal  Highnefles 
Death.  Her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  keep  the  Admiralty 
in  her  own  Hands,  for  about  three  Weeks  $  and  on  the 
25th  of  November ,  fhe  appointed  Thomas  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke  y  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland y 
to  the  great  Satisfaction  of  the  whole  Nation d. 

H  4  The 


c  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Lediard’s  Naval  Hiftory. 
d  Biihop  Burnet  gives  this  Account  of  the  Matter.  “  In 
“  the  End  of  October,  George  Prince  of  Denmark  died,  in  the 
lifty-fixth  Year  of  his  Age,  after  he  had  been  twenty-five 
“  Years  and  fome  Months  married  to  the  Queen :  He  was 
“  Afthmatical,  which  grew  on  him  with  his  Years  ;  for  fome 
“  time  he  was  confidered  as  a  dying  Man,  but  the  laft  Year 
“  of  his  Life  he  feemed  to  recover  to  a  better  State  of  Health. 
“  The  Queen  had  been,  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  her  Mar- 
“  riage,  an  extraordinary  tender  and  afte&ionate  Wife  ;  and 
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The  new  Parliament  meeting  on  the  18th  of  No- 
vernier,  and  having  chofen  Sir  Richard  Onflow,  Bart, 
for  their  Spealcer,  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  in  a  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  recommended  a  Provilion  for  the 
Navy,  and  efpecially  for  the  Building  of  new  Ships, 
and  fortifying  our  Ports.  On  the  6th  of  December ,  the 

Houfe  of  Commons  addrefled  for  an  Account  of  the 
Number  of  Men  that  might  be  wanting  to  man  her 
Majefty  s  Navy,  for  the  Year  1709 ;  which  was  pro* 
mifed,  and  upon  its  being  laid  before  the  Houfe,  thev 
agreed  to  it  immediately,  and  Voted  the  fame  Number  of 
Men,  with  the  fame  Allowance,  and  the  fame  Sum  for 
the  ordinary  Life  of  the  Navy,  as  had  been  given  the 
Year  before;  but  foon  after,  the  Commons  thought  fit 
to  appoint  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  Number  of 
Ships  employed  as  Cruifers  and  Convoys ;  as  alfo  to  dif- 
cover  the  true  Reafons  of  the  great  Increafe  of  the  Navy- 
Debt  ;  and  on  their  Report,  they  came  to  a  Refolution 
on  the  24th  of  March ,  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 
her  Ma jetty,  to  defire  that  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
Directions  to  the  proper  Officers,  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe,  an  Account  of  all  Sums  of  Money  Granted,  or 
yoted,  fince  her  Majefty’s  Acceffion  to  the  Crown,  and 

how 


u  in  all  his  Illrefs,  which  lafted  fome  Years,  fhe  would  never 
4£  leave  his  Bed,  but  fometimes  fat  up  half  the  Night  in  the  Bed 
“  by  him,  with  fuch  Care  and  Concern,  that  ihe  was  looked  on, 
“  very  defervedly,  as  a  Patern  in  this  Refpedt.  This  Prince 
ic  had  fhewed  himfelf  brave  in  War,  both  in  Denmark  and 
C£  Ireland  :  His  Temper  was  mild  and  gentle :  He  had  made 
46  a  good  Progrefs  in  Mathematicks :  He  had  travelled  through 
“  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  and  knew  much  more  tnan 
“  he  could  well  exprefs ;  for  he  fpoke  acquired  Languages  ill. 
£  and  ungracefully”.  '  '  '  *  '*  4 


Of  Queen 


flow  far  the  fame  had  proved  Deficient.  At  the  fame 
Time,  they  ordered  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Navy  to 
lay  before  them  the  Caufes  of  the  Increafe  of  the  Debt 
of  the  Navy.  But,  to  this  Addrefs,  it  feems,  the  Mi- 
niftry  did  not  think  fit  her  Majefty  fhould  give  any 
Anfwer  j  fo  the  Affair  dropped,  for  that  Time e.  It  is 
certain,  that  this  Conduit  of  the  Court  gave  great 
Offence ;  yet  the  Commons  were  fo  hearty  in  the  Pro- 
fecution  of  the  "VVar,  that  with  their  ufual  Liberality, 
they  gave  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1709,  no  lefs  a 
Sum  than  6,457,830/. 

There  were  alfo,  in  this  Seffion,  fome  other 
Things  done  for  promoting  Trade,  and  the  Plantations, 
fuch  as  a  Grant  of  103,203  /.  for  the  Relief  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  St.  Nevis ,  and  St.  Chrifophers,  and  a  Vote 
in  Favour  of  the  Trade  to  Africa ;  but  the  molt  re¬ 
markable  was,  the  joint  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes,  that 
her  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  not  to  conclude  any  Peace 
with  the  French  King,  unlefs  he  confented  to  demolifh 
the  Fortifications  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk ;  which 
Point  being  accordingly  infilled  upon  in  the  Conferences 
at  the  Hague,  with  Idl.  de  Ford,  for  fettling  the  Pre¬ 
liminaries  of  a  General  Peace  ;  and  that  Minifter  fhew- 

greater  Reluctance  to  content  to  this,  than  to  any 
other  of  the  Articles,  alledging,  that  his  Mafter  bought, 
and  paid  for  this  Town  and  Port,  befides  laying  out 
immenfe  Sums  upon  it  fince  ;  it  fo  provoked  Prince 
Eugene,  that  he  could  not  help  telling  the  French  Mi- 
nifters,  with  great  Warmth,  That  he  wondered  they 

ftiould 
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fhould  fpend  fo  many  Words  about  it,  and  that  they 
ought  rather  to  admire  the  Generofity  of  a  Princefs, 

V 

who,  having  it  in  her  Power  to  prefcribe  them  harder 
Terms,  and  force  them  to  deliver  that,  and  what  other 
Places  (he  pleafed,  and  revive  other  Pretenfions  of  the 
Crown  of  England ,  gave  an  unparalleled  Example  of  her 
Moderation f.  This  had  fuch  an  Effect,  that  the  Point  was 
immediately  given  up,  and  the  following  Article  makes 
the  Seventeenth  of  the  Preliminaries  they  agreed  on. 

“  His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  promifes,  to  caufe  all 
the  Fortifications  of  the  Town  of  Dunkirk  %  the 
“  Harbour,  and  Ryfbanck,  and  others  depending  on  the 
cc  fame,  without  any  Exception,  to  be  demolifhed  at 
his  own  Charges ;  fo  that  one  half  of  the  Fortifiea- 
tions  be  demolifhed,  and  one  half  of  the  Harbour 
filled  up  within  two  Months,  and  the  other  half  of 
4C  the  faid  Fortifications  razed,  and  the  other  half  of  the 
<c  faid  Harbour  filled  up  in  two  other  Months,  the  whole 
to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain , 
«  and  the  Lords  of  the  States-General  of  the  United 
“  Provinces ;  and  it  fhall  never  be  allowed  to  re-eftablilh 
<c  the  faid  Fortifications,  or  render  the  Harbour  Navi- 
<c  gable,  direCily  or  indirectly  g5\ 

I  have  taken  Notice  of  this,  in  order  to  fhew  how 
Unanimous  all  Parties  in  this  Nation  have  ever  been, 
as  to  their  Sentiments  on  this  Head ;  for  it  was  Lord 
Somers  who  moved  this  Affair  in  the  Upper  Houle  $  and 

this. 


f  Compleat  Hiltory  of  Europe  for  the  Year  1709,  p-  140. 
£  Thefe  Artides  may  be  found  in  ail  the  General  Collections  * 
particularly  in  The  Compleat  Hiltory  of  Europe,  before  men¬ 
tioned,  p.  145. 
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this,  therefore,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  diredt  Proof 
of  the  Difpofition  of  the  Whig-Miniftry,  as  the  infert- 
inga  like  Claufein  the  Treaty  ofUtretcht,  plainly  thews 
the  Senie  of  Tory-Minifters ;  whence  I  conclude,  that 
there  muft  be  a  total  Revolution  of  Parties  in  this  Coun- 
try,  before  there  can  arife  a  Set  of  Men  capable  of  weak- 
ning  this  Part  of  our  Security,  in  any  refpedl,  by  con- 
fenting  to,  or  even  conniving  at  the  Reftoring  this  Port, 
fo  fatal  to  the  Commerce  of  the  two  Maritime  Powers. 
To  thefe  Points,  I  fhall  add  the  Enquiry  into  the  Con- 
dudl  of  the  Miniftry  in  the  late  Invalion,  which  was 
juftihed  by  the  Refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  the  Diligence  of  the  Admiralty  commended h. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  Operations  of  the  pre- 

-  '  ) 

fent  Year,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  Notice  of  a  great 
Naval  Promotion  made  by  her  Majefty,  though  it  comes 
a  little  out  of  Time ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  becaufe,  other- 
wife  it  might  be  omitted,  though  one  of  the  nobleft 
Teftimonies  of  her  Majefty ’s  Concern  and  Regard  for 
fuch  of  her  Subjects  as  had  ferved  with  extraordinary 
Diligence  and  Activity  at  Sea  ;  for  the  Poft  of  Rear- 
Admiral  of  Great-Britain  having  been  vacant  fince  the 
Death  of  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  her  Majefty,  of  her  mere 
Grace  and  Favour,  without  the  Interpofition  of  any  of 
her  Minifters,  bellowed  it  on  Sir  John  Leakey  with  this 
remarkable  Complement,  That  She  was  put  in  mind  of 
it  by  the  Voice  of  her  People  \ 

1  Early 


h  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe,  Annals 
of  Queen  Anne,  Chandler’s  Debates,  &c. 

1  See  the  London-Gazette,  No.  4481  and  the  Memoirs  of 
Sir  John  Leake. 
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Early  in  the  Spring,  Lord  Durjley ,  who  command¬ 
ed  in  the  Soundings ,  was  at  Sea  with  his  Squadron,  and 
took  federal  Prizes  from  the  French ;  and  on  the  22d  of 
February ,  his  Lordfhip  having  only  with  him  The  Kent , 
Plymouth ,  Monk ,  and  Litchfield ,  fell  in  with  eleven  Sail, 
twelve  Leagues  from  Scilly.  This  happened  about  three 
in  the  Morning,  and  their  Lights  being  feen,  his  Lord¬ 
fhip  made  the  Signal  for  Wearing,  which  was  obeyed, 
though  not  without  Danger  of  falling  amongfl  the  Ene¬ 
my  ;  for  this  proved  to  be  M.  du  Guai  Trouin’s  Squa¬ 
dron.  However,  through  the  Darknefs  of  the  Weather, 
his  Lordfhip  miffed  them ;  and  then  ftretching  away  for 
Plymouth ,  Captain  Stuart  of  The  Dart  mouthy  whom  his 
Lordfhip  had  fent  in,  a  little  before  with  a  Prize,  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  he  had  been  chafed  by  nine  large  Ships 
off  the  Lizard ,  and  that  they  were  the  fame,  in  his 
Judgment,  which  had  fallen  in  with,  and  engaged  Cap¬ 
tain  Toilet ,  in  his  Paffage  from  Ireland k.  This  Affair 
having  made  a  great  Noife,  and  doing  much  Honour 
to  the  Bravery  of  our  Englifh  Officers,  I  fhall  give  a 
particular  Account  of  it  from  the  Captain’s  own  Pa¬ 
pers. 

O  n  the  25th  of  February ,  Captain  Toilet ,  in  The 
AJJurance ,  of  70  Guns,  with  The  Sunderland  of  60, 
Hamp/bire,  and  Anglefea  of  50  Guns,  each  failed  from 
Cork ,  and  being  joined  by  The  Ajfijlance ,  a  50  Gun 
Ship,  likewife  with  the  Trade  from  Kinfale ,  continued 
his  Voyage  for  England .  On  the  2d  of  March ,  about 
five  in  the  Morning,  being  then  eight  Leagues  S.  S.  W. 

\  of 
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Of  £hieen  ANNE.  iop 

of  the  Lizard, ,  he  faw  four  Sail  ftanding  after  him. 
About  feven,  they  came  within  random  Shot 3  where¬ 
upon,  he  made  the  Signal  for  drawing  into  a  Line  of 
Battel,,  and  another  for  the  Merchants  to  bear  away 
for  their  Security 3  fome  of  them,  with  The  Anglefea 
and  The  Sunderland ,  having  before  loft  Company.  A- 
bout  Eight,  the  Enemy  bore  down  in  a  Line,  and  when 
they  were  come  within  Mufket-fhot,  they  hoifted  French 
Colours.  The  French  Commodore,  which  was  a  Ship 
of  70  Guns,  or  upwards,  came  ranging  along  the  Lar- 
board-fide  of  The  AJfurance ,  and  fell  aboard  her,  fo  that 
they  engaged  Yard-arm  and  Yard-arm,  for  almoft  the 
Space  of  half  an  Hour  3  during  which,  the  Frenchman 
plied  Captain  Toilet  fo  warmly  with  fmall  Shot,  that 
they  cut  off  moft  of  his  Marines  and  Seamen,  that  were 
quartered  on  Deck.  They  then  put  off,  and  fell  on 
Ijoard  again  on  the  Lee-fide  of  The  AJJurance>  fir  ft  rang¬ 
ing  on  her  Bow,  and  then  on  her  Quarter,  while  (he 
fired  her  upper  Deck,  and  part  of  her  lower  Deck  Guns* 
with  fuch  Vigour,  that  fhe  obliged  the  Enemy  to  fheer 
off,  and  ftand  away  a-head  towards  the  Merchant-men. 
The  three  other  Ships,  which  were  of  forty  or  fifty 
Guns,  then  came  ranging  along  The  AJfurance ,  firing 
feveral  Broad-fides  into  her,  and  after  that,  bore  away 
as  the  former.  The  Damage  fhe  received,  was  very 
great  3  her  Sides  were  fhot  through  and  through  in  a 
great  many  Places  3  her  Shrouds  and  Back-ftays  cut  to 
Pieces,  as  likewife  her  Main  and  Falfe-ftay ;  which,  if 
not  timely  feen,  had  occafioned  the  Lofs  of  her  Maft. 
Her  Fore-fail  and  Foretop* fail  were  torn  to  pieces  3  her 
beft  Bower  cut  away  3  one  of  the  Flukes  of  the  Spare- 
Anchor  fhot  off,  and  her  fmall  Bower,  by  the  Enemies 

boarding, 
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boarding,  drove  through  her  Bow.  All  poflible  Dil- 
patch  was  made,  in  fitting  her  Rigging,  which,  with 
the  bending  of  a  new  Fore-fail,  and  Foretop-fail,  took 
up  fome  Time.  After  which,  they  all  bore  down  to 
fecure  what  Merchant-Ships  they  could,  expecting  like- 
wife,  to  have  engaged  the  Enemy  again  :  but  they  de¬ 
clined  it.  The  Captain  of  The  AJfurance ,  who  had  been 
four  Months  lick,  and  had  been  carried  upon  Deck  in 
a  Chair,  was  wounded  :  The  firft  Lieutentant  was  (hot 
in  the  Leg,  which  he  got  dreffed,  and  then  returned  to 
his  Charge  upon  Deck:  The  fecond  Lieutenant  was 
killed ;  as  were,  feveral  French  Officers  which  they 
brought  from  Ireland :  but  more  of  the  latter  were 
wounded.  In  the  whole,  The  AJfurance  had  five  and 
twenty  killed,  and  three  and  fifty  wounded,  fome  of 
whom  died  of  their  Wounds  >  for  the  Enemy  making 
their  chief  Attempt  on  her,  fhe  had  been  feverely  treated; 
The  Hampjhire  had  only  two  killed,  and  eleven  wounded: 
The  AJfflance ,  eight  killed,  and  one  and  twenty  wound¬ 
ed,  among  whom,  was  Captain  Tudory  her  Command¬ 
er,  who  died  afterwards  of  his  Wounds1.  M.  du  Guai 

Trouin , 


1  It  is  amazing,  that  Mr.  Secretary  Burchet  fhould  commit 
fo  grofs  a  Miftake,  as  he  has  done,  with  refpedt  to  the  Dates 
in  this  Engagement.  He  tells  us,  p.  723,  That  Captain  Toilet 
failed  from  Cork  on  the  25  th  of  April ;  and  immediately  after, 
he  informs  us,  that  the  Engagement  happened  on  the  6th  ; 
but  he  does  not  tell  us  of  what  Month,  though  from  the 
former  Account,  it  mult  have  been  May.  Mr.  Lediard  faw, 
and  corredled  this  Miftake  ;  but  without  bringing  us  any  Au¬ 
thority,  though  he  happens  to  be  right  in  his  Conjedlure. 
We  do  not,  however,  trull  to  that  Method.  In  the  London- 
Gazette,  No.  4521,  is  a  Letter  from  on  board  The  AfTurance, 
with  an  Account  of  this  Tranfadlion,  dated  in  Hamcze, 
March  3d,  and  therein,  the  Engagement  is  exprefly  faid  to 
1  have  happened  the  Day  before. 
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Tran  fa,  who  commanded  the  French  Squadron,  had  a- 
bundanceof  Men  killed  and  wounded,  and  took  only  five 
Merchant-men,  which  it  was  believed  he  fent  into  Brejf . 
In  the  Memoirs,  which  go  under  his  Name,  it  is  ac- 
knowieged,  that  our  Officers  did  their  Duty  extreamly 
well;  that  not  only  his  own  Ship  was  very  roughly 
handled  by  Captain  Toilet,  but  alfo,  that  The  Amazon,  and 
The  Glory ,  that  were  with  him,  met  the  like  Reception 
from  The  Hampjhire  and  The  AJJlJlance .  As  to  the 
five  Prizes,  he  fays,  that  two  of  them  were  fent  to  St. 
Maids ,  one  got  into  Calais ,  and  the  other  two  foundered 
on  the  Englifo  Coaft m. 

Lord  DurJJey,  on  the  20th  of  March ,  ordered  three 
Ships  to  cruize  off  Brejl,  to  gain  Intelligence,  and  in 
the  mean  time.  The  Salifbury  took  a  French  Weft -India 
Ship,  richly  laden ;  but  the  moll  valuable  Part  of  her 
EffeCls  were  immediately  taken  out,  becaufe  file  proved 
fo  leaky,  that  it  was  fufpefted  file  might  founder  at  Sea. 
On  the  29th,  his  Lordfhip  had  Orders  to  fee  the  Li/bon 
Fleet  of  Merchant-men  fafe  into  the  Sea  ;  but  his  Lord- 
fliip  having  received  certain  Intelligence,  that  M  du 
Guai  Trouin ,  was  then  cruizing  at  the  Dillance  of  about 
thirty-five  Leagues  from  Scilly,  his  Lordlhip  propofed  to 
leave  the  Trade  and  Tranfports,  under  the  Protection 
of  fome  Dutch  Men  of  War,  that  were  expeCted  from 
Portfmouth ,  and  refolved  to  go  himfelf  in  Search  of  the 
Enemy  ;  but  theie  Dutch  Ships  of  War  not  arriving  in 

Time, 


m  Memoires  de  Monfieur  Guai  Trouin.  The  French  Jour¬ 
nals  of  thole  Times,  acknowlege  the  fame  Thing,  and  own, 
tuat  their  Ships  were  very  roughly  treated  ;  and  that,  if  our 
Squadron  had  been  Wronger,  it  would  have  been  difficult  for 
them  to  efcape. 
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Time,  his  Lordfhip  thought  it  better  to  comply  with 
his  Orders  ;  and  having  feen  the  Lijbon  Fleet  as  far  as 
he  was  directed,  he  had  fcarce  parted  from  them,  on  the 
9  th  of  April j  before  he  difcovered  The  Achilles ,  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  du  Gnai  Trouin ,  and  The  Glory ,  who. 
the  Day  before,  had  taken  The  Brijlol  Man  of  War,  a 
fifty  Gun  Ship  ;  his  Lordfliip  immediately  gave  them 
Chace,  recovered  The  Brijlol ,  which,  by  a  Shot  in  her 
Bread-Room,  funk  foon  afterwards ;  but  all  the  Men, 
except  twenty,  were  faved.  The  Achilles ,  much  flutter¬ 
ed,  efcaped  by  her  failing,  but  The  Le  Glorie ,  a  French 
Man  of  War  of  44  Guns  and  312  Men,  was  taken; 
his  Lordfliip  having  about  feventy  Men  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  Adtion.  On  the  26th  of  April ,  two 
fmall  Ships  were  taken,  and  on  the  7th  of  May ,  a  Pri¬ 
vateer,  carrying  14  Guns,  and  an  hundred  Men  ;  but  the 
Provifions  through  all  the  Ships  then  growing  very  fliort, 
his  Lordfliip  found  it  neceflary  to  return  to  Plymouth  on 
the  13th,  with  his  Squadron,  which,  then  confifted  of 
one  Third,  and  feven  fourth  Rates,  and  there  received 
the  unwelcome  News,  that  her  Majefty’s  Ship  The 
SweepflakeSy  of  32  Guns,  had  been  taken  by  two  French 
Privateers,  each  of  which  was  of  greater  Force  than 
that  Frigate  n. 

To 


n  London-Gazette,  No.  4531.  All  our  Public  Accounts  cal! 
the  French  Man  of  War  taken  in  this  Engagement,  Le  Glorie; 
but  it  appears  from  the  French  Writers,  that  the  true  Name 
of  it  was,  Le  Glorieux.  In  the  Account  publilhed  by  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  it  appears,  that  The  Briftol,  Captain  Gore,  was  ta¬ 
ken  in  her  Paflage  from  Plymouth  to  Lifbon,  after  a  very 
warm  Difpute,  in  which,  fhe  had  feventy  Men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  French  Man  of  War  was  taken  by  Captain 
Thomas  Matthews,  now  Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief 
in  the  Mediterranean, 
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To  baiJance  this  Piece  of  ill  News,  there  arrived.  a~ 
bout  the  fame  Time,  Advice,  that  four  French  Alert 
of  War  had  attacked  fome  New-England  Ships,  with 
Marts,  under  the  Convoy  of  Captain  TValter  Ryddel, 
in  The  Falmouth ,  a  Ship  of  fifty  Guns,  about  twenty- 
four  Leagues  from  Stilly .  This  happened  on  the  1 8th 
of  May ;  and  the  French  Commodore,  a  fixty  Gun 
Ship,  attempting  to  board  The  Falmouth ,  Captain  Ryddel 
faved  him  the  Trouble,  by  filling  his  Head-fails,  and 
laying  her  on  Board  under  her  Bowfprit,  directly  a- 
thwart  her  Hawfe,  and  raked  her  fore  and  aft,  with  his 
Cannon.  The  Enemy  continued  in  this  Pofture  about 
an  Hour  and  half^  during  which  Time,  he  entered  many 
Men,  but  they  were  repulfed.  However,  the  Number 
of  Men  on  Board  her  being  much  greater  than  thofe 
in  The  Falmouth ■,  it  occafioned  various  Turns :  but,  at 
length,  he  thought  fit  to  retire,  having  firft  cut  all  the 
Laniards  of  The  Falmouth’s  Fore  and  Mizon-Shrowds3 
believing  it  might  prevent  her  following  to  refcue  the 
Convoys,  which  the  Enemy  rtood  after.  Notwithftand* 
ing  this.  Captain  Ryddel  followed  him  with  fuch  Dili¬ 
gence,  as  enabled  him  to  pteferve  them,  and  to  bring 
them  into  Plymouth.  In  this  Action,  The  Falmouth  had 
thirteen  Men  killed,  and  fifty-fix  wounded.  The  Cap- 
tain  himfelf  was  wounded  in  the  right  Leg,  and  had 
feveral  others  hurt ;  and  the  fecond  Lieutenant,  and  Mr* 
Lawfon ,  a  Volunteer,  were  Ihot  through  the  Body  ;  The 
Falmouth  had  twenty  thoufand  Pounds  New-England 

Money  on  Board  her,  at  the  Time  of  the  En»a°-e- 
ment  °. 
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On  the  very  fame  Day  Application  being  made  to 
his  Excellency  Thomas  Earl  of  Wharton ,  then  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland ,  fignifying,  that  two  French  Pri¬ 
vates  had  entered  Bantry  -  Bay ,  and  furprized  The 
Ruth ,  of  London ,  a  Weft- India  Ship,  fuppofed  to  be 
worth  25,000 /.  at  lead  ;  his  Lordfhip  ordered  Captain 
Camock ,  in  The  Speedwell ,  then  in  the  Harbour  of  Kin- 
faley  to  proceed  immediately  in  qued  of  the  faid  Priva¬ 
teers,  and  their  Prize.  He  accordingly,  failed  diredtly 
for  Beer-Haven ,  at  the  very  Entrance  of  which,  he 
met  one  of  the  Privateers,  and  the  Prize,  making  the 
bed  of  their  Way  to  France.  The  Prize  was  imme¬ 
diately  retaken,  on  board  which,  the  Captain  put  his 
Lieutenant,  with  forty  Men,  and  then  continued  the 
Chace  all  Night ;  but  finding  the  Privateer  had  given 
him  the  Slip,  he  the  next  Morning  entered  Bantry-Bay , 
and  took  the  other  Privateer,  with  thirty  Men  on  Board, 
mod  of  them  Irijh ,  whom  he  fent  to  the  Prifon  of  Cork , 
in  order  to  be  tried  for  High-Treafon  p.  Three  Weeks 
afterwards,  the  fame  Officer  had  the  good  Luck  to  fur- 
prize  a  French  Privateer  of  twelve  Guns  and  ninety 
Men,  on  the  very  Point  of  taking  three  Merchant¬ 
men,  richly  laden,  all  of  whom  he  brought  fafe  into  the 
Port  of  Londonderry 

It  is  now  Time  to  return  to  the  Proceedings  of  Sir 
George  Byng ,  whom  we  left  in  the  Harbour  of  Port-Ma - 
hon^  where  he  was  extreamly  didrefled  for  want  of  Na¬ 
val 
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Val  Stores,  which  were  on  board  The  Arrogant ,  a  Ship 
that  had  been  miffing  from  his  Arrival  in  that  Harbour, 
in  Queft  of  which  he  detached  Ships  to  Majorca ,  and 
Cagliari ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  difpatched  Orders  to 
Sir  Edward  Whitaker ,  who  was  Till  on  the  Coart  of 
Italy ,  to  join  him  with  his  Squadron,  in  cafe  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  Troops,  that  were  designed  for  Catalonia ,  were 
not  as  yet  ready.  All  the  Month  of  February ,  1709, 
was  fpent  in  tedious  Expeditions  ;  but  at  lad,  about  the 
middle  of  March ,  Sir  Edward  Whitaker  arrived  with 
about  3500  Men,  to  the  great  Joy  of  Sir  George  Byng 
and  General  Stanhope ,  who  had  long  waited  for  thefe 
Forces ,  in  order  to  Attempt  fomething  for  the  Relief 
o f  Alic  ant,  then  befieged  by  an  Army  of  12,000  Men  ; 
and  for  the  Safety  of  which,  King  Charles  had  expreffed 
unufual  Concern.  As  this  City  and  Cattle  had  been  ta¬ 
ken,  as  we  before  have  {hewn,  by  the  remarkable  Va¬ 
lour  of  the  Britijh  Seamen  ;  as  the  prefen t  Siege  of  it 
was  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  Adions  in  this  Age; 
and  as  the  Attempt  made  for  its  Relief,  cannot  well  be 
underftood  without  it ;  I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  of  giving 
a  fuccind  Account  of  the  whole  Affair,  from  the  Time 
the  Place  was  inverted,  to  its  Surrender1-. 

A  LIC  A  NT  is  a  City  and  Port  commanded  by  a 
ftrong  Cattle,  Handing  on  a  Rock,  at  a  fmall  Dittance 
from  the  Sea,  and  about  fixty-eight  Miles  South  from 
the  capital  City  of  Valencia .  T  here  was  in  it,  a  pretty* 
good  Garrifon,  under  the  Command  of  Major  General 

^  2  Richards  $ 
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Richards ;  which  made  an  obftinate  Defence  againft  a 
very  numerous  Army  of  the  Enemy,  with  a  very  large 
Train  of  heavy  Artillery,  and  excellently  fupplied  with 
Ammunition.  At  laft,  the  City  being  abfolutely  un¬ 
tenable,  the  Garrifon  refolved  to  retire  into  the  Caftle, 
which  had  hitherto  been  efteemed  impregnable.  They 
funk  three  Cifterns  in  the  folid  Rock,  and  then,  with  in¬ 
credible  Labour,  filled  them  with  Water.  The  Troops 
that  retired  into  it,  were  Sir  Charles  Hotbam’s  Regi¬ 
ment,  and  that  of  Colonel  Sibourg ,  generally  called  the 
French  Regiment,  becaufe  it  was  compofed  of  Refugees. 
After  fome  Progrefs  made  in  this  fecond  Siege,  the  French 
faw  that  it  was  impoffible  to  do  any  great  Matter  in  the 
ufual  Way,  and  therefore,  contrary  to  all  Expectation, 
refolved  upon  a  Work,  exceffively  laborious,  and,  in  all 
outward  Appearance,  impracticable ;  which  was  that 
of  Mining  through  the  folid  Rock,  in  order  to  blow 
up  the  Caftle  and  its  Garrifon  into  the  Air  together. 
At  firft,  Major-General  Sibourg ,  and  all  the  Officers  in 
the  Place,  looked  upon  the  Enemies  Scheme  as  a  Thing 
utterly  impracticable,  and  were  fecretly  well  pleafed  with 
their  Undertaking,  in  hopes  it  would  give  Time  for 
our  Fleet  to  come  to  their  Relief  5  yet,  this  did  not 
hinder  them  from  doing  all  that  lay  in  their  Power,  to 
incommode  the  Workmen,  and,  at  laft,  to  countermine 
them s. 

The  Refiegers,  however,  wrought  fo  inceflantly, 
and  brought  fuch  Numbers  of  Peafants,  to  aflilt  them 

in 
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in  their  Labours,  that  they,  having,  in  about  twelve 
Weeks  time,  finifhed  the  Works  thought  proper  for 
their  Service,  by  very  experienced  Engineers,  and  charg¬ 
ed  them  with  1,500  Barrels  of  Powder,  fevera  L;ge 
Beams,  Iron  Bars  and  Crows,  and  other  Utenfils  c  f 
Deltrudlion,  fummoned  the  Caftle  to  furrender,  March 
20th,  moil  folemnly  alluring  a  fafe  and  honourable 
Convoy  to  Barcelona ,  with  Bag  and  Baggage  for  every 
Perfon  in  it,  if  they  fubmitted  within  three  Da  vs,  and 
fo  prevented  the  Ruin  of  the  Caltle  $  but  otherw ile,  no 
Mercy,  if  any  might  accidentally  efcape  the  Blow :  And, 
to  l how  the  Reality  of  their  Defign,  they  defired  the  Gar- 
rifon  might  depute  three,  or  more  Engineers,  with  other 
Gentlemen  of  competent  Skill,  to  view  their  Works,  and 
make  a  faithful  Report  of  what  they  law*  Accordingly, 
two  Field-Officers  went  to  the  Mine,  and  were  allowed 
the  Liberty  of  making  what  Scrutiny  they  pleafed  :  upon 
which,  they  told  the  Governor,  that  if  their  Judgment 
failed  them  not,  the  Explofion  would  carry  up  the  whole 
Caltle  to  the  Ealtermolt  Battery,  unlefs  it  took  Vent  in 
their  own  Counter-Mine,  or  Vein  ;  but  at  leaff,  they 
Concieved  it  would  carry  away  the  Sea-Battery,  the  Lodg¬ 
ing-Rooms  in  the  Caftle-Clofe,  fome  of  the  Chambers 
cut  for  Soldiers  Barracks,  and,  they  feared,  affect  the 
great  Ciller n  L 

A  Grand  Council  of  War  was  called  upon  this ;  the 
French  Meffage  delivered,  and  the  Engineers  made  their 
Reports  the  Befieged  acknowleged  their  want  of  Water- 
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but,  believing  the  Fleet  might  be  fenfible  of  tllUr  Diftrefs, 
and  confequenrly  under  fome  Concern  for  their  Relief, 
their  unanimous  Refolution  was,  to  commit  themfelves 
to  the  Providence  of  God,  and,  whatever  Fate  attended 
them,  to  Hand  the  fpringing  of  the  Mine.  The  French 
were  extremely  concerned  at  this  Anfwer,and  the  fecond 
Night  of  the  three  allowed,  fent  to  divert  them  from  what 
they  called  Obftinacy,  offering  the  fame  honourable  Ar¬ 
ticles  as  before,  upon  that  late  Compliance  ;  but  thefe  ftill. 
,  were  rejefted  by  the  Befieged.  The  fatal  third  Night 
approaching,  and  no  Fleet  fee n,  the  French  fent  their  laft 
Summons,  and  withal,  an  Affurance,  that  their  Mine 
was  primed,  and  fhould  be  fprung  by  fix  o’Clock  the 
next  Morning  ;  and  though,  as  they  faw  all  Hope  and 
Profpedt  of  Relief  was  vain,  yet  there  was  room  for 
Mercy  ftill,  and  the  Terms  already  propofed,  in  their 
Power  to  accept.  The  Befieged  perfifted  in  the  Refult 
of  their  firft  Council,  and  the  French  met  their  ufual 
Anfwer  again  ;  therefore,  as  a  Prologue  to  their  intended 
Tragedy,  they  ordered  all  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Quarter, 
to  withdraw  from  their  Houfes  before  five  o’Clock  the 
enfuing  Morning.  The  Befieged,  in  the  mean  Time, 
kept  a  general  Guard,  devoting  themfelves  to  Medita¬ 
tions.  The  Major  -  General,  Colonel  Sihourg ,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Thornicroft ,  of  Sir  Charles  Hothanfs 
Regiment,  fat  together  in  the  Governor’s  ufual  Lodg¬ 
ing  Room  ;  other  Officers  cantoned  themfelves  as  their 
Tempers  inclined  them  to  paf$  the  melancholy  Night u. 
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At  length,  Day  appearing,  the  Governor  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  the  Inhabitants  were  flying  in  Crowds  to 
the  Weftermoft  Part  of  the  Town.  The  Governor,  at¬ 
tended  with  the  above-mentioned  Gentlemen,  and  a- 
bout  five  or  fix  other  Officers,  went  to  the  Weft-Bat¬ 
tery,  to  inform  himfelf  better.  After  he  had  remained 
there  about  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
T 'hornier oft  defired  him  to  remove,  as  being  unable  to  do 
any  Service  there;  he  and  Colonel  Sibourg  both  anf- 
wered,  that  no  Danger  \yas  to  be  apprehended  there, 
more  than  in  any  other  Place ;  and  that  there  they 
would  wait  the  Event.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  re¬ 
mained,  becaufe  his  Superiors  did,  and  other  Officers 
imitated  the  fame  Example  :  But  the  Flour  of  five  being 
now  confiderably  paft,  the  Corporals  Guard  cried  out, 
that  the  Train  was  fired,  obferving  fome  Smoak  from 

the  lighted  Matches,  and  other  combuftible  Matter  near 

* 

it,  from  whence  the  fame  afeended  to  the  Centinels 
above.  The  Governor  and  Field-Officers  were  then 
urged  to  retreat;  but  refufed.  The  Mine  at  laft  blew  up; 
the  Rock  opened  and  fhut ;  the  whole  Mountain  felt  the 
Convulfion  ;  the  Governor  and  Field-Officers  with  their 
Company,  ten  Guns,  and  two  Mortars,  were  buried  in 
the  Abyfs ;  the  Walls  of  the  Caftle  fhook,  part  of  the 
great  Ciftern  fell,  another  Ciftern  almoft  clofed,  and  the 
Rock  fhut  a  Man  to  his  Neck  in  its  Clift,  who  lived 
many  Hours  in  that  afflicting  Pofture.  About  thirty-fix 
Centinels,  and  Women,  were  fwallowed  in  different 
Quarters,  whofe  dying  Groans  were  heard,  fome  of 
them  after  the  fourth  mournful  Day.  Many  Houfes  of 
the  Town  were  overwhelmed  in  their  Ruins,  and  the 
Caftle  fuffered  much;  but,  that  it  wears  any  Form  at  all, 

1 4  wra$ 


I 


120  NAVAL  BISTORT 

was  owing  to  the  Vent  which  the  Explofion  forced 
through  the  Veins  of  the  Rock,  and  the  Countermine- 
After  the  Lofs  of  the  Chief  Officers,  the  Government 
fell  of  Courfe  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dalbeume ,  of  Si- 
bourg's  Regiment,  who  drew  out  a  Detachment  of  the 
whole  Garrifon,  and  with  it,  made  a  defperate  Sally, 
to  fiiew  how  little  he  was  moved  at  their  Thunder.  The 
Bombs  from  the  Callle  played  on  the  Town  more  vio* 
lently,  and  the  Shot  galled  every  Corner  of  their  Streets  ; 
which  Refentment  they  continued  till  the  Arrival  of 
our  Fleet,  which  they  had  expedled  fo  long  w. 

On  the  5th  cf  Aprils  about  8  o’Clock  in  the  Morn- 
ing,  Sir  Edward  Whitaker's  Squadron  arrived  and  attempt¬ 
ed  the  Caftle’s  Relief  5  his  Ships  were,  The  Defiance ,  Nor ** 
thumb erland^  Ejjex ,  York ,  and  Dunkirk .  The  laft  went 
within  the  Line,  as  drawing  lefs  Water  than  the  other 
in  three  and  a  half  Fathom  $  then  laying  her  Broadlide 
to  the  Eaft  Part  of  the  Town,  began  to  Cannonade  a 
Battery  of  four  Guns,  and  two  others  raifed  under  the 
Hill,  each  mounted  with  two  Guns,  and  from  the 
Mole- head,  a  forty-two  Pounder.  The  Wind  having 
been  frefti  the  Night  before,  and  an  unhappy  Swell  roll¬ 
ing  in  from  the  Eaftward,  at  eleven,  the  great  Ships 
were  obliged  to  weigh  their  Anchors,  making  out  of 
Cannon-Shot.  The  Dunkirk ,  having  much  of  her  Rig¬ 
ging  damaged,  and  her  fmall  Bower  cut  between  One 
* 
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and  Two,  fell  faft  a-ftern,  lying  expofed  to  the  Enemy’s 
Shot,  Bombs,  and  Carcaffes,  till  Three  in  the  Afternoon, 
at  which  Time,  by  winding  the  right  Way,  fhe  got 
off.  The  Weather  continuing  very  bad  till  the  7  th, 
and  it  being  not  known  what  Extremities  the  Garrifon 
might  be  under,  and  the  Enemy  encreafing  confider- 
ably  in  Strength,  the  General  fent  a  Flag  of  Truce 
a-Shore,  with  Propofals  for  furrendering  the  Caftle; 
which  being  agreed  to,  and  our  Men  embarked,  the 
Admiral  (Sir  George  Byng)  proceeded  with  his  Troops 
towards  Barcelona,  having  detached  fome  Ships  to 
cruize  for  the  Turkey-Fleet ;  others,  with  Tranfports  for 
Corn,  to  Barb  ary ;  and  The  Suffolk,  Hu?nber,  and 
Ipfwich,  which  he  left  to  clean  at  Port-Mahon ,  were 
under  Orders  to  proceed  to  Genoa  and  Final ,  for  tranf- 
porting  the  German  Troops  from  thofe  Places  to  Cata¬ 
lonia .  In  his  Way  to  Barcelona,  he  landed  General 
Stanhope,  with  the  Troops  at  Terragona,  and  returning 
with  the  Garrifon  of  the  Caftle  of  Alicant,  to  Port-Ma¬ 
hon,  joined  fome  other  Ships  to  thofe  he  firft:  intended 
for  Genoa  and  Final,  and  fent  them  thither  under  Com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  Edward  Whitaker  ;  but  dire&ed  him  firft  to 
proceed  to  Leghorn,  for  a  Supply  of  Provifions,  which 
was  at  this  Time,  very  much  wanted.  The  few  Ships 
he  had  with  him  at  P  or t- Mahon,  he  was  cleaning  as 
faft  as  poflible,  that  fo  they  might  cruize  againft  the 
Enemy,  who  had  taken  The  Faulcon ,  a  Ship  of  thirty-two 
Guns,  off  of  Cape  de  Gat,  in  her  Paffage  to  Lifion, 
from  whence  he  had  ordered  Sir  John  Jennings  to  join 
him,  with  the  Ships  under  his  Command,  who  was  off 
of  Gibraltar ,  the  21ft  of  May,  with  fixteen  Men  of 
War,  Englijh  and  Dutch )  and  about  forty  Tranfports, 
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loaden  with  Corn,  as  alfo  Provifions  and  Stores  for  the 
Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ,  and  arrived  at  Port- Mahon, 
the  28th  ;  from  whence  he  guarded  the  Corn-Ships  to 
Barcelona ,  and  was  joined  the  8th  of  June  by  Sir  George 
Byng ,  with  the  reft  of  the  Englijh  and  Butch  Men  of 
War;  and  theie  Sir  Edward  Whitaker  arrived  with  his 
Squadron  from  Italy ,  and  above  two  thoufand  Recruits 
for  the  Army  in  Catalonia .  A  Council  of  War  being 
held,  it  was  determined,  that  fince  the  King  of  Spain, 
as  the  Pofture  of  Affairs  then  were,  could  not  come  to 
any  R.efolution  relating  to  the  Fleets  affifting  in  the  Re¬ 
gion  of  thofe  Parts  of  Spain,  Hill  in  the  Poffeffion  of 
the  Enemy,  to  lail  to  a  Station  ten  Leagues  South  of 
Cape  Toulon ,  not  only  for  intercepting  their  Trade,  but 
to  alarm  them  all  that  might  be ;  but  fince  it  was  ne- 
ceffary,  that  a  Squadron  fhould  be  on  the  Coaft  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  Sir  John  Jennings  was  fent  thither  with  one 
Ship  of  the  fecond  Rate,  four  of  the  Third,  five  of  the 
Fourth,  and  three  of  the  Fifth  x. 

Sir  George  Byng  arrived  before  Toulon  the  24th  of 
June,  in  which  Harbour  he  faw  only  eight  Ships  rigged, 
and  one  large  Man  of  War  on  the  Carreen,  the  reft  be¬ 
ing  difarmed  ;  which  fatisfied  him,  that  the  Informations 
he  had  formerly  received,  were  true  ;  that  the  Enemy 
did  not  intend,  in  Fact  was  not  able,  to  bring  out  any 
Fleet  that  Year ;  but  were  refolved  to  content  themfelves 
with  fending  out  fmall  Squadrons  to  proteft  their  Corn- 
Fleets.  After  thus  infulting  Toulon,  he  in  a  fhort  Time 
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returned  to  Barcelona  Road,  where  he  found  moll  of 
the  Ships  arrived  from  the  Services  upon  which  he  had 
fent  them  }  and  fome  of  them,  particularly  "The  Centu - 
rian^  and  Dunkirk ,  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  make 
a  great  many  Prizes.  The  Court  of  Spain  was,  at  the 
Inftance  of  Cardinal  Grimani ,  very  defirous  to  have  the 
jRedu&ion  of  Sicily  attempted,  and  was  informed,  by 
General  Stanhope ,  that  it  was  her  Majefty’s  Pleafure, 
Part  of  the  Fleet  fhould  affift  in  the  Defign  upon  Cadiz; 
but  the  Dutch  Ships  having  been  feparated  in  bad 
Weather,  and  ours  being  too  few  to  anfwer  thefe  and 
many  other  Services  the  Court  propofed,  he  fufpended 
for  fome  time  the  coming  to  any  Refolution,  being  every 
Day  in  Expectation  of  the  Ships  of  the  States-General.  But 
at  length  he  formed  a  Difpofition  of  her  Majefty’s  Ships, 
and  appointed  Sir  Edward  Whitaker  for  the  Service  of 
Sicily ,  while  he  himfelf  defigned  to  proceed  on  the  other, 
with  General  Stanhope .  The  26th  of  July,  the  Court  of 
Spain  having  Notice  of  the  Enemies  penetrating  into 
the  Lampourdan ,  with  Intention,  as  we  apprehended, 
to  befiege  Girone ;  and  there  being  a  want  of  Ships  to 
protect  the  Coafts  of  Catalonia ,  and  hinder  the  Ene¬ 
mies  having  Supplies  by  Sea,  as  alfo  a  Squadron  to  bring 
over  the  Prizes  with  Corn,  from  Porto  Farina ,  which 
they  were  in  great  Want  of  in  that  Principality,  and 
fome  Ships  to  go  to  Italy ,  for  Money,  for  fubfifting  the 
Troops,  the  Court  feemed  to  Jay  afide  the  Defign  on 
Sicily y  and  the  Admiral  fent  five  Ships  for  the  aforefafd 
Vefiels  with  Corn  y. 
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The  Warmth,  Impatience  and  Irrefolution  of  the 
Court  at  Barcelona,  obliged  the  Admirals  to  drop  thefe 
great  Defigns ;  for,  without  regard  to  what  had  been 
tefolved,  or  even  for  what  themfelves  had  demanded 
before,  they  were  continually  defiring  fomething  new  to 
be  done  for  them,  without  ever  confidering,  that  it  was 
impoffible  our  Ships  could  perform  one  Service,  without 
neglecting  another.  Thus,  upon  an  Apprehenfion 
that  the  Enemy  would  attack  Girone,  the  Englijh  Ships 
were  defired  to  intercept  their  Provifions.  Soon  after, 
they  were  diftrefled  for  want  of  Provifions  themfelves, 
and  then  the  molt  necefiary  Thing  that  could  be  done, 
was,  to  fend  for  the  Prizes  laden  with  Corn  from  Port 
Faiina .  By  that  Time  this  was  refolved  on.  Money 
grew  fcarce,  and  then  his  Catholick  Majefty  hoped,  that 
the  Englijh  Ships  would  go  and  fetch  it  immediately  from 
Italy.  The  Manner  in  which  thefe  Demands  were 
made,  and  the  Apprehenfions  the  Officers  were  under, 

401 

of  Complaints  being  fent  Home,  induced  them  to  com¬ 
ply  with  every  Thing,  as  far  as  was  in  their  Power ;  fo 
that,  of  Necefiity,  the  Expedition  againft  Sicily  was  laid 
afide.  Our  Admirals,  however,  ftill  flattered  themfelves 
that  fomething  might  be  done  at  Cadiz ,  where  it  was 
known  the  People  were  in  want  of  Bread,  and  were,  be- 
lides,  highly  difcontented  with  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  z.  i 

Oh 


z  It  was  a  great  Misfortune  to  King  Charles,  that  he  had 
no  body  about  him  capable  of  giving  him  good  Advice,  or  of 
confidering  what  was  fit  to  be  undertaken  in  the  Situation  his 
Affairs  were  in.  This  fingle  Miftake  of  grafping  every 
Thing,  when  fcarce  any  Thing  was  in  his  Power,  proved  the 

Ruin 
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On  the  27th  of  July>  the  Dutch  Squadron  arrived 
from  Leghorn ,  upon  which,  Sir  George  Byng  called  a 
Council  of  War,  and  laid  before  them  the  Queen’s  Or¬ 
ders,  the  Defires  of  his  Catholick  Majefty,  and  the  Pro* 
je£t  formed  by  themfelves  for  attempting  Cadiz  ;  but 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Dutch  Ships  excufed 
himfelf,  declaring,  That  they  were  Viftualled  only  till 
the  End  of  Augujl ,  which  difabled  him  from  Underta¬ 
king  any  Service  beyond  the  20th  of  that  Month.  It 
%vas  then  agreed,  that  Sir  George  By?ig  fbould  proceed 
to  Cadiz ,  and  the  Dutch  be  employed  in  other  Services  5 
which,  however,  could  not  be  executed  ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  Sir  George  Byng  refolved  to  return  to  England 9 
where  he  fafely  arrived,  on  the  25th  of  September ,  leav¬ 
ing  Sir  Edward  Whitaker ,  with  a  pretty  ftrong  Squa¬ 
dron  in  the  Mediterranean ,  where,  in  the  Bay  of  Rofes% 

he  difcovered  the  Grand  Convoy,  intended  for  the 
French  Service  in  the  Lamperdan ,  which  confifted  of 
forty  large  Veflels,  laden  with  Corn,  and  other  Pro- 
vifions,  of  which  he  took  thirty,  and  hindered  the  reft 
from  putting  to  Sea  ;  by  which  the  Enemy  was  greatly 
diftrefied,  and  King  Charles  s  Army  fo  happily  fupplied 
with  Provifions,  as  to  be  able  to  keep  the  Eield,  which 
Otherwife  they  could  not  have  done a ;  and  having  thus 

attend- 


Ruin  of  all  his  Undertakings  ;  though,  as  this  Hiltory  fully 
fhews,  our  Sea-Officers  did  for  him  all  he  could  expert ,  and 
more  a  great  deal  than  the  Officers  of  any  other  Nation 
womd  have  done,  as  is  evident  from  The  Impartial  Inquiry 

into  the  Management  of  the  War  with  Spain,  and  all’  the 
Jtliitories  of  thofe  Times, 

“  I  find  this  put  in  a  much  ftronger  Light  hy  fome  Dutch 
'  who  tell  us,  that  Admiral  Whitaker,  with  fifteen 
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attended  our  Fleets  in  the  Mediterraitean ,  as  long  as 
they  were  employed  in  any  Service ;  we  fhall  now  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Exploits  performed  in  the  Soundings ,  by  Lord 
DurJIey ,  with  the  Squadron  under  his  Command. 

Sir  George  Byng ,  in  his  Return  from  the  Mediterra 
neany  having  obtained  anexadl  Account  of  the  Strength, 
Station,  and  Defigns  of  M.  du  Guai  Trouin ,  fent  an 
Account  of  it  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  who,  imme¬ 
diately  difpatchcd  it  to  Lord  DurJIey ,  who  was  juft  re¬ 
turned  from  cruizing  for  a  Corn-fleet,  which  the  French 
expedled  from  the  Baltic L  His  Lordfhip’s  Inftrudtions 
were,  to  give  the  Enemy  all  the  Difturbance  he  could, 
and  to  take  particular  Care  of  the  Wejl-India  Trade, 
the  Intercepting  of  which  was  principally  defigned  by 
M.  du  Guai  Trouin .  On  the  8th  of  Oftober ,  his  Lord- 
fhip  failed  from  Plymouth ,  with  one  third  Rate,  and  two 
Fourths,  having  before  detached  Captain  Vincent  with  fix 
Ships,  to  fecure  the  WeJl-lndia  Fleet  ;  and  foon  after,  his 
Lordfhip  joined  that  Detachment,  by  which,  he  effedtual- 
1  y  prevented  the  French  from  fucceeding  in  their  Defign. 
On  the  laft  of  October ,  his  Lordfhip  being  then  off  Stilly, 
took  a  large  French  Ship  from  Guadalupe b,  and  a  fmall 

Privateer. 


Sail  of  Men  of  War,  entered  the  Bay  of  Rofes,  and  deflroyed 
fifty  French  Ships,  laden  with  Corn.  They  add,  that  the 
Admiral  would  have  a  fluted  his  Catholick  Majefty,  in  reducing 
Rofes,  which  would  have  left  the  Enemy  without  a  Sea-Port 
in  Catalonia  ;  but  his  Advice  was  not  followed,  which  was 
much  to  the  Prejudice  of  King  Charles’s  Affairs, 

b  According  to  fome  Accounts,  this  was  a  very  confiderable 
Prize;  no  lefs  than  a  Ship  of  forty  Guns,  with  a  Cargo  worth 
ioOjCCO  Pound.  Indeed,  this  Lord  took  fo  many,  and  fo 
rich  Prizes,  that  I  do  not  wonder  iome  of  our  Writers  grew 

weary 
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Privateer.  Three  Weeks  after,  he  met  with  the  Barba* 
does-F leet,  and  having  fufficiently  ftrengthened  their 
Convoy,  detached  two  Frigates  for  Intelligence,  into  the 
Road  of  Breji ,  that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to 
undertake  further  Service.  While  his  Lordfhip  was  thus 
employed,  there  happened,  in  the  latter  End  of  November , 
fuch  an  Accident  to  one  of  the  Ships  of  his  Squadron, 
as  very  well  deferves  our  Notice.  Captain  Hughes ,  in 
‘The  JVincheJler ,  chafed  a  Ship  which  proved  to  be  a 
Dutch  Privateer,  whofe  Commander  being  required  to 
flrike,  he,  inftead  of  paying  that  due  Refpedl  to  the  Flag 
of  England ,  fired  both  great  and  fmall  Shot  into  him  ; 
but  being  anfwered  in  the  fame  Manner,  after  an  obfti- 
nate  Difpute  (though  it  was  known  The  JVincheJler  was 
an  Englijb  Ship  of  War)  the  Commanding  Officer  was 

killed,  and  between  thirty  and  forty  of  the  Dutch  Sea¬ 
men  c. 

His  Lordfhip  being  then  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red, 
detached,  on  the  9  th  of  December ,  Captain  Hart nol > 
in  The  Defloration ,  with  four  other  Ships,  to  cruize 
fifteen  or  twenty  Leagues  Weft  of  Stilly y  in  order  to 
proteft  fome  Eaji- India  Ships,  and  their  Convoys,  from 
Ireland ;  and,  on  the  2d  of  January^  was  going  from 
Plymouth ,  with  feven  clean  Frigates  to  relieve  them ;  but 

being 


weary  of  fitting  them  down  ;  for  I  obfirve,  that  fometimes 
adhve  Officers  are  not  the  greateft  Favourites. 

CI  cannot  find^any  Account  of  this  in  the  Dutch  Writers, 
and  I  muft  confefs,  I  wonder  that  Mr.  Burchet  gave  it  a  Place 
in  his  Hiftory.  This,  however,  is  certain,  that  the  Behaviour  of 
the  Captain  was  not  only  right  in  itfelf,  but  fo  agreeable 
like  wife  to  Lord  Durfley,  that  foon  after  he  hoiited  his  Flag 
on  board  The  Wincheher. 
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being  ordered  to  proceed  part  of  his  Way  with  Sir  John 
Norris  y  towards  Lijbon  ;  his  Lordfhip,  after  complying 
with  this  Order,  remained  in  his  appointed  Station  till  he 
was  forced  from  it  by  foul  Weather;  which,  however, 
gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  taking  a  French  Privateer 
of  twenty  Guns,  and  retaking  the  St.  Peter  of  Dublin > 
a  rich  Ship,  of  which  the  Enemy  had  made  themfelves 
JVlaftei  s,  off  Cape  Clear .  His  Lordfhip,  conttdering 
that  the  Eajl-India  Trade  were  not  yet  arrived  from  Ire - 
land ,  appointed  three  Ships  of  his  Squadron,  to  fee  them 
fafe  from  thence.  On  the  2itt  of  February ,  The  Kent 
brought  into  Plymouth  a  fmall  Privateer,  and  a  French 
Merchant-Ship,  as  The  Rejloration  and  Augujl  did  the 
next  Day  four  more,  which  were  bound  from  Nantz 
to  Martinico ;  and  not  many  Days  after,  his  Lordfhip 
appointed  The  Rejloration ,  and  Augujl ,  to  fee  two  Eajl - 
Inaia  Ships  well  into  the  Sea ;  but,  by  contrary  Winds, 
they  w'ere  forced  back  again.  The  ioth  of  March ,  The 
Montague ,  took  a  Privateer  of  ten  Guns,  and  his  Lord- 
ffiip  having  feen  the  Eajl-India  Ships,  and  thofe  bound 
to  the  Ille  of  May ,  a  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  from 
Scilly,  returned  to  Plymouth  the  9th  of  May :  feven 
Days  after  which.  The  Lyon ,  Colchejler ,  and  Litchjield 
brought  in  four  Prizes,  two  of  them  Privateers,  the 
others  Merchant-Ships ;  when  his  Lordfhip  leaving  the 
Squadron,  he  came  to  Town,  after  having  acquired  as 
much  Reputation  as  it  was  polfible  for  an  Officer  to  do 
in  that  difficult  Station d. 

Before 


d  Burchet  fays,  That  he  obtained  leave  of  the  Lord  High 
Admiral  to  come  to  Town ;  but  that  could  not  be ;  for  the 

Lord 
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Before  I  proceed  to  the  Events  in  the  Weft-Indie ^ 
1  fhall  take  Notice  of  fome  Accidents  that  happened 
in  our  Naval  Affairs,  and  which  feem  to'  have  efcaped 
the  Attention  of  motf,  if  not  all  our  Pliftorians.  In  the 
lirft  Place,  I  am  to  obferve,  that  in  the  latter  End  of 
June ,  her  Majefty’s  Ship  The  Foivey ,  of  thirty-two 
Guns,  was  taken  in  the  Mediterranean ,  by  two  French 
Men  of  War,  of  greater  Strength  e.  On  the  23d  of 
September ,  Captain  Manway,  in  her  Majefty’s  Ship  The 
Plymouth ,  of  fixty  Guns,  arrived  at  Plymouth ,  with  a 
French  Man  of  War,  which  he  had  taken  on  the  20th 
Inftanf.  Captain  Manway  was  bound  to  Plymouth ,  in 
order  to  repair  fome  Damages  he  had  received  ;  and 
about  feven  Leagues  N.  W.  by  N.  from  the  Deadman , 
he  faw  this  Ship,  and  chafed  her  two  Hours,  before  he 
came  up  with  her ;  as  foon  as  he  came  near  enough  to 
engage,  he  fired  upon  her  with  great  Vigour,  and  after 
a  iharp  Action,  which  lalled  above  an  Hour,  he  obliged 
her  to  furrender.  The  French  Ship  was  called  The 
L’Adriad ,  had  been  fitted  cut  from  Dunkirk ,  command¬ 
ed  by  the  Sieur  Jacques  Cajhard ,  having  forty  Guns 
mounted  (but  had  Ports  for  forty-eight)  and  two  hund¬ 


red  and  fixty  Men  on  Board ;  feveral  of  the  Men  be¬ 
longing  to  The  Plymouth  being  fick  on  Shore,  Captain 

VoL’  IV* *  K  Manway, 


Lord  High  Admiral  was  removed  in  the  Beginning  of  No¬ 
vember,  and  this  was  in  the  March  following  ]  mention  this 
only  to  ft.ew  the  Inaccuracy  of  that  Writer’'  in  Things  with 

which  he  ought  to  be  belt  acquainted  s 

*  Pointers  Chronological  Hiftory,'  vol  ii  n  A.o  o,„ 
fauoman’s  Hiftory  before  cited.  As  for  the  French  Hifto- 
rans,  they  either  fay  nothing  of  this  Mattter,  or  they  have 
multiplied  tins  into  three  Ships,  and  have  given  the  Credit  of 
taking  them  to  Captain  De  L’Aiagle,  ia  The  Phceqix. 
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Haiiway  could  make  Ufe  of  no  more  Guns  in  this 
Aflion,  than  the  Enemy’s  Ship  had  mounted.  The 
Captain  of  The  L’Adriad ,  with  fourteen  other  Officers 
and  Seamen,  were  killed  in  the  Engagement,  and  fixty 
wounded  ;  of  The  Plymouth’s  Company,  the  Captain  of 
a  Company  of  Marines,  on  Board,  and  feven  Men  were 
killed,  and  fixteen  wounded  f.  In  the  latter  End  of  the 
Month  of  October ,  the  Wef -India  Fleet,  being  about 
150  Leagues  off  the  Lizard ,  met  with  a  violent  Storm, 
by  which  they  were  feparated  from  five  Ships  of  War, 
appointed  for  their  Convoy  ;  The  Newcajlle ,  which  was 
one  of  them,  being  fo  (battered,  that  (he  loll  her  Main- 
mail,  and  with  much  Difficulty  got  to  Falmouth j  foon 
after.  The  Hampjhire  and  The  Gioucefter  were  attacked 
by  the  Squadron  of  M.  du  Guai  Trouin ,  and  made  a 
gallant  Defence,  notwithllanding  the  great  Inequality  of 
Force  ;  w  hich,  however,  gave  the  Ships  under  their 
Convoy,  an  Opportunity  to  efcape.  At  laft,  after  feven 
Hours  Fight,  The  Gioucefter ,  a  fixty  Gun  Ship,  and  juft 
rebuilt,  was  taken  5  but  The-  Plampfhire  obliged  the 
Enemy  to  (beer  off,  and  in  a  very  (hattered  Condition, 
got  into  Baltimore* * .  On  Chrifmas-Day ,  The  Solebay 
Man  of  War,  with  eight  Merchant-Ships  under  her 
Convoy,  bound  to  Lynn  in  Norfolk ,  were  unfortu¬ 
nately  loft  upon  Bof  On-Knock^  and  only  two  Boats  full  of 

Men 


f  See  the  London-Gazette,  No.  4503. 

*  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiifory,  vol.  ii.  p.  649.  Father 
Daniel  places  the  Lois  oi  this  Snip,  which,  he  lays,  carried 
feventy-two  Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  450  Men,  on  the  6th  of 
Nov.  N.  S.  but  all  our  Naval  Hiitorians,  are  quite  iilent 
about  it,  though,  I  think,  the  Captain’s  Defence  does  us  much 
more  Honour  than  the  Lofs  of  a  fixty  Gun  Ship  can  difcredit 


I 
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Men  faved,  out  of  all  the  Ships h.  From  thefe  difagree- 
a ble  Accidents,  let  us  now  return  to  the  Conduct  of 
Admiral  Wager ,  in  the  Weft -Indies. 

As  this  Admiral  had  been  always  extremely  care¬ 
ful  of  the  Trade  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  io,  in  the 
Spring  of  the  Year  1709,  he  fent  Captain  Hutchins ,  in 
The  Portland ,  to  protect  the  Trading  Sloops  that  were 
going  to  P orto- Bello.  All  the  latter  Part  of  the  Month 
of  April ,  Captain  Hutchins  lay  in  the  Bajhmentos  ;  from 
whence,  he  defcried  four  large  Ships,  two  of  fifty,  and 
two  of  thirty  Guns,  in  the  Harbour  of  Porto- Bello, 
The  two  Jargett,  as  he  was  informed  by  the  private 
Traders,  were  The  Coventry ,  a  fourth  Rate,  taken  from 
us  by  the  French ,  and  Fhe  Minion ,  both  from  Guinea . 
On  the  ill  of  Tfoy  he  had  Intelligence  that  they  failed  the 
Evening  before ;  upon  which,  he  flood  to  the  Northward 
till  the  3d,  when  he  gained  Sight  of  them,  about  eight 
in  the  Morning.  At  Noon,  he  difcovered  their  Hulls 
very  plain,  and  they  being  to  Windward,  bore  dowm  to 
him,  firing  fome  Guns  as  they  pafied  by  ;  foon  after 
which,  they  wore,  as  if  they  defigned  to  engage  in  the 
Evening,  but  did  not.  It  was  little  Wind,  and  about 
fix  o  Clock  he  tacked  upon  them,  and  keeping  Sight  all 
Night,  near  eight  in  the  Morning  he  came  up  within 
Piftol-fhot  of  The  Minion ,  but  was  obliged  to  fight  her 
to  Leeward,  becaule  he  could  not  pollibly  carry  out  his 
Lee  Guns,  though  the  Ships  of  the  Enemy  did.  The 
Coventry ,  after  he  had  been  warmly  engaged, %  got  on 
his  Lee  Bow,  and  firing  very  fmartly  at  his  Malls,  did 
them  no  little  Damage;  but  he  being  not  willing  to  be 

K  2  diverted 


Remarkable  Accidents  at  Sea,  p.  35* 
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diverted  from  The  Minion ,  ply’d  her  very  fmartly,  nor 
could  flie  get  from  him,  untill  they  had  (hot  his  Main 
Topfail  Yard  in  two,  when  both  of  them  {hot  a-head, 
he  creeping  after  them  as  fa  ft  as  poffible  in  that  cripled 
Condition  ;  in  the  mean  while,  fplicing  his  Rigging, 
bending  new  Sails,  and  repairing  other  Damages  in  the 
heft  manner  he  could  K 

About  four  in  the  Morning  a  Boat  was  perceived 
going  from  The  Minion  to  The  Coventry ,  fo  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  he  had  much  difabled  the  former,  and  that  by 
the  frequent  palling  of  the  Boat  between  them,  fhe  was 
fending  the  bell  of  her  Loading  on  board  the  other.  By 
ten  at  Night  he  had  completed  all  his  Work,  and  the 
next  Morning  was  ready  for  a  fecond  Encounter ;  but  it 
proving  little  Wind,  he  could  not  come  up  with  them 
untill  the  6th,  when  before  feven  in  the  Morning,  he  was 

t 

clofe  in  with  The  Coventry ,  which  Ship  hauled  up  her 
Main  Sail,  and  lay  by  for  him.  Coming  nearer  to  her, 
it  was  obferved,  fhe  had  many  fmall-ftiot  Men,  fo  that 
he  durft  not  clap  her  on  board  as  he  had  defigned  ;  but 
plied  her  with  his  Guns;  mean  while,  he  received  but 
little  damage  from  The  Minion .  Between  eleven  and 
twelve,  he  brought  The  Coventry's  Main-maft  by  the 
Board,  and  then  her  Fire  was  much  JeiTened ;  however, 
continuing  to  do  what  they  could,  at  half  an  hour 

pad: 


1  Mr.  Burcbet,  as  Mr.  Lediard  well  obferves,  has  made  a 
great  Mi  Hake  in  the  Date  of  this  A&ion,  which  he  has  placed 
thirteen  Months  before  it  happened  ;  but  he  gives  us  no  Au¬ 
thority  for  his  Correftion,  I  have  before  me,  the  Captain’s 
own  Account,  publiihed  in  the  London -Gazette,  No.  45' 47, 
which  has  enabled  me  to  fet  all  the  Dates  right,  that  are 
every  one  wrong  in  Burchet's  Iliflory. 
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pad  twelve,  (he  ftruck ;  the  firft  Captain  being  killed, 
the  fecond  wounded,  and  a  great  Slaughter  made  among 
the  Men,  many  of  them  being  thofe  who  belonged  to 
The  Minion ;  whereas,  of  ours,  there  were  but  nine 
hilled,  and  twelve  wounded,  mod:  of  whom  recovered, 
and  in  the  Prize,  there  were  about  20,000  Pieces  of 
Eight,  great  Part  whereof  were  found  among  the  French 
Seamen  k. 

\ 

REAR-Admiral  Wager ,  upon  the  prefling  Sollicitati- 
on  of  the  Merchants,  fent  The  Severn  and  Scarborough 
to  England ,  to  convoy  home  the  Trade,  becaufe  they 
were  but  weakly  manned  ;  and  according  to  the  Orders 
he  had  from  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  when  any  Ships 
■under  his  Command  were  fo  reduced  by  Sicknefs,  as  to 
have  no  more  Men  on  board  than  were  necedary  to 
navigate  the  Ship,  thefe  Ships  were  to  be  fent  Home  ; 
and  the  Reafon  of  this  was,  that  by  an  Adi  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which  pafTed  foon  after  Commodore  Ker’ s  Affair, 
our  Admirals  were  abfolutely  retrained  from  prefling  in 
the  Weft-Indies ;  fo  that  in  Truth,  there  was  nothi  g 
left  for  an  Admiral  to  do  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  but  to  fend 
Home  Ships  that  were  of  no  further  Ufe.  All  the  Time 
the  Rear-Admiral  continued  in  this  Station,  he  took 
Care  to  keep  a  fufficient  Number  of  Ships  to  cruize 
upon  the  Enemy,  and  to  protedl  our  Trade,  which  they 
did,  with  all  the  Succefs  that  could  be  expedled  h  But 

K  3  in 


k  See  a  large  Account  of  tins  Engagement  in  the  London- 
Gazette,  No.  4547  Compleat  Hiitory  of  Europe  for  the 
Year  1709.  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiitory,  Remarkable  Ex¬ 
peditions  at  Sea. 

1  The  Rear-Admiral  having  appointed  The  Portland  to  fee 

fome  Merchant- Ships  through  the  Windward  Paffage,  ihe  re¬ 
turned 
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-»n  the  Autumn,  our  Admiral  was  ordered  Home  ;  and 
accordingly,  he  let t  the  Command  of  the  few  Men  of 
War  that  were  Rationed  om  the  Coaft  of  Jamaica,  under 
the  Command  of  Captain  Tudor  Trevor,  who  v  as  foon 
after  relieved  by  Captain  Span.  As  for  the  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral,  he  had  a  fafe  and  fpeedy  Voyage  Home,  where,  he 
Vk as  received,  on  his  coming  from  St.  Helens,  in  the 
Month  of  November ,  with  all  the  R.efpe<fl  imaginable  \ 
the  Letters  from  the  Wef -Indies,  having,  contrary  to 
Cufiom,  done  the  greateft  Honour  to  the  Vigilance  of 
our  Navy  in  thofe  Parts,  while  under  his  Direction; 
which  is  a  clear  Confutation  of  a  modern  JVfaxim  at  a 
certain  Board,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  fatisfy  the  Mer¬ 
chants  at  Home,  or  the  Planters  Abroad  m. 

Before  I  cloie  this  Account  of  our  Affairs  in  A~ 
theiica,  it  is  necellary  I  fhould  fay  fomething  of  a  Mil- 
fortune  that  befell  us  in  Newfoundland  ;  and  the  rather, 
becaufe  none  cf  our  Hiftorians  have  been  particular 
about  it,  for  which  Reafon,  I  am  obliged  to  take  what 
I  have  to  fay,  entirely  on  the  Credit  of  a  French  Wri¬ 
ter.  The  Sieur  de  Saintovide,  the  King’s  Lieutenant 

at 


turned  with  a  French  Prize,  taken  near  Cape  St.  Nicholas, 
worth  about  fix  ^  thoufand  Pounds.  Captain  Vernon,  alfo,  of 
The  Jerfey,  took  in  January,  a  Spaniih  Sloop  foaden  with 
Tobacco,  and  re-took  from  two  French  Sloops,  a  Guinea  Ship 
with  400  Negroes.  Captain  Hardy  of  The  Roebuck,  brought 
in  a  Brigantine,  partly  loaden  with  Indigo,  taken  in  at  Petit 
Guaves,  which  he  met  on  the  North-Side  of  Hifpaniola,  as 
flie  was  going  from  thence  to  Port  de  Paix,  or  Port  Francois  ; 
her  Matter  pretended  he  belonged  to  Curacao,  and  produced 
a  Paper  from  the  Dutch  Governor  there,  empowering  him  to 
Trade  any  where  in  the  Wett-Xndies. 

m  Burchet,  Lediard,  Hittoryof  Jamaica,  Compleat  Hittcry 
of  Europe  for  the  Year  1709,  Pointer,  &c. 
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at  Placentia,  took  the  Fort  of  St.  John ,  on  the  Eaft-fide 
of  Newfoundland ,  by  Scalade ,  in  which  Ad  ion  the  Go¬ 
vernor  was  wounded,  and  made  Priloner,  as  were  the 
Soldiers  of  the  Garrifon,  confifting  of  about  a  hundred 
Men.  This,  my  Author  fays,  happened  on  the  iff  of 
January ,  1709,  and  the  next  Day  he  informs  us,  that 
the  Fort  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Harbour,  built  on  a  Rock, 
and  extreamly  well  fortified,  furrendered  alfo,  and  the 
Garrifon,  confifting  of  fixty  Men,  were  made  Prifoners 
of  WGr.  This  Affair  mult  have  been  attended  with 
very  bad  Confequences  for  the  prefen t ;  but,  as  we  (hall 
fee,  thefe  were  not  only  remedied  in  the  fucceeding  Year, 
but  the  French  Settlements  in  their  Turn,  were  in  a 
Manner  totally  deftroyedn.  But,  it  is  now  Time  for  us 
to  return  Home,  and  to  conclude  the  Hiftory  of  this 
Year,  with  a  Recital  of  the  Alterations  made  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  Management  of  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  finding  the  Care  of  the  Fleet 

/ 

a  Load  too  heavy  for  him  to  bear,  though  he  had  dis¬ 
charged  his  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  to  the  general 
Content  of  all  Parties,  refolved  to  lay  it  down.  A  great 
deal  of  Pains  were  taken  to  divert  his  Lordfhip  from  this 
Refolution,  but  to  no  purpofe;  he  thought  the  Bufinefs 
might  be  better  done  by  one  who  had  greater  Experience 
in  Maritime  Affairs ;  and  thereupon,  this  High  Office  was 
offered  to  the  famous  Earl  of  Orford ,  who  abfolutely  re- 

K  4  fufed 


n  Journal  Hiftorique  de  Louis  XIV.  per  Pere  Daniel,  p. 
256,  257.  He  informs  us,  that  there  were  vaft  Quantities  of 
Artillery  and  Ammunition  found  in  thefe  two  Forts,  which  1 
think  a  little  improbable  ;  but  that  our  Settlements  were  in  a 
great  Meafure  ruined,  feems  to  be  confirmed,  by  feveral  of 
our  own  political  Pamphlets,  publifhed  this  Year, 
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iuied  it,  though  he  was  willing  to  accept  a  Share  in  the 
Dire&ion  of  the  Admiralty.  Her  Majefly,  therefore, 
in  the  Beginning  cf  the  Month  of  November ,  thought 
proper  to  direct  a  Com  million,  whereby,  fhe  conllituted 
and  appointed  Edward  Earl  of  Or  ford.  Sir  John  Leake , 
Sir  George  Byng ,  George  Dodington ,  and  Paul  Methuen , 
jtiuqjS.  Ccmmiffioners,  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ,  in  the 
Loom  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  on  whom,  the  Queen 
bellowed  an  yearly  Penfion  of  3000  /.  per  Annum ,  pay*- 
able  out  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Poll- Office,  in  Con- 
fideration  of  his  eminent  Services  °.  Soon  after  this  Al¬ 
teration,  there  followed  a  Promotion,  viz.  On  the  12th 
of  November ,  1709,  her  Majefty  being  pleated  to  ap¬ 
point,  a  Gentleman,  who  had  been  long  laid  alide,  viz. 
Matthew  Aylmer ,  Efq;  Admiral,  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  her  Majefty’s  Fleet ;  the  Lord  Durjley ,  Vice- 
Admiral  ;  and  Charles  Wager ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
Red.  Sir  John  Jennings ,  Admiral ;  Sir  Edward  Whit¬ 
aker,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  White.  And,  Sir  j ohn  Norris 

Admiral  ;  and  John  Baker ,  Efq;  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Blue  p. 

The  Parliament  met,  and  the  Queen  laid  before 
them  the  Proceedings  of  the  laft  Year,  and  diredled  an 
Account  of  the  Expences  of  the  Government  both 
Civil  and  Military,  to  be  fent  them  from  the  refpedtive 
Officers.  1  he  Bufinefs  of  Dodtor  Sack  ever  el,  took  up 

the 


0  See  Barnet,  Oldmixon,  Compleat  Hillory  of  Europe, 
Life  of  Queen  Anne,  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hillory. 

p  Compleat  Hillory  of  Europe,  for  1709,  Pointer’s  Chro¬ 
nological  Hillory, 
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the  beft  Part  of  the  Seflion ;  but  it  happened  luckily, 
that  the  Supplies  were  firft  granted,  amounting  in 
the  whole,  to  6,184,466/.  7  s,  in  order  to  the  railing 
of  which,  a  Lottery  was  granted  of  1,500,000/.  of 
which,  600,000/.  was  fubfcribed,  on  the  20th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  y  being  the  firft  Day  the  Books  were  opened,  and 
the  reft  in  lefs  than  fix  Weeks q.  This  was  fufficient  to 
fhew  the  Strength  of  public  Credit  at  that  Time,  as 
alfo  the  Difpofition  of  the  Commons,  to  continue  the 
War  ’till  the  Ends  of  it  were  anfwered  ;  but,  after 
Sack  ever  el’s  Tryal,  it  was  foon  perceived,  that  this 
Ardour  began  to  abate,  which  we  find  attributed  by 
our  Hiftorians,  to  many  different  Caufes ;  but  the  Chief 
feems  to  be,  the  Management  of  the  French  King,  who, 
by  publifhing  to  all  the  World  the  mighty  Offers  of 
Peace  that  he  had  made  to  the  Allies,  and  dreffing  up 
in  the  ftrongeft  Colours,  the  hard  Conditions  which  the 
Allies  would  have  impofed  upon  him,  and  with*  which, 
he  declared  he  would  have  complied,  if  they  had  not  ap¬ 
peared  impoffible,  and  calculated  rather  to  prevent,  than 
promote  the  Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Tranquility  of 
Europe  ;  by  which  Reprefentations,  he  raifed  great  Di- 
vifions  among  the  Allies,  and  great  Jealoufies  and  Heart¬ 
burnings,  both  here  and  in  Holland .  This  did  not  hinder 
our  Miniftry  from  purfuing  their  former  Schemes,  and 

1 

endeavouring 

t  ' ' 

q  Pbffory  of  Europe  for  1701,  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hif- 
tory.  Thefe  immenfe  Grants  of  Parliament,  Itruck  the 
French  prodigiously;  for  while  their  Credit  was  low,  or  in  a 
Ivianner  quite  gone,  ours  was  in  its  Zenith  And  without 
Queftion,  if  ever  our  Credit  fhould  fail,  either  in  refpeft  to 
Money,  or  the  Reputation  oi  our  Government,  the  French 
wid  gain  as  great  an  Afcendency  over  us,  as  we  then  had 
over  them. 
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endeavouring  to  reftore  a  Martial  Spirit,  by  the  Succefs 
of  their  Defigns  on  all  Sides ;  and  as  they  had  hitherto 
found  their  Conduct  molt  liable  to  be  attacked  on  the 
Subject  of  the  War  in  Spain ,  they  took  all  imaginable 
Care  to  iflue  very  early,  the  Sums  granted  for  that  Ser¬ 
vice,  which  amounted  to  about  a  Million  ;  but,  it  was 
Refolved,  fince  there  was  no  immediate  Occafion  for 
great  Fleets  in  the  Mediterranean ,  to  recall  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Whitaker ,  and  to  leave  Admiral  Baker ,  with  a 
fmall  Squadron  to  protect  the  Trade,  and  obey  the  Or¬ 
ders  of  King  Charles  III. r. 

MATTHEW  Aylmer ,  Efq;  Admiral  of  the  Fleet, 
being  in  the  Soundings  with  a  confiderable  Force,  faw  all 
the  feveral  Fleets  of  outward-bound  Merchant-men,  fafe 
into  the  Sea,  and  having  fent  them  forward  on  their  re- 
fpe&ive  Voyages,  upon  the  27  th  of  July,  he  remained 
cruizing  for  two  Days  afterwards,  about  fixty-eight 
Leagues  S.  W.  by  V/.  of  the  Lizard .  On  the  29th 
at  Noon,  he  difeovered  thirteen  Sail,  N.  E.  of  him. 

He 


r  As  I  have  been  hitherto  very  particular  in  relation  to  the 
War  in  Spain,  which  we  certainly  carried  on  with  great  Vigour, 
though  under  infinite  Difadvantages,  I  ihali  here  lay  before 
the  Reader  at  once,  the  feveral  Sums  granted  for  this  Service, 
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He  ordered  The  Kent,  AJJurance ,  and  to  chafe  a- 

head,  and  followed  with  the  reft  of  the  Ships  under  his 
Command  ;  but  the  Weather  proving  hazey,  he  could 
not  difeover  next  Morning  more  than  one  Merchant- 
fhip.  He  received  Advice,  however,  before  Noon,  that 
The  AJJiirance  had  made  Prize  of  one  of  the  Enemies 
VelTeJs,  upon  which  he  immediately  fent  his  Boat  to 
bring  the  Mafter  of  her  on  board  him  ;  which  was  accor¬ 
dingly  done s. 

This  Frenchman  informed  the  Admiral,  that  the 
Ships  he  had  feen  the  Day  before,  were  fourteen  Mer¬ 
chant-Men,  bound  for  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland ,  and 
Martinicoy  under  Convoy  of  The  Superbey  a  French  Man 
of  War  of  56  Guns,  and  The  Concord  of  30:  That  the 
former,  having  feen  them  into  the  Sea,  was  to  cruize  in 
the  Soundings y  and  the  latter  to  proceed  to  Guinea  ;  and 
that  on  their  perceiving  the  Englifo  Fleet,  The  Concord 
bore  away  with  the  Merchant-Men  under  her  Convoy. 
Soon  after  this  The  Kenty  commanded  by  Captain  Robert 
Johnfony  came  up  with,  and  engaged  The  Superbey  for 
the  Space  of  an  Hour,  when  fhe  llruck  ;  in  which 
Adtion,  the  faid  Captain  Johnfon  behaved  like  a  Gal¬ 
lant  Officer,  and  an  experienced  Seaman  ;  for,  as  he 
attacked  the  French  Ship  in  a  very  handfome  Manner, 
fo  was  (he  taken  by  him  without  any  Affiftance,  although 
flie  had  a  greater  Number  of  Men  than  The  Kent.  Both  of 
them  were  very  much  fluttered  in  the  Fight ;  but  fo  good 
a  Sailor  was  The  Superbey  that,  had  {he  not  been  three 
Months  oft  or  the  Ground,  fhe  would  in  all  probability 

have 
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the  Year  1710,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  &c. 
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have  efcaped.  This  Ship  had  taken  feveral  valuable 
Prizes  from  us  before,  and  our  Cruizes  had  often  chafed 
her  without  Succefs;  but  falling  thus  in  our  Pofleffion, 
file  was  regiftered  in  our  Navy,  being  very  beautiful, 
and  not  above  eighteen  Months  old  h 

Sir  Edward  Whitaker ,  was  at  Port -Mahon  with  his 
Squadron,  when  he  received  the  Order  before-mentioned, 
and  failing  from  thence  on  the  27th  of  March ,  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Li/bon  on  the  4th  of  April ,  with  three  Ships  of 
the  third  Rate,  where  he  made  fome  Stay,  in  order  to 
take  the  Homeward-bound  Merchant-men  under  his  Pro- 
teflion  ;  and  then  failing  on  the  29th  of  that  Month,  he 
arrived  fafely  on  the  firft  of  June  with  our  own,  and 
the  Dutch  and  Portugal  Fleet,  and  their  Convoys,  in 
our  Channel.  As  for  Vice-Admiral  Baker ,  having 
conduced  the  Tranfports  to  the  feveral  Ports  to  which 
they  were  bound,  he  in  his  return  to  Barcelona ,  got  Sight, 
off  the  Faro  of  MeJJina ,  of  four  large  Ships  with  feveral 
Settees,  under  their  Convoy  ;  this  was  on  the  2d  of  Mays 
and  he  chafed  them  with  all  the  Diligence  poffible.  The 
next  Morning,  Captain  Majlers ,  in  The  Famey  came 
up  with,  and  took  one  of  the  Ships,  and  foon  after  Cap¬ 
tain  Cleveland ,  in  The  Suffolk ,  took  another,  called  Le 
Galliard ,  of  56  Guns  ;  but  the  other  two,  which  were 
Galley’s,  efcaped,  with  moft  of  the  Settees.  The  Vice- 
Admiral,  having  feen  the  Tranfports  fife  into  Barcelona 5 
and  having  received  Advice,  that  Sir  John  Norris ,  with 
a  Squadron  under  his  Command,  was  at  Terragona ,  and 
that  he  was  come  to  Command  in  the  Mediterranean ? 

refoved  to  join  him  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  order  to 

execute 


t  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Burchet,  Burnet,  Sec. 
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execute  any  Orders  he  brought  with  him  from  England ; 
or  to  contribute  as  far  as  in  his  Power  lay,  to  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  King  Charles' s  Affairs,  which  were  now  in  a 
more  flouriihing  Condition  than  they  had  been  for  fome 
Years  pall.  We  will  now  take  Notice  of  Admiral  Nor¬ 
ris's  Inffrudions,  and  of  what,  in  purfuance  of  them, 

he  performed  during  the  Time  he  Commanded  in  thcfe 
Parts u. 

The  Grand  Fleet  defigned  for  this  Year’s  Service  in 
the  Mediterranean ,  fail’d  from  Plymouth  on  the  12th  of 
January ,  under  the  Command  of  Sir  John  Norris ,  who 
having  feen  The  Virginia ,  and  other  Merchant-men 
bound  to  the  JVeJi-lndies ,  fafe  into  the  Sea,  arrived  at 
Port'ivlahon  on  the  13th  of  Marchy  where  he  wTas  joined 
by  Sir  Eaward  J Vhitaker ,  and  a  Butch  Rear-Admiral* 
Immediately  after  his  Arrival,  he  detached  three  EngUJb 
and  two  Out co  Men  of  War,  with  the  Public  IMoney, 
Recruits,  and  Ammunition,  to  Barcelona ,  in  order  to 
receive  his  Catholick  Majelly's  Commands,  While  the 
Admiral  temained  here,  he  had  the  JMortifi cation  of 
hearing  that  two  of  out  Men  of  War  had  been  taken 
by  the  French  ;  with  this  alleviating  Circum fence,  how¬ 
ever,  that  both  Officers  and  Men  had  behaved  bravely, 
and  that  the  Misfortune  was  entirely  owing  to  a  Superior 
Force  Not  long  after,  he  received  more  welcome 

>  Intelligence, 


yurchet,  Com  pleat  Riflory  of  Europe,  for  the  Year  17 10.' 
Theie  two  ohips  were  f  he  Pembroke,  of  64  Guns  c  om¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Rumfey,  and  The  Faiilco*!  of  32  Guns 
commanded  by  Captain  Conitable  They  were  cruizin.  to 
the  Southward  ct  Nice,  when  on  the  29th  of  December,  Dev 
ifcovered  five  Sail  oi  Ships,  which  they  too*  to  oe  Part  of 
oir  ward  Whitaker’s  Squadron.  However  they  flood  towards 
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Intelligence,  viz.  that  two  of  our  Ships  had  taken  a 
French  Man  of  War  of  60  Guns,  call’d  The  Moor ,  a 
very  fine  Ship,  and  which  was  afterwards  regiftered  in  the 
Lift  of  our  Royal  Navy  *  After  making  the  neceffary 
Dhpofitions  for  the  many  Services  that  were  required  from 
the  Fleet,  Sir  John  failed  on  the  7th  of  April,  from  Port- 
Mahon,  and  arrived  on  the  nth  at  Barcelona.  There 
he  was  informed  by  the  King  of  Spain,  that  the  Enemy 
had  a  Defign,  either  upon  Sardinia  or  Naples ,  and  that 
the  Luke  de  Turfis ,  a  Genoeje  Nobleman,  who  com- 
manded  a  Fleet  of  Gallies  for  the  Service  of  King  Phi¬ 
lip*  was  at  Sea,  in  order  to  execute  this  Enterprize.  His 

Majelly 


them  ;  but  perceiving  they  had  French  Colours,  and  two  of 
them  handing  in  for  Antibes,  they  made  the  Signal  appointed 
by  Sir  Edward  Whitaker,  which  was  anfwered  by  the  Enemy, 
two  of  their  Ships  hoifted  Englith  Colours,  and  the  third  Dutch, 
and  immediately  bore  down  upon  them.  Our  Captains  were 
not,  however,  deceived,  but  Hood  on  their  Guard,  and  when 
they  difcovered  them  to  be  very  large  Ships,  made  all  the  Sail 
from  theiii  they  could;  but  they  having  a  brisk  Gale,  and  our 
Ships  but  little  Wind,  The  Touloufe  a  70  Gun  Ship,  came  up 
with  and  attacked  The  Pembroke,  and  in  lefs  than  half  an 
Flour  the  other  two,  one  carrying  66  Guns,  and  the  other 
50,  attacked  her  likewife,  and,  having  taken  her,  purfued, 
came  up  with,  and  took  The  Faulcon.  Captain  Rumfey  was 
killed  in  the  Engagement,  in  which  he  loft  140  Men,  her  Mi- 
zon-maft  was  brought  by  the  Board,  and  all  her  Rigging  torn 
to  Pieces  before  the  Officers  agreed  to  furrender.  Captain  Con- 
ftable,  in  The  Faulcon,  had  a  Shot  through  his  Shoulder,  and 
yet  he  never  hired  from  his  Poll,  cr  confented  to  ftrike  his  En- 
fign,  till  he  had  but  16  Sound  Men. 

x  This  Ship  was  an  excellent  Sailer,  and  had  done  a  great 
deal  of  Mifchief  to  our  Trade.  Captain  Thomas  Long  in  The 
Breda,  a  ilout  70  Gun  Ship  came  up  with  her,  abouc  forty 
Leagues  S.  W.  by  W.  of  Cape  Roxent,  and  in  a  ffiort  and  brifk 
Difpute,  her  Commander  was  killed.  Soon  after  The  War- 
fpight.  Captain  Jofias  Crow,  came  under  her  Quarter,  and  was 
ready  to  lay  her  on  board  ;  and  then  {he  ftruck. 
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Majefty/  likewife  informed  him,  that  he  was  in  great 
want  of  the  German  Succours,  that  were  promifed  him 
from  Italy .  The  Admiral  refolved  to  do  his  belt  to¬ 
wards  anfwering  both  the  Demands  of  his  Catholick 
Majefty,  and  having  firft  landed  the  Vice-Roy  in  Sar¬ 
dinia,  where  he  found  all  Things  quiet,  he  proceeded  to 
the  Coaft  of  Italy ,  in  order  to  embark  the  Succours  be¬ 
fore-mentioned.  On  the  6th  of  May>  Sir  John  Norris 
arrived  at  Leghorn ,  and  having  there  provided  for  the 
Security  of  our  Levant  Trade,  which  was  much  dif- 
turbed  by  Moniieur  de  U Aigte ;  he  failed  from  thence 
to  Vado  Bay ,  where,  while  the  Germans  were  embark¬ 
ing,  he  had  Intelligence,  that  the  Italian  Gallies  had 
actually  taken  on  board  2000  Men,  in  order  to  make  a 
Defcent  on  the  Iiland  of  Sardinia y. 

Upon  this,  Sir  John  Norris  called  a  Council  of  War, 
and  in  purfuance  of  the  Refolutions  there  taken,  he  on 
the  firft  of  June ,  detached  four  Aden  of  War  to  convoy 
the  Tranfports  to  Barcelona ;  he  likewife  detached  five 
Englijh ,  and  four  Dutch  Men  of  War,  to  cruize  in  the 
Heigth  of  Toulon ,  for  a  Convoy  which  the  French  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  Levant.  The  fame  Day  he  failed  with 
the.  reft  of  the  Confederate  F  leet,  with  two  Imperial 
Regiments,  to  go  to  tne  Affi dance  of  Sardinia^  upon 
certain  Advice,  that  the  Duke  de  Turjis  was  failed  with 
his  Gallies,  and  fome  Land-Forces  to  invade  that  Iiland. 
The  2d,  they  came  before  La  Bajlida  in  Corfica ,  and 
law  a  little  French  Merchant-Ship  coming  from  the  Archi¬ 
pelago  ,  which,  upon  the  Approach  of  our  Fleet,  retired 

under 


y  Burchet,  Ccmpleat  Hiftory  of  Europe,  1710,  Annals  of 
Queen  Anne. 


t1'  i  1 


I  -I 


y 


i44  NAVAL  HJSTOR  1 

under  the  Cannon  of  that  Place  \  but  Admiral  Norris 
*ent  fome  Boats  which  brought  away  the  Ship,  but  the 
Men  made  their  Efcape  on  Shore.  A  Bark  coming  from 
the  Shore,  brought  the  Admiral  Advice,  that  the  Duke 
de  Turjis  having  continue^  fome  Days  at  Porto  Vecchioy 
wras  failed  to  Bonafacio ,  with  a  Defign  to  execute  his 
intended  Enterprize  againft  Sardinia ;  whereupon,  they 
failed  again  on  the  5th,  came  into  the  Bay  of  Terra 
A  ova ,  in  Sardinia ,  wherein  they  found  four  Tartanes 
of  the  Enemy,  which  had  landed  there  400  Men,  and 
60  Officers,  under  the  Command  of  the  Count  de  Caf- 
tiilo .  They  took  the  fame  Day  in  the  Evening,  thofe 
four  Ships,  and  undemanding  by  the  Prifoners,  that  the 
Count,  with  his  Forces,  was  but  two  Miles  off  that 
Shore,  the  Admirals  refolved  to  land  fome  Forces  to  at¬ 
tack  them  ;  which  was  done  the  next  Day.  They 
marched  diredlly  to  Terra  Nova ,  where  the  Enemy 
were  polled ;  but  the  Count  de  Cajlillo ,  feeing  it  was  in 
vain  for  him  to  offer  any  Refinance,  furrendered  at  Dif- 
cretion  3  fo  that  they  took  450  Soldiers  Prifoncrs,  with 
63  Officers,  and  feveral  Perfons  of  Quality,  Natives  of 
Sardinia ;  who,  being  difaffecled  to  the  prefent  Go¬ 
vernment,  had  joined  the  Enemy,  or  had  gone  with 
Count  de  Cajlillo  in  this  Expedition,  in  hopes  that  their 
Interell  would  occafion  an  Infurredlion  in  Favour  of  the 
Duke  of  Anjou  z. 

Their  Enterprize  having  fucceeded  beyond  Expec¬ 
tation,  and  there  being  no  Danger  of  any  Rebellion  on 
that  Side,  the  Troops  returned  on  board,  the  7th,  and 
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the  Admirals  refolded  to  go  in  queft  of  the  Duke  de 
Turfs,  who,  according  to  the  Report  of  the  Prifoners, 
was  gone  into  another  Gulph,  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
lil and,  to  land  the  reft  of  his  Forces.  On  the  8th, 
they  came,  by  flavour  of  a  frefh  Gale,  into  the  Canal 
of  Bonifacio ,  where  they  were  informed  by  a  Neopolitan 
Felucca,  that  the  Duke  de  Turfis  was  failed  the  Night 
before  from  thence,  to  retire  into  the  Guiph  of  TJjazzo 
in  Corfica  ;  whereupon,  they  made  all  the  Sail  they 
could,  in  hopes  to  overtake  him  in  that  Ray  5  but  in  the 
Morning,  of  the  9 'h,  when  they  came  into  the  fame, 
they  were  informed  that  the  Duke  de  Turfs,  forefeeing 
they  would  purfue  him,  was  tailed  thence  the  Night  be¬ 
fore,  with  his  Gallies,  having  left  in  this  Gulph,  eight 
large  Barks,  with  500  Soldiers  on  board,  and  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  his  Ammunition,  Artillery,  and  Provilions, 
in  hopes  that  they  would  not  take  them  in  a  Neutral 
Place.  But  Sir  John  Norris  thought  fit  to  feize  them, 
and  fignified  to  the  Republic  of  G$noa ,  that  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain  his  Miftrefs,  could  not  but  exprefs  on 
all  Occafions  the  higheft  Refentment  againft  them,  for 
having  permitted  the  Duke  de  Turfs ,  one  of  their  Sub¬ 
jects,  to  make,  in  their  Dominions,  fuch  an  Armament 
defigned  againft  one  of  the  Kingdoms  belonging  to  the 
King  of  Spain  her  Ally  ;  and  that,  looking  upon  their 
Permiflion,  or  Connivance,  as  a  Breach  of  their  Ncu~ 
trahty,  he  would  attack  the  Queen’s  Enemies  in  all  their 
Harbours.  The  Genoefe  Governor,  to  whom  thefc  Re-* 
prefentations  were  made,  anfwered  with  much  Submit 
lion ;  promifed  that  he  would  not  fupply  the  Duke  de 
Turfs,  or  any  that  belonged  to  him,  with  Provifions  * 

and  moll  earneftly  requefted,  that  the  Admiral  would 
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not  land  any  Troops  upon  the  Ifland.  The  Admiral  ha¬ 
ving  confidered  his  Requeft,  and  being  fenfible  that  it 
Would  be  to  very  little  or  no  purpofe  to  attempt  follow¬ 
ing  the  Enemy  into  the  Mountains,  thought  proper  to 
grant  it,  and  thereupon  proceeded  immediately  for  Bar¬ 
celona,  where  he  arrived  on  the  1 8th  of  June ;  and,  the 
King  of  Spain  defiring  that  Part  of  the  Troops  might 
be  landed  in  Valencia ,  and  that  the  Fleet  might  be 
as  foon  as  pofilble  at  Terragona ,  it  wras  refolved  to  fail 
thither  diredlly,  and  to  leave  Orders  for  Vice-Admiral 

Baker  to  follow;  which  Orders,  as  I  have  already  {hewn, 
he  obeyed  a. 

The  Inhabitants  on  the  Cevenes  having  given  the 
King  of  France  a  great  deal  of  Difturbance,  and  having 
Numbers  of  their  Countrymen  in  foreign  Service,  it 
was  propofed  to  the  Briti/h  Miniflry,  that,  notwith- 
flanding  the  Mifcarriage  of  former  Attempts,  fcmething 
Ihould  be  again  Undertaken  in  their  Favour ;  and  to  en¬ 
force  this  Advice,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  Camifars, 
then  in  Arms,  were  within  fifteen  Leagues  of  Mont¬ 
pellier,  and  that  it  was  poflible  to  land  our  Troops  at 
Port  Cette,  within  a  fingle  League  of  that  City.  Upon 
this,  the  Miniflry  themfelves,  conceiving  fuch  an  Expe¬ 
dition  might  difconcert  the  Enemies  Defigns  in  Spain ,  / 
or  at  lead  facilitate  King  Charles’s  Enterprizes  in  Cata¬ 
lonia,  refolved  to  fend  a  Gentleman  to  Spain,  throughly 
inftrudted  as  to  the  whole  of  this  Affair,  with  Orders  to 
propofe  it  to  General  Stanhope ,  and  Sir  John  FI  orris, 
upon  whofe  Approbation,  and  the  Confent  of  the  King 
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of  Spain,  the  Defign  was  to  be  immediately  put  in  Exe¬ 
cution,  by  the  Fleet  then  on  the  Coaft  of  Catalonia .  It 
muff  be  allowed,  that  this  Projedt  was  very  well  formed, 
and  according  to  the  bell  Informations  that  I  have  been 
/  able  to  obtain,  it  our  Troops  had  actually  fixed  them- 
felves  for  three  Days  at  Cette ,  we  might,  with  the  Af- 
liftance  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  have  given  the  French 
King  more  Trouble,  than  he  had  ever  met  with  from 
any  of  our  Projects  during  the  War.  For  his  own  Sub¬ 
jects,  then  in  Arms  againit  him,  were  a  bold,  daring, 
hardy  People,  and  with  a  very  little  Encouragement 
from  us,  would  have  formed  an  Army  of  20  or  30000 
Men,  to  whom  all  the  French  Exiles,  in  every  Part  of 
Europe ,  would  have  reforted;  and,  as  among  them 
there  were  many  experienced  Officers,  it  is  not  eafy  to 

conceive,  what  Confequences  this  Affair  might  have 
had  b. 

On  the  Arrival  of  this  Gentleman  from  England , 
General  Stanhope ,  who  was  a  very  enterprizing  Officer, 
eagerly  embraced  the  Scheme,  and  prevailed  upon  King 
Charles ,  to  permit  a  Body  of  Troops,  though  indeed  it 
was  but  a  very  fmall  one,  to  embark  on  board  the  Fleet* 
This  Refolution  being  taken,  was  communicated  to  Sir 
John  Norris ,  who,  on  the  6th  of  July ,  held  a  great 
Council  of  War,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  to  fend  an 
Exprefs  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  and  to  embark  the  Forces 
immediately,  that  an  Affair  of  fiich  Importance  might 
not  fuffer  by  delay.  The  Command  of  thefe  Troops, 
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which  confided  of  no  more  than  of  the  Regiment  of  Co¬ 
lonel  Stanhope ,  and  300  Men  from  Port- Mahon ,  were 
commanded  by  Major-General  Seijfan ,  a  Native  of 
Languedoc ,  and  a  very  good  Officer.  The  Fleet  failed 
from  Barcelona  on  the  9th,  and  arrived  before  Cette  on 
the  13th.  The  next  Morning,  by  break  of  Day,  the 
Troops,  which  were  but  700  Men,  and  who^had  land¬ 
ed  the  Evening  before,  without  any  Oppofition,  march¬ 
ed  dire&ly  towards  the  Town.  Sir  John  Norris  ap¬ 
pointed  fome  Ships  to  batter  the  Fort  at  the  Mole-head, 
upon  which  the  Inhabitants  retired  to  the  Church,  and 
foon  after,  both  Town  and  Fort  furrendered ;  as  in  the 
Evening  of  the  next  Day,  did  the  Town  of  Agde ;  fo 
that  now  we  had  firm  footing  in  the  Enemy’s  Country: 
and  this  Expedition  had  a  more  promifing  Appearance 
than  any  that  had  hitherto  been  undertaken  againfl: 
France \  our  only  Misfortune  was,  that  there  were  fo  few 

Men  fpared  for  fo  important  a  Defign  c. 

* 

On  the  17th,  Major-General  Seijfan  received  Advice, 
that  the  Duke  of  Roquelaure  was  advancing  with  400 
Dragoons,  and  4000  Militia,  to  ford  the  Lake,  and  re- 
poffiefs  Cette  ;  jupon  which,  the  Major-General  thought 
proper  to  leave  140  Men  to  fecure  the  Bridge  of  Agde>  and 
marched  with  the  reft  of  the  Forces,  to  oppofe  the  Enemy ; 
writing  at  the  fame  time  to  the  Admirals  Norris  and  Som - 
melsdyke ,  to  defire  them  to  fend  all  the  Boats  of  the  Fleet, 
with  as  many  Men  as  they  could  fpare,  into  the  Etang , 
or  Lake ,  to  attack  the  Enemy  in  their  PaiTage  through 
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the  fame ;  which  was  done  accordingly.  The  Duke  of 
Roquelaure ,  feeing  his  Defigns  prevented  by  thefe  Pre¬ 
cautions,  returned  to  Meze ,  and  the  Admirals  and  Ge¬ 
neral  detached  a  Major,  with  150  Men,  to  reinforce  the 
Detachment  left  to  fecure  the  Bridge  of  Agde ;  but,  at 
the  fame  Time,  Advice  came,  that  that  important 
Poll  had  been  abandoned  upon  a  falfe  Alarm.  Never- 
thelefs,  it  was  refolved  to  prevent  the  Enemy,  and  fo 
return  to  Agde  with  Shallops  by  Sea,  in  order  to  regain 
that  Poll ;  but  the  very  Moment  that  this  was  going  to 
be  executed,  a  ftrong  Wind  happened  to  come  quite 
contrary,  which  obliged  them  to  abandon  that  Defign, 
and  take  Care  to  fecure  Cette.  In  fliort,  the  Duke  de 
Noailles  arrived  at  Agde,  the  fame  Day  that  they  were  to 
return  thither.  They  began  then,  to  think  of  the  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Mountain  of  Cette ,  and  polled  there  the 
few  Troops  they  had,  in  the  Vineyards,  furrounded  with 
a  flight  Wall  ;  but  with  Orders  to  retire  before  the  Ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Enemy.  The  Officer,  who  commanded 
fifty  Men,  did  not  rightly  apprehend  this  Order,  or  elfe 
he  was  furprized  ;  for  fcarce  had  fifty  French  Dragoons  ' 
fired  upon  our  Men,  but  they  furrendered  to  them  at 
Difcretion.  The  other  Troops  retired  in  Diforder, 
though  the  neceflary  Difpofitions  had  been  made  to  fup- 
port  them  in  their  Retreat,  and  the  feveral  Officers  did 
all  that  could  be  expedled  from  their  Courage  and  Ex¬ 
perience  to  rally  the  Troops.  While  thefe  were  re-em¬ 
barking,  the  17th,  a  Captain  was  left  in  the  Fort,  with 
fifty  Men  to  guard  the  fame.  It  was  not  acceflable,  but 
on  the  Side  of  the  Mole,  and  was  defended  by  two  Pieces 
of  Cannon  in  the  Place  that  leads  to  it ;  and  befides,  the 
Enemy  had  no  Boats.  The  Shallops  were  juft  by  the 
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Fort  the  whole  Morning;  but  Admiral  Norris  was  no 
i’ooner  put  off  to  go  on  board  his  Ship,  but  the  Enemy 
fent  Word  to  the  Captain,  that,  if  he  would  not  furren- 
der  the  Fort,  he  mult  expert  no  Quarter.  Whereupon 
the  Officer  let  down  the  Bridge,  and  furrendered  at  Dif- 
cretion,  even  before  the  Troops  were  re-embarked.  The 
Duke  de  Roquelaure  fent  them  back  the  Captain  who 
had  fo  ill  defended  the  Fort,  in  Exchange  for  a  Burgher 
who  had  been  releafed  before;  but  the  Captain  was  fet 
a-fhcre  again,  and  told,  that,  lince  he  had  been  fo  Com- 
plaifant  to  M,  de  Roquelaure ,  as  to  deliver  up  the  Fort 
to  him,  it  was  but  reafonable  he  fhould  be  near  the 
Duke’s  Perfon,  and  treated  according  to  his  Merit d. 

Thus  ended  an  Expedition,  from  which  much  was 
expedted,  and  which  had  no  other  good  Effedl,  except 
obliging  the  Enemy  to  recall  a  confiderable  Body  of 
their  Troops  from  RcuJJillon ,  in  which  the  Duke  de 

Noailles 


d  Father  Daniel  gives  us  a  very  pompous  Account  of  this 
Buflnefs :  the  Allies,  fays  he,  appeared  before  Port  de  Cette, 
with  twenty-five  Men  of  War,  and  immediately  made  them- 
felves  Mailers  of  the  Place.  The  Duke  de  Roquelaure,  who 
commanded  in  Languedoc,  had  but  three  Troops  of  Horfe, 
and  therefore  he  lent  immediately  to  the  Duke  de  Noailles 
for  Afiiltance,  who,  in  the  Space  of  three  Days,  brought  900 
Horfe,  and  1000  Granadiers  into  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Agde ;  from  whence  they  forced  the  Enemy  to  retire  immedi¬ 
ately,  with  the  Lofs  of  three  or  four  hundred  Men.  He  con- 
feffes,  however,  that  it  was  an  Affair  of  great  Confequence, 
fmce,  if  the  Englilh  had  become  Mailers  of  that  Port,  they 
would  have  been  able  to  fupport  the  Rebels  in  France, 
which  mull  have  brought  the  greatelt  Miferies  upon  that  King¬ 
dom.  The  moll  extraordinary  Thing  he  tells  us,  is,  that  the 
French  loll  only  one  Granadier,  and  a  few  Horfes  :  but  even 
this  was  too  much  for  other  French  Writers  to  own,  and  there* 
fore,  they  leave  out  the  Horfes,  and  tell  us,  that  the  Grana¬ 
dier  killed  himfelf,  his  Piece  going  off  as  it  was  flung  at  his 
Back. 
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'Noailles  made  a  very  remarkable  March,  of  which  the 
French  have  boaFed  exceffively.  Sir  John  Norris  having 
re-embarked  the  Forces,  faded  on  the  19th,  2nd  fhewed 
himfelf  off  Toulon  and  Marfailles  ;  fome  Days  after,  he 
Food  into  the  Road  of  Hierres ,  where  he  difcovered  a 
Trench  Fly-Boat,  carrying  fifty  Guns,  under  three  Forts, 
upon  the  Ifiand  of  Port  Croix  ;  upon  which,  he  inFanU 
Jy  detached  fome  EngUJJo  and  Dutch  Frigates,  under  the 
Command  of  Captain  Stepney ,  to  attack  both  the  Ship 
and  the  Fortreffes.  This  was  performed  with  great  Vigour, 
and  in  a  fhort  Time  the  Ship  was  abandoned,  and  vthe 
loweF  of  the  three  Forts  ;  upon  which,  our  Boats  row¬ 
ed  haFily  to  board  the  Veffel,  into  which  our  Men  had 
fcarce  entered,  before  the  Ship,  by  a  Train  laid  for  that 
Purpofe  by  the  Enemy,  was  blown  up,  and  thirty- 
five  of  our  People  either  killed  or  wounded.  This  Mif- 
fortune  was  foon  followed  by  another ;  for,  while  our 
Ships  that  were  cruizing  off  Toulon ,  being  diFreffed  for 
Water,  failed  to  an  adjacent  Illand  for  a  Supply,  a 
great  Corn  Fleet,  for  which  they  were  waiting,  took 
that  Opportunity  to  enter  the  Port  of  Toulon .  On  the 
14th  of  Augujl ,  Sir  John  Norris  returned  to  Port-Ma - 
bon ,  where  he  received  the  welcome  News  of  the  great 
Victory  of  Sarrogoja .  He  then  expected  to  have  failed 
on  an  Expedition  for  theJService  of  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jeFy  ;  but  was  difappointed,  partly  through  fome  Delay 
made  by  the  Troops  in  embarking,  and  partly  by  the 
HaFe  the  Dutch  wrere  in  to  return  Home ;  fo  that,  find¬ 
ing  it  impracticable  to  do  any  further  Service  for  the 
prefent,  he  ordered  moF  of  his  Ships  to  be  cleaned ; 
which  being  performed,  he  failed  on  the  30th  of  October 
from  Port- Mahon ,  and  on  the  6th  of  November  he  took 
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three  French  Ships  from  Newfoundland .  After  this,  he 
fe cured  the  Turkey-Y  leet,  and  then  attempted  to  annoy 
the  Enemy  in  the  Bay  of  Rofes,  where  he  met  with 
filch  a  Storm,  as  forced  The  Refolution  on  Shore,  on  the 
Coaft  of  Barcelona ,  where  fhe  was  loft,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  imaginable  Care  to  prevent  it,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Fleet  was  forced  into  the  Harbour  of  Port-Mahon  e. 

FI  is  Catholick  Majefty’s  Affairs  had  now  taken  a  new 
ana  unfavourable  Turn,  and  therefore,  his  Majefty  wrote 
In  very  preffing  Terms  to  Sir  John  Norris ,  in  order  to 
engage  him  to  fail  over  to  the  Italian  Coaft,  to  bring, 
with  the  utmoft  Expedition,  fuch  Troops  as  could 
be  fpared  from  thence,  for  his  Service.  Sir  John  failed 
from  Barcelona ,  and  arrived  on  the  19th  of  March  in 
the  Bay  01  P  -  do ;  on  the  22d  following,  The  Severne , 
Lion  and  Lime ,  made  the  Signal  of  feeing  four  Ships  ; 
upon  whicn,  tne  Admiral  ordered  The  NaJJau  and  Exeter 
to  give  them  Chace,  and  upon  hearing  a  great  firing  of 
Guns,  aetached  The  Dartmouth  and  TTinchelfea  to  their 
Afliftance.  On  the  27th,  The  Severne  and  Lime  came 
into  the  Road,  and  Captain  Pudner ,  who  commanded 
the  former,  gave  Sir  John  Norris  an  Account,  that  in 
Conjunction  with  The  Lion  and  Lime ,  he  had,  the  Day 
before,  engaged  four  French  Ships,  from  fixty  to  forty 
Guns,  for  above  two  Hours,  and  then  the  French  croud- 
ed  all  the  Sail  they  could,  and  made  away;  The  Severne 
being  difabled,  returned  with  The  Lime ,  into  Vado-Roadi 
but  Captain  Galfridus  Walpole ,  that  commanded  The 
Lion ,  continued  the  Chace,  though  he  had  his  Right 
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Arm  fhot  away,  about  forty  Men  killed  and  wounded, 
and  his  Ship  much  torn  by  the  Enemy’^  Shot.  The 
Exeter ,  commanded  by  Captain  Raymond ,  came  up 
with  one  of  the  French-men ,  and  after  a  brifk  Engage¬ 
ment  of  above  two  Hours,  took  her  ;  but  he  was  fo  dis¬ 
abled,  that  he  was  forced  to  let  her  go  again.  She 
proved  to  be  The  Pembroke ,  which  had  been  taken  from 
us  a  Year  before,  was,  while  in  our  Service,  a  fixty 
Gun  Ship;  but  at  this  Time,  fhe  mounted  no  more 
than  fifty.  Sir  John  having  given  the  neceilary  Direc¬ 
tions  for  embarking  the  Troops  on  board  an  hundred 
and  twenty  Tranfports,  in  order  to  efcort  them  to  Bar¬ 
celona ,  received  Advice,  while  he  was  waiting  for  a 
Wind,  that  Sir  John  Jennings  was  arrived  at  Port-Ma - 
hon ,  in  order  to  command  in  the  Mediterranean.  We 
have  already,  contrary  to  our  ufual  Method,  carried  this 
Part  of  the  Hiftory  beyond  the  Bounds  of  the  Year 
17 10,  which  was  occafioned  by  a  Defire  of  prefer ving 
Perfpicuity,  which  could  not  otherwife  have  been  fo 
well  done;  and,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  we  (hall  proceed 
with  Sir  John  Norris' s  Condud,  though  it  will  carry  us 
almoft  to  the  Clofe  of  the  Year  17 11 :  which,  however, 
is  better  than  breaking  the  Thread  of  the  Narration,  to 
refume  it  again  at  a  great  Diftance  of  Time  ;  and  this 
too,  when  all  that  can  be  faid  about  it,  will  fall  within 
a  very  narrow  Compafs f. 

He  failed  from  Vado  for  Port- Mahon,  in  April ;  but 
was  forced  by  a  Storm  into  the  Road  of  Arafio ,  where, 
with  great  Difficulty,  he  procured  Forrage  for  the  Horfes, 
and  where  he  lay  Wind-bound  till  the  4th  of  May,  and 

then 
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then  proceeded  to  Barcelona ,  arrrived  there,  and  landed 
the  7  roops  on  the  8th,  where,  having  confuJted  with 
the  Duke  of  Argyll,  and  taken  Care  to  fend  a  ftrong 
Squadron  to  Genoa  for  the  Public  Money,,  he  thought 
next  of  proceeding  Home  with  the  Turkey  Trade ;  and 
with  that  View,  ordered  Captain  Cornwall  to  efcort 
them  to  Gibi  altar ,  or  Lifbon ,  and  there  wait  for  his  Ar¬ 
rival.  This  being  pel  formed,  he  followed  them  as 
loon  as  the  King  of  Spain’s  Affairs  would  permit  ,  and 
failing  with  them  under  his  Convoy  from  Lifbon  on  the 
15  th  of  September ,  he  arrived  with  them  off*  the  JJle  of 
Wight  the  8th  of  October ,  17 11,  with  four  Ships  of  the 
third  Rate,  feven  of  the  Fourth,  three  of  the  Fifth,  two 
Bomb-Veflels,  two  Store-Ships,  and  an  Hofpital-Ship  $ 
and  from  thence  held  on  his  Courfe  to  the  Downs ,  leav¬ 
ing  the  Command  of  the  Fleet  that  continued  in  the 
Mediterranean ,  to  Sir  John  Jennings ,  of  whofe  Pro¬ 
ceedings  we  fhall  fpeak  in  their  proper  Place ;  but,  at 
prefent,  it  is  requiiite  that  we  fhould  give  an  Account, 
as  we  promifed,  of  the  Expedition  fet  on  Foot  for  re- 
ltoring  our  Affairs  in  Newfoundland 

The  Check  we  had  received  the  Year  before,  had 
given  the  Miniftry  great  Difquiet.  They  found  them- 
felves  at  this  Juncture,  in  a  very  ticklifh  Situation,  and 
were,  therefore,  under  a  kind  of  Neceffity  of  provid¬ 
ing  againft  any  new  Clamours,  which  they  were  fen- 
fible  would  be  fet  up,  in  cafe  the  French  were  not  ef¬ 
fectually  rooted  out  in  a  Place  which  fo  nearly  affefted 

our 
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our  Merchants,  and  upon  which,  their  Commerce  with 
Spain ,  Portugal ,  and  Italy  y  fo  much  depended.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  provide  in  the  heft  Manner  poffible 
for  fo  important  an  Undertaking,  they  made  Choice  of 
two  Officers  of  great  Worth  and  Experience,  one  to 
command  the  Squadron,  the  other  the  Land-Forces  that 
were  to  be  put  on  board  it.  The  former  of  thefe,  was 
Captain  George  Martin ,  and  the  latter.  Colonel  Francis 
' Nicholfon ,  who  was  fent  to  Bojlon ,  in  New -England, 
in  order  to  provide  every  Thing  neceffiary  for  the  Ex¬ 
pedition,  and  to  draw  together  luch  Forces  as  could  be 
fparedfrom  that  Colony,  fo,  as  that  they  might  be  able 
to  embark  as  foon  as  the  Squadron  fhould  arrive.  This 
Squadron  confifted  of  The  Dragon ,  a  fifty  Gun  Ship, 
commanded  by  Captain  George  Martin ;  The  Falmouth , 
of  fifty  Guns,  by  Captain  Walter  Rydell ;  The  Leoftaff^ 
of  thirty-two  Guns,  by  Captain  George  Gordon ;  The 
Feverjha?n ,  of  thirty-fix  Guns,  by  Captain  Robert  PaJlony 
and  The  Star  Bomb-Ketch,  by  Captain  Thomas  Roch- 
fort ;  to  which,  was  afterwards  added,  Fhe  Chejler ,  a  fifty 
Gun  Ship,  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Matthews # 
Captain  Martin  arriving  in  New-Englandy  found  all 
Things  properly  adjufted  for  the  Execution  of  this  En- 
terprize  againft  the  French  Settlement,  without  Delay  ; 
in  Confequence  of  which,  he  proceeded  from  Nantajket- 
Road  the  1 8th  of  September ,  with  The  Dragon ,  Fal¬ 
mouth^  Leoftajf^  Feverjham ,  and  Star  Bomb-VefTel,  The 
Provence  Gaily,  two  Hofpital-Ships,  thirty-one  Tranf- 
ports,  and  two  Thoufand  Land-Forces,  having  fent  The 
Chejler  before,  to  endeavour  to  intercept  any  Supplies 
which  the  Enemy  might  attempt  to  fend  to  Port-Royal ; 
and  on  the  24th  in  the  Afternoon,  he  anchored  at  the 
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in  trance  of  the  Harbour.  A  Council  of  War  was  called, 
and,  purfuant  to  what  was  agreed,  the  fmall  Embarka¬ 
tions  and  Boats  were  gotten  ready  to  receive  the  Men, 
and  put  them  on  Shore  h. 

T.  rings  oeing  in  this  Situation,  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
iember,  about  6  in  the  Morning,  Colonel  Vetch,  and 
Colonel  Reading ,  with  fifty  Men  each,  together  with 
Mr.  Forbes,  the  Engineer,  went  on  Shore  to  view  the 
Ground  for  landing  the  Troops 5  and  foon  after  Co¬ 
lonel  Nicholfon  himfelf,  with  a  Body  of  Men  actually 
landed ;  the  Enemy  firing  at  the  Boats  in  which  they 
were,  from  their  Cannon,  and  Mortars,  but  with  no 
great  Success,  Colonel  Vetch,  with  five  hundred  on  the 
North-fide,  fo  lined  the  Shore  as  that  he  protefted  the 
Landing  of  the  Cannon,  Ammunition  and  Stores,  and 
the  Mortar  being  fixed  on  board  the  Bomb-Veflel,  (he 
driving  up  with  the  Tide  of  Flood,  within  Cannon-Shot 
of  the  Fort,  both  that  Day  and  the  next,  bombarded  the 
Enemy  therein,  which  did  in  a  great  Meafure  induce 
tnem  to  capitulate,  fooner  than  otherwiie  they  would 
have  done;  Not  but  that  they  were  very  much  galled 

in 


^  This  expedition,  which  was  one  of  the  mo/1  fortunate 
that  we  had  undertaken  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  owed  its 
Succefs  in  a  great  Meafure  to  the  Conduft  of  Colonel  Francis 
Nicholfon,  who  maintained  a  perfect  Agreement  with  Commo¬ 
dore  Martin,  and  the  reft  of  the  Seal  Officers,  who,  on  their  Part, 
omitted  nothing  that  was  demanded  for  the  ufe  of  the  Troops, 
and  fupported  them  very  cordially  upon  all  Occafions,  with 
their  Suats  and  Men.  Another  Thing  that  contributed  not  a 
little  to  this  happy  Event,  was,  the  Troops  who  being  feafoned 
were  lent  upon  this  Expedition,  and  having  Officers  well  ac¬ 
quainted,  not  only  with  their  Duty,  but  with  the  Climate, 
and  Situation  of  Places  ;  which  in  Affairs  of  this  Nature^  are 
Circumftances  of  the  utmoft  Confequence, 
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in  the  Attempts  made  on  them,  and  the  warm  Fire 
from  the  Artillery  on  Shore ;  but  the  28th,  29th,  and 
30th,  the  Bomb-Veflel  was  not  able  to  throw  any  Shells* 
by  reafon  of  the  hard  Gales  of  Wind.  At  a  Council 
of  War,  held  on  the  firft  of  Ottober^  two  Letters,  which 
were  received  from  Monlieur  Subercafe ,  directed  to  CoL 
Nicholfon ,  were  taken  into  Consideration,  together  with 
the  Anfwers,  which  he  had  made  thereunto ;  and  the 
Preliminaries  being  agreed  on ,  the  Governor  marching 
out  of  the  Fort,  with  the  Garrifon*  1 * 3 4 5 6 * * * 10 ;  our  Troops  took 

Pofleffion 


1  This  Capitulation,  is  worth  the  Reader’s  Notice,  in  as 
much  as  it  contains  the  Terms  upon  which  we  were  put  in 
Polfeffion  of  the  Province  of  Accadia,  as  the  French  call  it* 
or,  as  we  ftyle  it,  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  Articles 
were, 

1 .  That  the  Garrifon  Ihall  march  out  with  their  Arms  and 
Baggage,  Drums  beating,  and  Colours  flying. 

z.  That  there  (hall  be  a  fufhcient  Number  of  Ships  and  Pro- 
vifions  to  tranfport  the  Paid  Garrifon  to  Roche],  or  Rockford* 
by  the  fhorteft  Paffage ;  where  they  (hall  be  furnifned  with  Pal1 
ports  for  their  Return. 

3.  That  V  may  take  out  fix  Guns,  and  two  Mortars,  fuck 
as  I  Ihall  think  fit. 

4.  That  tne  Officers  Ihall  cairy  out  all  their  EfFe&s  of  what 
Sort  foever  ;  except  they  do  agree  to  the  felling  of  them,  the 

Payment  of  which  to  be  Dona  fide. 

"  .  .  .  ^  • 

5.  inat  the  Inhabitants,  within  Cannorr-Shot  of  the  Fort 
of  Port-Royal,  ihall  remain  upon  their  Eftates,  with  their 
Corn,  Cattle  and  Furniture,  during  two  Years,  in  cafe  they 
are  not  defirous  to  go  before:  They  taking  the  Oaths  of  Alle¬ 
giance  and  Fidelity  to  Her  Sacred  Majefty  of  Great -Britain. 

6.  I  hat  a  Velfel  be  provided  for  the  Privateers  belonging 
to  tae  I  Hands  of  America,  lor  their  Franfportation  thither. 

7-  I  hat  thofe  that  are  deiirous  to  go  for  Placentia,  in  New¬ 
foundland,  Ihall  have  Leave  by  the  nearelt  Pafiage. 

8.,  I  hat  the  Canadians,  or  thole  that  are  ddlirous  to  go 
t hither,  may,  during  the  Space  of  one  Year. 

9*  That  the  EfFe&s,  Ornaments,  Utenfils  of  the  Chappel, 
and  Holpital,  Ihall  be  delivered  to  the  Almoner. 

10.  I 
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Pofieflion  of  it  foon  after,  with  Drums  beating,  and 
Colours  flying ;  where  hoilling  the  Union  Flag,  they, 
in  Honour  of  her  Majefty,  called  the  Place  Annapolis - 
Royal-,  and  a  fufficient  Number  of  Men  being  left  there¬ 
in,  the  Ships  and  Troops  proceeded  to  New- England^ 
as  foon  as  all  Things  neceifary  were  fettled  m9  from 
whence.  Captain  Martin  departed,  not  long  after,  in 
order  to  put  in  Execution  the  remaining  Part  of  his  In- 
ftru&ions  for  his  Return  to  England . 

These  were  not  all  the  Misfortunes  that  befell  the 
French  in  this  part  of  the  World,  for  our  Men  of  War 
and  Privateers,  took  this  Year,  near  50  of  their  Ships. 

The 


10.  I  promife  to  deliver  the  Fort  of  Port- Royal  into  the 
Hands  of  Francis  Nicholfon,  Efq;  for  the  Queen  of  Great- 
Britain,  &c.  within  three  Days  after  the  Ratification  of  this 
prefent  Treaty  ;  with  all  the  Effe&s  belonging  to  the  King,  as 
Guns,  Mortars,  Bombs,  Balls,  Powder,  and  all  other  fmali 
.Arms. 

1 1 .  I  will  difcover,  upon  my  Faith,  all  the  Mines,  Fougafles, 

and  Cafemates. 

12.  All  the  Articles  of  this  prefent  Treaty  {hall  be  executed 
upon  good  Faith,  without  Difficulty,  and  figned  by  each  other 
at  her  Majefty  of  Great-Britain’s  Camp,  before  Port-Royal- 
Fort,  the  2d  Day  of  October,  in  the  9th  Year  of  Her  Majefty’s 
Reign,  Annoque  Domini,  1710. 

FRANCIS  NICHOLSON 

9 

SUBERCASE. 

Memorandum.  The  General  declared,  that  within  Cannon- 
Shot  of  Port-Royal,  in  the  fifth  Article  aforefaid,  is  to  be  un- 
derftood,  three  Engiifh  Miles  round  the  Fort,  to  be  hencefor¬ 
ward  called  Annapolis- Royal ;  and  the  Inhabitants  within 
the  faid  three  Miles,  to  have  the  Benefit  of  that  Article. 
Which  Perfcns,  Male  and  Female,  comprehended  in  the  faid 
Article,  according  to  a  Lift  of  their  Names  given  in  to  the  Ge¬ 
neral  by  Mr.  Allen,  amount  to  four  hundred  and  eighty 
one  Perfons. 


Of  Queen  ANNE.  f  ^ 

The  Portland  and  The  Valeur ,  took,  in  their  Pafiage  to 
Newfoundland ,  two  very  rich  Prizes,  value  30,000/. 
But  not  long  after.  The  Valeur  wasfurprized  in  Harbour, 
and  taken  by  the  French ,  and  in  the  Month  of  Auguft% 
Captain  John  Aldred  in  The  Rochefer ,  Captain  Hum¬ 
phry  Pudner  in  The  Severn ,  and  Captain  George  Purvis 
.  in  The  Portland ,  vifited  all  the  French  Harbours  on  the 
North  Side  of  Newfoundland ,  and  in  a  Manner  totally 
deftroyed  them.  Of  all  thefe  Tranfa&ions,  however, 
the  accurate  Father  Daniel  fays  not  one  Word  ;  and  in¬ 
deed,  as  to  the  latter  Part  of  this  Relation,  Mr.  Burchet 
is  Blent  a Ifo,  though  it  was  certainly  of  very  great  Con- 
fequence  to  the  Trade  and  Intereft  of  Great-Britain  K 
We  are  nov/to  return  Home,  in  order  to  take  No¬ 
tice  of  what  happened  here,  relating  to  the  Affairs  of 
the  Navy  ;  and  as  thefe  are  commonly  influenced  by  a 
total  Change  in  the  Miniftry,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 

1  >  » 
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k  An  Account  of  the  Execution  done  by  this  Squadron. 
Harbours  Names.  French  Ships  Names. 
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La  Couche, 
Ditto, 

Carouze, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Petit  Maitre 
Great  St.  Julian, 
Little  St.  Julian, 
Ditto, 


LaComtefTed’Evereux  77  16  200  Taken 
La  Couronne  70  14  200  Burnt. 

Le  Marquis  du  Bay  20  28  400  Taken. 
Le Comte  de  Bonrepos  1 20  23  400  Burnt. 
L’Aigle  Noire  70  12  200  Taken. 

Francois  Marie  80  18  250  Ditto. 

Francois  de  la  Paix  120  30  400  Ditto. 
St.  Pierre  go  20  290  Efcaped, 

“  3°  *2  ——Ditto. 


All  the  Fidt,  Oyl,  Stages,  Vatts,  Boats,  Fifhing-Tackle, 
&c.  of  the  abovementioned  Ships,  fell  into  our  Hands,  and 
were  either  taken  or  deftroyed  by  us.  And  the  two  Ships  which 

elcaped  Jeft  even  their  Anchors,  and  Cables,  and  fome  of 
their  Sails  behind. 
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obfeire  that,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of  Augufl, 
the  Earl  of  Go  dolphin  was  removed  from  being  Lord 
High  Treafiirer,  and  that  Office  was  put  into  Commif- 
fion  h  This  great  Change,  was  quickly  followed  by 
others  of  the  fame  Nature  ;  for  about  fix  Weeks  after, 
Edward  Earl  of  Orford ,  having  refigned  his  Place  of 
firft  Lord  Commiffioner  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Queen 
appointed  Sir  John  Leake ,  Sir  George  Byng,  George 
Doddington ,  Efq;  Paul  Methuen ,  Efq;  and  John  Aijlabie , 
Efq;  Lords  Commiffioners,  for  executing  the  Office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain .  But  this  Com- 
miffion  did  not  continue  long  in  this  Situation,  for  in 
the  Month  of  December ,  Sir  James  Wifbart ,  and  George 
Clarke ,  Efq;  were  appointed  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  the  Room  of  George  Dodington,  and  * 
Paul  Methuen,  Efqrs. m  The  new  Parliament  met  on 
the  25th  of  November ,  and  on  the  27th,  the  Com¬ 
mons  chofe  William  Bromley ,  Efq;  of  Worcejterjhire ,  for 
their  Speaker.  The  Queen,  in  her  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  recommended  the  carrying  on  the  War  in  very 
warm  Terms,  and  the  Commons,  in  their  Addrefs, 
promifed  her  Majefty  to  take  proper  Care  of  it.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  on  the  5th  of  December ,  they  Voted  40,000  Men 
for  the  Sea-Service,  for  the  Year  17  ti,  and  120,000 
Pound  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy ;  on  the  iothof  Fe¬ 
bruary  they  Voted  that  the  Sum  of  55130,539/.  55.  6d» 
be  granted  for  Payment  of  the  Debts  of  the  Navy,  and 

for 
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for  Services  performed  by  them  on  Account  of  Land- 
Forces  to  Michaelmas  17 10,  exclufive  of  the  Regifter- 
Office;  and  on  the  20th  of  the  faid  Month,  they  Re- 
folved,  that  103,003/.  iij.  4  d.  be  granted  for  the  Ufe 
of  fuch  Proprietors,  or  Inhabitants  only,  of  Nevis,  and 
St.  ChriftopheF s,  who  were  Sufferers  by  the  French  In- 
vafion,  and  who  have  fettled,  or  fhall  re-fettle  there  Inha¬ 
bitants  in  the  faid  Iflands  n.  I  do  not  well  know,  whether 
I  ought  to  add,  as  an  Inftance  of  the  Care  of  Parliament 
in  refpedl  to  our  Commerce,  that  this  Year  an  A  61  wa£ 
palled  for  Incorporating  a  Trade  to  the  South-  Seas . 
While  thefe  Regulations  were  making  by  the  LegiPa- 
ture,  her  Majefty  took  Care  to  provide  for  Action  ;  and 
in  Confequence  thereof,  appointed  Sir  John  Leake  Rear- 
Admiral  of  Great- Britain,  to  be  Admiral  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  cf  her  Fleet,  in  the  Room  of  Matthevj 
Aylmer,  Efq;  at  the  fame  Time,*  Pie  appointed  Sir 
Thomas  Hardy  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue ;  and  fome 
time  after,  Sir  George  Byng  was  made  Admiral  of  the 
White.  Thele  necefiary  Circumftances  premifed,  we' 

may  now  proceed  to  the  Naval  Operations  of  the  next 
Year  °. 


The  Grand  Fleet,  tinder  the  Command  of  Sir  John 
Leake ,  had  very  little  to  do.  It  was  intended  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  our  Coaft,  and  for  keeping  the  Enemy  in  Awe, 
which  was  very  effectually  performed  5  for  the  French 
Vol,  IV.  M  Kingjj 


n  Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Chandler’s  Debates.- 
Gompleat  Hiftory  of  Europe  tor  1710  and  1711,  Life  of 
Queen  Anne,  Pointer. 

0  Oldmixon,  Continuation  of  Rapin,  Aftnals  of  Que?n  Anrr1- 
Pointer,  Salmon’s  Chron.  Hiftorian. 


\6i  NAVAL  HISTORIC 

King,  from  the  many  Misfortunes  he  had  met  with, 
was  utterly  incapable  of  fitting  out  any  Capital  Ships  ; 
and  therefore,  contenting  himfelf  with  fending  out,  as 
he  had  done  fome  Years  paft,  final  1  Squadrons  to  annoy 
our  Trade,  he  no  longer  took  upon  himfelf  to  ad:  as  a 
Maritime  Power.  Sir  Thomas  Hardy ,  Rear-Admiral  of 
the  Blue,  wasfent  with  a  ftrong  Squadron,  confining  of 
four  Fourth  Rates,  two  Fifths,  and  two  Sixths,  to  block 
up  the  Port  of  Dunkirk.  On  the  21ft  of  May^  he 
arrived  before  that  Port,  into  which  he  forced  two  Pri- 
vateers  of  twenty  Guns  each,  and  a  Dogger  which 
carried  eight;  and  this,  notwithftanding  the  Enemy’s  Fire 
from  the  Platform  at  the  Pier-Head.  While  he  was  in 
this  Situation,  he  difcovered  in  the  Bafon  four  fixty  Gun 
Ships,  and  two  fmaller  Veflels,  all  unrigged,  and  had 
certain  Information,  of  a  fmall  Squadron  that  was  fitting 
there  for  the  Sea:  after  which,  he  looked  as  carefully  as  he 
could,  as  well  as  for  a  Convoy  from  Bretagne ;  but  both, 
notwithflanding  all  his  Care,  efcaped  him.  On  the  27th 
of  June ,  an  Englijh  Man  of  War,  called  The  Advice , 
commanded  by  Kenneth  Lord  Duffus ,  was  attacked  in 
Tarmouth-Roads  by  feveral  French  Privateers.  His  Lord- 
{hip  engaged  them  with  great  Bravery,  and  did  not  give 
up  his  Ship,  which  was  a  fourth  Rate  of  46  Guns,  till 
all  his  Sails  were  torn  to  pieces,  not  a  Brace  or  Bowling 
left,  the  Shrouds  cut  away,  two  thirds  of  his  Men  killed 
and  wounded,  and  his  Lordfhip  had  five  Balls  in  his 
Body.  The  eight  Privateers  that  took  him,  brought  the 
Ship,  with  great  Triumph  into  Dunkirk ^  where,  they 
mod:  inhumanly  ftripped  both  Officers  and  private  Men 
of  their  wearing  Apparel,  and,  but  for  the  Kindnefs  of 

the  Inhabitants  of  Dunkirk ,  had  left  them  in  a  Manner 

naked. 
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naked  <\  Such  was  the  brutal  Behaviour  of  thefe  barba¬ 
rous  Plunderers,  and  to  luch  we  mull:  remain  expofed, 
if  that  Infamous  Neft  of  Pyrates,  deftroyed  for  the  com¬ 
mon  Safety  of  Mankind,  Ihould  ever,  through  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  our  Councils,  be  fettled  again. 

On  the  8th  of  Augujl ,  Sir  "Thomas  Hardy  being  in 
Yarmouth  -  Roads,  with  his  Squadron,  received  Orders 
to  proceed  as  far  Northward  as  the  Iilands  of  Orkney,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  RuJJia  Trade,  and  to  fend  fome 
Ships,  that  were  with  him,  to  the  Downs-,  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  having  received  certain  Intelligence,  that  M. 
Snus,  a  French  Officer,  had  actually  got  to  Sea  from 
Dunkirk ,  with  four  large  Ships,  viz.  one  of  fifty  Guns, 
one  of  twenty-eight,  one  of  twenty-fix,  and  one  of 
twenty-four :  In  purfuance  of  thefe  Orders,  Sir  Thomas 
faw  the  RuJJia  Fleet,  which  was  remarkably  Rich  that 
•Year,  as  far  as  Schetland ;  and  then,  fending  them  for¬ 
ward,  with  a  proper  Convoy,  he  returned  to  the  Downs, 
Where  he  received  Orders  to  proceed  We  ft  ward,  in  quell 

M,  du  Cajfe-.  "tVhile  our  Ships  were  thus  employed, 
a  Misfortune  befel  us  upon  our  own  Coaft  ;  for  M.  de 
Sausj  with  his  Privateers,  fell  in  with  our  Virginia  Fleer 
which  confifted  of  twenty-two  Sail,  two  of  which  were 
forced  a-lhore,  four  elcaped,  and  all  the  reft  were  taker. 
As  foon  as  the  News  of  this  was  carried  to  England , 
Orders  were  fent  to  purfue  the  French  Squadron,  and 
to  prevent  their  getting  back  to  Dunkirk ;  but  the  Sieur 
Saus  found  Means  to  rid  himfelf  of  thefe  Attendants, 

*  M2  ; 


though 


Poe  fhpCpet4  ^0InP^eat  Hiftory-of  Europe  for  1711. 
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though  they  were  once  within  Sight  of  him,  and  carried 

fix  of  his  Prizes  into  Dunkirk ,  leaving  the  reft  at  Bolog * 

na,  Calais,  and  other  Ports  on  the  Coaft q.  Our  Cruiz- 

ers  and  Privateers,  in  fome  Meafure,  repaired  this  Mif- 

fortune,  by  the  Depredations  they  committed  on  the 

Coaft  of  France ,  from  whence  they  brought  a  great 

Number  of  fmall  Prizes,  which,  if  they  did  not  turn 

much  to  our  Benefit,  were,  however,  a  great  Prejudice 

to  France ,  fince  moft  of  them  were  laden  with  Corn, 

and  other  Provifions.  But  it  is  now  Time  to  return  to 

the  Proceedings  of  our  Squadrons  in  the  Mediterranean , 

where,  as  we  have  before  fhewn,  Sir  John  Jennings 

commanded  in  Chief,  with  a  numerous  Fleet,  of  whofe 

*  * 

Defigns  we  fhall  now  foeak  particularly,  as  they  were 
the  iaft  that  were  formed  during  this  War,  in  thofe 
Parts. 

The  Affairs  of  King  Charles  had  fuffered  fo  fevere- 
ly,  fince  the  Battel  loft  at  Villa  Viciofa ,  that  even  his  beft 
Friends  almoft  defpaired  of  retreiving  them.  It  was, 
however,  refolved  to  fend  thither  a  large  Naval  Force, 
to  affift  in  whatever  Meafures  might  be  thought  proper, 
either  for  reftoring  his  Hopes,  or  for  fecuring  his  Perfon. 
The  Duke  of  Argyll ,  commanded  the  Englijh  Troops, 
with  Circumftances  equally  honourable  to  himfelf,  and 
fhameful  to  thofe  who  fuffered  fo  many  brave  Men  to 
fall  under  fuch  Misfortunes.  The  Army  was  but  thin; 
and  well  it  might  be  fo,  fince  General  Stanhope  had 
been  befieged,  and  taken,  with  eight  Battalions,  and 
as  many  Squadrons,  a  few  Months  before  in  Brihuega . 

But 


%  Burchet,  Journal  Hiftorique  de  Louis  XIV.  p.  273. 
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But  this  was  not  all ;  the  Regiments,  thin  as  they  were> 
where  ragged  and  ftarving,  having  no  Credit,  but  what 
his  Grace  procured  for  them,  who  foon  brought  Things 
into  better  Order,  and  his  little  Army  under  good  Dif- 
cipline.  In  fhort,  he  appeared  there,  what  he  appeared 
every  where,  not  only  a  brave  Man  and  an  adtive  Of¬ 
ficer  ;  not  barely  a  great  General,  or  an  able  Statefman, 
but  a  Friend  to  Mankind,  and  a  Lover  of  his  Country* 
He  fed  the  Hungary,  he  clothed  the  Naked,  he  Hoped 
Defertion,  not  by  Severities,  but  by  convincing  his  Sol¬ 
diers  that  they  could  be  ufed  no  where  fo  well ;  infomuch, 

* 

that  when  Sir  John  Jennings  arrived  at  Barcelona  with 
his  Fleet,  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  he  found  Things 
on  the  mending  Hand  r*  After  performing  fome  few 

M  3  neceflary 


r  Bifliop  Burnet,  indeed,  has  given  a  very  different  Account 
of  this  Matter.  “  The  Bufinefs  of  Spain  had  been  fo  much 
“  prefiedfrom  the  Throne,  and  fo  much  infilled  on  all  this  Sef- 
“  lion,  and  the  Commons  had  given  1,500,000/.  for  thatSer- 
44  vice,  (a  Sum  far  beyond  all  that  had  been  granted  in  any  pre- 
44  ceding  Seffion)  fo  that  it  was  expeded,  Matters  would  have 
4<  been  carried  there,  in  another  manner  than  formerly.  The 
44  Duke  of  Argyll,  was  fent  to  command  the  Queen's  Troops 
4<  there,  and  he  feemed  full  of  Heat;  but  all  our  Hopes  failed. 
44  The  Duke  of  Vendome’s  Army  was  in  fo  ill  a  Condition,  that 
44  if  Staremberg  had  been  fupported,  he  promifed  himfelf 
44  great  Advantages.  It  does  npt  yet  appear,  what  made  this 
44  to  fail,  for  the  Parliament  has  not  yet  taken  this  into  Exa- 
44  mination.  It  is  certain,  the  Duke  of  Argyll  did  nothing  ; 
44  neither  he  nor  his  Troops,  were  once  named,  during  the 
“  whole  Campaign.  He  wrote  over  very  heavy  Compl  ints, 
44  that  he  was  not  fupported,  by  the  failing  of  the  Remic- 
44  tances  that  he  expeded :  But  what  Ground  there  was  for 
that,  does  not  yet  appear ;  for,  though  he  afterwards  came 
44  over,  he  was  very  iilent,  and  feemed  in  a  good  under- 

<4  Handing  with  the  Mini  Hers. - The  lafl  Words  of  tnis 

amavdng  Piece  of  HiHory  fufficiently  explain  it.  The  Duke 
of  Argyll  agreed  with  that  MiniHry,  with  whom  the  Prelate 
could  not  agree.  He  complained  of  the  Condition  in  which  he 

found 
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fleceflaiy  Services,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Fleet  fhould 
cruize  off  Toulon ,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Supplies 
which  the  Enemy  expefted  from  Languedoc ,  and  their 
Corn-Fleet  from  the  Levant.  While  he  was  in  this  Sta¬ 
tion,  he  received  Orders  from  England ,  to  return  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  Coaft  of  Catalonia ,  that  he  might  be  ready, 

to  carry  the  King  of  Spain  to  Genoa ,  or  where  elfe  he 

« 

fhould  defire.  His  Majefty,  by  the  Death  of  his  Brother 

the  Emperor  Jofeph ,  being  lately  become  foie  Heir  of 

\ 

all  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria .  He  was 
likewife  directed  to  afford  all  the  Affiftance  poffible,  to, 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples ,  in  Cafe  any  Commotions  hap¬ 
pen  there  at  this  Jundture;  and  accordingly,  he  repair¬ 
ed  to  Barcelona ,  to  confult  his  Majefty ,  and  the  Duke 
of  Argyll ,  as  to  the  propereft  Method  of  executing  thefe 
Orders,  having  firft  detached  two  Men  of  War  of  the 
Third,  One  of  the  Fourth,  and  one  of  the  Fifth  Rate > 
to  cruize  on  the  Coaft  of  Naples ,  with  Orders  to  aflift 
if  any  Attempts  fhould  be  made  for  reducing  the  Garri- 
fons  of  Orbitello ,  or  Piombino s. 

On  his  Arrival  there,  he  found  the  King  not  at  all 
inclined  to  quit  Catalonia ,  till  fuch  Time  as  he  had  Ad¬ 
vice  of  his  being  elefted  Emperor,  in  which  he  was 

promifed 


found  the  Troops,  which  was  owing  to  the  Avarice  of  fome 
low  Inftrumentsof  the  Old  Miniftry,  and  he  made  no  Com¬ 
plaints  againft  the  New,  becaufe  he  was  fenfible  they  fupplied 
him,  as  well  as  they  were  able  :  But  he  differed  from  them  af¬ 
terwards,  when  he  faw  juft  Caufe  for  it ;  and  indeed,  through 
his  whole  Life,  he  was  particularly  remarkable  for  keeping  up 
a  Spirit  worthy  of  his  Birth,  Quality  and  worthy  of  that  molt 
Illuftrious  Title,  by  which  the  greateft  Patriots  in  Scotland  had 
through  a  long  Series  of  Years  been  diftinguilhed. 

s  Burchet,  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe,  for  the  Year  171 1, 
Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Life  of  Queen  Anne. 
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promifed  a  II  the  Affiftance  that  could  be  afforded  him 
by  the  Allies ;  and  on  the  other  Hand,  he  found  his 
Majefty  equally  unwilling  to  part  with  the  fleet,  upon 
which  all  his  Hopes  depended.  Sir  John  fennings  con¬ 
tented  himfelf,  therefore,  with  failing  from  Barcelona , 
on  the  13th  of  July,  for  Port- Mahon ,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  1 8th,  having  firft  of  all  promifed  the  King  ol 
Spain  to  return  to  Barcelona ,  as  foon  as  the  Ships  were 
refitted,  and  he  had  taken  in  a  proper  Supply  of  Pro- 
vilions,  which  began  to  grow  very  fcarce;  and  this  Pro- 
mife  he  exactly  performed  by  the  26th  of  July,  when 
we  find  him  again  in  the  Road  of  Barcelona ,  with  one 
Second,  five  Thirds,  and  one  Fourth  Rate,  befides  feven 
Dutch  Men  of  War,  under  the  Command  of  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  Peiterfon ,  having  ten  other  Ships,  moft  of  the 
Line,  Abroad  on  neceffary  Services.  When  thefe  had 
joined  them,  he  took  the  King  of  Spain  on  board,  having 
then  a  Fleet  of  twenty- four  Ships  of  War,  and  landed 
him  in  ten  Days  Time  at  Genoa  ;  from  whence,  the  Ad¬ 
miral  failed  to  Leghorn ,  being  in  great  Want  of  Cables 
and  other  Stores,  to  procure  fuch  a  Supply  as  the  Place 
would  afford  ;  and  while  he  was  there,  two  of  our  Cap¬ 
tains  brought  in  two  rich  Prizes  from  the  Levant .  His 
Excellency  continued  there  to  the  2d  of  November ,  ’ 
when  he  failed  for  Vado-Bay ,  and  having  embarked  the 
Forces  that  were  ready  to  proceed  for  Catalonia ,  he  fent 
them  under  the  Protection  of  five  Men  of  War,  and  two 
,  Fire-fhips  to  Barcelona ,  under  the  Command  of  Captain 
Swanton ,  with  whofe  Squadron,  and  three  Dutch  Ships 
of  War,  the  Admiral  failed  as  far  Weftward  as  Cape 
Rofes  5  and  wTas  then  to  repair  to  Port-Mahon ,  where 

M  4  Captain 
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Captain  Swanton  was  ordered  to  join  him  as  loon  as  he 
had  feen  the  Tranfports  in  Safety,  that  the  Admiral 
niight  be  able  to  make  a  Detachment  for  fecuring  the 
Coafts  of  Portugal ;  as  alfo  fome  Ships  to  cruize  in  the 
&  freights- Mouthy  for  the  Protection  of  our  Trade. 
When  the  Admiral  had  made  the  Ifland  of  Minorca, , 
the  Wind  blew  exceffively  hard  from  the  North-Eaft, 
which  obliged  him  to  come  to  an  Anchor  on  the  North- 
Side  of  the  Ifland,  where  moft  of  the  Ships  Sails  blew 
away  from  their  Yards  \  but  he  got,  however,  the  next 
Dav  into  Port- Mahon,  On  his  Arrival,  he  was  inform¬ 
ed  by  the  Captains  of  two  Ships  he  found  there,  that 
they  had  heard  a  great  Firing  of  Guns  all  the  Night  ber 
ioie  ;  upon  which,  he  fent  The  Chatham  and  Winchelfea , 
the  next  Morning,  to  fee  what  they  could  difeover; 
who  foon  brought  an  Account,  that  the  Dutch  Vice- 
Admiral,  with  his  Squadron,  was  in  the  Offing^  together 
with  four  Ships  of  ours1. 

These  Snips  of  ours,  were,  The  Hampton-Court , 
commanded  by  Captain  Mighells ,  The  Sterling-CaJUe , 
The  Nottingham ,  The  Charles  Galley ,  and  The  Lynn , 
which  enne  from  the  Coaft  of  Catalonia ,  and  in  their 
Paflage,  had  fallen  in  with  two  French  Men  of  War, 
The  Thouloufe ,  and  The  Trident  9  each  of  fifty  Guns, 
and  400  Men.  The  Hampton-Court  came  up  with  the 
firfi:  of  them,  and  engaged  her  two  Hours,  to  whofe 
Commander,  by  the  Time  The  Sterling-Cajlle  was  with¬ 
in  Mufquet-Shot  (which  was  about  ten  at  Night)  flie 

ftruck  $ 


^  t  Burcnet,  Lediard,  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  the 
Year  17 u,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Life  of  Queen*  Anne, 
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ftruck ;  but  by  the  Advantage  of  little  Winds,  The  Tri¬ 
dent  got  away  with  her  Oars.  The  Hampton-Court's 
Malls  being  much  wounded  in  the  Fight,  they,  by  the 
Violence  of  the  Weather,  came  next  Day  all  by  the 
Board,  fo  that  (he  was  towed  into  Port  by  The  Sterling - 
Cajlle.  The  firft  Captain  of  The  Thouloufe,  was  M. 
Grand  Pri,  and  the  fecond  Captain  Rigby ,  an  Englijh- 
mat!,  who  had  formerly  bore  Command  in  our  Fleet. 
From  the  former  of  them,  the  Admiral  accepted  his 
Parole  of  Honour,  for  fix  Months ;  but  the  latter,  he 
detained,  although  M.  Grand  Pre  allured  him  he  was 
naturalized  in  France,  and  was  become  a  Roman  Catho- 
lick  j  but  fome  Way  or  other  he  found  Means  to  efcape, 
and  it  was  believed,  he  got  into  a  Ship  of  Genoa,  which 
lay  in  the  Harbour  of  Mahon  u.  About  the  fame  Time, 
The  Rejloration,  a  Ship  of  70  Guns,  was  loft  on  the  Back- 
fide  of  the  Mallora,  off  of  Leghorn ,  but  all  her  Officers 
and  Men  were  faved ;  nor  fared  it  better  with  a  Settee, 
that  had  on  board  to  the  Value  of  4000  Crowns,  which 
fhe  was  bringing  from  one  of  the  Ports  of  Corfsca 

The 


I  have  not  been  able  to  recover  any  further  Particulars  as 
to  thele  Captures,  though  I  have  taken  all  the  Pains  I  cou'd 
to  enquire  after  them.  This  Rigby  had  made  himfelf  very  In- 
famous  before  he  left  England,  having  been  long  in  Neweate 

tw  r^'pS  reatCd  ®entence  f"  3  mo11  kandalous  Crime  at 

the  OldBailey.  Yet  he  was  prefered  in  France  for  his  Skill 
M"lne>  and  might,  after  this  Misfortune,  have  paired  his 
Time  with  Cafe  at  leafl,  if  not  Reputation  ;  but  his  Expences 
were  fo  large  that,  as  I  have  been  informed,  he  brought  upon 
himfelf ^the  juft  Reward  of  a  Life  fo  wickedly  fpentf  and™ 
therefore,  a  fit  Warning  to  all  fuch  Renegado’s  as  prefer  the 

Increafe  of  their  private  Fortune,  to  the  Honour  or  Welfare 
or  their  Country. 

nf  ^Bwhet’  lIirt°ry  aF  Eur0pe  for  the  Year  1712,  Memoirs 
pt  the  War  in  Spain,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  &c* 
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The  French  having  at  prefent  no  Fleet  in  the  Medl- 
ierranean,  the  Admiral  was  at  Liberty  to  employ  his 
Ships  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  might  belt  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  protecting  Catalonia ,  and  incommoding  the  Ene¬ 
my  5  which  he  accordingly  did,  till  towards  the  End 
of  the  ^  ear,  he  received  Advice,  that  the  French  were 
bufy  at  Toulon ,  in  fitting  out  a  confiderable  Force,  which 
was  to  put  to  Sea  in  the  Spring,  of  which,  the  Admiral 
took  all  the  Care  he  could,  to  be  particularly  informed, 
and  at  laft  received  a  certain  Account,  that  this  Squadron 
was  to  confift  of  eleven  or  twelve  Ships,  of  which,  eight 
were  of  the  Line,  and  three  or  four  were  Frigates  i  that 
they  were  to  proceed  firft  to  Cadiz ,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Weft-Indies .  Upon  this,  the  Admiral,  on  the 
2 1 ft  of  February ,  held  a  Council  of  War,  in  which, 
upon  a  ftriCt  Examination,  it  was  found,  that  the  Ships 
mnder  his  Command,  could  not  put  to  Sea  till  fupplied 
with  Provifions  from  Italy,  and  therefore,  a  Frigate  was 
difpatched  to  Vice-Admiral  Baker ,  then  at  Lifbon ,  with 
this  Intelligence,  that  he  might  ftrengthen  the  Convoy 
of  the  Store-Ships  and  Victuallers,  fent  from  thence,  and 
at  the  fame  time,  it  was  Refolved,  That  as  foon  as  the 
Englijh  and  Dutch  Ships  arrived  from  Italy ,  the  Admiral 
Ihould  cruize  between  Port-Mahon  and  Cape  de  Gatt9 
not  only  for  the  Protection  of  the  Convoy,  but  in  order 
to  intercept  the  Enemy.  This  great  Supply  of  Provi¬ 
fions,  and  Naval  Stores,  arriving  fafe  at  Port-Mahon , 
and  the  Admiral  having  Intelligence  from  all  Sides,  of 

i 

the  great  Naval  Preparations  of  the  Enemy,  it  was  de¬ 
termined  in  a  Council  of  War,  held  on  the  the  nth  of 
March ,  to  put  to  Sea  with  one  Second,  three  Thirds,  tv/o 

Fifth 
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Fifth  Rates,  and  two  Fire-Ships  of  ours,  and  nine  Ships 
gf  the  States  -  General,  and  to  cruize  ten  or  twelve 
Leagues  from  Cape  Toulon ,  untill  more  certain  Advice  of 
the  Enemy  could  be  had.  Captain  Walpole  in  The  Liony 
joining  the.Fleet  from  Genoa ,  and  informing  them,  that 
he  had  feen  in  his  Paflage  nine  tail  Ships  to  the  N.  W.  of 
the  Ifiand  of  Minorca  It  was  Refolved,  in  a  Council  of 
War  held  on  the  23d  of  March ,  to  proceed  to  the  South¬ 
ward  of  Majorca ,  and  Ivica,  in  order  to  intercept  the 
Enemy,  if  it  was  poflible,  between  that  and  Cape  St. 

-  ^  ^^5  in  their  Paflage  down  the  Streights .  Obtaining, 
however,  no  further  Intelligence,  he  came  to  an  Anchor 
on  the  1  ft  of  Aprils  off  the  Ifland  of  Formentara ,  from 
whence  he  fent  two  clean  Ships  to  look  into  the  Bays 
of  D.enea  Xabea ,  and  Altea ,  as  alfo  into  Alicant-Road ; 
and,  in  cafe  they  brought  him  no  Advice,  it  was  de¬ 
termined  to  fail  immediately  to  Barcelona.  This  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done,  and  on  his  Arrival  there,  and  hearing 
nothing  of  the  French ,  he  fent  a  clean  Frigate  to  the 
Harbour  of  Toulon ,  to  difcover  what  they  v/ere  doing 
there,  with  a  Refolution,  upon  the  Return  of  that  Ship, 
to  proceed  to  Port-Mahon ,  there  to  re-vidftual,  and  then 
to  ftand  over  to  the  Italian  Coaft,  in  order  to  bring  from 
thence  a  new  Supply  of  Troops  to  Catalonia  x. 

WE  are  now  to  proceed  to  what  was  done  this  Year 
in  the  Weft-Indies ,  where,  when  we  fpoke  laft  of  Affairs 
in  thofe  Parts,  we  left  Commodore  Littleton  with  a 
ftrong  Squadron  under  his  Command.  This  Gentle¬ 
man 


x  Burchet,  Compleat  Hiflory  of  Europe  for  the  Year  1712, 
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man  was  extreamly  well  qualified  for  his  Station.  He 
had  all  the  Abilities  and  Experience  that  could  be  wifli- 
ed  for  in  a  Sea- Officer,  and  yet  was  as  ready  to  afk,  and 
receive  Advice,  as  if  he  had  neither.  On  his  firft  Ar¬ 
rival  in  thofe  Parts,  which  was  in  the  Month  of  No¬ 
vember,  1710,  he  took  all  the  Care  that  was  pollible, 
to  obtain  proper  Intelligence  of  the  Motions  of  the 
Galleons,  which  was  Hill  at  Carthagena ;  and  at  the 
fame  Time,  he  neglefted  nothing,  that  the  Merchants 
thought  requifite,  either  for  the  Security  of  their  Trade, 
in  thofe  Parts,  or  for  the  fafe  Convoy  of  fuch  Ships, 
as  from  Time  to  Time  were  fent  Home;  fo  that  during 
his  Stay  at  Jamaica ,  there  were  few  or  no  Complaints, 
but  every  Body  ftudied  to  mind  his  own  Bufinefs,  and 
to  difcharge,  when  called  upon,  his  Duty  in  the  public 
Service.  The  Delire  of  taking  the  Galleons,  was  what 
principally  occupied  the  Thoughts  of  the  Commodore, 
and  as  he  was  frequently  perplexed  with  falfe  Intelligence, 
he  llationed  Ibe  Nonfuch  and  The  Roebuck ,  on  the 
Spani/b  Coaft,  giving  Orders  to  Captain  Hardy ,  who 
commanded  the  former,  to  difpatch  The  Roebuck  to  Ja¬ 
maica ,  with  any  certain  Intelligence  he  could  obtain, 
either  as  to  the  Time,  when  it  was  propofed  the  Galleons 
Ihould  fail,  or  the  Strength  of  the  Convoy  that  was  to 
accompany  them.  Thefe  Orders  were  faithfully  exe¬ 
cuted,  though  very  little  Intelligence,  except  that  the 
Galleons  had  as  yet  no  Convoy,  could  for  many 
Months  be  procured.  In  May  17 it,  the  Commodore 
received  an  Account  from  the  Mailers  of  fome  VelTeJs 
from  Madera ,  that  M.  du  Cajfe ,  with  a  Squadron 
ynder  his  Command,  had  been  feen  from  that  Illand, 

Soon 
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Soon  after,  a  Spanijh  Sloop  was  taken,  in  which  was  a 
Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Carthagena ,  exprefling  his 
Hopes,  that  M.  du  Caffe  would  fliortly  arrive  with  feven 
Sail  of  flout  Ships,  in  order  to  convoy  the  Galleons. 
Upon  this,  the  Commodore  immediately  fent  an  Advice- 
,  Boat  to  recall  The  Nonfuch ,  and,  in  the  mean  Time, 
began  to  prepare  for  an  Expedition,  refolving  not  to  lofe 
this  Opportunity  of  attacking  the  French  Squadron,  and 
having  a  Chance  for  feme  of  the  Galleons  y„ 

THE  JerJey^  commanded  by  Captain  Vernon ,  was 
then  cruizing  to  the  Windward  of  Jamaica ,  and  having 
taken  a  French  Ship  belonging  to  the  Port  of  Breji% 
which  carried  thirty  Guns,  and  120  Men,  he  carried 
her  into  Jamaica ,  on  the  23d  of  May.  The  Captain 
of; this  Veflel  informed  the  Commodore,  that  he  had 
been  trading  on  the  Coaft  of  New  Spain ,  from  whence, 
proceeding  to  Port  Lewis  in  Hifpaniola ,  where  ire  put 
onShore  the  Money  he  had  taken,  and  was  failing  from 
thence  to  Petit  Guavas ,  in  order  to  take  in  there  a  Cargo 
for  France ,  when  he  fell  into  the  Hands  of  Captain  Vernon*. 
He  added,  that  he  failed  from  Port  Lewis  on  the  20th, 
in  Company  with  M.  du  Caffe ,  who  was  gone  lor 
Carthagena ,  and  that  his  Squadron  confifted  of  one  Ship 
of  feventy-four  Guns,  another  of  iixty,  one  of  fifty, 
one  of  twenty-four,  and  one  of  twenty  ;  but  Captain 
Hardy  arriving  on  the  27  th,  allured  Mr.  Littleton ,  that 
two  Ships  of  the  French  Squadron,  one  of  which  was 
The  Gloucejler ,  of  fifty  Guns,  formerly  taken  from  us, 
and  another  of  forty-four,  arrived  at  Carthagena ,  ten 

Days 
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Days  before,  and  waited  there  for  M.  du  Caffe, ,  whp 
defigned,  as  foon  as  the  Galleons  could  be  ready,  to  fail 
>with  them  for  the  Havannab,  and  from  thence  to  Ca¬ 
diz.  Upon  this,  Captain  Vernon  was  fent  over  to  the 
Coaft  of  New  Spain  \  and  returning  on  the  4th  of  July, 
ported,  that  on  the  28th  of  June ,  he  had  looked  into 
the  Port  of  Carthagena ,  where  he  faw  twelve  Ships,  fix 
rigged,  and  fix  unrigged,  and  five  Sloops 3  the  fix  Ships 
that  were  rigged,  he  informed  the  Commodore,  were 
The  St.  Michael ,  of  feventy-four  Guns  3  The  Hercules , 
of  fixty  3  The  Griffin ,  of  fifty  3  two  fmall  Frigates,  and 
the  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Galleons,  which  carried  fixty 
Guns :  and  that  of  the  Ships  that  were  unrigged,  there 
were  two  at  the  upper  End  of  the  Harbour,  preparing 
for  Sea,  one  of  which  he  believed  to  be  The  Minion  of 

fifty  Guns,  and  another  of  forty,  the  reft  to  be  Trading 
Veflels z.  *•  .  :  vKr 

/  V 

Upon  the  15th  of  July,  the  Commodore  failed  with 
one  Third,  four  Fourth  Rates,  and  a  Sloop a,  for  Cartha¬ 
gena  3  and  arriving  on  the  Coaft  of  New  Spain  on  the 
26th,  he  difcovered  five  Ships  to  the  Leeward,  which 
he  chafed  into  Bocca  Chica ,  at  the  Entrance  of  Cartha¬ 
gena  Harbour.  Upon  this,  he  flood  off  to  Sea  the 

greateflT 


z  Burchet,  Lediard,  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  Annals  of  Queen 
Anne,  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  the  Year  1711. 
Pointer,  & c.  ' 

a  The  Commodore  hoifted  his  broad  Pendant  in  The  De¬ 
fiance  ;  and  the  Ships  that  failed  with  him,  were  The  Salifbury, 
Salifbury  -  Prize,  Jerfey,  Nonfuch,  and  Jamaica  Sloop.  In 
their  Paffage,  the  Salifbury  -  Prize  fprung  her  Main-maft, 
which  occafioned  fome  Delay,  till  it  could  be  fecured,  and 
then  they  proceeded  ;  Captain  Vernon,  in  The  Jerfey,  having 
been  fent,  while  the  reft  of  the  Squadron  lay  by,  to  look  into 
Carthagena. 
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greateft  Part  of  the  Night;  but  fetching  into  the  Shore 
next  Morning,  chafed  four  Ships,  and  about  fix,  came 
up  with  the  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Galleons,  and  a  Spanijh 

_  *  f  ■  - 1  «* 

Merchant  Ship  ;  and  as  M.  du  Caffe  had ,  taken  moil  of 

•  ■  •  *  *  *  -  -  * 

the  Money  out  of  the  Galleon,  having  fome  Sufpicion 
of  the  commanding  Officer  on  board  her ;  fo  was  this 

*  —  *  *  ■  I 

very  Carrack  the  fame,  which  had  efcaped  from  Mr, 
Wager ,  as  hath  been  before  related  ;  and  coming  from 
Carthagena ,  in  Company  with  fome  French  Ships  of 
War,  it  happened  {he  was  feparated  from  them,  and  be¬ 
lieving  our  Ships  to  be  thofe  with  M.  du  CaJJe ,  (as  her 
Commander  (aid)  lay  by  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Day, 
and  when  Mr«  Littleton  came  near,  hoifted  Spanffb  Co¬ 
lours,  and  a  . Flag  at  the  Foretop  Mail-head,  fo  that  be¬ 
tween  five  and  fix  at  Night  The  Salifbury-Prize ,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Robert  Harhnd ,  engaged  her;  foon 
after  which.  The  Salifbury ,  commanded  by  Captain  Fran¬ 
cis  Hofier ,  did  the  fame.  The  Commodore  being  within 
Piftol-fhot,  was  juil  going  to  fire  into  her  when  they 
ilruck  their  Colours ;  and  The  Jerfeyy  going  after  one 
of  the  Merchant-Ships,  took  her ;  but  The  Nonfuch 
chafing  the  other,  {he  efcaped  in  the  Night,  The 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  Galleons,  being  wounded  by  a 
fmall  Shot,  died  foon  after.  M.  du  CaJJe  had  taken 
moil  of  the  Money  out  of  the  Galleon,  except  what 
was  found  in  fome  Boxes  which  belonged  to  private  Per- 
fons.  She  had  fixty  Brafs  Guns  mounted,  and  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  Men  ;  and  the  Ship  which  The 
Jferfey  took,  was  a  Spaniard ,  belonging  to  the  Merchants, 
of  about  400  Tons,  and  twenty-fix  Guns,  laden  for 
the  moil  Part  with  Cocoa  and  Wool.  The  Prifonera, 
by  the  Defcription  given  to  them  of  the  Ships  which 

were 
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Were  feen  by  the  Commodore,  the  Day  he  came  off  of 
Carthagena ,  aflured  him,  they  were  thofe  with  M.  dil 
CaJJe^  and  that  he  had  been  out  of  Carthagena  but  two 
Days,  being  feparated  from  the  Spanijh  Vice-Admiral, 
and  nine  Merchant-Ships,  the  Day  after  he  came  out$ 
and  fince  Mr.  Littleton  was  well  aflured  that  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  touch  at  the  Ha&annah ,  it  was  determined  to 
cruize  a  little  to  Leeward  of  Point  Pedro  Shoals,  as  the 
moft  proper  Place  for  intercepting,  untill  fuch  Time  as 
further  Intelligence  could  be  gained  from  Captain  Hook , 
of  The  Jamaica  Sloop,  who  was  fent  over  to  the  Coaft 
with  fome  Spanifn  Prifoners b. 

About  this  Time,  the  French  formed  a  Defign  of 
attacking  the  Leeivard-IJlands ,  and  this,  with  the  na¬ 
tural  Strength  of  their  own  Colonies  ;  for  which  Pur- 
pofe,  they  aflembled  in  the  Month  of  May  and  June > 
about  two  thoufand  Men  in  Martinico ;  thefe  they  em¬ 
barked  on  board  a  large  Ship,  of  thirty-fix  Guns,  a  Hag- 
boat  of  twenty-four  Guns,  two  Merchant-Ships,  and 
nine  Privateer  Sloops.  They  put  to  Sea  on  the  ioth  of 
June ,  with  an  Intent  to  land  on  the  Ifland  of  Antigua  ; 
but  they  were  fcarce  clear  of  their  own  Ifland,  before 
they  met  with  her  Majefty’s  Ship  The  Newcajile ,  com., 
manded  by  Captain  Bourn ,  who  attacked  them  fobrifkly, 
that,  notwithftanding  it  was  a  Calm,  and  they  lay  in  fuch 

'  i 

a  Manner, 


b  This  Account  is  taken  from  the  Commodore’s  Letter,  dat¬ 
ed  on  board  The  Defiance,  in  Port- Royal  Harbour,  Auguft 
13,  1 71 1.  He  fays,  in  the  fame  Letter,  that  he  had  but  one 
Man  killed,  and  fix  wounded  in  the  Engagement ;  and  though 
neither  he,  nor  any  of  our  Hiilorians,  infill  much  on  the 
Value  of  this  Capture,  yet  a  Dutch  Writer  informs  us,-  that 
the  two  Prizes  with  the  Effedls  on  board  them,  were  worth 
100,000  Pounds. 
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a  Manner,  as  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  bring 
his  Broadfide  to  beat  upon  them ;  yet,  after  an  Adlion. 
Of  three  Hours,  in  which  the  French  loft  fixty-four 
Men,  he  obliged  them  to  relinquifli  their  Defign,  and  to 
take  the  Opportunity  of  the  firft  little  Breeze  that  fprung 
up,  to  return  into  one  of  the  Ports  of  their  own  Blands. 
Unwilling,  however,  abfolutely  to  abandon  their  Defig n, 
they  refitted  their  VeiTels,  and  beat  up  for  Volunteers* 
and  on  the  16th,  landed  near  1500  Men  on  the  Ifland 
of  Montferrat ;  they  debarked  the  Troops  about  twelve 
at  Night,  and  began  to  plunder  the  adjacent  Country; 
but  being  informed  that  Captain  Bourn  failed  from  thence 
that  very  Day,  and  was  expedted  again  the  next,  they 
embarked  in  fuch  a  Hurry,  that  they  left  fifteen  or 
twenty  of  their  Men  behind  them,  who  were  made 
Prifoners  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifland,  and  fo  ended 
this  Projedt,  through  the  Courage  and  Condudt  of  this 
worthy  Commander.  The  Frenchy  however,  did  not 
get  fo  easily  rid  of  this  Mifchief,  for  Captain  Lijley  in 
her  Majefty’s  Ship  The  Diamojid ,  having  Notice  of  their 
Situation,  and  fufpedting  that  fome  of  their  Tranfports 
would  very  foon  put  to  Sea,  he  kept  cruizing,  together 
with  The  P anther ,  and  other  of  her  Majefty’s  Ships,  at 
a  fmall  Diftance  from  the  Coaft,  and  in  a  fhort  Time* 
took  three  of  them,  befides  doing  much  more  Mifchief  ; 
fo  that  the  Enemy  were  effedtually  cured  of  their  In¬ 
clination  to  make  Defcents  for  this  Year c* 

Vol.  IV*  N  To 


"'  See  Captain  Bourn’s  Letter,  dated  from  Carlifle-Biy,  ini 
Barbadoes,  Juiy  17,  1711,  and  two  Letters  from  Captain 
Bifle,  the  ftrll  dated  Juiy  22,  and  the  fecond  July  30,  1 7 1 1  # 
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T  o  return  now  to  Commodore  Littleton ,  who  ha¬ 
ving  fent  away  the  Homeward-bound  Trade  in  the 
Month  of  Augujl ,  under  the  Convoy  of  The  Nonfuch , 

4  .  •  •  \ 

returned  again  to  his  Cruizing  Station  in  the  latter 
End  of  the  fame  Month.  He  had  not  been  long  at 
Sea,  before  the  Captain  of  The  Medway's  Prize ,  whom 
he  had  fent  to  Blewfields-Bay ,  in  Jamaica ,  brought  him 

Advice,  that  the  Matter  of  a  Trading-Veflel  had  lately 

1  \  __ 

made  Oath  before  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton ,  then  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Jamaica ,  that  eighteen  French  Men  of  War, 
having  a  large  Number  of  Tranfports  with  Soldiers  un¬ 
der  their  Convoy,  arrived  lately  at  Martinico ,  from 
whence,  it  was  believed,  they  would  very  fp cedily  fail 
in  order  to  make  an  Attempt  upon  Jamaica .  This  In¬ 
telligence  brought  the  Commodore  inftantly  back  to  the 
Ifland,  where  the  Governor  affined  him,  there  was  not 
a  Word  of  Truth  in  the  Story  ;  which,  however,  had 
a  very  ill  Effect,  fince,  at  that  very  Inftant  M.  du  CaJJey 
with  his  Squadron,  got  fafe  into  the  Havanna ,  which 
he  could  not  pottibly  have  done,  if  the  Commodore  had 
kept  his  Station.  This  Difappointment  gave  him  infinite 
Difturbance,  but  did  not  hinder  his  Cruizing  for  fome 
time  off  the  Havanna ,  in  hopes  of  repairing  this  Dif- 
after;  in  which,  however,  he  did  not  fucceed.  Upon 
his  return  to  Jamaica ,  he  found  The  Thetis ,  a  French 
Man  of  War,  lately  taken,  arrived  from  New- England^ 
and  foon  after,  came  Captain  Lejlock ,  in  The  Weymouth , 
from  the  fame  Place,  with  a  fmall  Privateer,  which  he 
had  taken  on  the  Coaft  of  Porto  Rico ,  in  his  Pattage. 

There 


the  former  from  Antigua,  and  the  latter  from  St.  Chrittopher’s, 
in  the  London-Gazette,  No.  4906. 
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There  were  then  many  Merchant-Ships  ready  to  fail 
Home,  with  whom,  the  Commodore  fent  The  Anglefea , 
Fowey  and  Scarborough ;  the  lad- mentioned  Ship  had 
been  taken  from  the  French  by  the  two  former,  upon 
the  Coad  of  Guinea ,  where,  not  long  before,  the'  French 
had  taken  her  from  us.  Thus  ended  the  Operations  of 
this  Naval  Campaign  for  this  Year,  in  the  TVeJi-Indies d : 
But,  before  we  leave  America ,  it  is  neceffary,  that  we 
fhould  enter  into  a  Circumdantial  Account  of  that  fa¬ 
mous  Expedition  againd  the  French  Settlements  in  Ca - 
nada,  which  makes  fo  great  a  Figure  in  the  French  Hif- 
tories,  and  on  which  we  find  fo  many  Refledfions 
made  in  our  own  ;  the  Subject,  indeed,  is  both  intricate 
and  unpleafant,  but  withal,  it  is  extreamly  neceffary  to 
fet  it  in  a  clear  Light;  fince,  notwithdanding  itsMifcar- 
rymg,  through  a  Concurrence  of  unforefeen,  as  well 
as  unlucky  Accidents,  it  was  certainly  one  of  the  bed 
intended,  and  very  far  from  being  one  of  the  word  con¬ 
trived,  Defigns  that  was  fet  on  Foot  during  this  War ; 
and  therefore,  we  hope  the  Reader  will  not  think  an 

Impartial  Relation  of  the  whole  Affair  unworthy  of  his 
Attention. 

The  Difturbance  given  us  by  the  French  in  North- 
America ,  and  the  Apprehenfions  our  Colonies  were  un¬ 
der,  from  the  Strength  of  their  Settlements  in  Canada, 
have  been  fo  often  mentioned,  that  I  think  I  need  not 
infill  upon  them  here  :  I  lhall  content  myfelf,  therefore, 
with  obferving,  that  the  Earl  of  GcdoJpbin  had  often  ex- 

N  2  prefled 


d  Burchet,  Lediard,  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  Compleat  Hiflory 
©  Europe  for  the  Year  17 11.  Annals  oi  Qeeen  Anne,  & c. 
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prefied  a  Defire  of  attempting  fomething  of  Confequence 
in  this  Part  of  the  World,  that  might  exalt  our  own 
Character,  and  humble  the  Haughtinefs  of  the  Enemy. 
Sir  Hovenden  Walker  informs  us,  that  he  was  confulted 
by  that  great  Minifter,  in  reference  to  this  Defign  5  yet 
I  very  much  doubt,  whether  the  whole  of  it  was  then 
communicated  to  him,  fince  it  is  very  certain,  that  nei¬ 
ther  he,  norGeneral  Hill ,  were  to  have  been  employed  in 
the  Expedition,  as  it  was  then  intended ;  but  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy  was  to  have  commanded  the  Fleet,  and  the  Land- 
Forces  were  to  have  been  under  General  Maccartney .  It 
has  been  remarked  by  Bifliop  Burnet ,  and  fome  other 
Writers,  that  the  whole  of  this  Defign  was  concerted 
without  any  Application  to,  or  Confent  of  Parliament ; 
and  this,  that  Prelate  fays,  was  the  more  inexcufable,  be- 
caufe  it  was  contrived  and  carried  into  Execution,  and 
the  Parliament  was  fitting6.  The  Force  of  this  Ob¬ 
jection, 


e  The  Bifhop’s  Account  runs  thus :  “  An  Expedition  wa* 
“  defigned  by  Sea  for  taking  Quebec  and  Placentia,  and  for 
“  that  End,  5000  Men  were  brought  from  Flanders.  Hill, 
<l  who  was  Brother  to  the  Favourite,  had  the  Command. 
“  There  was  a  ftrong  Squadron  of  Men  of  War  ordered  to 
“  fecure  the  Tranfport  Fleet;  they  were  furnifhed  from  hence 
“  with  Provifions,  only  for  three  Months  ;  but  they  defigned 
“  to  take  in  a  fecond  Supply  at  New-England.  A  Com- 
4‘  miflioner  of  the  Victualling  then  told  me,  he  could  not 
“  guefs  what  made  them  to  be  fent  out  fo  ill  furnifhed,  for 
“  they  had  Stores  lying  on  their  Hands  for  a  full  Supply”. — . 
Mr.  Oldmixon  writes  with  lefs  Refentment ;  he  attributes 
this  Project  originally  to  Governor  Nicholfon,  and  I  believe 
with  Truth  ;  he  lays,  the  four  Indian  Chiefs,  who  were 
brought  over  hither,  and  prefented  to  the  Queen,  follicited  it 
ftrongly  ;  and  in  fine,  that  it  had  been  certainly  a  very  good 
Prcjedt,  if  it  had  fallen  into  good  Hands.  But,  he  infinuates, 
that  it  was  made  a  Job  of ;  the  contrary  of  which,  I  think,  will 
appear  by  the  Citation  in  the  next  Note. 
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jeclion,  I  muft  con fefs,  I  do  not  fee ;  for  if  Expeditions 
of  fuch  a  Nature,  with  all  the  Eftimates  of  Expences 
neceffary  for  rendering  them  effe&ual,  were  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament,  before  they  could  be  undertaken,  I 
think  it  muft  be  obvious  to  every  intelligent  Reader, 
that  this  would  afford  fuch  an  Opportunity  of  oppofing 
Defigns  of  this  Nature  at  Home,  and  making  all  the 
World  acquainted  with  them  Abroad,  that  it  would  be 
afterwards  feldom  advifeable  to  execute  them  at  all.  But 
there  is  another  Remark  made  by  Mr.  Burchet ,  which 
appears  to  have  a  better  Foundation.  He  fays,  that  this 
'Defign  was  induftrioufly  concealed  from  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  as  long  as  it  was  poffible,  and  that  at  laft, 
they  were  trufted  only  with  the  executive  Part,  and  not 
at  all  with  the  Direction ;  for  otherwife,  he  thinks  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  that  fuch  large  Ships  {hould 
have  been  ordered  for  an  Expedition  into  the  River  of 
St.  Lawrence ,  which  was  fo  well  known  to  their  Lord- 
fhips,  to  be  fo  hazardous  a  Navigation,  and  for  which, 
therefore,  Ships  of  fuch  a  Burthen,  were  altogether  un¬ 
fit f.  This  Remark,  I  fay,  has  greater  Weight  with  me, 

N  3  becaufe, 


f  How  far  the  following  Account  of  this  Matter,  taken 
from  a  Letter  of  ^fr.  Secretary  St.  John’s,  to  Sir  Ho  vender) 
Walker,  dated  April  17,  1711,  will  obviate  even  this  Ob¬ 
jection,  I  muft  leave  to  the  Reader  ;  with  this  Obfervation, 
however,  that  if  the  Sentiments  contained  in  it  were  not  fmcere, 
the  Writer  muft  have  been  the  greateft  Diflembler  in  the 
World.  —  “  1  he  Humber  and  Devonfhire,  will  proceed  with 
you,  of  thofe  which  are  ordered  to  cruize  in  the  Soundings, 
it  will  not,  I  doubt,  be  poflible  for  you  to  be  joined  by  any. 
The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  you  find,  look  on  thefe  ad¬ 
ditional  Ships,  as  given  you  for  the  Expedition,  and  it  is 
fit  they  fhould  do  fo  j  but  when  you  are  got  far  enough 
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becaufe,  it  plainly  proves,  that  how  right  foever  the 
Intention  of  a  Miniftry  may  be,  in  endeavouring  to  pre- 
ferve  an  abfolute  Secrecy  as  to  Defigns  of  this  Sort ;  yet, 
in  cafe  of  any  Mifcarriage,  their  Condudi  will  be  al¬ 
ways  liable  to  great  Imputations,  where  they  avoid  com¬ 
municating  their  Councils  to  fuch  Branches  of  the  Ad- 
miniftration,  as  feem  to  have  a  Right  to  regulate  and 
diredt  them. 

In  refpedt  to  this  Defign  upon  Quebec ,  it  feems  to 
have  been  principally  under  the  Dirediion  of  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Bolingbroke ,  then  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John ,  by 
whofe  Interelf,  I  fuppofe.  Sir  Hovenden  Walker ,  Rear- 
Admiral  of  the  White,  was  appointed  to  command  in 
Chief,  and  General  Hill ,  who  was  Brother  to  Lady 
Majbam ,  was  appointed  Commander  of  about  five 

thoufand 


“  into  the  Sea,  you  are  to  fend  back  two  of  the  ten  Sail,  and 
“  if  you  find  any  of  the  eight  firlt,  appointed  to  compofe  your 
“  Squadron,  not  fit  for  the  Voyage,  as  The  Torbay  is  re- 
u  ported  not  to  be,  you  may  in  fuch  Cafe,  fend  Home  the 
“  Ship  which  is  unfit,  taking  which  you  (hall  like  belt  of  the 
fc  two  additional  Ships  in  lieu  of  her.  The  MefTenger  who 
bring*  this  Pacquet,  is  ordered  to  flay  till  difpatched  back 
“  again  by  Mr.  Hill  and  yourfelf.  I  mull  tell  you,  that  I 
°  find  her  Majefly  extreamly  impatient  to  hear  you  are  failed, 
“  and  concerned  leak  you  fhould  lofe  the  Advantage  of  this 
“  Eafterly  Wind.  I  hope,  therefore,  by  the  Return  of  the 
“  MefTenger,  you  will  inform  me  exadll/when  you  fhall  be 
“  ready  to  proceed,  I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  to 
“  recommend  all  poflible  Expedition  to  you,  upon  which, 
“  morally  and  probably  fpeaking,  your  Succefs  entirely  de- 
“  pends.  That  you  may  have  a  profperous  Voyage,  and  be, 
“  together  with  Mr.  Hill,  the  Inflruments  of  doing  fo  much 
“  Honour,  and  bringing  fo  much  Advantage  to  your  Country, 
“  as  are  propofed  by  the  Attempt  you  are  ordered  to  make, 
“  is  the  hearty  Prayers  of. 


"  SIR,  Your,  &c.” 
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thoufand  Land-Forces,  that  were  to  be  employed  in  this 
Defign.  As  it  was  the  firft,  and  indeed  the  only  great 
Undertaking  of  the  New  Miniftry,  I  cannot  believe 
but  that  they  were  in  Earneft,  and  really  in  Hopes  of 
rafing  their  Reputation,  by  giving  an  extraordinary  Blow 
to  the  French  Power  in  thofe  Parts ;  which  I  conceive 
muft  evidently  appear,  if  we  confider  the  great  force 
employed  for  this  Purpofe,  and  which  will  be  beft  made 
known  to  the  Reader,  by  giving  him  Sir  Hovenden 
Walker’ $  Line  of  Battel,  as  we  find  it  in  the  Appendix  to 
his  own  Account. 


Ships. 

Commanders. 

Men. 

Guns. 

Torbay , 

Captain  Moody , 

500 

80  , 

Monmouth , 

Mitch  ell , 

400 

70 

Sunderland , 

Gore , 

365 

60 

Diamond , 

Lifer 

190 

40 

Devon/hire , 

Arris , 

520 

80 

Edgar ,  Sir  Hovenden  Walker 

Captain  Soans^f 

440 

7° 

Humber , 

Culliford , 

520 

80 

Montague , 

Walton , 

365 

60 

Kingjlon , 

Winder , 

36S 

60 

Siviftfure , 

Cooper , 

400 

70 

Dunkirk , 

Butler , 

365 

60 

Together,  with  The  Bedford  Galley  Frigate,  Bafilijk ,  and 
Granada  Bombs,  with  The  Experiment ,  the  Bombs 
Tender. 

There  were  befides,  thirty- three  Tranfports,  with 
the  Regiments  of  Brigadier  Hill ,  Colonel  Windrefs ,  Co¬ 
lonel  Glaytony  Colonel  Kaney  Lieutenant  General  Sey- 

N  4  mour> 
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mur'  Colonel  Difney,  Colonel  Kirk ,  and  a  Battallion 

of  Marines,  under  the  Command  of  Colonel  Charles 

Churchill ,  making  in  all,  upwards  of  five  thoufand 

Men,  and  eight  T.  ranlports  and  Tenders  belonging  to 
the  Trains. 

The  Inftruaions  given  by  her  Majefty  to  Sir  Ho- 

vendon  Waller ,  required  him,  as  foon  as  the  General  and 

Troops  were  embarked,  to  proceed  to  Eojlon  diredtly, 

without  touching  at  any  Place  whatfoever;  and,  if  he 

judged  it  convenient,  he  was  to  detach  in  his  Pafiage,  a 

Ship  of  War,  with  the  Artillery,  Stores,  Cloaths,  and 

other  Necefiari es,  to  New  York  5  but,  if  he  found  this 

inexpedient,  he  was  to  fend  them  from  Eojlon ,  On  his 

Arrival  at  that  Place,  he  was  to  take  The  Leopard  and 

Sapphire  under  his  Command,  and  in  cafe  the  General 

thought  it  neceflary,  he  was  to  aflifthim  in  exchanging 

the  Garrifon  of  Annapolis  Royal ,  and  in  tranfporting  the 

old  Garrifon,  with  Stores  back  to  New  England.  He 

was,  when  at  BoJlon>  to  take  under  his  Care,  all  Tranf- 

port-Vefiels,  Ketches,  Hoys,  Bo^ts,  and  other  Ne-* 

ceilaries  provided  in  New .  England ;  and  as  foon  as  the 

Forces  from  hence,  and  thofe  raifed  there,  fhould  be  on 

board,  he  was  to  fail  with  them  all  into  the  River  of  St. 

Lawrence ,  up  to  Quebec ,  in  order  to  attack  that  Place  ; 

£nd  being  arrived,  to  make  a  proper  Difpofition  of  the 

Ships  for  that  Purpofe,  as  well  of  fuch  as  might  be  fit  to 

employ  before  the  Town,  as  others,  upon  confulting 

with  the  Genera],  to  pafs  the  Place,  and  proceed  up  the 

River  towards  the  Lake,  not  only  to  prevent  any  Com- 

jnunication  with  ^uebecy  but  to  protedt  the  Canoes,  and 

* 

Boats, 

r? ? — - — r— - : - - : — - - - - - - 

s  See  the  Appendix  to  S;r  Hpvenden  Walker’s  full  Account 
®f  the  late  Expedition  to  Canada,  p,  188,  —  ig  1 . 


Of  Queen  ANNE.  ^5 

Boats,  with  the  Forces  from  New  York ;  to  which  End,  he 
was  empowered  to  convert  fome  of  the  fmal!  VefJels  fcnt 
from  hence,  or  New  England ,  into  Frigates,  fuitable  to 
the  Navigation  of  the  upper  Part  of  the  River,  and  to 
Man  and  Arm  them  accordingly.  At  New  England ,  or 
elfewhere,  he  was  to  aflift  the  General  with  Veflels  and 
Boats  proper  for  Landing  the  Forces,  and  embarking 
them  again,  but  more  efpecially  upon  his  Arrival  at 
Quebec ,  or  for  tranfporting  them  from  Place  to  Place. 
He  was  alfo  ordered,  to  fend  to  the  General  fuch  Ma¬ 
rine  Soldiers,  as  fhould  be  on  board  the  Squadron,  when 
he  fhould  demand  the  fame,  which  he  was  to  have  the 

,  — m  *  J  ’  f 
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chief  Command  of  while  employed  on  Shore;  belides 
which,  he  was  to  aid  him  with  fuch  a  Number  of  Sea- 
men,  Gunners,  Guns,  Ammunition,  and  other  Stores, 
from  the  Ships  as  he  fhould  demand  for  the  Land-Ser¬ 
vice,  which  Seamen  were  to  aflift  in  drawing  and 
mounting  the  Cannon,  or  otherwife  as  fhould  be  found 
neceflary.  He  was  ftriftly  required  to  lofe  no  Time  in 
proceeding  to  New  England ,  and  from  thence,  to  the 
River  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  nor  in  putting  in  Execution  the 
Service  of  Quebec :  but  that  on  his  Part,  all  Expedition 
fhould  be  ufed  in  the  Redudlion  of  the  Place,  and  of 
the  Country  of  Canada ,  or  New  France ,  and  in  the 
feafonable  Return  of  the  Squadron  and  Tranfports h. 

He  was  further  Inftrudted ;  which  fhews,  that  this 
Defign  had  been  thoroughly  confidered,  in  cafe  of  Sue- 
cefs,  to  leave  fuch  a  Naval  Force  as  he  thought  proper 
in  the  River  of  St.  Lawrence ,  and  to  make  Life  of  any 
of  the  Enemy  s  Ships  that  might  be  taken,  to  bring  into 

Europe 


h  See  the  InUrtiflions  at  large,  in  the  before-mentioned  Ap 
pendix,  p.  1 66, 
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Europe  fuch  Governors,  regular  Troops,  religious  Per- 
fans,  or  Others,  whom  the  General,  by  his  Inftruftions 
was  directed  to  fend  away  from  Canada ,  with  what¬ 
ever  Neceflaries  for  their  Tranfportation  he  fhould  think 
requifite.  Thefe  Services  being  taken  Care  of,  he  was 
to  take  on  Board  the  General,  if  he  fhoukl  think  fit  to 
return*  and  fuch  of  the  Forces  as  fhould  not  be  found 
neceffary  to  leave  in  Canada  ;  and  if  the  Seafon  of  the 
Year  would  permit,  he  was  to  proceed  to  attack  P&- 
eeniia ,  in  Newfoundland ,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  General 
Hill  fhould  direct ;  and  this  Service  being  over,  he  was 
to  order  fuch  Ships  of  War  as  did  not  properly  belong 
to  his  Squadron,  to  their  feveral  Stations,  directing  the 
Matters  of  the  T ranfports,  which  he  fhould  have  no 
further  Occafion  for,  to  go  and  feek  Freight,  either  upon 
the  Continent  of  America ,  or  in  the  Iflands,  in  order  to 
cafe  the  Public  of  the  Charge  of  them,  and  for  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  the  Britijh  Commerce  K 

On  the  29th  of  April %  17 11,  Sir  Hovenden  Waller 
failed  with  the  Men  of  War  and  Tranfports  under  his 
Command  \  but  coming  off  of  the  Start  the  ift  of  May y 

a 


1  Befides  thefe  Inftruftions,  the  Admiral  was  furnifhed  with 
Copies  of  thofe  fent  to  the  refpeftive  Governors  of  Mafla- 
chufets-Bay,  and  New  Hampftiire  ;  the  additional  Inftruftions 
fent  to  the  Governor  of  New  York,  as  well  as  thofe  to 
Francis  Nicholfon,  Efq;  and  the  Governors  of  Connecticut, 
Rhode-Iftand,  Providence,  and  Penfilvania,  that  he  might  be 
convinced,  the  Adminiftration  had  taken  all  the  Care  in  their 
Power,  that  he  might  not  fail  for  want  of  proper  AfMance, 
or  be  in  any  Doubt  as  to  what  was,  or  was  not  in  the  Power, 
of  fuch  Perfons,  as  he  in  the  Courfe  of  bis  Expedition  might 
have  Occafion  to  apply  to ;  which,  without  Doubt  was  very 
afeful,  and  highly  proper  in  his  Circumftances. 
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a  Wefterly  Wind  obliged  him  to  put  into  'Plymouth  k  ; 
from  whence,  he  failed  again  in  two  Day’s  Time,  and 
continued  his  Voyage  very  happily  towards  New  Eng¬ 
land,  where  he  arrived  on  the  24th  of  June ,  without 
any  other  Accident,  than  that  of  two  of  his  Captains  dif- 
obeying  his  Orders,  viz .  Captain  Seans  of  The  Edgar , 

and 


k  As  Idiave  all  along  endeavoured  to  treat  every  Subject 
that  fell  in  my  Way  as  impartially  as  poflible,  fo  I  think  it 
my  Duty  to  give  the  Reader  here  a  Letter  from  Lord  Boling- 
broke  to  the  Admiral,  which  I  think  evidently  proves,  that 
Minifter  had  this  Defign  as  much  at  Heart,  as  any  Man  in  his 
Station  could  have. 

“SIR, 

The  Wind  being  come  about  to  the  South ,  I  take  it  for 
“  granted,  that  this  Letter  will  find  you  at  Plymouth,  or  at 
“  Torbay,  the  ufual  Bane  of  our  Maritime  Expeditions.  You 
muft  allow  me  to  tell  you,  that  the  Queen  is  very  uneafy 
<c  at  the  unaccountable  Lofs  of  Time  in  your  Stay  at  Portf- 
“  mouth  ;  and,  if  The  Devonlhire  could  not  be  refitted  fooner, 
you  ought  rather  to  have  left  her  behind,  than  delay  your 
Sailing.  If  the  Tranfports  were  the  Occafion  of  this  Mis¬ 
fortune,  the  Cqmmiffioners,  or  Makers  of  them  are  to 
“  blame,  and  fhould  be  complained  of.  I  take  it  for  granted, 
iC  if  you  continue  any  Time  Wind-bound,  that  you  will  be 
“  ftopt  f°r  good  and  all ;  that  the  whole  Expence  and  Trouble 
“  Wlil  be  thrown  away ;  and  that  we  (hall  make  as  little  of 
our  Fleet  this  Year,  as  we  have  done  in  former  Summers, 
cale  Providence  will  carry  us  forward  in  Spight  of  our 
(f  T-Cth  ;  I  hope  the  laft  Delay  will  be  a  Warning  to  you, 
„  and  that  y°u  will  improve  To-day,  inftead  of  depending 
«  uP°n  Jo-morrow.  If  any  Thing  is  to  be  ordered,  or  done 
«  £ere,j.  ?  me  know  by  Exprefs,  and  there  fhall  be  as  much 
«  ^  *Pedlt*on  ukd,  as  I  wilh  there  had  been  at  Portfmouth. 

,  ave  t0  Coleby’  t0  S°  wherever  you  are  driven  back, 

t  rat.  tbls  *art  °f  tbe  Service  may  have  the  due  Care  taken 
of  it. 


“  Whitehall, 

“  May  1 , 1711. 


‘‘Iam  SIR,  &c.” 
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ana  Captain  Butler  in  the  Dunkirk  ;  they  had  both  Cha¬ 
fed  without  Signal  and  left  the  Fleet,  notwithllanding 
the  ftrift  Injundion  of  the  Admiral,  grounded  on  his  In- 
ftnuflions  to  the  contrary.  As  Captain  Soans  had  joined 
tlte  Fleet  again  the  next  Day,  he  was.  only  Mulct  three 
Months  Pay ;  but  Captain  Butler ,  having  never  been  feen 
by  the  Fleet,  till  their  Arrival  at  Nantasket  near  Bqfton, 
was  difcharged  and  difmifled  from  his  Command  The 
Admiral  was  far  from  meeting  in  New  England ,  with  that 
hearty  Zeal  for  the  Service  which  he  expeded,  for  being 
obliged  to  take  up  a  great  Quantity  of  Provifion  for  the 
Service  of  the  Fleet  and  Trantports,  he  found  the  ut- 
mofi  Difficulty  therein,  as  appears  very  clearly  from  the 
authentic  Papers  inferted,  or  annexed  by  way  of  Ap¬ 
pendix  to  his  Account,  From  thefe  it  appears,  that  the 
Perfon  who  was  depended  upon  for  that  Service,  not  on¬ 
ly  refufed  it,  but  endeavoured  to  ierve  his  private  Inte- 
reft,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Public,  by  buying  up  great 
Quantities  pn  his  own  Account,  in  order  to  vend  them 
again  to  w  hoever  fhould  undertake  to  fupply  the  Fleet  j 
fo  that  by  the  Slownefs  of  the  Colony,  and  the  Avarice 
of  this  particular  Perfon,  the  whole  Expedition  was 
ruined.  The  Admiral  and  General  did  all  that  was  in 
their  Power,  by  Memorials  and  Sollicitations,  to  remedy 
this  Inconvenience  ;  but  to  little,  or  no  purpofe,  lince 
the  Inhabitants  were  extreamly  fenlible  of  their  own  In-' 

tereft 


_ 1  The  Sentences  of  thefe  Court  Marfhals  are  in  the  Appen¬ 
dix  to  Sir  Hovenden  Walker’s  Account;  where  in  that  of  Capt. 

.Thomas  Lutler  it  is  faid,  that  he  feparated  from  the  Fleet  on 
the  28th,  of  May,  in  Order  to  Chafe  a  fmall  Ship  which  he 
took,  and  applied  the  Produce  for  his  own  private  Advantage, 
by  which  he  was  guilty  of  a  pofitive  breach  of  Orders  and 
Difcipline. 
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tereft,  and  deaf  to  every  thing  elfe.  General  Nicholfm 
came  to  Bofton ,  and  gave  all  the  AfMance  that  was  in 
his  Power,  and  io  did  fame  other  Public-fpirited  Perfons, 
without  which,  it  had  been  impoflible  for  the  Fleet  and 
Forces  to  have  proceeded  at  all ;  and  as  it  was,  they  found 
it  impra&icable  to  leave  Bofton  before  the  30  h,  of  July , 
when  with  a  few  Pilots  on  Board,  who  profeffed  their 
own  Ignorance  and  went  again!!  their  Will,  Sir  Hoven- 
den  Walke r  failed  for  Quebec  ra. 

O  n  the  14th  of  Auguft  he  reached  the  Bird-Jflandst 
which,  lie  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  from 
Cape  Anne^  and  having  fent  The  Chefer ,  Leopard  and 
Sapphire ,  to  Cruife  between  Placentia  and  Cape  Breton , 
on  an  Ifland  oppofite  to  Newfoundland ,  expecting  their 
joining  him  in  his  Paflage  to  Quebec ,  the  former  of 
which  Ships  had  taken,  and  fent  into  Bofion  before  he 
Sailed  thence,  a  Ship  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 

Tons,  with  10  Guns  that  had  feventy  Men  on  Board, 

% 

whereof  thirty  were  Soldiers  for  the  Garrifon  of  Quebec* 
The  Leowjlajf^  Feverjham ,  Enterprize  and  TritoTs 
Prize ,  all  fmall  Frigates  which  were  Rationed  at  New 
York  and  Virginia ,  he  ordered  to  join  him  off  of  Cape 
Breton ,  being  empowered  by  her  Majefty’s  Orders  fo  to  do, 
if  he  (hould  find  it  neceflary  3  and  this  he  the"  rather  did, 
becaufe  of  the  Ufe  they  might  be  to  him  in  his  proceeding 
up  the  River  to  Quebec )  which  Navigation  moll  of  the 
People  with  whom  he  had  fpoken,  reorefented  to  be  very 
dangerous 3  and  therefore  he  rightly  judged  The  Huntber 
and  Devonjhire ,  which  mounted  80  Guns  each,  too  big 

to 


m  See  Sir  Hovenden  Walker’s  Account.  Burchet,  Complete 
Hiftory  of  Europe  for  the  Year  1 7 1 1 .  A  nnals  of  Queen  Anne, 
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to  be  ventured  thither,  for  which  Reafon,  he  fent  them 
Home,  and  fhifted  his  Flag  on  board  The  Edgar,  a  Ship 
of  70  Guns,  General  Hill  removing  into  The  Windfor, 
which  carried  ten  lets ;  but  fince,  he  had  Information 
that  a  Ship  of  60  Guns,  and  another  of  30,  were  ex¬ 
pected  from  France  very  fuddenly,  he  ordered  the  afore- 
laid  Ships,  Humber  and  Eevonjhire ,  to  cruize  on  the 
opening  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence ,  until  the  lait  of 
Auguf ,  and  then  to  purfue  their  Voyage  home.  He  had 
very  fair  Weather  until  he  got  into  the  faid  Bay,  when  it 
became  changeable ;  fometimes  thick  and  foggy,  and 
other  whiles  calm  and  little  Winds,  and  the  Navigation 
appeared  to  be  intricate  and  hazardous.  The  18th  of 
Augujl, ,  when  he  was  off  of  Gajpe  Bay,  near  the  Entrance 
of  the  River  Canada ,  it  blew  frefh  at  N.  W.  and  left 
the  Tran  (ports  Ihould  be  feparated,  and  blown  to  Lee¬ 
ward,  he  Anchored  in  the  Bay,  where  ftaying  for  an 
Opportunity  to  proceed  up  the  River,  he  burnt  a  French 
Ship  that  was  Fifhing,  not  being  able  to  bring  her 
off". 

On  the  20th,  of  Augujl  the  Wind  veering  Wefter- 
]y,  the  Admiral  had  hopes  of  gaining  a  Paffage,  but  the 
next  Day  Afternoon,  it  proved  foggy,  and  continued  fo 
all  Night  and  the  Day  following,  with  very  little  Wind 
till  the  Afternoon,  when  there  was  an  extream  thick 
Fog,  and  it  began  to  blow  hard  at  E.  and  E.  S.  E. 
which  rendering  it  impoflible  to  fteer  any  Courfe  with 
Safety,  having  neither  Sight  of  Lands  nor  Soundings,  or 
Anchorage,  He  by  the  Advice  of  the  Pilots  then  on 

Board 


“  Sir  Hovenden's  Account,  p.  121. 
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Board  him,  both  Fnglijh  and  French ,  who  were  the  bell: 
in  the  Fleet,  made  the  Signal  for  the  Ships  to  bring  to 
with  their  Heads  Southward,  at  which  time  it  was  about 
Eight  at  Night,  believing  that  in  that  Pollute,  they  fhould 
not  come  near  the  North  Shore,  but  rather  have  driven 
with  the  Stream  in  the  mid  Channel ;  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  as  they  lay  with  their  Heads  Southward,  and  the 
Winds  Eallerly,  in  two  Hours  time  he  found  himfelf  on 
the  North  Shore  among  the  Rocks  and  Illands,  at  lead, 
fifteen  Leagues  farther  than  the  Log-line  gave,  where  the 
whole  Fleet  had  like  to  have  been  loll ;  the  Men  e- 
fcaping  the  danger  with  the  utmoft  Difficulty,  but  eight 
Traniport-Ships  were  call  away,  and  almoll  nine  hun¬ 
dred  Officers,  Soldiers  and  Seamen  perilhed0.  The 
French  Pilot  (who,  as  it  was  faid,  had  been  forty  Voyages 
in  this  River,  and  eighteen  of  them  in  Command)  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  when  it  happens  to  be  fo  Foggy  as  to 
prevent  the  fight  of  the  Land,  it  is  impoflible  to  judge 
of  the  Currents,  or  to  lleer  by  any  Courfe ;  for  that  he 
himfelf  had  loll  two  Ships,  and  been  another  time  call 

away 


&  The  Admiral  has  Publifhed  the  following  ’Account  of  the 
Ships  and  Men  that  were  loll  by  this  unlucky  Accident. 


Ships  Names. 
Tranfports. 

Ifabella  Anne  Katherine, 
Smepna  Merchant 
Samuel  and  Anne 
Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth 
Marlborough 
Chatham 
Colcheiler 
Content,  Victualler 


Men  Men  ~  . 

loft,  faved.  ^  Regiment. 

192  7  or  8  Colonel  WendreiTe, 

200  3  o  — ■ - Kaine, 

14.2  7  or  8  Lieut.  Gen.  Seymour, 

10  188 - — 'Ditto 

130  30  Colonel  Clayton, 

60  40 - Windrelie, 

150  i8oLieut«  Gen.  Seymour, 

XS 
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away  upon  the  North  Shore,  when  he  judged  himfelf 
neai  the  South  ;  infomuch,  that  it  was  extream  difficult 
to  procure  Men  in  France ,  to  proceed  on  fo  dangerous  a 

Navigation,  fince  almoft  every  Year  they  fuffered  Ship- 

wreck  p. 

s  I  R  Hovenden  Walker  plied  two  Days  after  this 
with  freffi  Gales  at  W.  and  S.  in  order  to  fave  what 
Men  and  Stores  he  could,  and  on  the  25th  of  Augufty 
by  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the  General,  he  called  a 
Council  of  War,  confining  of  all  the  Sea-Officers, 
wherein  great  Debates  arofe,  moft  of  the  Captains  being 
rather  inclined  to  cenfure  the  Admiral’s  ConduCl,  in  not 
calling  a  Council  of  War  before  he  left  Bojlon ,  than 
to  give  him  any  Reafon  to  grow  fond  of  Councils  of 
War,  by  the  Advice  they  gave  him  in  this.  Sir  Hoven¬ 
den  told  them  plainly,  that  if  he  had  aCled  amifs  in  what 
they  mentioned,  he  was  to  anfwer  for  it  in  another  Place, 
and  that  the  Nature  of  the  Service,  and  the  Circumftan- 
ces  they  were  in,  required  them  to  confine  their  Delibe¬ 
rations  to  another  Matter ;  and  therefore,  in  order  to  cut 
fhort  thefe  unneceflary  Debates,  he  would  propofe  the 
fingle  Queftion,  proper  tor  their  prefent  Confideration ; 
which  was,  whether  they  thought  it  Practicable  to  get  up 
to  Quebec  or  not  ?  Upon  which  they  came  unanimoully 
to  the  following  Refolution,  (viz.)  “  That,  by  reafon 
of  the  Ignorance  of  the  Pilots,  it  was  wholly  imprac- 

ticable 


p  Sir  Hovenden  himfelf,  gives  Mr.  Burchet  this  Account, 
in  a  Letter,  fent  him  exprefs  by  Captain  Cook,  of  the  Leopard, 
dated  from  on  board  The  Edgar  in  Spanifli  River  Bay,  Septem¬ 
ber  12,  1 7 1 1  -  And  indeed,  all  the  French  Writers  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  give  us  a  Defcription  of  Canada,  and  the  River  of  St. 
Lawrence,  confirm  it ;  fo  that,  without  Queilion,  the  Truth  of 
this  Report  may  be  relied  on. 


v 
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t<  tlcable  to  go  up  the  River  of  St.  Lawrence ,  with  the 
<c  Men  of  War  and  Tranfports,  as  far  as  Quebec  ;  as 
<c  alfo  the  Uncertainty  and  Rapidity  of  the  Currents,  as 
“  by  fatal  Experience  was  found  q  Upon  this,  The 
Saphire  was  fent  to  Bojton ,  with  an  Account  of  the  Mif- 
fortune,  and  The  Montague  to  find  out  The  Humber  and 
Devonjhire ,  and  to  flop  all  Ships  bound  up  to  Quebec  ; 
and  The  Leopard  being  left  with  fome  Sloops  and  Bri¬ 
gantines,  to  take  any  Men  from  the  Shore  that  might  be 
faved,  and  to  endeavour  to  weigh  fome  Anchors  left 
behind,  he  proceeded  to  Spanijh  River ,  in  the  Ifland  of 
Breton ,  the  Rendezvous  he  had  appointed,  there  to  be 
perfectly  informed  of  the  State  of  the  Army  and  Fleet, 
and  to  fettle  Matters  for  their  further  Proceedings  *  but 
all  the  Ships  did  not  join  till  the  7  th  of  September r. 

The  Admiral  being  very  fenfible  of  the  Reproaches 
that  would  be  call  upon  him,  if,  after  failing  in  his 
Attempt  on  Quebec ,  he  fhould  return  Home  without  fa 
much  as  attempting  Placentia ,  communicated  his 
Thoughts  upon  this  Subjedl,  very  freely  to  the  General, 
and  fome  Land-Officers,  intimating,  at  the  fame  Time, 
fome  Doubt,  whether  his  Inftrudtions  would  warrant 
fuch  a  Condudt,  without  receiving  frefh  Orders  from 

Vol.  IV.  O  England. 


q  This  Refolution  was  not  taken  upon  any  haffy  Refent- 
ment  of  the  late  Accident ;  but  after  mature  Deliberation,  and 
very  itrift  Examination  of  every  Pilot  on  Board,  who  all  of 
them  agreed  in  con  felling  their  Ignorance  j  and  even  Colonel 
Vetch,  who  declared  himfelf  the  bell  Pilot  for  that  River,  now 
defired  to  be  excufed  from  medling  with  Sea- Affairs,  and  faid, 
he  could  not  take  Charge  fo  much  as  of  a  fingle  Ship. 

r  See  Sir  Hovenden  Walker’s  Account,  p.  134.  Burchet, 
Complete  Hihory  of  Europe  for  the  Year  1711*  Life  of  Queen 
Anne. 
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Ragland.  General  Hill  agreed  with  him  in  the  main, 
that  it  was  a  great  Misfortune  to  the  Nation,  and  very 
unlucky  for  themfelves,  that  hitherto  they  had  met  with 
fo  little- Succefs  in  this  Expedition;  but  was  quite  of  a 
different  Opinion,  as  to  the  Return  of  the  Fleet  and 
Forces  to  England ,  which  he  judged  to  be  abfolutely  in 
the  Admiral’s  Power;  however,-  he  advifed  him  to  call 
a  fecond  Council  of  War,  and  to  be  determined  by  the 
Opinion  of  the  Sea  and  Land-Officers,  to  which  the 
Admiral  readily  agreed  ;  and  accordingly  he  made  a 
Signal  for  a  General  Council  of  War  of  Sea  and  Land- 
Officers,  on  Saturday  the  8  th  of  September ,  in  Spanijh- 
Etvei  Road ;  and  in  this  Council,  it  was  unanimouily  de- 
teimined,  that  any  Attempt  upon  Placentia ,  corffidering 
the  latenefs  of  the  Seafon,  and  their  Circumllances,  was 
utterly  impracticable  s.  Ehe  Admiral  had  now  nothing 

more 


As  this  Reflation  abfolutely  decided  the  whole  Bulinefs ;  as 
it  contains  the  Reafons  upon  which  the  Officers  concerned,  pro- 
cecaed  ;  and  as  it  fully  proves  the  Innocence  of  the  Admiral, 
and  the  General,  in  this  Affair,  the  whole  of  which  it  fees 
maful  and  clear  Light ;  I  think  it  neceffary  to  tranferibe 

Council  ^’  WKh  thC  NameS  °f  the  °fficers  P«*nt  «  this 

1  he  Tweuty-fii  ft  Article  of  her  Majefty’s  Inilrudlions  to  the 
Geneial,  for  attacking  P,acentia  in  Newfoundland,  in  his  Re¬ 
turn  from  Canada,  together  with  the  tenth  Article  of  the  Ad¬ 
miral  s  lnflruaions  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  being  feverally  read 
to  the  Counci.  of  War;  as  aho,  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Dudley 
Governor  of  New-England,  to  the  Admiral,  touching  the 
atenefs  of  the  Preparation  of  Provifions,  r.ow  making  in  that 
Colony  lor  U*  Supply  of  the  Troops,  if  they  had  wintered 
at  Quebec  ;  all  which  being  maturely  confidered,  and  debated, 
the  Queinon  was  put  as  follows,  viz.  The  St  te  of  Provifions 
or  the  Ships  of  War,  and  Land-Forces,  being  confidered.  which 
Provifions  not  amounting  to  above  ten  Weeks,  at  ffiort  Allow¬ 
ance,  computing  it  from  the  1 2th  of  this  Iniiant,  September, 

as 


\ 
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more  to  do,  than  to  provide  the  bed  he  could  for  his  fafe 
Return  Home,  and  for  the  due  Diftribution  of  Ships  and 
Forces  to  their  refpeddive  Stations  and  Garrifons  through¬ 
out  North  America ,  which  he  feems  to  have  performed 
with  all  the  Care  and  Diligence  imaginable ;  and  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Command,  he 
preferved  a  perredl  Underdanding  with  the  Lapd-Qffi- 
cers,  and  gave  all  the  Affidance  that  was  either  defired, 
or  could  be  expe&ed,  to  the  feveral  Governors  of  our 
Settlements  in  that  Part  of  the  World.  In  his  Voyage 

O  2  -  Home, 


as  appears  by  the  Agent  Victuallers  Signed  Account  thereof, 
and  allowing  it  to  be  all  good,  and  to  hold  but  to  that 
Time,  the  faid  12th  of  September,  being  the  fooneff  we  can 
fail  from  thence  ;  and  there  being  no  Hopes  of  any  Supply  from 
New'Engbnd,  before  the  Beginning  of  November  next,  at 
fooneft,  as  appears  by  the  Advice  received  in  the  aforefaid 
Letter  from  the  Governor  of  New-England,  and  the  Opinion 
of  two  of  the  Members  of  the  Council  of  War,  who  knew 
that  Country,  together  with  the  Uncertainty  of  any  Provificns 
coming  to  us  at  Newfoundland,  by  reafon  the  Seafon  of  the 
Year  is  fo  far  advanced,  which  makes  the  Navigation  of  that 
Coafl  fo  dangerous  :  The  Council  of  War  is  unanimoufly  of 
Opinion,  that  the  Attempt  for  reducing  Placentia,  under  the 
Circumllances  and  Difficulties  above  -  mentioned,  is  at  this 
Time  altogether  impradicable,  and  that  it  is  for  her  Majefty’s 
Service,  that  the  Squadron  and  Tranfports  with  the  Britifh 
Troops,  do  forthwith  return  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  Forces 
railed  in  New-England  to  that  Colony. 


Hovenden  Walker, 
Jofeph  Soanes, 
John  Mitchell, 

R.  Arris, 

G.  Walton, 

Henry  Gore, 

G.  Paddon, 

John  Winder, 

John  Cockburn, 
James  Cook, 


J.  Hill, 

Charles  Churchill, 
William  Windreffe, 
M.  Kempenfelt, 
jafper  Clayton, 

F.  Kirk, 

H.  Difney, 

Richard  Kane, 
Samuel  Vetch, 

Sha.  Wakon, 
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Home,  he  met  with  no  Accidents,  that  either  retarded 
his  Paffage,  or  added  to  the  Misfortunes  he  had  already 
met  with ;  but  arrived  fafely  at  St.  Helens,  on  the  9th 
of  October  17  n,  with  the  Fleet  and  Tranfports  under 
his  Command.  On  the  13th,  the  Soldiers  having  all  had 
their  Quarters  alligned  them,  and  the  Tranfports  being 
directed  to  the  feveral  Ports,  where  the  Regiments  were 
to  embark,  tne  Admiral,  having  had  Leave  for  that  Pur* 
pofe,  fet  out  for  London.  On  the  15th,  the  Admiral’s 
Ship,  in  which  he  had  hoiiled  his  Flag,  The  Edgar ,  a 
Thiid  Rate,  of  70  Guns,  blew  up  at  Spithead^  by  which, 
feveral  hundred  Seamen  were  loft,  with  all  Sir  Hovenden 
Walker’s  Furniture,  Stores,  and  public  Papers,  Books, 
Draughts,  Journals,  Charts,  £*.  with  all  the  Officers 
Original  Demands,  Supplies,  and  Receipts ;  which  was 
certainly  a  very  great  Misfortune  to  him,  and  fuch  a  one, 
as  did  by  no  means  deferve  to  be  heightened  by  any 
groundlefs  or  malicious  Reflections  >  which,  however, 
were  not  fpared  upon  that  melancholly  Occafion.  That 
very  Evening,  Sir  Hovenden  waited  upon  Secretary  St. 
John,  who  exprefied  an  extraordinary  Concern,  on  the 
JMifcarriage  of  the  Expedition.  On  the  19th,  the  Ad¬ 
miral  was  introduced  to  the  Queen  at  Windjor ,  by  the 
Duke  of  Shrewjbury ;  when  her  Majefty  received  him 
very  kindly,  gave  him  her  Hand  to  kifs,  and  told  him. 
She  was  glad  to  fee  him '. 

The  Reflections  made  by  Mr.  Secretary  Burchet,  up¬ 
on  this  Expedition,  are  fo  extraordinary,  and  fo  out  of 

his 


‘See  Sir  Hovenden  Walker’s  Account,  p.  155,  156  Bur- 

chet  s  Naval  Hiltory,  p.  781,  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiltory, 
Yoh  11.  p.  685. 
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his  ufual  way  of  Writing,  that  I  cannot  help  laying 
them  before  the  Reader,  with  a  few  Remarks.  “  Thus 
“  ended  fays  he,  an  Expedition  fo  chargeable  to  the  Na- 
tion,  and  from  which  no  Advantage  could  reafon- 
ably  be '  expected,  confidering  how  unadvifedly  it 
wasfet  on  Foot,  by  thofe  who  nurfed  it  upon  falle 
Suggeftions  and  Reprefentations.  Befides,  it  uccafion- 
<c  ed  our  drawing  from  our  Army  in  Flanders,  under 
<c  the  Command  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlbo • 
cc  rough ,  at  lead,  fix  Thoufand  Men ;  where,  inftead  of 
16  beating  up  and  down  at  Sea,  they  might,  under  his  au- 
fpicious  Conduct,  have  done  their  Country  Service, 
(C  Nay,  there  may  be  added  to  the  Misfortunes  Abroad, 
<f  an  unlucky  Accident  which  happened  even  at  their 
<c  Return  on  our  own  Coaft  ;  for  a  Ship  of  the  Squadron 
called  Fhe  Edgar  of  70  Guns,  had  not  been  many 
iC  Days  at  an  Anchor  at  Spithead ,  ere  (by  what  Caufe  is 
<c  unknown)  fhe  blew  up,  and  all  the  Men  which  were 
on  Board  her  perifhed”  u. 

The  firft  Part  of  this  Obfervation  is  taken  from  Sir 
Hovenden  Walker's  Letter  ;  but  whereas  he  fays  plainly, 
that  as  the  Scheme  was  contrived  by  the  People  of  New 

O  3  England , 


u  See  his  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  781.  What  feems  to  have 
drawn  fo  much  Refentment  upon  this  Gentleman,  was,  his  be¬ 
ing  confidered  as  a  Favourite  of  this  Administration.  At  the 
Change  of  the  Ministry,  he  was  Superintendant  at  Plymouth, 
and  was  promoted  to  the  vacant  Flag  in  the  Month  of  March, 
1 71 1,  as  he  tells  us  himfelf,  out  of  regard  to  Seniority.  In 
the  Month  of  April,  he  was  Knighted,  and  appointed  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  this  Expedition,  in  which  his  Condudl  ap¬ 
peared  fo  little  blameable  to  her  Majefty,  and  her  Council, 
that,  as  we  lhall  fee  hereafter,  he  was  again  appointed  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  in  the  Well-Indies,  in  order  to  relieve  Coin* 
modore  Littleton,  and  difcharged  his  Trull:  with  great  Reputa¬ 
tion. 


* 
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England $  fo  it  was  ruined  through  their  ill  Gondudl  • 
jet  as  it  Hands  with  Mr.  Burchet ,  it  looks  rather  like  a 
Reaction  on  tne  Adminiftration.  1  he  Oefign  itfelf 
was  undoubtly  good  ;  it  was  thought  of  before  5  it  was 

attempted  loon  arter  the  Revolution.  All  thinking 
Men  in  North  America ,  faw  not  only  the  Expediency, 
bin  the  Neceffity  oi  ir,  ana  that  in  the  Thing 

ftood  thus ;  we  mult  either  ufe  our  Superiority  for  the 
Deilrudlion  of  the  French ,  or  expedt  Deftru&ion  from 
them5  when  through  our  Negledf,  and  their  own  Dili¬ 
gence  they  become  Superior  to  us.  It  was,  therefore,  no 
Objection  at  all,  either  to  the  AdminiHration,  or  to 
Admiral  Walker^  that  their  I  houghts  were  fo  much 
bent  on  a  Matter  of  fo  High  Confequence  to  the  Com¬ 
merce  and  Navigation  of  Great  Britain ;  efpecially  a£ 
fuch  a  Juncture,  when,  il  we  had  fucceeded  in  our  I )t.~ 
lign,  toe  r  ofieffion  of  Canada  mull  have  been  yielded 
to  us  by  a  Peace.  The  fiiort  Victualling  of  the  Fleet, 
•which  fonre  have  interpreted  as  a  Proof  that  the  Mi- 
niftry  were  not  in  Earneft,  was  in  FaCt,  an  Evidence 
of  the  Contrary ;  for,  if  they  had  intended  to  make  a  Shew 
only,  they  would  molt  certainly  have  Victualled  the 
Fleet  for  the  whole  Voyage.  But  then,  this  would  have 
difeovered  the  Delign,  long  before  they  failed  ;  and  it  is 
molt  certain,  that  by  following  the  contrary  Method 
the  Secret  was  very  well  kept.  In  the  next  Place,  it  is 
no  lefs  certain,  that  Sir  Hovenaen  arrived  in  Bofton  in 
very  good  Time ;  and  if  the  People  of  New-England, 
initead  of  that  backwardnefs  which  they  exprelfed,  and 
which,  as  appears  from  fome  intercepted  Letters,  was  in 
part  occafioned  by  the  Intreagues  of  fome  French  Agents 
among  them;  I  fay,  if,  infteadof  this  backwardnefs,  they 
had  ftiewn  that  Zeal,  that  from  their  Duty  to  their  Mo¬ 
ther- 
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ther-Country,  their  own  warm  Profeffions,  and  the  In- 
tereft  they  had  in  the  Execution  of  this  Defign,  might 
well  have  been  expefted,  the  Scheme  could  not  have 
failed.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  there  is  not  the  leaft 
Ground  for  faying  that  the  Land  Troops  were  worfe 
employed  under  the  Command  of  General  Hill?  than  they 
would  have  been  in  Flanders ,  under  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  :  I  fay,  there  is  no  Ground  for  Affirming  this, 
unlefs  it  can  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Dutch  Barrier  is  ac¬ 
tually  and  bona  fide ,  of  great  Confequence  to  this  Na¬ 
tion,  that  our  own  Colonies  and  Commerce,  and  I  muff 
for  my  own  Part  confefs,  that  I  can  never  be  much 
prepolTefied  in  favour  of  a  Writer  of  Naval  Hifiory ,  who 
would  infinuate  fuch  Things  to  his  Reader.  Yet  all  he 
fays  of  this  Sort,  is  a  very  Trifle,  v/hen  compared  with 
that  moll  injurious  Suggeflion,  as  to  the  blowing  up  of  the 
Edgar™ ,  which  was  the  highefl  Misfortune  to  the  Admiral, 
and  therefore  it  is  barbarous  in  the  laft  degree,  to  impute 
it  to  him  as  a  Difgrace  ;  nay,  the  very  Turn  given  to  it, 
is  as  filly,  as  it  is  malicious ;  for  if  the  Lofs  of  The  Ed¬ 
gar  had  been  a  thing  contrived,  it  might  in  all  Probabi¬ 
lity  have  been  difcovered  ;  wTereas,  being  purely  acci- 

O  4  dental. 


w  The  blowing  up  of  The  Edgar,  on  the  15th,  of  October, 
was  certainly  a  very  dreadful  Accident ;  fince,  befides  her  Crew, 
there  were  forty  or  fifty  People  from  Portfmouth  and  Gofport, 
who  went  to  fee  their  Friends.  The  Commifiion-Gfficers  had 
the  good  Fortune  to  be  on  Shore.  What  made  it  iliil  the  worfe 
was,  that  our  Seamen  had  a  Notion  of  its  being  very  Omi¬ 
nous,  becaufe  it  was  the  oldeft  Ship  in  the  Navy  ;  and  fome 
went  fo  far  as  to  affirm,  that  it  was  actually  the  Ship  in  which 
King  Edgar  Sailed,  fome  Part  of  the  oldVefTel  being  conftant- 
ly  preferved  every  time  that  the  had  been  Rebuilt,  fo  that  thefe 
were  ail  Ingredients  towards  magnifying  the  Difailers  of  the 
Canada  Expedition ;  and  I  much  wonder  that  this  Tradition 
did  not  find  a  Place  in  Mr.  Burchet’s  Hiflorv, 
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dental,  and  all  the  Men  in  her  being  blown  up,  it  was 
limply  impoffibie  the  Caufe  of  this  Accident  fhould  ever 
be  known.  Another  Party-writer  has  treated  this  Expedi¬ 
tion  as  feverely,  but  with  more  Wit,  Spirit  and  Decency, 
than  the  Secretary  ;  and  to  fhew  my  Impartiality,  I  have 
inferted  his  Refledions  at  the  bottom  of  the  Page*.  Hap¬ 
py  would  it  be  for  us,  if  lefs  of  Party,  and  more  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Spirit,  appeared  in  our  Hiftorians  j  if  the  Defign  of 
every  Expedition  was  impartially  reprefented,  and  Ju- 
Ihce  done  to  fuch  Commanders  as  did  their  bell  to  ferve 
the  Nation,  and  were  difappointed  by  Accidents,  that 
they  could  not  either  forefee,  or  avoid. 

W  e  are  now  to  return  Home,  and  to  confider  what 
palled  in  Parliament,  and  elfe  where,  relating  to  the  Sub- 
jedl  of  this  Work  j  and  in  the  firft  Place,  we  are  to  ob- 

-  ferve. 


The  Author  referred  to  in  the  Text,  was  then  a  Reverend 
Divine,  and  afterwards  a  Right  Revd.  Prelate  of  our  Church, 
who,  in  a  Treat!  fr,  Intitled,  The  Allies  and  the  late  Miniftry 
,,efn  c  aSa,t'ft  France,  p.  j8.  writes  thus.  “  It  was  plain, 
gs  y  tiie  Account  given  of  the  Expedition,  that  it  was  not 
„  Ir*ce^v  a£  Accident,  or  any  Treachery,  that  was  the  Cauie 
€(  °*  tne  Mifcarnage  ;  _  but  a  Complication  of  many  Difficul- 
gt  ^es>  -^orhril,  continues  he,  we  are  told  that  the  River  St. 
«  KWronCe  N*vi§abIe  only  at  one  time  of  the  Year.  We  Jet 
;  but  lf. we  bad  nicked  the  time,  we  could  not  have 
g(  ^  ailcd  £nat  River,  without  very  able  Pilots.  We  had  none: 

*(  taken  the  proper  time,  and  been  provided  with 

«<  rW  °tS’  none  but  SbTs  a  certain  Burthen  can  go  up 
4i  the  River  ;  all  our  Men  of  War  were  too  big.  But  if  Time, 

and  kdots’  and  Ships  has  been  the  moll  proper  for  the  En- 
terpnze,  we  ffiould  have  had  Provifions  for  more  Months, 
tnantx^e  had  Weeks  to  fubfift  the  Fleet  and  Troops  during 
gt  inter* .  ^nd  what  is  more,  if  we  had  gone  in  the  pro- 

Pel  ^  we  bad  bad  good  Pilots ;  if  we  had  carried 

proper  Ships,  and  had  lain  in  fufficient  Provifions,  it’s  faid 
‘‘  the  Enemy  were  fo  well  provided  for  a  Defence,  that  our 
“  forces  were  not  fufficient  ;  tho’  both  Troops  and  Officers 
vyere  fo  Good,  that  nothing  would  have  been  wanted  on 
V  their  Side”.  , 


; 
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ierve,  that  as  the  Parliament  fat  very  late  in  the  Sum* 

mer,  fo  great  Pains  were  taken  to  difcover  as  many  O- 

verfights  in  the  ConduCt  of  the  late  Miniflry,  and  that 

in  as  many  Branches  of  the  public  Bufinefs,  as  it  was 

poflible.  Amongft  thefe,  the  Commons,  on  the  4th  of 

June,  17 1 1,  thought  fit  to  introduce  the  Affairs  of 

the  Fleet  in  the  following  Terms.  “  With  regard  to 

<c  the  Debt  of  the  Navy,  we  find  that  one  great  Difcou- 

ragement  and  Burden,  which  that  Part  of  the  Service 

<c  has  lain  under,  has  been  from  a  Liberty  that  has  been 

*c  ufed  of  diverting  feveral  Sums  iffued  to  that  Service, 

<c  and  transferring  them  to  other  Purpofes,  for  which 

te  they  were  not  intended  ;  particularly,  that  the  Sum 

<c  of  fix  hundred,  and  fix  thoufand,  eight  hundred  and 

cc  fix  Pounds,  feven  Shillings  and  Seven  pence,  belong- 

cc  ing  to  the  Navy,  has  been  paid  for  Provifions  fupplied 

<c  to  Land-Forces  fent  to  Spain  and  Portugal ,  and  for 

«  the  Garrifon  of  Gibraltar  ;  for  which  no  Deductions 

<c  have  been  made  from  the  Pay  of  thofe  Forces,  nor 

any  Part  of  that  Sum  re-affigned  to  the  Victualling, 

notwithflanding,  the  feveral  ACts  of  Parliament  pro- 

vided,  and  the  many  Letters  writ,  and  Reprefenta- 

tions  made  in  theTreafury  in  that  behalf.  This  un- 

“  juftifiable  Proceeding  has  been  a  Difcouragement  to 

<c  the  Seamen,  occafioned  the  paying  extravagant  Rates 

upon  Contracts,  and  has  very  much  contributed  to 

<c  fink  the  Credit  of  the  Navy”. 

♦ 

<c  To  this  we  may  add,  the  many  notorious  Em- 
“  bezzlements,  and  fcandalous  Abufes,  which  appear  to 
*c  have  been  praCtifed,  as  well  as  in  the  Management 
of  your  Majelty’s  Brewhoufe,  as  in  the  Contracts  for 
**  furnifhing  the  Navy  with  Beer.  We  have  already 

prefumed 
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<c  presumed  to  Addrefs  your  Majefty,  that  feveral  Per- 
€c  fons>  we  difeovered  to  have  been  guilty  of  thofe 
“  Frauds,  fliould  be  profecuted  at  Law  for  their  Of¬ 
fences,  and  we  entirely  rely  upon  your  Majefty  ?s  moil 
“  gracious  AfTurance,  That  thofe  p'rofecutions  ihall  be 
effectually  carried  on:  But  we  mull  alfo,  upon  this 
“  Occafion,  beg  leave,  further  to  reprefent  to  your  Ma- 
jehy.  That  the  Commiffioners  appointed  to  take 
“  Care  of  the  Victualling  your  Majefty’s  Navy,  have 
“  been  guilty  of  great  Negligence,  and  Remifsnefs  in 
their  Duty :  For  the  Xnftructions  which  go  along 
with  that  Commiffion,  are  fo  well  adapted  to  thepre- 
“  venting  thofe  very  Abufes  which  have  been  committed, 
that  nothing  but  a  notorious  Mifmanagement  in  that 
Office,  and  an  inexcufable  Neglect  in  purfuing  thofe 
Intrusions,  could  have  given  way  to  the  great  Lofs 
“  the  Public  has  fuftained  in  that  Part  of  the  Service  y.” 

To 


y  Some  of  our  Political  Writers  have  infinuated,  that  all 
this  was  the  mere  Effeds  of  Party  Refentment,  and  a  Con¬ 
trivance  of  the  New,  Miniftry,  to  Mifreprefent  the  Old,  as 
the  Reader  may  find  at  large,  in  the  Hiftory  written  by  Mr. 
Oldmixon,  who  takes  a  great  deal  of  Pains  to  lliew,  that 
thefe  Cenfures  were  abfolutely  Groundlefs ;  but  Bifhop  Bur¬ 
net,  who  had  no  lefs  Refped  for  the  Old  Miniftry,  and  as 
great  Opportunities  of  knowing  the  Truth  of  Things  as  Mr, 
Oldmixon,  gives  us  quite  another  Account  of  the"  Matter* 
which  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  the  Reader  in  his  own 
Words.  “  Harley,  fays  he,  in  the  Houle,  of  Commons,  led 
<e  them  to  enquire  into  fome  Abufes  in  the  Viduallino-  *  the 
Navy  :  They  had  been  publickly  pradifed  for  many  Years, 
46  fome  have  faid,  ever  fince  the  Reftoration.  The  Abufe  was 
“  vifible,  but  connived  at,  that  feveral  Expences  might  be 
tlJ  anfwered  that  Way  :  Some  have  faid,  that  the  Captains 
“  Tables  were  kept  out  of  the  Gain  made  in  it.  Yet,  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe,  who  was  a  Whig,  was  complained 

;  ■  '  *  pf 
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To  this,  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  give  the  following 
very  Gracious  Anfwer.  “  Gentlemen ,  This  Reprcfen- 
“  ration  gives  me  frefh  A  flu  ranees  of  your  Zeal  for  my 
«  Service,  and  for  the  true  Intereft  of  your  Country. 
cc  It  contains  many  Particulars.  I  will  take  them  all  into 
ferious  Confideration,  and  give  the  neceflary  Dircc- 
<c  tions  to  redrefs  the  Grievances  you  complain  of.  Be 

*-V“  -  *  '  /  t  ,  V*  v  '  ** 

<c  allured,  that  your  Advice,  upon  all  Occalions,  has 
4C  the  greateft  Weight  with  me”  z. 

Th.e  Change  of  the  Miniftry,  and  the  Change  of 
Meafures,  made  it  extreamly  requifite  to  countenance 

'  \  '  w  •  * 

in  the  hig heft  Degree  whatever  had  the  Appearance  either 
of  public  Frugality,  or  encouraging  our  Navigation, 

« ■■  1  •  *  **  ’ 

Commerce,  and  Influence  Abroad,  fuch  an  Influence, 
I  mean,  as  might  be  beneficial  to  our  Trade;  and  with 
a  View  to  thefe,  the  Commons  followed  their  Repre- 
fentation  upon  the  7th  of  the  fame  Month,  with  the 
following  Refolutions  to  Addrefs  the  Queen,  “  To  ap- 
“  point  Perfons  to  enquire  into  the  Number  and  Quality 
tc  of  the  Forces  in  her  Majefty’s  Pay  in  Spain  and  Per- 
“  tugal ,  and  to  examine  the  State  of  the  Payments, 
<c  and  Accounts  relating  to  the  faid  Forces,  and  to  the 
cc  Garrifons  and  Fortifications  of  Gibraltar  and  Port - 
cc  Mabone ;  and  alfo  the  Accounts  of  the  Agent- Vidu- 
cc  allqrs,  and  Commiflioners  of  Stores  in  thofe  Parts”. 
They  alfo  Refolved  to  prefent  two  other;  One,  u  That 

“  fhe 


of  ^for  this,  and  expelled  the  Houfe;  and  a  Profecution  was 
oraered  again  it  him  :  But  the  Abufe  goes  on  ftill,  as  avowed¬ 
ly  as  ever.  Here  was  a  Shew  of  Zeal,  and  a  teeming  Dif- 

covery  of  fraudulent  Practices,  by  which  the  Nation  was 
“  deceived”. 

z  Chandler’s  Debates,  Complete  Hiflory  of  Europe  for  the 
Year  17 n,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  &c. 
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“  (he  would  be  pleafed  to  take  fuch  Meafures  as  her 
^  Majefty  fliould  judge  mcft  proper,  for  fupporting  the 
Settlements  in  Africa^  and  preferving  the  African 
Trade,  till  fome  other  Provifion  be  made  by  Parlia- 

“  mcnt  for  the  fame  5  and  that  her  Majefty  would  take 
“  int0  Confideration,  the  Nature  of  that  Trade,  and 
how  it  might  be  beft  carried  on  for  the  Service  of  the 
“  The  other,  «  That  an  Account  be  laid 

“  before  this  Houfe  the  Beginning  of  next  Seffion  of 
“  Parliament  of  the  Diftribution  intended  to  be  made  of 
“  the  Debentures  di reded  to  be  delivered  by  the  Com- 
*e  miffioners  of  T rade  and  Plantations,  for  the  Relief  of 
“  the  Sufferers  in  the  Illands  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chrijlo- 
“  fiber's  and  the  Re-fettlements  made  there  by  the  faid  Suf¬ 
ferers  The  Bulinefs  of  the  Nation  having  been  thus 
fufficiently  provided  for,  the  Queen  thought  proper,  on 
the  1 2th  of  the  fame  Month  of  June ,  to  put  an  End  to 
the  Seffion  by  a  Prorogation  *. 

In  the  Recefs  of  Parliament,  the  New  Miniffry  was 
compleated,  and  they  had  Time  to  form  and  regulate 
their  Defigns.  Robert  Harley ,  Efq;  who  was  then  at 
the  Head  of  it.  Had  a  little  before  the  Rifing  of  the 
Houfes,  been  created  Earl  of  Oxford ,  and  Earl  Marti- 
tner^  and  had  the  Staff  of  Lord  High  Treafurer  deliver¬ 
ed  to  him,  in  order  to  give  the  greater  Luftre  to  his 
Miniftry,  and  Charles  Benfon ,  Efq;  was  conftituted 
Chancellor  and  Under- Treafurer  of  the  Exchequer .  A 
new  Commiffion  was  granted  for  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  at  the  Head  of  which,  was  Charles  Earl  of 

Winchelfea , 


a  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Complete 
Hiftory  of  Europe  for  171 1,  Pointer,  & c. 
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Winchelfea ;  and  the  Lord  Keeper  Har court,  was  raifed 
to  the  Degree  of  a  Baron  of  this  Realm.  Such  other  Pro¬ 
motions  were  made,  as  bell  fuited  with  the  Defigns  of 
the  New  Minillry,  who,  towards  the  End  of  the  Year, 
fhewed  plainly  their  Inclination  to  a  Peace ;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  they  were  forced  to  manage  with  very  great  Cau¬ 
tion.  Neither  was  it  without  much  Anxiety,  that  they 
conlidered  the  Approach  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  early  in  the  Month  of  December ,  as  indeed  they 
had  good  Reafon,  lince  it  was  known,  before  the  Meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Houfes,  that  the  Lords  would  Reprefent  againli 
the  making  any  Peace,  by  which  Spain  and  the  Weji- 
Indies  were  left  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  b. 

On  the  7th  of  December ,  the  Queen  opened  the  Sef¬ 
fion  with  a  Speech,  in  which  fhe  fpoke  much  of  Peace  s 
of  the  Improvement  of  Commerce ;  of  eafing  the  Peo¬ 
ple  5  of  reforming  Abufes  j  of  maintaining  the  Poor  $ 
and,  in  fhort,  of  every  Thing  that  was  proper  to  con¬ 
ciliate  the  Minds  of  moderate  People,  who  were  not  fo 
follicitous  about  Parties,  as  delirous  of  feeing  their  Coun¬ 
try  happy.  The  Houfe  of  Lords  entered,  however,  up¬ 
on  the  Meafures  that  were  expedted  ;  but  the  Commons 
complied  more  readily  with  the  Inclinations  of  the 
Court :  And  as  foon  as  the  Eilimates  were  laid  before 
them,  came  to  a  Refolution,  That  40,000  Seamen,  in¬ 
cluding  8000  Marines,  fhould  be  employed  for  the  Sea- 
Service,  and  that  180,000  Pounds  fhould  be  granted  for 
the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy.  They  like  wife  granted  all 
that  was  required  for  the  Service  of  the  War,  and  made 

Provilions 


b  Complete  Hiflory  of  Europe,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  Poin¬ 
ter,  &c. 
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Provifions  for  raifing  the  mighty  Sum  given  for  the  Ser¬ 
vices  of  that  Year,  and  which  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
6,656,967  Pounds,  very  early,  and  with  a  remarkable 
Chearfulnefs ;  fo  that  it  looked  as  if  the  Minittry  were 
determined  to  make  a  Peace  Sword  in  Hand,  and  to  take 
■  no  Step  that  might  poffibly  encourage  the  Enemy  to 
think  we  would  lay  down  our  Arms,  till  all  the  Ends  of 
.  tIle  Grand  Alliance  were  effe&ually  anfwered.  Sir  John 
Leake  was  now  at  the  Head  of  the  Admiralty,  and  in 
that  Quality  managed  the  Bulinefs  of  the  Board,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  as  the  Seafon  for  Action  ad- 
vanced,  he  leceived  a  Commiffion  to  command  again 
in  the  Channel,  as  he  had  done  the  Year  before;  and 
the  Command  of  the  Squadron  in  the  Soundings 9  was 
left  to  Sir  F  homas  Hardy ,  whofe  Proceedings  we  fhali 
next  refume  as  a  proper  Introduction  to  the  Operations 
of  the  Year  1712.  The  rather,  becaufe  the  Grand  Fleet 
did  little  more  this  Year  than  convoy  a  Body  of  Troops, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-General  Hill,  who  were  fent 
to  take  Poffeffion  of  Dunkirk  ;  which  Service  ended, 
they  returned  into  the  Downs ;  but,  as  to  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy ,  he  continued  to  act  effectually,  and  to  take  all 
the  Caie  that  was  in  his  Power,  to  diltrels  the  Enemy 
in  their  Naval  Concerns,  till  his  Power,  in  this  Re- 
fpect,  was  fuperfeded  by  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace  c. 

Early  in  the  Spring  he  had  Intelligence  of  the  Re¬ 
turn' of  M.  du  CaJJe ,  from  America ,  for  whom  h© 
cruized  with  the  utmoft  Diligence,  during  the  whole 
Month  of  February ;  but  with  little  or  no  Succefs,  ex¬ 
cept 


c  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Continuation  of  Rapin, 
Complete  Hiitory  of  Europe,  &c. 
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cept  picking  up  now  and  then  fome  fmall  French  Veflels. 
He  watched  with  the  fame  Afiiduity  for  M.  du  Guai 
Trmin  ;  but  was  again  difappointed.  In  the  Beginning 
of  the  Month  of  Auguft ,  Sir  "Thomas  chafed  fix  Ships, 
and  a  Tartane .  One  of  them  immediately  hoifled  abroad 
white  Pendant  at  the  Main-top-maft-head,  fliortened 
Sail  5  and  made  a  Signal  for  the  Line  of  Battel ;  and  then 
tacked.,  and  flood  towards  him,  upon  a.Suppofition,  as 
it  was  afterwards  owned,  that  our  Ships  .were  Privateers, 
from  Flujhing ,  with  two  Prizes ;  but  when  they  came 
nearer,  and  found  their  Miftake,  they  kept  their  Wind, 
and  did  all  they  could  to  make  their  Efcape,  our  Ships 
purfuing  them  with  the  utmoft  Diligence,  About  five 
in  the  Afternoon,  the  Admiral  came  up  with  the  biggefl 
of  them,  which  was  The  Griffin ,  a  King's  Ship,  but 
then  in  the  Service  of  the  Merchant.  It  was  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  D’ Aire ,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St* 
Lewis ,  who  fliortened  Sail  immediately,  brought  too, 
and  fent  fome  of  his  Officers  on  board  our  Flag,  to  in¬ 
form  him,  that  he  was  bound  with  Bale  Goods  for  La 
Vera  Cruz ,  and  that  before  he  failed  from  Brejl^  he  had 
received  Letters  from  Paris ,  importing,  that  in  a  few 
Days  he  might  have  had  the  Queen  of  England's  Pafs  ; 
but  that  his  Friends  advifed  him  not  to  lofe  a  Wind,  in 
order  to  wait  for  it;  but  Sir  Thomas  told  the  Lieutenant, 
that  if  they  had  no  Pafs,  he  fhould  look  on  the  Ship  as 
a  good  Prize  ;  and  accordingly,  fent  his  own  Lieutenant 
to  take  Pofleffion  of  her,  himfelf,  with  the  other  Ships 
of  his  Squadron,  continuing  the  Chafe.  About  eleven 
at  Night,  The  IVindfor  engaged  The  St .  EJprit ,  a  Ship 
of  thirty-fix  Guns,  and  175  Men,  laden  with  Bale- 
Goods  for  Cadiz %  and  about  an  Hour  after,  file  blew  up. 
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juft  as  the  Captain  had  given  Orders  to  ftrike  5  but  the 
Captain,  with  about  thirty-five  Men,  were  faved  by  our 
Boats.  The  Berwick  took  The  Adventure ,  of  Havre  de 
Grace,  carrying  twelve  Guns  and  forty  Men,  bound  for 
Newfoundland-,  but  the  Mafter  producing  the  Queen’s 
Pais,  fhe  had  leave  to  continue  her  Voyage.  The  fame 
Ship  took  alfo  The  Incomparable,  of  fixteen  Guns,  bound 
for  Martinico ;  and  The  Ruby  Man  of  War  likewife  took 
a  fmall  French  Ship  of  twelve  Guns,  which  was  alfo 
called  The  Ruby,  bound  for  St.  Domingo ;  fo,  that  of 
this  French  Squadron,  only  one  Ship  of  eight  Guns, 
and  Tre  Tartane ,  efcaped.  The  Griffin  was  certainly  a 
good  Prize ;  but  our  Minifters  were  fo  very  defirous  of 
obliging  their  new  Friends,  that  after  a  long  Suit,  in  or¬ 
der  to  obtain  the  Condemnation  of  the  faid  Veffel,  Sir 
Thomas  Hardy ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Captors,  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  accept  of  a  Sum  of  Money,  far  ihort  of  the 
Value  of  the  Ship  and  Cargo,  which  has  been  juftly 
confidered  as  a  Hardlhip  upon  thefe  brave  Men d. 

Vic  E-Admiral  Baker  was,  in  the  Beginning  of  this 
Year,  at  Lifbon ,  with  a  confiderable  Squadron  of  our 
Ships,  from  whence  he  failed  on  the  8th  of  February , 
in  order  to  cruize  off  Cape  St.  Maries.  He  had  not  been 
long  in  that  Station,  before  he  ran  a  large  Spanijh  Ship 
of  60  Guns  on  Shore,  upon  the  Portugueze  Coaft,  the 

Wind 


d  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  CoiTmlete 
Hirtory  of  Europe  for  the  Year  I;  12,  and  the  Political  Trea- 
tifes  of  that  Year.  In  thefe  laft- mentioned  Pieces,  this  Affair 
is  very  warmly  treated.  The  Truth  feems  to  have  been,  that 
at  this  Jfunaure,  the  Englilh  and  French  Miniitry  flood  in 
need  of  each  others  Indulgence,  and  therefore,  we  need  not 
wonder  at  a  Tranfaftion  of  this  Sort,  common  enough  in  all 
Governments,  under  Circumftances  of  the  like  Nature, 
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Wind  being  at  that  Time  fo  high*  that  they  durft  not 
venture  near  her.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Country, 
however,  went  on  Board  and  plundered  her  ;  the  Cargoe 
confiding  of  Sugar,  Cocoa,  Snuff,  Hides,  and  20,00a 
Pieces  of  Eight.  The  Vice-Admiral  prefented  a  Memo¬ 
rial  to  the  King  of  Portugal ,  fetting  forth  his  Right  to 
her,  and  demanding  that  the  Effects  taken  in  this  clan- 
deftine  Manner  ftiould  be  delivered  up  ;  but  they  were  fo 
effectually  fecreted,  that  it  was  not  in  the  Power  of  the 
Court  to  give  him  any  Redrefs e.  On  his  return  to  Lis¬ 
bon  he  found  Orders  from  England  to  cruize  with  five 
Ships  of  War,  for  the  Security  of  the  homeward-bound 
Brazile  Fleet,  on  which  Service  the  Court  of  Portugal 
defired  he  might  proceed  by  the  9th  of  Aprils  and  that 
two  Frigates  might  be  fent  with  their  outward-bound 
E aft- India  Fleet  as  far  as  the  Maderas .  The  Vice- 
Admiral  was  very  willing  to  comply  with  this ;  but  the 
Difficulty  was  how  to  do  it  without  departing  from  his 
Orders,  fince  he  had  Directions  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  to  fend  two  Ships  to  cruize  in  the  S freights 

Mouth  ;  however,  he  had  hopes  that  the  Dutch  Com- 

\ 

jnander  in  Chief,  would  have  taken  care  of  this  Eajl- 
India  Fleet.  On  the  ift,  of  Aprils  arrived  a  Convoy 
with  Provifions  and  Stores  from  England ,  which  deter¬ 
mined  him,  fince  the  Dutch  had  difappointed  the  Portu- 
gueze  in  their  Expectations,  to  fend  a  fourth  Rate  Fri¬ 
gate  with  the  Eafl- India  Ships  as  far  as  the  Weftern 
Vol.  IV.  P  Iilands, 


e  All  Applications  of  any  kind  were  very  indifferently  re¬ 
ceived  at  this  Court,  from  the  Beginning  of  "the  War,  to  the 
End  of  it;  which  occafioned  many  Reflections  at  Home  upon 
the  Old  Miniftry,  who  did  all  they  could  to  difguife  thefe  Mif- 
chiefs,  which  were  on  the  contrary  rendered  as  Public  as  pciu- 
fole,  in  order  to  ferve  their  cwn  Purpofes  by  the  New. 
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Iilands,  and  to  cruize  himfelf  for  the  Brazil  Fleet,  in 
fitch  a  Station  as  that  he  might  be  eafily  joined  by  the 
before-mentioned  Ship ;  and  at  the  fame  time  he  dif- 
patch’d  Captain  Maurice ,.  with  a  fmall  Squadron  to 
ci uize  in  the  S freights  Mouth.  He  continued  cruizing 
about  tile  \\  eficrn  Wands  for  leveral  Months,  under 
great  Apprehenfions,  that  the  French  Squadron  under 
the  Command  of  M.  Cafard,  was  bound  for  the  Bra- 
j  till  at  ln.fi ,  the  Provilions  on  Foard  his  Squadron 
being  reduced  to  five  Weeks  at  fhort  Allowance,  it  was 
neceilary  for  him  to  think  of  returning  to  Portugal ; 
but  being  Will  apprehenfive  that,  if  the  Brazil  Fleet 
failed  befoie  the  French  Squadron,  the  latter  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  follow  them  to  the  Ferceras ,  where  they  knew 
that  Fleet  muft  call  ;  he  refolved  to  continue  in  his  Sta¬ 
tion  as  long  as  it  was  poflible,  in  order  to  which,  he  en¬ 
gaged  the  Portugueze  to  furnifh  him  with  three  Weeks 
frefli  Provifions.  On  the  nth,  of  September ,  being  off 
the  Wands  of  Fetcera ,  he  met  with  a  Portugueze  Fri¬ 
gate  which  informed  him,  that  he  had  left  the  Fleet  but 
tnree  Days  before,  and  that  he  believed  they  would  be 
that  Day  in  tne  Road  of .  Jhig ray  the  chief  Town  in 
the  Wand  of  Tercera.  Soon  after  he  had  this  Advice* 
a  violem  Storm  arofe,  which  very  much  fluttered  the 
Ships,  and  drove  him  fo  far  away,  that  he  could  not 
fetch  the  Wand  again  ;  and  judging  that  it  mull  alfo 
have  the  fame  Effedt  on  the  Brazil  Fleet,  he  made  an 
eafy  Sail  towards  Lifbony  in  order  to  pick  up  fuch  as 
Would  be  ftraggling  from  their  Convoys  ;  but  had  no 
Sight  or  Intelligence  of  them,  till  he  came  off  of  the 
Rock,  when  he  found  they  arrived  the  very  Day  before 
made  tne  Land  3  and  as  the  Cellation  of  Arms  foon 

after 
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after  happened,  the  Squadron  of  Ships  under  his  Com¬ 
mand  was  called  Homef. 

Sir  John  Jennings  at  this  time  commanded  the 
grand  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ,  and  in  the  Month 
of  May,  joined  the  Dutch  Vice-Admiral  with  the  Tran- 
iports,  having  on  Board  6,500  Men,  which  were  put 
on  Shore  in  two  Days  time  ;  and  his  Imperial  Majefty 
and  Count  Staremberg ,  prefiing  the  neceffity  of  carry¬ 
ing  the  Cavalry  over  from  Italy ,  it  was  refolved  the  Ad¬ 
miral  fhould  return  to  Vado,  from  whence  he  failed  with 

P  2  the 


f  The  Author  of  The  Conduct  of  the  Allies,  that  is,  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Do&or  Swift,  criticizes  upon  thofe  Articles  in  the  Grand 
Alliance,  by  which  we  were  bound  to  take  lb  much  care  of  the 

Concerns  of  this  Prince,  very  freely - By  two  Articles  of  that 

Treaty  (fays  he)  “  Befides  the  Honour  of  being  Convoys, 
“  and  Guards  in  ordinary,  to  the  Portugueze  Ships  and  Coafts, 
is  we  are  to  guefs  the  Enemies  Thoughts,  and  to  take  the 
King  of  Portugal’s  Word,  whenever  he  hath  a  Fancy  that 
he  fhall  be  Invaded.  We  are  alfo  to  furnilh  him  with  a 
te  Strength  Superior  to  what  the  Enemy  intends  to  Invade  any 
<e  of  his  Dominions  with,  let  that  be  what  it  will.  And  un- 
“  till  we  know  what  the  Enemies  Forces  are,  his  Portugueze 
**  Majefty  is  foie  Judge  what  Strength  is  Superior,  and  what 
“  will  be  able  to  prevent  an  Invafion,  and  may  fend  our  Fleets 
“  whenever  he  pleafes  upon  his  Errands,,  to  fome  of  the  fur- 
iC  theft  parts  of  the  World,  or  keeping  them  attending  upon 
“  his  own  Coafts,  till  he  think  lit  to  difmifs  them,  x  Thefe 
cC  Fleets  muft  likewife  be  fubjedt  in  all  Things,  not  only  to  the 
“  King,  but  to  his  Vice-Roy’s,  Admirals  and  Governors,  in 
*c  any  of  his  foreign  Dominions,  when  he  is  in  an  Humour  to 
cC  apprehend  an  Invafion,  which  I  believe  is  an  Indignity  that 
“  was  never  offered  before,  except  to  a  conquered  Nation.  In 
((  the  Defenfive  Alliance  with  this  Crown,  which  is  to  remain 
-  i(  perpetual,  and  where  only  England  and  Holland  are  Parties 
te  with  them,  the  fame  Care  in  almoft  the  fame  Words,  is 
taken  ror  our  fleet  to  attend  their  Coafts,  and  foreign  Do- 
“  minions,  and  to  be  under  the  fame  Obedience.  We  and  the 
**  States,  are  likewife  to  lurnifh  them  with  twelve  thoufand 
Men  at  our  own  Charge,  which  we  are  conftantly  to  Re- 
**  cruit,  and  thefe  are  to  be  Subject  to  the  Portugueze  Ge- 
ec  nerals”. 


* 
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the  Tranfports  on  the  27*  of  July ,  and  arrived  at  Bar¬ 
celona  on  the  7  th  of  Augujl,  where  foon  after  he  received 
the  Queen  s  0;ders  for  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  both  by 
Sea  and  Land,  and  a  Letter  from  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Bolingbroke ,  directing  him  to  fuffer  a  great  French  Com 
Fleet  to  pafs  unmolefted,  every  Ship  of  which  he  mult 
otherwife  have  taken ;  from  this  time  though  the  Ad¬ 
miral  was  no  longer  concerned  in  Military  Operations, 
yet  he  was  very  far  from  being  unadive,  fince  he  tran¬ 
sported  the  Emprefs  with  her  Retinue,  from  Barcelona 
to  Genoa ,  efcorted  30,000  Men  at  two  Embarkations, 
from  Catalonia  to  Naples ,  and  afterwards  carried  over 
the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Savoy,  from  Villa  Franca  to 
their  new  Kingdom  of  Sicily  ;  which,  though  done  in 
the  fucceeding  Year,  I  mention  in  this  Place,  that  I 
may  not  be  obliged  to  return  into  the  Mediterranean , 
meerly  to  fpeak  of  Matters  of  Parade  s. 

W  e  are  next,  according  to  the  Method  hitherto  con- 
llantly  purfued,  to  return  to  the  TVeJl-Indies ,  where  we 
loft  Commodore  Littleton ,  with  a  Imall  Squadron,  pro¬ 
tecting  the  T rade,  and  annoying  the  Enemy  as  much 
as  his  Strength  would  permit;  but  the  Government 
having  certain  Intelligence,  that  the  French  were  lending 
a  conliderable  Force  into  that  Part  of  the  World,  in  or¬ 
der  to  difturb  our  Trade,  and  perhaps  attack  fome  of 
the  Leeward-Illands ;  the  Court  thought  it  necelTary  to 
fend  an  Officer  of  Rank,  with  a  conliderable  Squadron 
thither,  for  which  Service  Sir  Hovenden  Walker  was 
made  choice  of ;  which  fhews  that  the  Adminiftration 
did  not  conceive  he  had  brought  any  Stain  upon  them  by 

his 


*  Burcbet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  lor  1712  and  17131  Annals  ol  Queen  Anne,  &c. 
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fcis  Condudl  in  the  Canada  Expediton.  He  received  his 
Commiffion  in  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  April,  and 
on  the  28th  of  the  fame  Month,  he  failed  from  Stt> 
Helens ,  with  about  an  hundred  Merchant-Ships  under 
his  Convoy.  He  parted  on  the  4th  of  May ,  being  then 
14  Leagues  from  Cape  Finifterre ,  with  The  Litchfield 
and  South-Sea  Cajlle ,  and  The  Trade  bound  to  Portugal ; 
and  arriving  at  the  Madera's  with  The  Monmouth ,  a 
third  Rate,  The  Augufi  and  Centurion ,  fourth  Rates, 
The  Scarborough  and  Roebuck ,  fifth  Rates,  and  a  Frigate 
of  20  Guns ;  it  was  determined  to  leave  the  Barbadoes 
Trade  there,  under  their  proper  Convoy,  confining  of 
Tfie  Woolwich ,  Swallow  and  Lime :  but  that  Fleet  taking 
in  their  Wine  fooner  than  ufual,  failed  with  the  Squadron 
on  the  28th  of  the  fame  Month,  for  the  Weft-Indies * 
On  the  24th  of  June ,  Admiral  Walker  arrived  at  An- 

tegoa ,  where  the  Governor  was  more  apprehenfive  of 
an  Infurredlion  amongft  the  Inhabitants,  than  of  an  In- 
vafion  from  the  French  ;  and  indeed  Things  were,  at  that 
Time,  in  a  very  unfettled  Condition  in  the  Leeward 
IJlands ,  where  the  Governor,  Colonel  Douglas ,  was 
upon  almoft  as  bad  Terms  with  the  People,  as  his  Pre- 
decefior,  Colonel  Parke ,  whom  they  murdered  for  his 
Tyrannical  Behaviour.  Admiral  Walker  promifed  the 
Governor,  that  if  any  Thing  of  that  kind  happened,  he 
Would  fend  him  any  Affiftance  he  fhuuld  require,  from 
Jamaica  ;  but  advifed  him  to  treat  the  People  with  Le¬ 
nity,  and  to  confider,  that  though  he  was  fent  over 
with  Inftrudtions  to  profecute  fuch  as  were  concerned 
in  deftroying  the  late  Governor,  yet  this  was  to  be  done 
in  a  Legal  manner,  and  with  a  due  regard,  to  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  the  Subject*  and  the  monftrous  Provocations 

LP  3  they 
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they  had  received,  before  they  had  proceeded  to  Extre¬ 
mities,  not  juftifiable  indeed,  but  at  the  fame  Time,  not 
altogether  inexcufable.  But  this  Governor,  who  was 
fo  careful  of  his  own  Safety,  gave  him  not  the  leaft 
Intelligence  that  a  French  Squadron  was  expetffed  in 
thofe  Parts;  though,  if  he  had  taken  any  Pains  to  be  pro¬ 
perly  informed,  he  might  have  known  that  the  French 
at  Martinico  expedted,  at  this  very  Time,  the  arrival  of 
M.  Cajfard,  with  nine  Men  of  War.  Sir  Flovenden 
Walker  failing  from  thence,  arrived  fafely  at  Jamaica 
on  the  6  ,  Oi  Jthy ,  where  having  made  the  neceilary 
Difpofitions  Gr  lending  home  The  Irade,  and  ftationing 
properly  the  Ships  under  his  Command,  he  received, 
when  he  leaft  expeded  it,  the  News  by  an  Attempt 
made  by  the  French  upon  Antegoa  and  Montferrat h. 

T h  e  Expedition  of  Monfieur  Cajfard ,  deferves  to  be 
particularly  taken  Notice  of.  He  failed  from  Toulon, 
with  a  ftout  Squadron  of  the  King’s  Ships,  and  is  faid  to 
have  had  general  Inftrudions  to  annoy  the  Enemy 
As  there  Was,  even  at  this  Time,  a  Negotiation  carrying 
on  between  the  Britijh  and  French  Minifters,  it  is  fur- 
prizing,  that  the  latter  did  not  give  him  Orders  to  forbear 
attacking  cur  Coionies,  til!  fuch  Time  as  he  received 
Intelligence  from  France ,  the  negled  of  which  ccca- 
lioned  great  murmuring  in  England,  and  might  have 
retarded  the  Peace,  if  the  News  had  arrived  before  it 
was  fo  far  advanced  *.  M.  Cajfard  failed  fir  ft  to  the 

Ifiand 


h  Burchet,  Britilh  Empire  in  America.  Compleat  Hiftory 
of  Europe.  Annals  of  Queen  Anne  ;  and  if  the  Reader  is  in¬ 
clined  to  enquire  particularly  into  the  Affair  of  Colonel  Parke, 
Mr.  French’s  Hiftory  of  that  Tranfaaion,  and  the  Anfwer 
to  it.  ’  i  have  been  informed,  by  fbme  who  were  very 

well  acquainted  with  the  Polities  of  the  French  Court,  that 
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Ifland  St.  Jago,  which  is  the  Capital  of  the  Iilands  of 
Cape  de  Verd,  of  which  he  made  himfelf  Matter  with¬ 
out  much  Difficulty  ;  and  having  blown  up  the  Fort 
and  carried  off  whatever  he  could  meet  with,  continu¬ 
ed  his  Voyage  for  the  Weft-Indies ,  where  he  arrived 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  July ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  drawn  together  in  Martinico  upwards  of  three  thou- 
fand  Men,  he  had  thoughts  of  attacking  Antegoa  ;  but 
finding  it  very  difficult  to  land  there,  he  fell  upon  Mont- ■ 
ferrat,  where  he  met  with  a  very  feeble  Refiftance  ;  the 
Inhabitants  retiring  into  the  Heart  of  the  Ifland,  where 
in  the  Mountains  they  had  a  Fortrefs  almoft  inexcefla- 
ble.  The  French  continued  upon  the  Place  fome  Days, 
doing  all  the  Mifchief  'poffible  ;  but  having  Informati¬ 
on  that  feveral  of  our  Ships  were  coming  to  the  Relief  of 
the  Ifland,  they  abandoned  it,  though  not  till  they  had 
in  a  manner  totally  deftroyed  it  k.  Some  mifchief  they 
did  to  our  T rade  on  the  Coaft  of  AntegoUy  but  finding 
themfelves  very  much  difliked  by  fuch  as  wilhed  well  to 
Peace,  they  refolved  to  give  over  cruizing  upon  the 
Englijh  ;  upon  which  they  prepared  every  thing  ne- 
ceffary  for  a  longer  Voyage,  and  then  flood  over  to 
the  Continent,  where  they  attacked  the  Dutch  Settle- 

p  4  •  ment 


this  Expedition  was  in  Revenge  of  that  undertaken  againft 
Quebec,  of  which  the  French  have  quite  d.fferent  Notions  from 
thofe  that  prevailed  here  ;  and  with  Reafon,  fince  however  it 
was  executed,  it  was  unquettionably  well  contrived  efpecially, 
as  the  Authors  of  it,  had  even  then  a  Peace  m  their  Hea  s, 
bv  which  unquettionably  they  would  have  got  any  Conquelt 
that  might  have  been  made  by  that  Fleet  effeftually  lecured. 
But  the  French  probably  dengned  a  general  Interruption  or  t  e 
Commerce  of  the  Allies,  in  order  to  bring  them  fooner  to  a 
Peace  ;  for  as  the  Reader  fees  in  the  Text  M.  Caffard,  did  not 
Attack  us  alone,  but  the  Portugueze  alfo,  and  the  Dntc  ■ 
k  Hiftoire  Militaire,  Journal  Hittoriquede  Lewis  XIV.  AUe- 

moires  Hiltoriques, 
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TRt  and  obliged  the  Inhabitants  to  pay  them 

in  °*°°°  TPleCeS  of  E'Sht  bV  way  Of  Contribution,  this  was 

,  ,  Jf°nth  °7f  0{iober  i  and  >n  the  mean  time  Captain 
Archibald  Hamilton  in  her  Majefty’s  Ship  The  Woolwich, 

having  received  an  Account  at  0f  the  Ceffati- 

on  Oi  rms ;  and  that  the  French  had,  notwithstanding, 
earned  feveral  Prizes  into  Martinico  ;  he  fent  a  Ship  thi¬ 
ther  to  demand  them  of  Mr.  Phelypeaux,  General  of 
t  ,e  French  Ulands,  who  ordered  them  all  to  be  reftored, 

and  fuch  Goods  as  had  been  taken  out  of  them,  put  on 
Board  again1. 

Si  R  Hovenden  Walker, ,  in  the  mean  time,  remained 
at  Jamaica ,  where  he  gave  the  neceflary  Orders  for  the 
Security  of  the  Trade,  for  cruizing  on  the  French 
Coalf,  and  for  protecting  the  private  Commerce  of  the 
Inhabitants,  with  the  Spaniards  at  Porto  Bello  St.  Do- 

7}l‘nS°\  “nd  °ther  Places-  While  he  was  thus  employed, 
t  ere  happened,  in  the  Night  of  the  29th  of  Augujl  3 

urncane,  much  more  violent  than  any  that  had  been 
felt  for  many  Years  in  the  Ifland :  It  began  about  Nine 
at  Night,  and  continued  raging  with  the  utmoft  Vehe¬ 
mence  till  Twelve.  The  Lightning  in  the  mean  time 
covered  toe  Earth,  in  continued  Gleams  of  Sulphurous 
Fire,  the  Wind  blowing  all  the  time,  not  only  with  pro¬ 
digious  I  orce,  but  with  a  horrid  Noife.  In  the  Morn¬ 
ing  a  mod  dreadful  Profpedt  appeared,  many  Houfes 
blown  flat  upon  the  Ground,  moll  of  the  reft  ftript  and 
ai  open  ,  rees  torn  up  by  the  Roots ;  the  Weft- 
End  of  the  Church  ruined  by  the  Fall  of  its  Walls j  the 
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Governor’s  Houfe  difmantled,  and  fcarce  a  Dwelling  in 
the  Iiland  remaining  untouched.  Several  People  were 
drowned  on  the  Shore  in  the  Tempeft,  the  Sea  forcing 
the  Boats  and  Canoes  a  great  way  into  the  Land  at  Spa- 
nijh  Town,  and  waftied  away  the  Houfes ;  fo  that,  what 
with  the  Wind  and  the  Water,  there  was  not  above  two 
ftanding,  and  few  or  none  of  the  Ships  of  War,  but 
what  were  either  driven  a-Shore,  loft  their  Mails,  or 
were  otherwife  difabled.  The  Hofpital  was  blown  down 
to  the  Ground,  and  feveral  of  the  lick  People  killed  $ 
and  on  the  ill  of  September ,  a  third  Rate,  The  Mon¬ 
mouth ,  which  had  been  on  the  Coaft  of  HiJpaniolay 
came  in  with  Jury-Mafts,  having  loft  her  proper  Mails  in 
the  violence  of  the  Weather,  and  another  if  her  Main- 
Maft  had  not  given  way,  muft  (as  her  Commander  believ¬ 
ed)  have  inftantly  over-fet.  It  required  fome  Time  to  repair 
the  Damages  which  her  Majefty’s  Ships  fuftained  by  this 
unfortunate  Accident ;  and,  while  this  was  doing,  a  very 
great  Defertion  happened  among  our  Sailors,  owing 
chiefly  to  the  Arts  and  Intrigues  of  the  Captains  of  Pri¬ 
vateers,  who  made  no  fcruple  of  preferring  their  private 
Advantage,  to  the  Security  of  Commerce,  and  the 
Welfare  of  their  Country.  By  the  Time  that  the  Dis¬ 
putes  which  thefe  Tranfa&ions  occafioned  were  tolera¬ 
bly  compofed.  Sir  Hovenden  Walker  received  an  Order 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  return  Home,  after 
having  fir  ft  proclaimed  a  Ceflation  of  Arms,  which  he 
accordingly  did,  and  arrived  in  Dover  Road  on  the  26th 
of  May ,  1713  111 . 

We 


m  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  Hiftory  of  Europe,  Pointer’s  Chro¬ 
nological  Hiltory,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Hiltory  of  the  laft 
War,  &c. 
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'We  are  now  arrived  at  the  Period  of  the  Nava! 
Operations  in  this  War,  and  our  next  Bufinefs  will  be 
to  give  an  Account  of  what  Advantages  were  gained, 
and  of  what  Advantages  might  have  been  gained  by  the 
succeeding  Peace.  It  will  however  be  proper,  previous 
to  this,  to  obferve,  that  the  Adminiftration  had  fome  De¬ 
putes  with  their  old  Friends,  and  their  new ‘Ones  in 
relation  to  the  Affairs  of  Commerce,  before  the  Peace 
was  concluded11.  In  the  firft  place,  it  was  thought  a  little 

hard 


n  It  will  appear  in  the  next  Note,  that  we  thought  our  felves 
much  injured  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Dutch  conducted 
the  War  at  Sea.  Here,  therefore,  from  the  Author  of  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  the  Allies,  I  will  take  notice  of  fome  Complaints  that 
were  made  of  another  Nature,  with  a  View  to  have  it  under¬ 
wood,  that  the  carrying  on  the  War  was  a  thing  now  no  lon¬ 
ger  practicable.  By  the  Grand  Alliance  between  the  Empire, 
England  andjHolland,  we  were  to  affift  the  other  two,  tetis 
^,ipbus,  by  bea  and  Land.  By  a  Convention  fubfeouent  to 
this  Treaty,  the  proportion  which  the  feveral  Parties  ihould 
contribute  towards  the  War,  were  adjufted  in  the  following 
Manner.  The  Emperor  was  obliged  to  furnilh  ninety  thoufand 
Men  again  ft  France,  either  in  Italy,  or  upon  the  Rhine  :  Hol- 
land  to  bring  60,000  into  the  Field  in  Flanders,  exclusive  of 
Garrifons;  and  we  40,000.  In  the  Winter  1702,  which  was  the 
next  Year,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  propofed  the  railing  of 
10,000  Men  more  by  way  of  Augmentation,  and  to  carry  on 
the  War  with  greater  Vigour;  to  which  the  Parliament  agreed* 
and  the  Dutch  were  to  raife  the  fame  Number.  This  was  up! 
on  a  par,  direCtly  contrary  to  the  former  Stipulation,  where¬ 
by  our  Part  was  to  be  a  Third  lefs  than  theirs ;  and  therefore  it 
was  granted  with  a  Condition,  that  Holland  ihould  break  off 
all  Trade  and  Commerce  with  France.  But  this  Condition  was 
never  executed,  the  Dutch  only  amufmg  us  with  a  fpecious 
Declaration,  till  our  Seftion  of  Parliament  was  ended,  and  the 
following  Year  it  was  taken  off  by  Concert  between  our  Ge¬ 
neral  and  States,  without  any  Reafon  aftigned  for  the  Satis¬ 
faction  of  the  Kingdom.  The  next,  and  fome  enfuing  Cam¬ 
paigns,  further  additional  Taxes  were  allowed  by  Parliament 
for  the  War  in  Flanders;  and  in  every  new  Supply,  the  Dutch 
gradually  Jeffened  their  Proportion,  although  the  Parliament 
Addieffed  the  Queen,  that  the  States  might  be  defired  to  ob- 
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hard  that  the  Dutch ,  throughout  the  whole  Courfe  of  this 
long  and  expenfive  War,  ftiould  not  have  furnifhed  their 
Quota  of  Ships  and  Men  in  any  one  Year ;  and  this  not- 
withftanding  repeated  Expoftulations  with  the  States-Ge - 
ntral  upon  this  Subject0.  With  this  Grievance  the  Na¬ 
tion 


ferve  them  according  to  Agreement  ;  which  had  no  other  Ef- 
fett,  than  to  teach  them  to  elude  it,  by  making  their  Troops 
Nominal  Corps,  as  they  did  by  keeping  up  the  Number  of  Re¬ 
giments  ;  but  finking  a  fifth  Part  of  the  Men  and  Money  :  fo 
that  now  things  are  juft  inverted,  and  in  all  new  Levies,  we 
contribute  a  third  more  than  the  Dutch  ;  who  at  firft,  were 
obliged  to  the  fame  Proportion  more  than  us.  Befides,  the 
more  Towns  we  conquer  for  the  States,  the  worfe  Condition 
we  are  in  towards  reducing  the  Common  Enemy,  and  confe- 
quently  of  putting  an  End  to  the  War.  .  For  they  make  no 
Scruple  of  employing  the  Troops  of  their  Quota,  towards  Gar- 
rifoning  every  Town,  as  fall  as  it  is  taken,  dire&ly  contrary 
to  the  Agreement  between  us  ;  by  which  all  Garrifons  are  par¬ 
ticularly  excluded.  This  is  at  length  arrived  by  feveral  Steps 
to  fuch  a  Height,  that  there  are  at  prefent  in  the  Field,  not  fo 
many  Forces  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough’s  Command  in 
Flanders,  as  Britain  alone  maintains  for  that  Service  ;  nor  have 
been  for  fome  Years  paft. 

0  This  Parliamentary  Reprefentation  was  made  on  the  4th, 
of  March,  1712,  and  the  Paragraphs  particularly  referred  to 
in  the  Text,  are  thefe  that  follow. 

“  For  obtaining  the  ends  fpecified  in  the  Grand  Alliance, 
“  the  three  Confederated  Powers  engaged  to  Aftift  each  other 
“  with  their  whole  Force,  according  to  fuch  Proportions  as 
u  fhould  be  Specified  in  a  particular  Convention  afterwards  to 
“  be  made  for  that  purpofe.  We  do  not  find  that  any  fuch 
“  Convention  was  ever  Ratified  ;  but  it  appears,  that  there 
*e  was  an  Agreement  concluded,  which,  by  common  Confent, 
“  was  understood  to  be  Binding  upon  each  Party  Refpedlively, 
“  and  according  to  which,  the  Proportions  of  Great  Britain 
“  were  from  the  beginning  Regulated  and  Founded.  The 
“  Terms  of  that  Agreement  were  :  That,  for  the  Service  at 
<£  Land,  his  Imperial  Majefty  (hould  furnifti  Ninety  Thoufand 
<e  Men :  The  King  of  Great  Britain  Forty  Thoufand,  and 
<c  the  States  General,  One  hundred  and  Two  Thoufand,  of 
“  which,  there  were  Forty-two  Thoufand  intended  to  Supply 
“  their  Garrifons,  and  fixty  Thoufand  to  A£t  againft  the  Com¬ 
mon 
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tion  was  acquainted,  and  exprefled  no  final]  Relent-' 
ment  thereat,  notwithftanding  the  Pains  taken  by  the 
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man  Enemy  in  the  Field ;  and  with  regard  to  the  Operati- 

iointlv  !wVWarf  tj  — ’  th,e)\  were  agreed  to  be  performed 
jointly  by  Great  Britain  and  the  States  General,  the  Quota 

of  Ships  to  be  furnilhed  for  that  Service,  being  five  Eights 

on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  three  Eight!  on  the  fart 
of  the  States  General.  s  p 

“  Upon  this  Foot  the  War  began  in  the  Year  1702,  at 
which  time  the  whole  yearly  Expence  of  it  to  England, 
amounted  to  Three  Millions,  feven  Hundred  and  fix  Thou- 
land,  four  Hundred  ninety  four  Pounds.  A  very  great  Charge 
it  was  then  thought  by  your  Majefty’s  Subjefts,  after  the  fhort 
Interval  of  Eafe  they  had  enjoyed,  from  the  Burthen  of  the 
former  War;  but  yet  a  very  moderate  Proportion,  in  Com- 
parifon  with  the  Load  which  hath  fince  been  laid  upon 
them  ;  for  it  appears,  by  Eftimates  given  into  your  Com¬ 
mons,  that  the  Sums  neceffary  to  carry  on  the  Service  of 
this  prefent  Year,  in  the  fame  manner  it  was  performed  the 
laft  Year,  amount  to  more  than  Six  Millions,  nine  Hun- 
dred  and  fixty  thoufand  Pounds,  befides  Intereft  for  the 
Public  Debt,  and  the  Deficiencies  accruing  the  laft  Year  • 
which  two  Articles  require  One  Million,  One  hundred  and 
.Forty-three  Thouland  Pounds  more ;  fo  that  the  whole  He- 
mand  upon  your  Commons,  are  rifen  to  more  than  Eight 
Millions  for  the  prefent  Annual  Supply.  We  know  vour 
Majefty  s  tender  Regard  for  the  Welfare  of  your  People 
will  make  it  uneafy  to  you  to  hear  of  fo  great  a  Preffure’ 
as  this  upon  them  ;  and  as  we  are  affured,  it  will  fully  con¬ 
vince  your  Majefty  of  the  Neceflity  of  our  prefent  Enquiry 
lo  we  beg  leave  to  Reprefent  to  you,  from  what  Caufes’ 

and  by  what  Steps  this  immenfe  Charge  appears  to  have 
grown  upon  us. 

“  The  Service  at  Sea,  as  it  has  been  very  large  and  exten- 
five  in  it  felf,  fo  it  hath  been  carried  on  through  the  whole 
Courfe  of  the  War,  in  a  manner  highly  Difadvantageous  to 
your  Majefty,  and  your  Kingdom  ;  for  the  Neceflity  of  Af¬ 
fairs  requiring  that  great  Fleets  Ihould  be  fitted  out  every 
Year,  as  well  as  for  Maintaining  a  Superiority  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  as  for  oppofmg  any  Force  which  the  Enemy 
might  prepare,  either  at  Dunkirk,  or  in  the  Ports  of  Weft 
France.  Your  Majefty’s  Example  and  Readinels  in  fitting 
out  your  Proportion  of  Ships,  for  all  Parts  of  that  Service, 
have  been  fo  Dr  from  prevailing  with  the  States  General  to 

“  keep 
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Friends  of  the  Dutch ,  to  perfuade  them  of  the  Contrary* 
To  fay  the  Truth,  the  Matter  was  carried  very  high 
on  both  Sides ;  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  having  re- 
prefented  thefe  Omiflions  in  our  Allies,  as  indubitable 
Matters  of  Faft,  in  order  to  juftify  the  Meafures  that 
were  taking  towards  a  Peace,  it  was  but  natural  for  the 
States,  who  were  averfe  to  that  Peace,  to  reply,  as  they 
did,  to  this  Accufation  ;  which,  however,  inftead  of 
fatisfying,  provoked  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  fuch  a 
Degree,  that  upon  the  Printing  of  them  here,  they  de¬ 
clared,  that  this  was  a  Breach  of  Privilege,  and  the  Pa¬ 
per  itfelf,  a  fcandalous,  infamous,  and  feditious  Libel; 
for  which,  the  Printer  was  put  in  Prifon,  which  pre¬ 
vented  the  Publifliing  the  Remainder  of  the  States  Re- 

prefentation; 


te  keep  Pace  with  you,  that  they  have  been  deficient  every 
€€  Year  to  a  great  Degree,  in  Proportion  to  what  your  Ma~ 
“  jelly  hath  furnifked,  fometimes  no  iefs  than  two  Thirds, 
“  and  generally  more  than  half  of  their  Quota.  From 
*l  hence  your  Majefty  has  been  obliged  for  the  preventing 
66  Bifappointments,  in  the  molt  prefling  Service,  to  Supply 
“  thofe  Deficiencies  by  additional  Reinforcements  of  your 
“  own  Ships ;  nor  hath  the  fingle  Encreafe  of  fuch  a  Charge, 
*6  been  the  only  ill  Confequence  that  attended  it ;  for  by  this 
means,  the  Debt  of  the  Navy  hath  been  inhanced  ;  fo  that 
€C  the  Difcounts  arifing  from  the  Credit  of  it,  have  affe&ed 
<6  all  other  Parts  of  the  Service.  From  the  fame  Caufe  your 
tfc  Majefly’s  Ships  of  War  have  been  forced  in  greater  Num- 
€i  bers  to  continue  in  remote  Seas,  and  at  unreafonable  Times 
of  the  Year,  to  the  great  Damage  and  Decay  of  the  Britifh 
Navy.  This  alfo  hath  been  theOccafion  that  your  Majelfy 
“  hath  been  flraitned  in  your  Convoys  for  Trade  ;  your  Coails 
“  have  been  expofed  for  want  oi  a  fufficient  Number  of  Crui- 
“  zers  to  guard  them,  and  you  have  been  difabled  from  An- 
noying  the  Enemy  in  their  mod:  beneficial  Commerce  with 
(e  the  Weft-Indies,  from  whence  they  received  thofe  vail  Sup- 
plies  of  Treafure,  without  which  they  could  not  havefup- 
*e  ported  the  Expences  of  this  Ward* 


✓ 
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prefentation  p  5  this,  was  looked  upon  as  'a  very  ftrange 
Procedure,  and  which  feemed  calculated  rather  to  give 
Credit  to  that  Rcprefentation,  than  to  refute  it ;  which, 

however. 


The  States  General,  by  their  Memorial  prefented  to  the 
Queen,  ^pri  3,  i7i  2,  obferve,  That  the  Grand  Alliance  only 
fpecmes  that_  all  the  con  trading  Parties  (hall  profecute  this 
War  with  their  whole  Force  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  States  have 
exerted  the  utmofl  of  their  Force,  they  have  fulfilled  their 
Engagements  5  but  they  infill  further,  That  the  Ships  furnilhed 
for  the  North  Sea,  had  been  left  out,  notwithflanding  thofe 
bhips  were  for  the  joint  Service;  and  they  alledge  further. 
That  the  Number  of  Ships  which  the  States  were  to  employ, 
ought  to  be  regulated,  not  by  the  Number  aftaally  put  into 
Commiffion  by  England,  but  by  the  Number  that  was  fit  and 
reaionaae  lor  England  to  put  into  Commiffion,  or  at  leall  by 
the  Number  propofed  to  the  States,  upon  fettling  the  Annual 
QyOwa  s  for  the  War.  As  the  States  had  the  Paper  drawn  up 
by  Order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  figned  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Burchet,  containing  an  Account  of  the  Englilh  and 
•Dutch  Ships  fitted  out  during  the  War;  fo  they  likewife 
thought  proper  to  add  another  Account  of  their  own,  which 
they  profefled  themfelves  able  to  make  good  from  authentic 
\  ouchers  ;  and  as  we  cannot  tranferibe  all  thefe  Papers  at  large, 
we  (hall  content  ourfelves  with  making  an  Abflradt  of  both 
Accounts,  in  which  the  firft  Column  confiils  of  the  Year  ;  the 
ftcono  or  the  Engliih  Men  of  War  ;  the  third  of  the  Ships  of 
the  States-General,  according  to  Mr.  Burchet’s  Account ;  and 
the  fourth  of  the  fame  Ships  according  to  their  own.  This  Pa¬ 
per  having  been  printed  in  part,  in  the  Dailv-Courant  of 
Monday  April  7,  1712.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  came 
thereupon  to  the  Refolution  mentioned  in  the  Text,  and  com- 
mittea  Mr  Samuel  Buckley  for  printing  it,  who  remained 
m  Cultody  during  the  Remainder  of  the  Seffion. 
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iiowever,  might  have  been  eafily  done  ;  for  that  we 
really  bore  a  greater  Proportion  of  Expence  in  this  Re- 
ipedl,  during  the  War,  than  we  ought  to  have  done,  is 
a  Thing  very  certain  ;  but  it  is  the  Fault  of  all  Ad- 
miniftrations,  to  be  rather  inclined  to  fuch  fliort  Anfwers 
as  may  be  given  by  Adis  of  Power,  than  to  thofe  that 
might  be  furniftTd  by  the  Exerclfe  of  Reafon  ;  and  for 
this,  they  are  juftly  punilhed,  by  being  often  thought  T  y- 
rannical  in  thofe  Adis,  the  Juftice  of  which  might  be 
eafiiy  defended.  In  this  Cafe,  however,  the  Nation 
concurred  in  Opinion  with  their  Reprefentatives,  and 
Things  went  on,  upon  a  Suppofition  that  this  Charge 
againft  the  Dutch  was  fully  made  out;  which  encouraged 
the  Friends  of  the  Miniftry,  to  attack  the  reft  of  our 
Allies,  particularly  the  Emperor,  on  the  fame  Subjedhbut, 
as  thefe  Alterations  have  no  immediate  Concern  with 
the  proper  Bufinefsof  this  Work,  I  fliall  not  infill  upon 
them,  but  leave  them  with  this  Remark :  That  in  all  fu¬ 
ture  Alliances,  our  Minifters  ought  to  be  careful,  not 
only  in  making  the  bell  Terms  they  can  for  the  Nation, 
but  alfo  in  feeing  thofe  Terms  pundlually  fulfilled,  fince 
it  is  impdflible,  efpecially  under  our  prefent  Circumftaa- 
ces,  for  the  Nation  to  fee,  with  Patience,  Adis  of  Indul¬ 
gence  towards  Foreigners,  at  their  Expence,  when  it  is 
vifible,  that  withall  their  Xnduftry,  the  Inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain ,  are  fcarce  able  to  fupport  the  neceffary 
Charges  of  their  Government,  joined  to  that  vaft  Ex¬ 
pence  which  their  generous  Concern  for  the  Ballance  of 
Power  in  Europe ,  and  the  Liberty  of  their  Neighbours 
have  brought  upon  them  \ 

The 


q  The  heft  CJfe  that  can  be  made  of  Hiftory,  is  to  correal 
ia  oar  Times,  the  Errors  committed  in  thofe  of  our  Anceitors, 

a  nd 


224  NAVAL  HISTORY 

The  Difference  with  the  French  Court  was  occa- 
fioned  chiefly  from  M.  Cqff'ard's  Expedition  in  the  Weft- 
indies,  as  we  have  before  hinted.  The  French  Miniflry, 
who  knew  the  Importance  of  being  well  at  that  Time- 
with  the  People  of  Great  Britain ,  abfolutely  difclaimed 
that  Commander ;  infilling,  that  he  had  only  General 
Inftrudlions,  that  he  had  mifapplied  them,  and  that 
proper  Satisfaction  fhould  be  given.  On  the  other  Hand, 
the  Britijb  Minillry  were  too  far  advanced  in  their  pa¬ 
cific  Meafures,  to  think  of  Retreating,  and  fo  were  con¬ 
tent  with  thefe  Excufes,  without  infilling  on  the  Punilh- 
ment  of  this  Officer;  which,  if  what  the  French  Court 
faid,  was  true,  he  certainly  deferved.  The  firll  great 
Step  to  the  Peace,  was,  getting  Dunkirk  put  into  our 
Hands,  which,  was  reprefented  as  a  Thing  impoflible  i 
and  with  the  Promife  of  which,  the  French  only  amu- 
fed  us.  On  the  nth  of  July,  however,  arrived  an  Ex- 
prefs,  with  the  News,  That  a  few  Days  before,  the 
Town,  Citadel,  Ryjbanky  and  all  the  Fortifications  of 
that  important  Place,  were  delivered  up  to  Brigadier 
Hill,  whom  her  Majelly  appointed  Governor  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief.  Her  Majelly,  thenceforward,  treated 

openly 


and  certainly,  there  are,  among  thele,  none  which  better  de- 
ferve  our  Attention,  than  the  Condudl  our  Minifters  have 
purfued,  when  we  have  been  engaged  in  Confederacy  with  our 
Neighbours.  A  Confederacy  implies  a  joint  Concern,  and  if, 
while  this  fubfifts,  the  whole,  or  the  greater  Part  of  the  Expence 
is  thrown  upon  any  one  of  the  Allied  Powers;  it  argues  Iryuftice 
in  the  reft,  and  Weaknefs  in  fuch  as  are  iptrufted  with  the 
Concerns  of  the  Injured  Power.  There  is  actually  no  more 
Public  Spirit  in  a  Minifter,  loading  clandeftinely  his  Country¬ 
men  with  more  than  they  ought  to  pay,  than  there  is  Charity 
in  a  great  Man’s  Steward,  who  relieves  the  Poor  out  of  his 
Mailer’s  Eftate,  while  his  Creditors  remain  unfatisfied. 
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Openly  with  the  French  Court,  though  always  under  a 
Promife  that  due  Care  fhould  be  taken  of  the  Allies  5  and 

1 

for  this,  the  Miniftry  pleaded  many  Things  in  their 
own  Jullification.  For,  firlt  they  alledged,  that  fincc 
the  King  of  Spain  was  become  Emperor,  it  was  no 
longer  expedient  to  infill  upon  his  having  the  whole  Do¬ 
minions  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy :  They  infilled  next, 
that  if  it  had  been  expedient,  the  Thing  was  imprac¬ 
ticable,  the  Nation  having  found,  by  Experience,  that 
it  was  impofiible  to  carry  on  the  War  in  Spain  to  any 
Purpofe  :  and  indeed  this  had  been  long  a  Point  out  of 
Difpute,  one  of  the  warmell  Partifans  of  the  Houfe  of 
Jujlria ,  having  freely  declared  as  much,  a  good  wrhilc 
before,  in  a  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  but  added  at 
the  fame  Time,  though  it  was  impracticable,  a  Vote 
that  no  Peace  could  be  made,  if  Spain  and  the  Indies 
were  left  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ,  was  expedient  at 


that  Time,  and  yet  upon  this  expedient  Vote,  all  the 
Clamour  was  raifed  afterwards.  They  laid  further,  That 
the  Nation  was  unable  to  carry  on  the  War  longer, 
efpecially,  in  the  Manner  in  which  it  had  been  carried 
on;  and  that  therefore,  how  much  foever  we  might 
hate  our  Enemies,  it  was  necefl'ary  to  make  a  Peace,  if 
we  had  any  Regard  to  our  felves.  They  added,  befides, 
that  they  intended  to, make  a  Peace  on  the  Plan  of  the 
General  Alliance,  every  Article  of  which,  they  laid,  had 
been  broke  through,  by  lublecjuent  Agreements,  during 
the  Courfe  of  the  AV ar ;  fo  that  they  pretended  to  have 
the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  and  the  Ballance  of  Power,  more 
at  Heart,  than  thofe  who  were  for  carrying  on  the  War; 


On  the  19th  of  Auguji,  1712,  an  Inllrument  for  a  Suf- 
penfion  of  Arms  was  figned  at  Paris,  by  the  Lord 


VOL.  IV.  Q. 
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Vifcount  Bolingbroke ,  and  the  Marquifs  de  Torcy ,  for 
four  Months  ;  anqj  in  Confequence  of  this,  the  neceflary 
Meafures  were  taken  for  completing  the  Peace :  King 
Philip  of  Spain ,  furnmoned  a  Cortez,  or  General  Af- 
fembly  of  the  States  of  his  Kingdom,  before  whom, 
and  with  whofe  Confent,  he  made  a  Renunciation  to 
the  Crown  of  France ,  the  Queen  having  before  appoint¬ 
ed  Lord  Lexington  to  be  prefent  at  that  Ceremony. 
The  Negotiations  at  Utrecht ,  however,  went  on  very 
flowly,  notwithftanding  the  Pains  taken  by  the  Earl  of 
Strafford r,  and  Dodtor  Robinfon ,  Bifhop  of  Brijlol ,  her 
Majefty’s  Plenipotentiaries,  and  the  great  Adlivity  of  the 
French  Miniflers,  who  were  the  Marfhal  d’Uxelles ,  a  very 
able  Statefman,  of  whom  Prince  Eugene  faid  with  great 
Spirit  upon  this  Occafion,  that  he  was  the  only  French 
Marfhal,  he  was  afraid  ;  the  Famous  Abbe  de  Pclignac , 
afterwards  Cardinal  by  the  fame  Title,  the  ableft  Head 
in  France \  and  M.  Mefnager ,  now  raifed  to  the  Title  of 
Count  de  St.  John ,  who  was  entrufted  with  the  firfb  Ne¬ 
gotiations  :  and  for  this  Reafon  it  was  found  neceflary  to 
renew  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  for  four  Months  longer. 
At  laft,  when  the  great  Influence  of  the  Queen  was 
difcerned,  by  her  procuring  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily  for 
her  Coufin  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  which  was  the  Queen’s 
own  Adi,  the  Allies,  molt  of  them,  thought  fit  to  com- 


x  The  Connexion  neceffary  in  the  Text,  obliges  me  to  men¬ 
tion  here,  that  about  the  latter  End  of  Auguii,  her  Majefty 
appointed  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  Sir  John  Leake,  Sir  George 
Byng,  Knights,  Sir  William  Drake,  Bart.  John  Aillabie,  Efq; 
Sir  James  Wifhart,  Knt.  and  George  Clarke,  Efq;  to  be  Com- 
ihiffioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
#re-U  Britain, 


Of  ^ ueen  ANNE.  227 

ply,  and  accept  the  Terms  {he  had  ftipulated  for  them, 
though  with  a  vifible  Relu&ance.  The  Emperor  only 
remained  firm  to  his  firft  Refolution,  and  made  the  nc- 
ceffary  Difpofitions  for  carrying  on  the  War  alone  \  con- 
Tenting,  however,  to  evacuate  Catalonia ,  and  to  accept 
of  a  Neutrality  for  Italy ,  under  the  Guaranty  of  her 
Britanick  Majefty.  On  the  19th  of  ^January ,  1712-13* 
the  new  Treaty  of  Barrier  and  Succeffion  was  figned 
by  the  Minifters  of  Great  Britain ,  and  of  the  States 
General ,  whereby  the  latter  obtained  a  mighty  Acceflion 
*  of  Territories,  and  a  very  great  encreafe  of  Power.  On 
the  if l  of  March ,  the  Inftruments  relating  to  Catalo¬ 
nia,  and  Italy ,  were  executed  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  the 
fame  Month,  the  Duke  of  Berry ,  and  the  Duke  of 
Orleans ,  renounced  their  Right  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  ^ 
in  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  Thefe  Preliminaries  being 
thus  fettled,  the  great  Work  advanced  more  brifkly,  and 

by  the  end  of  the  Month,  it  was  brought  to  its  Con- 
clu/ion  s. 

On  the  firft  of  April ,  1713,  the  famous  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  was  figned,  as  fome  would  have  us  believe,  in  a 
clandeftine  Manner.  The  Truth  was,  that,  to  prevent  Dif- 
putes  and  Protefts,  which  might  have  furnifhed  Matter 
for  dangerous  Purfuits  in  England ,  it  was  Refolved  to 
fign  the  Treaty  privately  at  the  Houfe  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Brijlol ,  which  was  accordingly  done,  under  Pretence  of 
a  Conference ;  which  being  a  Thing  frequent,  during 
that  Congrefs,  rendered  the  Matter  lefs  fufpefted.  The 
Earl  of  Strafford,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Brijiol ,  figned  firft; 

Q- 2  then 


,  *  ^urrn,ekt’  Burdiet>  Oidmixon,  Complete  Hiftory  of  Europe, 
of  Qaeen  Anne,  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiitory. 
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then  tile  Minifters  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  declared  King 
of  Sicily  by  that  Treaty  ;  thofe  of  the  King  of  Portugal 
after  them  j  then  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  King  of 
PruJJia,  and  thofe  of  the  States-General,  laft  of  all.  The 
whole  was  over  about  Two  in  the  Morning,  occafioned 
bj  the  length  of  the  Tieaties  that  were  to  be  read  before 
they  were  figned ;  and,  when  the  Bufinefs  was  over,  the 
tefpeflive  Minifters  withdrew  to  their  own  Places  of 
Refidence,  without  any  Noife,  or  without  direfling  any 
public  Rejoicings,  as  might  have  been  expefted  upon 
fuch  an  Occafion.  I  am  the  more  particular  in  thele 
Circumftances,  becaufe  tome  Hiltorians  have  represent¬ 
ed  them  as  Matters  of  great  Importance.  To  fpeak 
impartially,  I  think  there  is  very  little,  if  any  thing,  in 
them  j  for  in  moil  Separate  Peaces,  the  fame  Thing  has 
been  done,  particularly  in  that  of  Nimiguen-,  and  I  could  ' 
name  other,  perhaps  later  Examples  of  a  like  Condufl, 
fo  that  upon  the  whole,  this  ought  to  be  confidered, 
rather  as  a  Misfortune,  than  a  Fault.  I  fhall  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  infill,  that  all  was  obtained  by  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht ,  that  might  have  been  obtained  from  France, 
after  fo  long,  and  fo  fuccefsful  a  War ;  but  undoubtedly 
there  was  much  obtained,  and  more  might  have  been 
Detained,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Diilurbance  given 
to  the  Miniilers  at  Home,  fince,  whatever  People  may 
fuggeil,  all  Parties  are  alike  Friends  to  France,  who 
thwart  public  Meafures,  from  a  pure  Spirit  of  Oppofi- 
tion.  The  Tories  had  embarrafled  the  Whigs  in  their 
Adminiftration,  during  the  Jail  Years  of  the  War ;  and 
the  Whigs,  in  return,  were  refolved  to  make  the  Tories 
as  uneafy  as  poffible.  In  their  Projeft  of  making  a  Peace, 
both  Parties  .were  in  their  T urns  Gainers  by  this  Manner 

of 

/ 
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of  ailing ;  but  both  were  Gainers  at  the  Expence  of 
the  Nation ;  and  therefore,  they  have  no  Reafon,  they 
have  no  Right  to  reproach  each  other 

0.3  1 


1  The  Earl  of  Oxford,  in  the  Clofe  of  his  Anfwer  to  the 
Articles  of  Impeachment,  gives  a  very  full  and  clear  Account 
of  the  Motives  to  the  faid  Peace  upon  his  own  Knowledge ; 
and  as  they  are  hid  in  fuch  a  Piece,  to  which  few  Readers 
refort  for  Satisfaction  in  Matters  of  tin's  Nature,  1  thought 
it  might  not  be  amifs,  to  make  this  SubjeCt  the  clearer,  to  af¬ 
ford  them  a  Place  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Page.  As  to  the 
Peace  in  general,  he,  (the  faid  Earl)  thinks  he  has  very  good 
Reafon  to  fay,  That  the  Queen  had  nothing  more  at  Heart, 
than  to  procure  fo  great  a  Bleffing  for  her  People;  and  that, 
when  it  was  obtained,  fhe  had  this  Satis fa&ion  in  herfelf ; 
that  fhe  had  taken  the  moll  proper  Methods  to  juftify  her 
Conduct,  both  towards  her  Allies,  and  towards  her  own  Sub¬ 
jects.  For,  upon  a  Review  of  her  Majeity’s  whole  Proceed¬ 
ing,  in  relation  to  War  and  Peace,  he  believes  it  will  appear, 
and  hath  in  part  appeared,  by  the  Anfwer  of  the  faid  Earl 
to  the  faid  Articles,  that,  as  her  Majedy  entered  further  into 
the  War  than  fhe  was  obliged  by  any  Treaties  fubfifting  at 
the  Time  of  her  Accedion  to  the  Throne,  fo  Ihe  contributed 
more  Men  and  Money  towards  the  carrying  it  on  afterwards, 
than  fhe  was  engaged  to  provide  by  any  fubfequent  Treaties. 
That  her  earned  Defires  of  Peace  being  twice  frullrated,  when 
fuch  Conditions  might  have  been  obtained,  as  would  have 
fully  anfwered  all  the  Ends  for  which  War  was  at  firll  declar¬ 
ed  :  That  all  our  SuccefTes  and  Victories  ending  in  the  Annual 
Increafe  of  the  Charge  of  England,  without  any  further  Af- 
fiftance  from  our  Allies,  and  her  Kingdoms  being  exhauded 
to  fuch  a  Degree  (notwithdanding  the  great  Advantages  ob¬ 
tained  by  her  Arms)  that  fhe  was  not  able  to  continue  the  War 
upon  the  Foot  it  then  flood,  one  Year  longer,  whilll  her  Allies 
refufed  to  continue  it  upon  thole  equal  Conditions,  to  which 
they  were  by  Treaties  obliged  s  She  was  at  laid  condrained, 
in  Compaflion  to  her  People,  to  hearken  to  the  Overtures  of 
Peace,  then  made  her  from  France,  without  relying  furtneron 
the  vain  Hopes  of  gaining  more  advantagious  Terms,  by 
protraCling  the  War  a  Year  longer.  She  had  carried  it  on  for 
fometime  under  that  ProfpeCt,  without  reaping  the  Benefits  pro- 
pofed,  even  at  Junctures  that  feemed  molt  favourable  to  her 
Demands,  and  to  the  Pretenfions  of  her  Allies.  She  had,  indeed, 

by 
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I  have  faid,  there  was  much  obtained  by  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht ;  it  is  requifite  that  I  ihould  make  this  good, 
becaufe,  for  many  Years,  the  Contrary  has  been  taken 
for  granted  ;  and  I  dare  fay,  there  are  many  Thoufands 
of  People  in  England ,  who  think  we  loll  much,  and 
none  of  our  Allies  got  any  thing,  by  that  Peace.  The 
true  Standard  for  adjufting  this,  muft  be  the  Ends  of  the 
"VVar;  for  as  no  War  can  be  juft,  in  which  the  Aggref- 
fors  know'  not  for  what  they  fight,  fo  no  Peace  can  be 
a  bad  one,  by  which  the  Ends  of  the  War  are  obtained. 
In  the  firft  Place,  we  fought  againft  France  to  fettle 

t  ' 

our 


by  that  means,  raifed  the  Glory  of  her  Arms ;  but  (he  could 
not  think  this  a  fufficient  Recompence  for  the  encreaftng  Mi- 
feries  of  her  People,  and  therefore  refolded  to  lay  hold  of  this 
Opportunity,  then  offered  to  her,  of  ending  the'  War  with  a 
Peace,  if  it  might  be  obtained  upon  Terms  every  Way  juft, 
fafe,  and  honourable  ;  and  thofe  who  were  then  employed  in 
her  Majefty’s  Councils,  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  fecond 
her  good  Intentions  in  this  Cafe,  and  to  obey  her  Commands 
with  all  Readinefs.  The  faid  Earl  prefumes,  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  to  mention  to  your  Lordihips,  the  Saying  of  as  wife  a 
Man,  and  as  great  a  General,  as  the  laft  Age  produced,  the 
Duke  of  Parma,  when  France  was  in  a  far  lower  Condition 
than  now,  being  almoft  equally  divided  between  two  contend¬ 
ing  Parties,  and  Spain  was  at  the  Height  of  its  Glory,  and 
he  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  Spanifti  Army,  fupported  one  of 
thofe  Parties  after  Paris  itfelf  had  been  befieged  by  the  other  ; 
it  was  his  Opinion  (and  the  Advice  he  gave  to  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Spain  was  grounded  upon  it)  “  That  if  France  "were 
“  to  be  got  only  by  reducing  its  Towns,  the  World  would 
“  fooner  be  at  an  End  than  fuch  a  War”.  The  Queen  feemed 
at  this  Time,  with  better  Reafon,  to  frame  the  like  Judgment, 
and  it  was  therefore  her  Pleafure,  and  a  great  Inftance  (as  the 
faid  Earl  conceives)  of  her  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  to  think  of 
fecuringa  Peace,  while  {he  appeared  able  to  carry  on  the  War, 
her  Armies  being  full  and  numerous,  and  before  the  exhaufted* 
Condition  of  her  Kingdoms,  and  the  Impoftibility  on  her  Side, 
of  maintaining  fo  a  ^proportioned  an  Expence,  was  difcovered 
by  her  Enemies. 
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our  fdves;  that  Crown  had  never  explicitly  acknow¬ 
ledged  our  Government  here  at  Home.  We  fought  next, 
for  fettling  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe ,  by  ob¬ 
taining  a  reafonahle  Satisfaction  for  the  Claims  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aufiria  to  Spain  and  the  Indies.  Another  Mo¬ 
tive  to  the  War  was,  the  fecuring  a  Barrier  to  the  Dutch , 
and  an  adequate  Recompence  to  the  reft  of  our  Alhes, 
for  the  Injuries  they  had  received  from  France.  Let  us 
fee  now,  what  was  obtained  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht , 
upon  thele  feveral  Heads.  In  the  firft  Place,  the  Title 
of  Queen  Anne  was  acknowledged  in  the  ltrongeft  and 
molt  explicit  Terms ;  the  Settlement  of  the  Succeffion 
in  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hanover ,  was  hkewife  owned, 
and  the  Perfon  who  claimed  before  the  Queen,  and  to 
defeat  whofe  Pretenfions,  the  ACt  of  Settlement  was 
made,  was  excluded  the  Dominions  of  France ,  and  his 
moft  Chriftian  Majefty  promifed  never  to  admit  him 
again,  though  he  had  owned  him  over  and  over  ;  and  he 
like  wife  promifed  never  to  afiift  or  proteCt  him,  or  any 
of  his  Adherents.  As  to  the  fecond,  a  reafonable  Satisfac¬ 
tion  was  obtained  for  the  Emperor,  though  he  refufed  to 
accept  it ;  and  the  moft  folemn  Renunciations  of  the 
two  Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ,  are  inferted  in 
the  Body  of  the  Treaty  itfelf,  in  order,  as  far  as  the 
Thing  was  poffible,  to  fecure  all  Europe  againft  the 
Apprehenfions  of  feeing  the  Crowns  of  France  and 
Spain  devolve  upon  one  Prince  ;  and,  to  obviate  another 
Objection  as  to  the  Commerce  of  New  Spain ,  it  is  ex¬ 
prefly  provided,  that  the  French  fliould  enjoy  no 
Privilege  of  Navigation  thither,  beyond  what  had 
been  enjoyed  under  the  Kings  of  Spain ^  of  the 
Auftrian  Line.  In  regard  to  our  Allies,  it  is  plain, 

Q»  4  ,  that 
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that  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  who  indeed  well  delerved  it, 
having  fteadily  adhered  to  the  Alliance  in  Times  of  the 
deepeft  Diltrefs,  had  full  Satis  fad  ion  given  him,  and  in 
fuch  a  Manner  too,  as  had  a  vifible  Tendency  to  the 
properly  hx.ng  the  Ballance  of  Power  ;  and  the  Kings 

j, ' *  *  *  ^ ,  were  like  wife  fatis- 

fiea.  I  know  it  may  be  faid,  that  there  was  a  Force 

upon  the  latter;  but  I  know  People  are  very  unfit  Judges 

in  their  own  Caufe,  and  that  the  States'  got  by  this 

Treaty ,  not  only  fuch  a  Barrier,  as  feemed  reafonable 

to  us,  but  as  good  a  one  as  the  Emperor  thought  fit  for 

them,  after  all  our  Succefies,  and  when  the  Allies  were 

upon  the  bell  Terms  with  each  other.  To  fay  then, 

that  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  did  nothing,  and  that  all 

our  Expences,  and  all  our  Victories  in  that  long  War, 

were  abfolutely  thrown  away,  is  much  beyond  the 

Truth ;  but  that  a  better  Treaty  might  have  been  made, 

I  ihall  not  difpute,  becaufe  I  think  there  is  no  arguing 
shout  Poffibilities u. 


Before 


.  “  The  Account  Bifhop  Burnet  has  given  us,  will  be  fuffi- 
Cient  to  c  ear  up  to  the  Reader,  the  Satisfadion  fecured  to  the 

„rifs“d  S5ates  enSaged  with  us  in  the  War.  “  As  for 
;es,  fays  he,  Portugal  and  Savoy  were  fatisfied  ;  the 
hanperor  was  to  have  the  Dutchy  of  Milan,  the  Kingdom  of 
rsaples,  and  the  Spanifh  Netherlands  ;  Sicily  was  to  be 
given  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  with  the  Title  of  King  ;  and 
Sardinia,  with  the  fame  Title,  was  to  be  given  to  the  E 
leaor  of  Bavaria,  in  lieu  of  his  Lodes  ;  the  States  were  to 
deliver  up  Lifle,  and  the  little  Places  about  it  :  And  be¬ 
sides  the  Places  of  which  they  were  pofTeffed,  they  were  to 
have  Namur,  Charleroy,  Luxemburgh,  Ypres,  and  Newport; 
the  King  of  Pruffia  was  to  have  the  Upper  Guelder,  in  lieu 
of  Orange,  and  the  other  Eftates,  which  the  Family  had 
“  in  Tranche  Comte”.  This  was  all  that  I  think  necef- 
fary  to  mfert  here,  with  Relation  to  our  Treaty  ;  the  Em¬ 
peror  was  to  have  Time  to  the  firft  of  June  to  declare  hi$ 
accepting  of  it. 
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Before  I  part  with  this  Treaty,  however,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  it  was  very  extraordinary  in  one  Refpedl ; 
it  procured  us  much  greater  Advantages,  I  mean  the 
People  of  Great  Britain ,  as  a  Trading  Nation,  than 
any  Treaty  I  know  of,  before  or  fince ;  and  upon  thefe, 
I  mull  particularly  infill,  becaufe  they  are  immediately 
within  my  Province.  We  have  feen,  that  Dunkirk 
was  long  before  put  into  our  Hands ;  let  us  now  fee, 
what  was  to  become  of  it ;  and  becaufe  this  is  a  Point 
that  has  been  fince,  and  may  be  hereafter,  attended  with 
warm  Difputes,  I  think  it  neceffary  to  tranfcribe  the 
Ninth  Article  of  the  Treaty,  by  which  this  great  Point, 
(great  indeed,  if  we  confider  either  the  humbling  France , 
or  fecuring  our  felves)  was  effe&ually  fettled.  Thus 
it  runs.  “  The  moll  Chrillian  King  (hall  take  care, 
“  that  all  the  Fortifications  of  the  City  of  Dunkirk  be 

razed  ;  that  the  Harbour  be  filled  up ;  and  that  the 
€C  Sluices,  or  Moles,  which  ferve  to  cleanfe  the  Harbour, 
“  be  levelled,  and  that  at  the  faid  King’s  own  Expence, 
“  within  the  Space  of  five  Months  after  the  Conditions 
<c  of  Peace  are  concluded,  and  Signed ;  that  is  to  fay, 
cc  the  Fortifications  towards  the  Sea,  within  the  Space 
“  of  two  Months;  and  thofe  towards  the  Land,  together 
“  with  the  faid  Banks,  within  three  Months;  on  this' 
“  exprefs  Condition  alfo,  that  the  faid  Fortifications, 

Harbour,  Moles,  or  Sluices,  be  never  repaired  again”. 
The  Demolition  of  this  Place  was  of  prodigious  Im¬ 
portance ;  it  lies  but  thirteen  Leagues  from  the  South 
Foreland ,  and  any  Eallerly  Wind,  which  carried  cur 
Ships  down  the  Channel,  brings  out  thofe  at  Dunkirk , 
to  meet  and  intercept  them;  which,  during  the  two 
bit  Wars,  made  it  often  fufpedted,  that  the  French  had 

In- 
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Intelligence,  either  from  our  Admiralty,  or  Secretary’s 
Office;  though  very  probable  without  Foundation,  fince 
the  very  Situation  of  the  Place  furnifhed  the  Enemy 
with  Advantages ;  enough  for  the  Eaft  End  of  the 
Channel,  which  is  fo  muchexpofed  to  Dunkirk ,  is  but 
feven  Leagues  broad,  and  gives  them  an  Opportunity  of 
feeing  our  Ships  from  Side  to  Side.  It  clearly  appears 
from  hence,  that  fix  Parts  in  nine  of  our  Trade  from 
<he  Port  of  London,  is  freed  from  molt  of  the  Hazards 
in  the  laft  War ;  and  though  Part  of  this  muft  be  ex- 
pofed  when  it  paffes  through  the  Chops,  or  Weftern  En¬ 
trance  of  the  Channel,  yet  it  muft  be  confidered,  that  it 
was  liable  alfo  to  this  before,  fo  that  no  new  Inconve¬ 
nience  is  created:  and  belides,  this  is  only  the  South 
Trade ,  fuch  Ships  as  go  to  Holland ,  Hamburgh ,  or  the 
North,  are  abfolutely  free.  Beiides  all  this,  the  De¬ 
molition  of  Dunkirk ,  is  an  irretrievable  Blow  to  the 
French  Naval  Power,  and  even  to  their  Trade,  efpecially 
to  the  Wejl-Indies ;  fo  that  a  clearer  Proof  could  not  be 
of  our  fuperior  Force,  and  of  their  Diftrefs,  than  the 
Submiffion  of  France  to  this  Article.  It  is  true,  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fhift  off,  and  afterwards  to  mitigate  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  it ;  but  in  vain.  The  Queen  infilled  upon  Dun¬ 
kirk  s  being  demolilhed  effectually,  according  to  the  Letter, 
and  it  was  demolilhed  as  effectually  as  could  be  defired  ; 
whether  ever  it  lhall  be  reftored,  fo  as  to  become,  as  in 
Times  paft,  a  Terror  to  the  Englijh  Nation,  depends 
upon  ourfelves  and  future  Adminiltrations  w. 

By 


r  w  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Complete  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  the 
^  ear  1 7 1 3»  Cife  of  Queen  Anne,  Continuation  of  Rapin’s 
Hiftory,  The  Importance  of  Dunkirk  confidered,  French 
faith  in  the  Demolition  of  Dunkirk,  and  many  other  Pam¬ 
phlets  upon  the  fame  Subjeft,  publifhed  in  thole  Times. 
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Of  Queen  ANNE.  2.35 

By  the  10th  and  nth  Articles,  the  Countries  com- 
prifed  in  the  Charter  of  The  Hudfon’s-Bay  Company,  of  ;!. 

which,  the  French  had  got  Pofieffion,  partly  in  the  Time 
of  Peace,  and  partly  in  that  of  War,  were  to  be  re- 
ftored ;  and  not  only  reftored,  but  his  moft  Cbriftian 
Majefty  farther  ftipulated,  that  whatever  had  been  taken  ,  1 

in  Time  of  Peace,  or  whatever  Injuries  had  been  done 
to  The  Hudfon’s-Bay  Company,  before  the  Commence¬ 
ment  of  the  War,  (hould  be  fairly  examined,  and  full 
Satisfadlion  made.  The  like  is  ftipulated,  with  refpedl 
to  the  Depredations,  by  M,  Cajfard ,  in  the  Leeward  I- 
Hands,  after  the  Negotiations  for  Peace  were  begun.  By 
the  1 2th  Article,  the  Iiland  of  St.  Chrijlophers ,  and  the 
whole  Country  of  Nova  Scotia ,  are  yielded  up  to  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  as  by  the  13th,  Article,  is 
the  whole  Country  of  Newfoundland ;  but  the  Ifland 
of  Cape  Breton ,  is  by  the  fame  Article  given  up  to 
France j  which  has  been  reprefented  as  a  monftrous  piece 
of  Complaifance  \  though  there  feems  to  be  great  Rea- 
fon  to  believe,  it  was  much  lefs  owing  to  the  Inclination 

-  of  the  Englijh  Minifters,  than  to  their  Inability  of  Hand¬ 
ing  out  any  longer  againft  the  Oppofition  carried  on  at 
Home  •,  and  for  this  Reafon  it  is  made  one  of  the  Charges 

againft  the  Earl  of  Oxford ,  in  the  13th  Article  of  his 
Impeachment,  wherein  it  was  affirmed,  that  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton  was  part  of  Nova  Scotia  ,  and  the  Earl  in  his  Anfwer 
to  that  Article  aflerts,  that  he  had  gone  no  farther  than 

-  King  William  had  gone  in  the  Treaty  of  Ryfwick .  But, 
however  we  might  fail  as  to  the  point  of  Cape  Breton , 
yet  undoubtedly  we  acquired  more  by  the  Treaty  of  U- 
trechty  than  by  any  of  our  former  Treaties ;  I  mean  at 
the  Expence  of  the  French }  who  at  the  Time  this  Treaty 

was 


\ 
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was  Signed,  were  actually  in  Poileffion  of  Placentia  in 

Newfoundland  x. 

But 


-  I  he  Earl  of  Oxford  even  after  he  was  Impeached,  thought 
he  -ad  a  Right  to  value  himfelf  upon  this  Treaty ;  and  there¬ 
fore  m  his  Anfwer,  after  having  taken  notice  of  the  Difficulties 
to  which  vve  were  reduced  by  the  War,  he  proceeds  to  fpeak 
in  the  iohowing  Terms,  of  the  Advantages  accruing  from  the 
reaty  of  Utrecht.  At  this  Jundture  the  Queen  entered  upon 
a  Negotiation  of  Peace,  with  Circumftances  of  great  Honour 
to  her  ielf  ;  France  applying  to  her  firft  on  this  Account,  pre- 
vioufly  owning  her  Title,  and  acknowledging  the  Right  of  the 

two  chief  Grounds  upon  which  the  De¬ 
claration  of  the  laft  War  was  built.  As  to  the  Allies,  it  was 
conducted  in  the  fame  manner  as  all  Treaties  of  Peace,  in  Con- 
federaeies,  have  ever  been,  and  according  to  the  known  Laws 
of  Nations  in  fuch  Cafes,  the  firft  Motion  and  the  feveral 
Steps  to  it,  as  fall  as  they  ripened  into  Propofals  fit  for  Confi- 
ceration,  being  without  Delay  communicated  to  the  States 
General.  By  the  Terms  of  this  Peace,  as  all  reafonable  Satisfac¬ 
tion  and  Security,  due  to  any  of  the  Allies  by  Treaty  were  ob* 
tained  for  them  by  the  Queen,  and  their  juft  Pretenfions  effec¬ 
tually  fupported,  fo  larger  Advantages  were  adually  procured  ' 
for  Great  Britain  in  particular,  than  ever  had  been  demanded 
before  in  any  Treaty,  or  Negotiation,  between  this  and  any 
other  foreign  State.  The  faid  Earl  craves  leave  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  to  appeal  to  your  Lordfhips,  whether  all  the  Ends  for 
which  the  War  was  entered  into,  have  not  by  this  Treaty 
been  fully  attained  ?  Whether  it  does  not  appear  by  the  befl 
of  Proofs,  Experience,  that  the  Kingdoms  of  France  and 
Spain,  are,  by  the  Conventions  of  this  Treaty,  moft  effedually 
fepa rated  ?  And  whether  any  other  Expedient  could  have  been 
fo  fuccefsful  to  this  purpofe,  as  that  whereby  it  is  now  happi¬ 
ly  brought  about  ?  Whether  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe 
be  not  now  upon  a  better  Foot,  than  it  has  been  for  an  hun¬ 
dred  Years  paft  ?  Whether  the  Advantages  that  have  accrued 
to  Great  Britain  by  this  rfreaty  do  not  appear,  and  have 
not  appeared  in  the  Security  of  the  Proteftant  Succeflion,  and 
in  his  Majefty’s  peaceable  Acceftion  to  the  Throne,  with  the 
univerfal  Applaufe  of  his  Subjeds  ;  in  the  addition  made  to 
our  Wealth  in  the  great  Quantities  of  Bullion  lately  Coined  at 
the  Mint  ;  by  the  vaft  increafe  of  Shipping  employed  fmce  the 
Peace,  in  the  Fifhery  and  in  Merchandize,  and  by  the  remark¬ 
able  Rife  of  the  Cuftoms  upon  Import,  and  of  our  Manufadure, 

•and  the  Growth  of  our  Country  upon  Export  ?  For  the  Proof 
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But,  befides  thefe  mighty  Advantages,  there  were 
others  ftill  more  confiderable  (the  Demolition  of  Dun - 
kirk  only  excepted)  procured  from  the  Crown  of  Spain  ; 
for  by  the  ioth  Article,  the  full  and  entire  Property  of 
the  Town  and  Caftle  of  Gibraltar ,  with  all  things 
thereto  belonging,  are  given  up  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain ,  in  Propriety  to  be  held,  and  enjoyed  Abfolute- 
ly,  with  all  manner  of  Right  for  ever,  without  any 
Exception,  or  Impediment  whatfoever.  By  the  nth 
Article,  his  Catholic  Majefty  doth  in  like  manner,  for 
himfelf,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflors,  yield  to  the  Crown 
of  England ,  the  whole  Eland  of  Minorca ,  transferring 
to  the  faid  Crown  for  ever,  all  Right,  and  the  molt  ab- 
folute  Dominion  over  the  faid  Eland,  and  in  particular 
over  the  Town,  Caftle,  and  Fortifications  of  Port-Ma - 
bone .  All  that  Spain  referves  to  its  felf,  being  no  more 
than  the  Right  of  Pre-emption,  in  cafe  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain  fliall  at  any  Time  think  fit  to  alienate 
or  difpofe  of  the  faid  Fortrefs  of  Gibraltar ,  or  Eland  of 
Minorca .  By  the  13th  and  15th  Articles,  the  djjiento- 

Treaty  is  confirmed  as  fully,  effectually,  and  authen¬ 
tically,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  repeated  Word  for 
Word  in  the  faid  Treaty,  which  was  figned  at  Utrecht , 
on  the  2d  of  July ,  O.  S .  by  the  Biihop  of  Brijlol , 
then  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford ,  her 
Majefty’s  Plenipotentiaries^  and  the  Duke  de  Offunay 
and  the  Marquis  de  Monteleany  Plenipotentiaries  from 
his  Catholic  Majefty  Y. 

The 


of  which  Particulars,  he  refers  himfelf  to  thofe  Offices  and 
Books,  wherein  an  authentic  Account  of  them  is  contained. 

y  As  to  this  Treaty  with  Spain,  the  E  rl  of  Oxford,  in  his 
Anftyer  to  the  Impeachment,  lets  us  into  a  Fad  of  very  great 

Import ; 
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The  AjJlento  has  fince  made  fo  great  a  Figure  in 
our  Hi  (lories,  and  there  will  be  fuch  frequent  Occafion 
to  mention  it  in  the  fubfequent  Part  of  this  Work  (as 
that  Contrail  is  the  Bafis  of  the  South-Sea  Trade)  that 
I  find  myfelf  under  a  Neceffity,  as  well  for  the  fake  of 
Order  and  Perfpicuity,  as  for  the  Performance  of  what 
I  promt  fed,  to  enter  into  a  full  and  regular  Account  of 
all  the  Steps  taken  for  ereding  and  eflablifhing  this  great 
Company,  which  was  one  of  the  moll  fignal  Perform¬ 
ances  of  the  Oxford  Miniftry.  The  Earl  of  Godolphin , 
and  his  P  riends,  had  been  peculiarly  happy  in  the  Con- 
dudl  of  Public  Affairs,  and  the  Maintenance  of  Public 
Credit,  fo  long  as  the  Oppofition  given  them  did  not 
rife  fo  high,  as  to  hinder  their  carrying  Public  Points  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  j  but  after  they  once  found 
themfelves  in  that  Situation,  their  Difficulties  grew  upon 
them  daily,  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  contra^  Debts 
in  the  Public  Service,  exclufive  of  fuch  as  were  con- 
tradled  by,  and  provided  for  Annually  by  Parliament. 
At  firft,  thefe  Debts  were  feldom  mentioned,  fome  of 
them  being  pretty  old,  and  others  incurred  by  Deficien¬ 
cies,  and  the  Application  of  Funds  to  other  Services 


than 


Import  ;  for,  lays  he.  As  for  the  Matters  concerted  prevl- 
oully  with  Prance,  for  the  particular  Intereft  of  England 
without  the  original  Intervention  of  Holland,  the  States  were* 
fo  far  from  protefling  againft  her  Majelty’s  Meafures,  and  con¬ 
demning  her  Conduct  in  this  Refped,  that  their  Minilter 
profered  feveral  Times  in  their  Name,  to  have  led  the  Way 
m  the  moil  difficult  part  of  the  whole  Negotiation,  and  to 
have  cone  his  utmoil  to  facilitate  the  Conclufion  of  it,  pro¬ 
vided  his  Mailers  might  have  a  Share  in  the  Affiento-Con- 
tidct,  and  Trade  to  the  Spanifh  Weit-Jndies,  one  of  thofe 
Advantages  which  France  had  difeovered  its  Willingnefs  lhould 
bs  allowed,  previoully,  and  entirely  to  England. 
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than  they  were  originally  defigned  for.  The  drawing 
thefe  Debts  out  of  Obfcurity,  and  declaring  them  un¬ 
provided  for,  was  one  of  the  firft  Adis  of  the  New  Mi¬ 
ll  iftry  z,  Their  next  Care  was,  to  form  the  Proprietors 
of  thefe  Debts  into  a  Company,  which,  they  conceived, 
would  be  as  much  dependent  upon  them,  as  the  Bank , 
or  Eajl-India  Company  had  been  on  the  former  Miniftry* 
But  the  Bufinefs  was,  to  find  out  a  proper  Pretence  for 
ereding  fuch  a  new  Company ;  and  this  was  very  hap¬ 
pily  found,  and  very  dexteroufly  applied.  It  was  al¬ 
ways  matter  of  Wonder  to  the  greateft  Part  of  this  Na¬ 
tion,  why  the  War  was  not  pufhed  in  the  Wefi-Indies$ 
efpeciaJIy,  fince  there  was  a  Claufe  in  the  Grand  Alli¬ 
ance,  whereby  we  were  entitled  to  hold  whatever  we 
could  conquer  in  thofe  Parts.  Some  political  Reafons, 
however,  reftrained  the  Vigour  of  our  Arms  in  that 
Particular  ;  and  this,  though  the  old  Miniftry  were  very 
little  to  blame  in  it,  made  one  great  Topic  of  Public 
-  Clamour* 

'  . .  — -«* 
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z  The  Debts  declared  by  the  Statute,  are  as  follows. 


Debt  to  the  Navy,  Old,  New  and  Deficient  — 

Debt  to  the  Ordnance  - -  ■  ■■  — 

Debt  toTranfport-Service  .  — 

Old  Army-Debentures  of  laft  War  -  -  ■ 
Diffident  Tallies  8  Guliel.  — ■  ■■ 

Provifion  for  the  Navy,  Odt.  Nov.  Dec.  1 7 10 - 

Subfidies  to  the  Duchy  of  Hanover,  1 696  — 

Intereft  on  ditto,  from  Chriftmas  1 710  and  171 1 _ 

Loans  on  Cuftoms,  &c.  8  Anns  - — — - — . 

Intereft  on  ditto  — .  -- 


Intereft  on  the  whole,  from  Lady- Day  to 
Chriftmas,  17  u 

To  the  Year’s  Service  1 7 1 1  - 

Add,  for  odd  Shillings  and  Pence.  — ,r. 
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424,791 
1,01 8, 
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85,000 
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1,296,552 
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386,325 

500,000 
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Clamour.  When  a  Thing  is  once  made  the  Theme  of 
common  Difcourfe,  many  Lights  come  to  be  ftruck  out 
in  Relation  to  it,  that  were  not  thought  of  before  :  and 
this  was  the  Cafe  here;  fome  Merchants  of  Brifitl  taking 
this  Matter  into  Confutation,  began  to  apprehend,  that, 
however  the  Miniftry  might  be  bound,  private  Perfons 
weie  not  obliged  to  let  flip  Advantages  of  this  Nature ; 
and  therefore,  they  refolved  to  fit  out  two  Ships  for 
the  South  Seas ,  upon  their  private  Account;  which  they 
did  ;  and  thefe  Ships  returning  in  the  Year  17  u,  after 
having  made  many  rich  Prizes,  the  Wealth  of  th l  South 
Seas  came  to  make  a  great  Noife.  This  determined 
the  New  Miniftry  to  join  an  ample  Security  for  the 
Debts  hitherto  unprovided  for,  with  the  Profpedl  of  the 
Trade  to  the  South  Seas,  and  by  this  means,  fix  their 
whole  Defign  at  once.  Upon  this  Plan,  they  made  fome 
1  'ropofals  to  the  monied  People,  who  having  been  long 
attached  to  the  former  Adminiftration,  treated  the  whole 
as  Chimerical,  and  a  Projedt  that  could  never  be  brought 
to  bear.  I  mention  this  Circumftance,  only  to  {hew  how 
little  Dependance  foould  be  placed  on  the  Refolution  of 
Men  who  are  known  to  be  governed  by  nothing  but 
their  Interefts ;  for,  notwithftanding  their  flighting  the 
Propofal  when  it  was  firft  made.  Lord  Oxford ,  and  his 
F riends  carried  on  this  Scheme  with  Succefs a. 

In 


a  As  the  Bufmefs  of  this  Voyage  to  the  South  Seas  vew 
nearly  concerns  the  Subjeft  of  this  Work,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  take  Notice,  as  concifely  as  poiTible,  of  the  moft  remarkable 
Circumftances  attending  this  Affair.  The  Ships  fitted  out  up¬ 
on  this  Occafion,  were,  The  Duke  of  thirty  Guns,  and  1-0 
Men,  commanded  by  Captain  Woods  Rogers;  and  The 
Dutchefs,  of  twenty-fix  Guns,  and  150  Men,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand 
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In  the  firft  Place,  they  took  care  to  give  a  very  plau- 
fible  Account  to  the  World,  of  the  Nature  of  this  Un¬ 
dertaking  ;  and,  which  {hewed  their  political  Dexterity, 
they  made  the  very  Contempt,  which  was  at  firft  ex- 
prefled  for  their  Defign,  fubfervient  to  its  Promotion ; 
for  they  gave  out,  that  the  laft  Miniftry  having  been 
carelefs  of  the  Nation’s  Intereft  in  this  Refpecft,  were  de- 
firous  of  covering  their  Reputation,  by  representing  that 
as  impracticable,  which  they  had  never  attempted* 
They  took  Notice,  likewiie,  of  its  having  been  always 
thought  the  fureft  way  of  diftrefting  the  Spaniard ;  and, 
to  demonftrate  this,  they  printed  a  Propofal  of  the  like 
Nature,  which  was  made  in  Parliament,  fo  long  ago 
as  in  the  Year  1624.  They  further  obferved,  that  this 
was  profecuting  the  War  againft  the  *  French  too, 
who  carried  on  a  mighty  Trade  in  the  South  Seas ,  and 
were  actually  making  Settlements  there.  This  took  off 

Vol,  IV.  R  the 


inand  of  Captain  Stephen  Courtney.  The  famous  Captain 
Dampier,  whofe  Voyages  have  made  him  known  throughout 
v  Europe,  was  on  board  one  of  thefe  Veffels,  as  Pilot  ;  they  fail¬ 
ed  from  Briflol  on  the  ill  of  Auguft,  1708,  and  having  hap¬ 
pily  palled  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  they  not  only  took  fe- 
veral  Ships  in  the  South  Seas,  but  feveral  Towns  alfo  upon 
the  Coaft  ;  and  on  the  22d  of  December,  1709,  they  met  with 
the  Acapulco  Ship,  that  is,  the  Idler  of  the  two  Ships  which 
fail  Annually  from  the  Ealt- Indies  to  Mexico  ;  fhe  was  of  the 
Burthen  of  400  Ton,  and  carried  twenty  Guns,  and  as  many 
Pattararoes.  The  Adion  lalled  about  half  an  flour,  and  the 
Value  of  the  Prize  was  about  2,000,000  Pieces  of  Eiaht; 
the  larger  Acapulco  Ship  fell  alfo  in  their  Way,  which  they 
attacked  two  Days  fuccefively  ;  but,  as  (lie  was  of  qoo  Ton 
Burthen,  and  had  60 0  Men  on  board,  they  found  it  impoflible 
to  take  her,  which  made  them  determine  to  return  by  the 
Eaft-Indies ;  Captain  Dover  being  appointed  Commander  of 
the  Acapulco  Ship,  with  which  they  arrived  faftly  in  the 
Downs,  on  the  2d  of  Odoher,  1711. 
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the  Edge  from  every  Argument  that  could  be  offered  , 
as  to  the  impoffibility  of  the  Defign  ;  for  all  who  talked 
in  that  Stile,  were  confidered  now^s  Enemies  to  the 
Englijb  Nation,  and  Perfons  abfolutely  in  a  foreign  In¬ 
terelf.  To  give  the  Thing  the  higheft  Glofs,  and  to 
fix  the  Nation  in  a  full  Opinion  of  the  great  Profit  that 
might  be  made  by  this  1  rade.  Care  was  taken  to  cir¬ 
culate  a  Notion  in  Holland ,  about  the  Time  that  Sir  Ho~ 
venden  Walker  undertook  his  Expedition  againft  Canada , 
that  the  true  Intent  of  that  Armament  was  againft 
Peru .  This  had  the  defigned  ErFedt  $  the  Dutch  took 
Umbrage  at  it,  and  exprefled  loudly  enough  their  Dif- 
fatisfadlion  at  our  entering  on  any  fuch  Views.  This 
anfwered  the  End  propofed,  and  begot  an  extraordinary 
Concurrence  in  the  new  Scheme  here.  The  Debts  un¬ 
provided  for,  were  next  Liquidated  at  9,471,321  /.  on 
which,  an  Annuity  at  the  Rate  of  61.  per  Cent .  was 
granted,  untill  the  Principal  was  paid,  which  amounted  to 
568,279  /.  The  Company  were  incorporated  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  T rade  to  the  South  Seas ,  and  by  their  Charter, 
there  was  veiled  in  them,  and  their  Succeffors,  the  foie 
Trade  into,  and  from,  all  the  Kingdoms  and  Lands  on 
the  Eaft  Side  of  America ,  from  the  River  Oroonoco ,  to 
the  Southermoft  Part  of  Terra  del  Fuego ,  and  on  the 
Weft  Side  thereof,  from  the  faid  Southermoft  Part  of 
Terra  del  Fuego ,  through  the  South  Sea ,  to  the  Norther- 
moft  Part  of  America,  and  into,  and  from  all  the 
Countries,  Illands,  and  Places  within  the  faid  Limits, 
which  are  reputed  to  belong  to  Spain,  or  which  fhall 
hereafter  be  found  out,  or  diicovered  within  the  Limits 
aforefaid,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  Leagues  from  the 
Continent  of  America ,  on  the  faid  Weft  Side  thereof, 

except 
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except  the  Kingdom  of  Brazil ,  and  fuch  other  Places 
on  the  Eaft-fide  o i  America ,  as  are  now  in  the  Pofiefliort 
'of  the  King  of  Portugal ,  and  the  Country  of  Surinam , 
in  the  PofTeflion  of  the  States-General.  And  to  give  the 
Thing  the  greater  SanClion,  the  faid  Company,  and 
none  elfe,  were  to  Trade  within  the  faid  Limits;  and 
if  any  other  Perfon  (hall  Trade  to  the  South  Seas ,  they 
fhall  forfeit  the  Ship  and  Goods,  and  double  Value  : 
One  fourth  Part  to  the  Crown  ;  another  fourth  Part  td 
the  Profocutor;  and  the  other  two  Fourths  to  the  Ufe 
of  the  Company.  And  the  Company  fhall  be  the  foie 
Owners  of  the  Iflands,  Forts,  &c.  which  they  fhall 

.  .  *  '■  j  . 

difcover,  within  the  faid  Limits,  to  be  held  of  the 
Crown,  under  the  Annual  Rent  of  an  Ounce  of  Gold, 
and  of  all  Ships  taken  as  Prize,  by  the  Ships  of  the 
faid  Company,  and  the  Company  may  feize  by  Force 
of  Arms,  all  other  Britijh  Ships,  trading  in  thofe  Seas. 
The  Stock  of  this  Corporation  was  to  arifc  from  the 
Subfcription  of  thefe  public  Debts,  and  the  Sum  of 
8,279  /.  was  granted  for  the  Charges  of  Management ; 
and  as  Trade  could  not  be  carried  on  without  Money, 
fo  the  Governor  and  Directors  of  the  New  Company, 
had  Power  by  their  Charter,  to  make  any  Call,  not 
exceeding  io  per  Cent .  for  the  Profecution  of  thid 
Trade  b. 

The  Lord  High  Treafurer  Oxford ,  than  whom  no 
Minifter  had  cleaner  Hands,  or  a  founder  Head,  faw, 
with  great  Satisfaction,  the  South  Sea  Company’s  Stock 

R  2  Subfcribed^ 


b  See  the  Aft  of  Parliament,  The  Charter  of  the  Company,;, 
and  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  The  true  Defign  ar.d  Advantages  of 
the  South  Sea  Trade,-  &c. 
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Subfcribed,  by  the  very  People  who  had  treated  his  Pro¬ 
ject  as  a  Chimera.  He  knew,  much  better  than  they, 
how  far  it  was  Chimerical ;  he  knew  that  no  Advanta¬ 


geous  FsaJe  could  be  carried  on,  according  to  the  Scheme 
oi  the  Charter ;  but  when  the  Charter  was  granted,  it 
was  too  early  for  him  to  difcover  what  he  really  meant 
by  Traoe  to  the  South  Sods.  In  the  Year  1713,  the  Af- 
fiento  Treaty,  or.  Agreement  between  King  Philip  of 
Spain,  and  the  Guinea  Company  in  France,  for  the  fur- 
"v  n‘hiing  Negroes  to  the  JFeJl-Indies,  determined  j  and  the 
Lord  Treafurer  had  an  Agent  of  his  in  Spain,  who  took 
Notice  of  it  to  the  Duke  d’Otfuna,  hinting  alfo  that  the 
Granting  this  to  the  Englijh,  might  prove  a  Means  to 
the  bringing  about  a  Peace  j  inasmuch,  as  it  was  one 
of  the  principal  Points  propofed  by  the  private  Treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  King  Charles,  the  Propofal 
was  eagerly  embraced,  becaufe  it  not  only  had  a  Ten¬ 
dency  to  anfwer  the  great  End  of  fettling  King  Philip’s 
Title  by  a  Peace ;  but  it  alfo  gave  a  Handle  to  the 
Spaniards  to  rid  themfelves  of  the  French ,  w'hofe  Dealings 
in  the  South  Seas  had  long  given  them  great  Umbrage ; 
and  thus  this  great  Minifter  brought  about  in  Spain, 
what  few  had  any  Thoughts  of  in  England j  and  pro¬ 
cured  this  to  be  offered  by  King  Philip,  as  a  Means  of 
conciliating  the  Intereft  of  the  two  Crowns,  and  renew¬ 
ing  the  old  Correfpondence  between  the  two  Nations. 
In  Confequence  of  this,  a  Projedt,  confifting  of  forty- 
two  Articles,  was  delivered  to  his  Cathode  Majefty, 
who,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1713,  Ratified  them  b  * 
his  Royal  Decree  at  Madrid ;  and  thefe  are  the  Articles 
fo  fclemnly  confirmed  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  before- 
mentioned,  and  have  been  the  Bafts  of  the  Trade  car- 

ried 
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Tied  on  by  the  South  Sea  Company ;  which,  if  it  has 
not,  might  certainly  have  been  made  extreamly  benefi¬ 
cial  to  this  Nation  c. 

This  Ajjiento  Contrail  ftipulates,  in  the  firft  Place, 
That  from  the  ill  of  May  1713,  to  the  ifl  of  May 
1743,  the  Company  (hall  Tranfport  into  the  Spanijh 
Weft-Indies ,  144,000  Negroes  of  both  Sexes,  and  of  all 
Ages,  at  the  Rate  of  4800  Negroes  every  Year;  that 
for  each  Negroe  the  AJfientiJls  fliall  pay  33  1-3  Pieces  of 
Eight,  in  full  for  all  Royal  Duties ;  that  the  faid  Af- 
fienti/ts  fhall  advance  his  Catholic  Majefly  200,000  Pieces 
of  Eight,  upon  the  Terms  preferibed  in  the  Contrail ; 
That  twice  a  Year  they  fhall  pay  the  before-mentioned 
Duties  of  4000  Negroes,  his  Catholic  Majefly  giving 
them  the  Duty  on  the  other  800,  to  ballance  their  Rifk, 
and  extraordinary  Expences ;  that  his  Catholic  Majefly, 
and  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  fhall  each  be  concerned 
a  Quarter  Part  in  the  faid  Trade,  and  fliall  be  allowed 
a  Quarter  of  the  Profits,  which  fliall  be  accounted  for, 
by  the  Affientijls ,  upon  Oath,  that  during  this  Space, 
neither  the  French  Guiney- Company,  or  the  Subjects  of 
any  other  Crown,  fliall  have  any  Licence  to  import 
Negroes;  and  in  Cafe  they  fhould  import  them,  they 
fliall  be  confidered  as  Contraband,  and  the  Company 
fhall  have  Power  to  confifcate  them,  with  many  other 
Claufes  for  the  Security  of  this  Trade,  which  it  is  not  ne- 
ceflary  for  me  here  to  mention.  I  fliall  content  myfelf 
with  obferving,  that  the  Rights  and  Privileges  granted  by 

R  3  this 


c  See  the  Afliento  Treaty  in  the  3d  Volume  of  the  Collec¬ 
tion  of  Treaties,  and  the  feveral  Pamphlets  written  that  Year, 
in  Support  of  the  Miniflry,  and  in  j unification  of  the  Peace. 
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this  Contract,  were  all  by  Direction  from  the  Queen, 
properly  affigned  to  the  South  Sea  Company;  and  though 
it  might  be,  as  I  believe  it  was,  true,  that  a  little  Job¬ 
bing  was  pradtifed  in  making  thefe  Affignments,  yet  the 
whole  was  mofl  advantageous  to  this  Nation ;  and  if  we 
have  not  reaped  fuch  Benefits  from  this  Contract,  as  we 
might  have  done,  we  ought  not  to  blame  the  Treaty 
of  Utiecht,  but  ourfelves ;  for  there  is  no  ferving  any 
Nation,  after  it  is  come  to  a  certain  Height  of  Cor¬ 
ruption.  It  may  be  thought  a  little  too  late  to  make 
thefe  Refledlions ;  but  I  am  fenfible,  while  I  am  writing 
this,  that  as  we  turned  out  the  French ,  fo  the  French 
are  now  endeavouring  to  turn  us  out,  in  which,  if  they 
fhould  fucceed,  it  muff  have  very  bad  Confequences. 
This,  however,  I  own,  appears  to  me  impoffible,  let 
us  go  on  how  we  will ;  for,  if  we  make  a  Peace  with 
Spain,  furely  we  fhall  have  the  Ajjiento  continued,  at 
leaf!  foi  the  Number  of  Years  the  Company  have  been 
deprived  of  their  Trade;  but,  if  we  Hill  carry  on  the 
War,  we  may  fo  fenfibly  diftrefs  Spain ,  on  the  one  Hand, 
and  have  it  fo  much  in  our  Power,  to  gratify  her  on  the 
other,  that  we  may  unqueftionably  obtain  in  this,  and 
every  other  Refpeft,  all  the  Advantages  we  can  wifh, 
or  reafonably  require ;  but,  if  we  fhould  appear  to  the 
Spaniards,  neither  in  the  Light  of  formidable  Enemies, 
or  ufeful  Allies,  the  French  may  indeed  fupplant  us,  and 
then,  no  doubt,  we  fhall  be  told,  that  this  Branch  of 
Commerce  was  inconfiderable,  and  that  nobody  got  by 
it  but  the  Supercargoes. 

I  t  has  been  fuggefted,  that,  whatever  Benefits  we 
might  receive  by  this  Treaty,  there  was  Hill  much  great¬ 
er  Advantages,  that  might  have  been  acquired,  if  we 
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had  not  differed  them  to  have  Hipped  through  our  Fin¬ 
gers.  I  fhall  take  fome  Notice  of  thefe.  In  the  fii  11 
Place,  it  has  been  faid,  that  we  might  at  that  I  ime 
have  made  our  felves  Mailers  of  the  Indies,  or  at  lead 
of  the  Trade  of  them.  I  do  not  fee  how  this  can  be 
proved.  For  on  the  one  Hand,  our  open  Enemies 
were  extremely  ftrong  there,  fo  as  not  only  to  act  up¬ 
on  the  Defenfive,  but  even  to  attack,  and  that  fuccefs- 
fully  too,  the  Settlements  of  our  Allies,  the  rortugaezr, 
and  on  the  other  Hand,  not  the  Dutch  only,  but  all 
the  Confederates  were  extremely  averfe  to  our  making 
Conquefts  in  the  Wef -Indies  ;  which,  was  the  true  and 
only  Reafon  why,  under  the  Earl  of  Godotphin’ s  Mi- 
niftry,  they  were  forborn.  In  Time  of  War,  therefore, 
it  does  not  appear  we  were  able  to  do  much  againil  the 
Spaniards ,  and  againil  the  French ,  we  were  Hill  in  a 
worfe  Condition ;  for  in  the  Iflands  they  were  too  ftrong 
for  us,  from  their  having  but  few  Colonies,  and  thofe 
well  Peopled;  and  in  Canada,  they  found  the  Situation 
of  the  Country  and  its  Climate,  fufficiently  defended. 
It  was  only  in  Newfoundland,  that  we  had  any  Profpedl 
of  making  Conquefts ;  and  there  they  gave  us  up  Fla - 
centia,  the  only  Place  they  held.  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned  the  A  flair  of  Cape  Breton,  which  fome  Writers 
have  called  a  Mine  of  Gold,  given  up  by  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht  to  the  French ;  and  the  Reafon  affigned  for 
it,  is  this :  That  if  that  Illand  had  not  been  left  to  the 
French,  we  Ihould  have  pofleffed  the  Filhery  in  that 
Part  of  the  World  without  a  Rival ;  and  might  con- 
fequenlly  have  made  what  Market  of  it  we  | leafed. 
Yet,  however  palatable  this  Reafon  may  be  at  Home, 
I  am  fure,  nothing  raifes  us  fo  many  Enemies  Abroad  ; 
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th.s  Notion  of  Monopolizing  Trade,  and  flatting  our 

Neighbours  out  of  it  by  Force,  has  a  very  bad  Effeft, 

and  is  the  Engine  c9nftantly  made  ufe  of  by  the  French, 

to  prejudice  our  good  Allies  the  Dutch  againft  us.  I 

crave  Leave  to  add,  that  Experience  hath  flewn  the 

Fadt  to  be  otherwife,  than  it  was  then  reprefented  j  we 

were,  all  the  prefent  breaking  out  of  the  War  with  Spain, 

m  PoLeffion  of  a  very  great  Trade  in  Newfoundland ; 

and  whenever  a  Peace  is  made.  Care  will  no  doubt  be 

taken,  that  it  (hall  be  reftored  to  us  in  its  full  Extent, 

and  then  I  conceive  we  fhall  have  no  great  Caufe  to 
murmur. 

We  find  it  alfo  objefled,  that  greater  Security  was 
not  obtained  for  us  in  the  Mediterranean ;  where,  they 
fay,  we  fhould  not  only  have  had  Gibraltar ,  but  a  Terri¬ 
tory  round  it.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  they  had  given  us  a 
Plan  of  this  Fortrefs,  with  the  Territory  they  expedted, 
and  then  at  the  Clofe  of  the  prefent  War,  perhaps,  it 
might  be  obtained.  But  it  is  our  Misfortune,  that  even 
in  Points  of  fuch  Importance  as  thefe,  we  borrow  our 
Opinions,  rather  from  the  Parties  to  which  we  attach 
ourfelves,  than  from  the  Nature  of  Things  themfelves. 

F or,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  many  of  thofe  who  infilled 
with  the  utmoft  Vehemence  on  this  Error,  in  the  Trea¬ 
ty  of  Uti  echt ,  afterwards,  when  their  Scheme  of  Po¬ 
litics  weie  changed,  were  as  warm  in  allerting,  that 
Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  too,  were  of  little  or  no  Ufe 
and  were  adually  inclined  to  give  them  up  to  Spain,  not 
in  Confideration  of  any  Equivalent  to  be  given  to  Great 
Britain ,  but  in  order  to  have  fuch  a  Peace  made,  as 
would  fuit  the  Interell  of  our  Foreign  Allies.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  eafy  to  difcern  through  the  Mills  of  Parties, 

what 
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what,  in  this  Refpedt,  are  the  true  Interefls  of  Britain. 
All  that  can  be  fairly  faid  of  this  Matter,  lies  in  a  nar¬ 
row  Compafs ;  the  Security  of  our  Trade  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean ,  is  well  provided  for,  by  our  having  in  our  Pof- 
feffion,  the  very  bell  Haven  in  the  Mcditteranean ,  I 
mean  that  of  Port-Mahon ,  the  Influence  derived  from 
which,  when  properly  attended  to,  mull  always  make 
us  Matters  of  thofe  Seas,  and  put  it  in  our  Power 
to  give  Law  to  the  French.  If  an  Engli/h  Civil  Go¬ 
vernment  were  once  ettablithed  in  the  Ifland  of  Afli- 
norca ,  and  a  Town  ere&ed  there,  capable  of  becoming 
the  Centre  of  our  Trade  in  thofe  Parts,  we  thould  very 
foon  fee  the  Worth  of  that  Ifland,  and  recover  the  bed 
Part  of  the  Trade  we  have  loft.  But  Military  Govern¬ 
ments  agree  fo  little  with  the  Induftry  of  a  Trading 
People,  and  are  in  themfelves  fo  repugnant  to  the  Ge¬ 
nius  of  the  Britijh  Nation,  that  I  do  not  at  all  wonder. 
Men  of  good  Senfe  of  all  Parties,  have  fecretly  an  In¬ 
clination,  that  both  Gibraltar  and  Minorca ,  fhould 
be  given  up,  for  the  fame  Reafon  that  the  Patriots  in 
King  Charles  II.  Reign,  forced  him  to  part  with  Tan¬ 
gier.  But,  be  this  as  it  will,  we  certainly  have  no  Right 
to  cry  down  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht ,  for  furnifhing  us 
with  Advantages,  which  our  own  Corruption  will  not 
allow  us  to  keep. 

To  conclude  this  Part  of  my  Subject,  I  mult  obferve, 
that  upon  the  Clofe  of  the  War,  the  French  found 
themfelves  totally  outed  of  all  Pretenfions  to  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  the  Sea.  We  have  in  part,  demonftrated 
this,  in  the  laft  Volume ;  but,  fomething  more  remains 
to  be  faid  here.  Mod  of  our  Conquefts,  indeed  all  of 

them  that  were  of  any  Ufe  to  us,  were  made  by  our 

.  Fleets. 


/ 


2.50  NAVAL  HISTORY 

*',ee;S-  Sir  GeorZe  Rooke  'ook  Gfck,  and  Sir  J bhn 
.  reduced  Minorca ;  and  beiides,  it  is  evident,  that 
it  was  our  Fleet  alone  that  fupported  King  Charles  in 
ataloma ,  and  kept  the  King  of  Portugal  Heady  to  the 
Grand  Alliance;  which,  befides  the  Advantages  it 
brought  to  the  Common  Caufe,  fecured  to  us  the  in- 
valuable  Profits  of  our  Trade  to  that  Country ;  and  all 
this,  again  ft  the  Spirit,  Genius,  and  Inclination  of  the 
Kings  of  Portugal,  and  their  Minifters,  who  were  all, 
at  that  Time,  in  the  French  Intereft  in  their  Hearts  • 
from  which,  they  had  never  departed,  fo  much  as  in 
Shew,  if  the  moil  Chrijlian  King  had  been  able  to  per¬ 
form  what  we  did ;  fince,  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
Portugueze  firft  offered  themfelves  to,  and  contraded  an 
Alliance  with,  that  Monarch,  and  his  Grand-Son  of 
Spain.  At  the  fame  time,  our  Fleets  prevented  the 
French  from  failing  in  the  Mediterranean ,  where  they 
had  made  a  Figure  in  the  laft  War,  and  kept  many  of 
the  Italian  States  in  Awe.  The  very  Algerines,  and 
other  Piratical  States  of  Barbary ,  contrary  to  their  Na¬ 
tural  Propenfity  to  the  French,  were  now  Obfequious  to 
us,  and  entertained  no  manner  of  Doubt  of  the  Superi¬ 
ority  of  our  Flag.  To  fpeak  the  Truth,  the  Slacknefs 
of  the  Dutch,  in  fending  Ships  to  this  Part  of  the  World, 
had  in  this  Relped,  an  Effed  happy  enough  for  us,  fince 
it  occafioned  our  being  confidered  as  the  leading  Power 
by  all,  who  had  any  Concerns  with  us  and  them.  Yet 
it  muft  be  admitted,  that  in  the  Courfe  of  this  War’ 
the  French  performed  fome  extraordinary  Exploits  in  the* 
Attacking  the  Fleets  and  Colonies  of  us,  and  our  Allies, 
at  which  we  need  not  wonder,  fince  now,  this  was  all 
thpy  had  in  their  Power ;  and  though  it  difturbed  us  a 

good. 
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«ood  deal,  and  brought  them  fome  Profit,  yet  it  was 
OTore  a  Mark  of  their  Weaknefs,  than  of  ours ;  for 
what  greater,  what  more  glorious  Argument  of  our  Na¬ 
val  Force,  than  our  finking  a  great  Maritime  Power  in¬ 
to  a  petty  Piratical  State  ?  Let  us  but  confider  the  F  i- 
gure  that  France  made  at  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  War, 
and  at  the  End  of  this.  She  had  then  her  Fleets  as  well  as 
we;  nay,  fhe  had  fometimes  better  Fleets;  inftead  of  wait¬ 
ing  till  (he  was  attacked,  or  giving  us  the  Trouble  to  go 
and  feek  her  Squadrons  at  a  Diftance,  fhc  fpread  die 
Sea  with  her  Navy,  and  infulted  us  upon  our  own  Coafts, 
though  we  had  Spain  for  u.s  in  all  that  War  ;  yet  it 
yvas  thought  extremely  dangerous  for  us  to  winter  in  its 
Ports ;  and  every  Body  knows,  every  Body  may  fee 
from  this,  and  other  Hiftories,  that,  while  we  protected 
Spain,  by  our  Fleets,  we  were  often  in  Danger,  for  want 
of  them,  of  being  invaded  at  Home.  But,  in  this  War, 
the  Enemy  feldom  appeared  at  Sea,  and  always  quitted 
it  at  our  Approach.  Our  Naval  Empire  commenced 
from  the  Battel  of  Malaga ;  the  Extinction  of  the  French 
Force  at  Sea,  was  in  a  manner  completed  by  our  En¬ 
terprise  on  Toulon.  dhey  were  from  that  d  ime,  in¬ 
capable  of  any  great  Expedition,  and  the  only  Attempt 
of  that  kind  they  made,  I  mean  the  pityful  one  on 
Scotland,  (hewed  it.  They  dole  from  our  Fleet  through 
the  Advantage  of  Winds  and  Tides  ;  the  Apprebenlion 
of  being  overtaken,  hindered  them  from  Landing,  and 
their  Return,  was  a  plain  Flight;  in  a  Word,  to  Sum 
up  all,  we  had  to  deal  in  the  firft  War  with  the  Fleets 
of  Brejl  and  Toulon,  capable  of  difputing  with  us  the 
Dominion  of  the  Sea  in  our  full  Strength  ;  in  this,  if  we 

could  guard  againft  the  Piccaroons  of  St.  Maloes,  and 

Dunkirk, 
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DunhrZ,  all  was  well;  our  Merchant-men  fuffered 
fometimes ;  but  our  Fleets  and  Squadrons  were  always 

?  7Y:  T? in  the  trivial  War> between  ship! 

,e  bad  the  Advantage ;  upon  the  whole,  as  appears  by 
the  Admuakys  Computation,  which  thews,  not  only 

f  p  6  h'Cn‘h  fuffered  more  than  we,  but,  what  I  believe 
ew  eople  have  obferved,  that  they  fuffered  a  Third 

more  m  this  War,  than  they  did  in  the  laft,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  many  Sea-Fights  in  that,  and  there  being 
kut  a  tingle  one  in  this d. 

There  happened  no  further  Naval  Armaments  with¬ 
in  the  Compafs  of  this  Reign,  except  the  fending  a 

Squadron 
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Ihewn  what  was  loft  on  both  Sides  in  the  laft  Wa^  and  f 
in^that,  ,3  1  of  Sh,P'n&  “lore  in  this  War  than 

Lift  of  Englith  Ships  loft,  or  taken,  in  Queen  Anne’s  War.' 
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Squadron  into  the  Mediterranean ,  under  the  Command 
of  Sir  James  Wijhart ;  the  Defign  of  it,  without  Quef- 
tion,  was  to  execute  what  remained  to  be  executed  of 
the  Peace ;  and,  as  his  Catholic  Majefty  was,  at  that 
Time,  intent  on  the  Redudtion  of  Catalonia ,  the  Eng- 
lijh  Fleet  rendered  him  fome  Services ;  which,  however, 
made  a  great  Noife  at  Home  \  for,  as  the  Catalans  had 
been  originally  brought  into  the  War  by  the  Perfuafion  of 
the  Queen’s  Minilter,  and  upon  repeated  Promifes  of  her 
Majefty’s  conftant  Support  of  them,  it  was  thought  not 
a  little  extraordinary,  that  the  Englift)  Fleet  flrould  afford 
any  Countenance,  much  lefs  AiMance,  to  the  Enemies 

of 
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Of  that  brave  People,  who  Hi]]  confidered  themfelves  as 
the  Allies  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  true,  that  many  plau- 
hble  Things  were  offered  in  Excufe  of  this  Condudt. 
It  was  fa  id,  that  her  Majefty  had  done  all  that  lay  in 
her  Power,  to  procure  for  thefe  People,  the  Continuance 
of  their  Ancient  Privileges;  and  that,  though  {he had  not 
abfolutely  fucceeded  in  this,  yet  the  had  procured  them  art 
Equivalent  for  their  Antient  Privileges ;  which  was  Ihar- 
mg  thofe  of  Caftile,  and  particularly  that  of  being  capable 
of  Concern  in  theTradeto  the  Weft-Indies-,  from  which, 
other  Subjects  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  are  excluded.  To 
this  it  was  added,  that  it  was  in  a  great  Meafure  owing 
to  the  Faults  of  the  Catalans  themfelves,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty’s  Interpolition  did  not  fucceed  to  the  full ;  face, 
while  fhe  was  applying  in  their  Favour,  to  King  Philip, , 
they  actually  declared  War  againft  Him ;  which,  put 
it  out  of  her  Majefty ’s  Power  to  follicit  for  them  any 
longer.  It  was  likewife  alledged,  that  the  Emperor 
might  have  ftipulated  Conditions  for  them,  under  the 
Guaranty  of  her  Majefty,  in  his  Provifional  Treaty  for 
the  Evacuation  of  that  Province ;  fo  that,  upon  the  whole, 
it  ought  to  be  underftood,  that  whatever  Mercy  thefe 
People  received,  flowed  from  the  Care  taken  of  them  by 
the  Queen  ;  whereas,  the  many  and  great  Miferies  they 
fuffered,  were  abfolutely  the  Effedts  of  their  own  Pre- 
verfenefs  and  Obftinacy. 

But,  that  I  may  not  appear  an  Apologia,  rather  than 
an  Hiftorian,  I  mud  fpeak  my  Sentiments  fincerely  of 
this  Matter.  The  Obligation  that  Great  Britain  was 
under,  to  protect  thefe  People,  was  very  clear,  and 
withal  fo  Strong,  and  fo  binding  on  the  Government, 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive,  how  any  Minifters,  and 
especially  thofe  who  Counter-Signed  the  very  Inftruc- 
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tions  for  giving  fuch  Aflitfances  to  the  Catalans ,  could 
believe  it  right,  or  could  even  imagine  it  excufable, 
not  to  fecure  them  their  Privileges  by  the  Peace.  As  to 
their  having  this  in  their  Power,  it  appears  to  me  a 
Thing  abfolutely  clear  ;  for,  when  they  fir  ft  thought  of 
the  Peace,  they  knew  the  Engagements  they  were  un¬ 
der  to  thefe  People,  and  they  ought  to  have  taken  Care, 
that  what  had  been  promifed  them  upon  the  public 
Faith,  (hould  have  been  performed.  Befides,  it  appears 
plainly  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Spain ,  that  our 
Miniftry  had  Power  enough  to  obtain  the  whole  King¬ 
dom  of  Sicily  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  and  one  cannot 
eafily  conceive,  that  People,  who  were  able  to  do  fo 
much  to  oblige  one  Ally,  (hould  not  be  able  to  obtain 
Juft  ice  for  another.  The  Truth  feems  to  have  been,  that 
the  Spanifh  Court  were  very  defirous  of  carrying  this 
Point,  and  found  a  Way  to  gain  our  Minifter,  who  was 
fent  thither,  before  the  formal  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty* 
to  relax  a  little  in  this  Particular ;  which,  perhaps,  he 
did  not  confider,  in  the  Light  that  I  do ;  and  after¬ 
wards,  it  was  impolfible  to  recover,  what  had  been  once 
departed  from.  I  am  very  far,  however,  from  thinking, 
that  all  the  Minifters  then  about  the  Queen,  were  cul¬ 
pable  in  this  Matter.  I  have  Reafon  to  doubt,  whether 
the  Lord  T reafurer  Oxford  came  into  that  Meaiure  z  and 
I  have  Authority  to  fay,  that  the  late  Duke  of  Budkin g- 
hamjhire  was  fo  far  from  concurring  in  it,  that  he 
brought  this  Matter  twice  upon  the  Carpet  in  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  exerted  all  his  Intereft  to  have  prevented  the 
Catalans  from  being  given  up  as  they  were.  I  am  like- 
wife  allured,  that  whatever  Sir  James  Wljhart  did,  was 
from  his  own  Conftrudtion  of  his  Inftrudiions,  and  not 
from  any  exprefs  Directions  contained  in  them*  This, 

fo 
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fc.  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  is  the  Truth,  and 

the  whole  Truth  without  Difguife  or  Aleviation  ;  and, 

if  there  was  any  Minifter,  whofe  Intereft  with  the 

Queen  contributed  in  any  Degree  to  thefe  poor  People’s 

Misfortune,  I  freely  own,  that  I  think  he  departed  in 

this  Refpedt  from  the  Duty  he  owed  his  Miftrefs  and 
his  Country* 


I  am  now  to  proceed  from  the  general  Hiftory  of  the 
Naval  Operations  in  this  Reign,  to  the  particular  Me¬ 
moirs  of  fuch  eminent  Seamen  as  Flourilhed  under  it ; 
and  as  I  have  taken  particular  Pains  to  be  well  informed 
as  to  their  Conduct  and  Behaviour,  fo  I  fhall  deliver 
what  has  come  to  my  Hands,  with  the  utmoil  Im¬ 
partiality;  at  the  fame  Time,  I  muft  exprefs  my  deep 
Regret,  that  many  Circumftances  relating  to  the  worthy 
Men  of  whom  I  am  to  fpeak,  are  attended  with  more 
Obfcurity  than  I  could  wifh,  notwithftanding  the  Re- 
centnefs  of  the  Fads,  and  the  Obligation  that  public  and 
private  Hiftorians  were  under,  to  have  preferved,  as 
far  as  were  in  their  Power,  whatever  might  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  Honour  of  thofe  brave  Men,  who  fo 
gallantly  expofed  themfelves  for  the  Advantage  of  their 
Native  Country,  and  to  whofe  Courage  and  Condudl 
we  Hand  indebted  for  the  many  Advantages  this  Nation 
Rill  enjoys,  as  well  for  the  Force  and,  Reputation  of 
our  Maritime  Power,  which  has  extended  itfelf  to  the 
moft  diftant  Parts  of  the  World,  and,  under  this  Reign 
particularly,  drew  the  higheft  Refpedt  to  the  Englijh 
Flag  wherever  it  appeared.  As  it  fecured  to  us  fuch  a 
mighty  Acceffion  of  Trade,  that  the  Shiping  of  this 
Kingdom  was  encreafed  near  a  Third,  from  the  Conclu- 
jion  of  the  Peace,  to  the  Death  of  the  Queen. 
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AS  Fame  ought  conftantly  to  attend  on  Virtue,  fo 
without  doubt,  it  ought  to  follow  in  a  particular 
Manner,  that  Kind  of  Virtue  which  is  of  greateft  Ufe 
to  Society;  I  mean,  true,  adtive  and  well-condufted 
Public  Spirit.  This  it  was,  that  diftinguifhed  the  Gentle¬ 
man  of  whom  I  am  to  fpeak,  and  that  in  an  Age,  when 
Public  Spirit  was  not  only  out  of  Fafhion,  but  out  of 
Countenance ;  when  a  Man  who  profefl'ed  to  love  his 
Country,  if  known  to  have  Senfe,  was  thought  to  be  a 
Hypocrite;  and,  if  not  known  to  have  it,  a  Fool.  Mr, 
Benbow  was  neither ;  he  had  a  Sincerity  that  was  never 
queftioned,  and  a  Knowlege  of  Men  and  Things,  which 
always  procured  him  Credit,  in  whatever  Station  he  ap¬ 
peared.  But  there  was  this  peculiar  in  his  Charadter* 
that  he  never  procured  any  Addition  of  Fortune  or  Ho¬ 
nour  to  himfelf,  but  where  fome  Good  refulted  from  it 
to  his  Country ;  for  this  Reafon,  I  have,  with  great 
Care,  colledled  every  Circumftance  relating  to  his  Pro- 
grefs  through  Life,  from  private  Hands ;  which  I  flatted 
my  felf  will  be  fo  much  the  more  agreeable  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  from  the  Want  of  Care  in  other  Writers,  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  Memory  of  this  great  Man ;  which  they  have 
rather  injured,  by  heaping  together  idle  and  ill-founded 
Stories,  and  reprefenting,  as  the  rough  Behaviour  of  & 
Tarr,  that  Heady  Courage,  and  ftridt  Regard  for  Dif- 
cipline,  which  were  not  the  Foibles,  as  fome  People 
would  infinuate,  but  the  laudable  Qualities  of  this  accom- 
plilhed  Admiral a, 

Vol,  IV.  S  Ir 


a  Amongft  other  Worthy  Gentlemen  to  whom  I  Hand  in¬ 
debted,  for  many  Particulars  mentioned  in  thefe  Memoirs,  I 

am 
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* T  wou^>  ^  ^ink,  be  no  Reflection  upon  the  Merit 
of  this  worthy  Man,  if  he  had  really  fprung,  as  fome 
Writeis  have  iuggefted  he  did,  from  a  mean  Original  ; 
but  the  Fact  is  otherwife.  He  was  defeended  from  the 
Antient  and  Honourable  Family  of  the  Benbm's ,  in  the 
County  of  Salop  ;  which,  though  now  funk  in  Point 
ot  Riches  and  Credit,  is  ftill  remembered  with  Honour, 
as  it  delerv’es  to  be,  fince  the  Misfortunes  of  the  Family 
w  ere  not  the  Effects  of  their  Follies  and  Vices,  but  ow¬ 
ing  to  their  F  innnefs  and  Fortitude,  and  their  unfhaken 
Adherence  to  the  good  Old  Englijh  Principles  of  Loyalty 
and  Patriotifm.  When  the  Civil  War  broke  out.  King 
Charles  I.  relying  ftrongly  on  the  Affe&ion  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  this  County,  repaired  in  Perfon  to  Skrewf- 
la/}}  and  entei  ed  tnat  City  on  the  20th  of  September , 
1642,  and  the  fame  Day  made  Public  Declaration,  that 
he  did  not  carry  on  this  War  from  a  Thirft  of  Blood, 

or  of  Conqueft,  or  of  Power,  but  from  a  Defire  of 
Preferring  his  own  juft  Rights,  and  thofe  of  his  People, 
Juice  he  was  determined,  if  God  gave  him  Succefs  there¬ 
in,  to  be  as  tender  of  the  Priviledges  of  Parliament,  as 
of  his  own  Prerogative.  Upon  this  Declaration,  the 
Lords  Newport  and  Littleton ,  with  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Gentry  of  the  Country,  came  in,  and  offered  his 
Majefty  their  Service  ;  among  thefe,  were  Thomas  Ben- 
bow,  and  John  Benbow ,  Efqrs.  both  Men  of  Eftates, 
and  both  Colonels  in  the  King’s  Service,  of  whofe  For¬ 
tunes 


am  efpecial.’y  bound  to  mention  Paul  Calton,  Efq;  of  an 
■Antient  and  Uonouiable  Family  in  Berkfhire,  who  married 
one  01  the  Daugnters  and  Coheireiles  of  Vice-Admiral  Ben¬ 
bow,  and  into  whole  iraanos  many  of  his  Father- in-Eaw’s  Pa¬ 
pers  came,  after  his  Deceafe. 
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tunes  I  am  obliged  to  fay  fomewhat,  fince  the  latter 
Was  the  Father  of  our  Admiral,  and  there  were  many 
Things  worthy  of  being  recorded,  that  befell  them 
both  b. 

When  his  Majefty’s  Affairs  fell  into  Confufion,  and 
he  was  traiteroufly  murdered,  fuch  Gentlemen  as  had 
ferved  in  his  Army,  retired  into  the  Country,  and  lived 
as  privately  as  they  could.  But,  though  their  Interefls 
were  much  reduced,  and  their  Fortunes  in  a  great 
Meafure  ruined,  yet  their  Spirits  remained  unbroken,  and 
they  adled  as  chearfully  for  the  Service  of  King  Charles 
II.  as  if  they  had  never  fuffered  at  all  by  ferving  his 
Father;  fo  much  a  better  Principle  is  Loyalty,  than 
Corruption.  When,  therefore,  that  Prince  marched 
from  Scotland ,  towards  Worcejler ,  the  two  Benbows ,  a- 
mongft  other  Gentlemen  of  the  County  of  Salop,  went 
to  attend  him  ;  and  after  fighting  bravely  in  the  Support 
of  their  Sovereign,  were  both  taken  Prifoners  by  the 
Rebels.  That  unfortunate  Battel  was  fought  September 
3?  1653;  and  foon  after,  a  Court-Martial  was  fettled 
at  Chejler^  wherein,  Colonel  Mackworth  fat  as  Prefident, 
and  Major-General  Mitton ,  and  other  ftaunch  Friends 
to  the  Caufe,  affifbed ;  by  whom,  ten  Gentlemen  of  the 
firft  Families  in  England ,  were  fentenced  to  Death,  for 
barely  correfponding  with  his  Majefty,  and  five  of  them 
were  executed.  They  then  proceeded  to  try  Sir  ‘ Timothy 

S  2  Fetherjlonhaugh 


b  The  Earl  of  Clarendon  gives  a  large  Account  of  this 
Affair,  in  his  Pliftory,  and  takes  particular  Notice  of  the 
King’s  Coining  his  Plate  there,  which  inclined  many  Noble¬ 
men  and  Gentlemen  to  bring  in  theirs,  as  alfo  confiderable 
Sums  of  Money.  See  the  Folio  Edition  of  his  Hiftory,  p. 
248.  but,  as  for  the  King’s  Speech,  it  may  be  found  at  large 
in  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  38,  39. 
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fctherjlonhaugh ,  Colonel  Thomas  Benbow ,  and  the  Ea tl 
of  Derby,  foi  being  in  his  Service.  They  were  all  con¬ 
demned,  and  in  order  to  fir  ike  the  greater  Terror  in  dif¬ 
ferent  Farts  of  the  Country,  the  Earl  of  Derby  was  ad¬ 
judged  toiuifer  Death  on  the  15  th  of  OSiober,  at  Bolton  j 
Sir  Timothy  to  be  beheaded  on  the  17th,  at  Chejler ;  and 
Colonel  Thomas  Benbow  to  be  ffiot  on  the  19th,  at 
Shrew/bury ;  all  which  Sentences  were  feverally  put  in 
execution;  which,  I  think,  fufficiently  thews,  that  the 
BenbowS'  were  then,  or  had  been  lately,  a  very  confider- 
aole  Family  in  Shropjhire ;  for  otherwife,  the  Colonel 

would  hardly  have  been  fent  out  of  the  World  in  fo 
good  Company c. 

A  s  for  Colonel  John  Benbow ,  he  made  his  Efcape, 
after  a  fliort  Imprifonment,  and  lived  privately  in  his  own 
Country,  till  after  the  Reftoration,  when  he  was  far  in 
^ ears’  and  ye£  fo  much  to  feek  for  a  Livelihood,  that  he 
was  glad  to  accept  of  a  fmall  Office  belonging  to  the 
Ordnance  in  the  Tower ,  which  juft  brought  him  an  In¬ 
come  Efficient  to  fubtift  himfelf  and  his  Family  without 
danger  of  Starving.  In  this  Situation,  he  was,  when  a 
little  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  firft  Dutch  War,  the 
King  came  to  the  Tower  to  examine  the  Magazines. 

1  r.ere,  his  Majefty  call  his  Eye  on  the  good  old  Colonel, 
who  had  now  been  diftinguiffied  by  a  fine  Head  of  vrey 
Hair  for  twenty  Years.  The  King,  whofe  Memory 
was  as  quick  as  his  Eye,  knew  him  at  firft  Sight,  and  im¬ 
mediately  came  up  and  embraced  him.  My  old  Friend 

Colonel 


.  c  t^HS  1S.  not  mentioned  in  Clarendon’s  Hiflory 
ticular.'y  taken  Notice  of  by  Sir  Philip  Warwick’ 
and  other  Writers  of  thofe  Times,  and  in  Heath’s 
P.  302. 


but  is  par- 
Dr.  Bates, 
Chronicle, 
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Colonel  Benbmu ,  faid  he,  what  do  -you  here  ?  I  have, 
returned  the  Colonel,  a  Place  of  fourfeore  Pounds  a 
Year,  in  which,  I  ferve  your  Majefly  as  chearfully,  as 
if  it  brought  me  in  four  Thoufand.  Alas!  faid  the  King, 
is  that  all  that  could  be  found  for  an  old  Friend  at  Wor- 
cejler  ?  Colonel  Legge,  bring  thid  Gentleman  to  me  To¬ 
morrow,  and  I  will  provide  for  him  and  his  Family,  as  it 
becomes  me.  But,  fhort  as  the  Fime  was,  the  Colonel 
did  not  live  to  receive,  or  even  to  claim,  the  Effedts  of 
this  gracious  Promife  ;  for  the  Sen fe  of  the  King’s  Gra¬ 
titude  and  Goodnefs  fo  overcame  his  Spirits,  that,  fitting 
down  on  a  Bench,  he  there  breathed  his  laft,  before  the 
King  was  well  out  of  the  Tower.  And  thus,  both  Bro¬ 
thers  fell  Martyrs  to  the  Royal  Caufe,  one  in  Grief,  and 
the  other  in  Joy d. 

When  we  confider  the  Circumftances  of  the  Father, 
it  is  impoffible  to  be  furprized  at  the  Poverty  of  his  Fa¬ 
mily,  of  the  State  of  which,  at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe, 
I  am  not  able  to  give  any  diftindt  Account ;  all  that  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  is,  that  his  Son  John  was  bred 
to  the  Sea ;  but  that  it  was  in  fo  low  a  Station,  as  a 
Waterman’s  Boy,  which  fome  Writers  affirm,  is,  what 
I  can  hardly  believe,  becaufe,  even  in  King  Charles  II. 
Reign,  he  was  Owner  and  Commander  of  a  Ship  called 
The  Benhow  Frigate ,  and  made  then  as  confiderable  a 
Figure  as  any  Man  concerned  in  the  Trade  to  the  Me¬ 
diterranean.  He  was  always  confidered  by  the  Mer¬ 
chants,  as  a  bold,  brave,  and  active  Commander,  one 
who  took  Care  of  his  Seamen,  and  was,  therefore,  chear- 

S  3  fully 


<i  This  Particular  I  had  from  Mr.  Calton,  and  it  has  been 
likewife  confirmed  to  me  by  feveral  other  Perfons,  of  Credit. 
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11}  obeyed  by  them,  though  he  always  maintained 
1  DifciPline>  with  greater  Safety  there,  than  after¬ 
wards  in  the  Royal  Navy.  This  Behaviour  raifed 

l13  RePutation  Sreat,y,  fo  that  no  Man  was  better 
known,  or  better  refpedted  by  the  Merchants  upon  the 

Exchange  than  Captain  Benbow.  It  does  not,  however, 
appear,  that  he  ever  fought  any  Preferment  in  that 
Reign  j  neither  is  it  likely  he  would  have  met  with  it 
m  tne  next,  but  from  a  remarkable  Accident,  of  which 
I  (hall  give  the  Reader  the  bell  Account  I  can,  becaufe 
it  gave  Rife  to  all  his  future  Fortunes,  and  is  withal,  as 

extraordinary  a  Story  in  itfelf,  as  perhaps  ever  appeared 
in  any  Hiftory •.  ™ 

In  the  Year  1686,  Captain  Benbow,  in  his  own 
Veflel  The  Benbow  Frigate,  was  attacked  in  his  PaiTage 
to  Cadiz ,  by  a  Sally  Rover,  againft  whom  he  defended 
himfelf,  though  very  unequal  in  the  Number  of  Men, 
with  the  utmoft  Bravery,  till  at  laft  the  Moors  boarded 
him ;  but  were  quickly  beat  out  of  their  Ship  again, 
witn  the  Lcfs  of  thirteen  Men,  whofe  Heads  Captain 
Benbow  ordered  to  be  cut  off,  and  thrown  into  a  Tub 
of  Pork-Pickle.  When  he  arrived  at  Cadiz,  he  went 
a-lhore,  and  ordered  a  Negro  Servant  to  follow  him 
with  the  Moors  Heads  in  a  Sack.  He  had  fcarce  landed' 
before  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue  enquired  of  his  Ser¬ 
vant  what  he  had  in  his  Sack  ?  the  Captain  anfwered' 
Salt  Provifions  for  his  own  Ufe.  That  may  be,  anfwered' 
the  Officers ;  but  we  mull  infill  upon  feeing  them 
Captain  Benbow  alledged,  that  he  was  no  Stranger  there- 

that 


«  See  The  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  1702,  Life  of 
Queen  Anne,  and  Oldmixon’s  Hiftory  of  the  Stuarts. 
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that  he  did  not  ufe  to  run  Goods,  and  pretended  to  take 
it  ill  that  he  was  fufpeaed.  The  Officers  told  him,  that 
the  Magiftrates  were  fitting  not  far  oft,  and  that  it 
they  were  fatisfied  with  his  Word,  his  Servant  might 
carry  the  Provifion  where  he  pieafed;but  that,  otheiwife, 
it  was  not  in  their  Power  to  grant  any  fuch  Difpenfa- 
tion.  The  Captain  confented  to  the  Propofal ;  and  away 
they  marched  to  the  Cujiom-Houfe,  Mr.  Benbow  in  the 
Front,  his  Man  in  the  Center,  and  the  Officers  in  the 
Rear.  The  Magiftrates,  when  he  came  before  them, 
treated  Captain  Benbow  with  great  Civility,  told  him, 
they  were  forry  to  make  a  Point  of  fuch  a  Trifle,  but 
that,  fince  he  had  refufed  to  fhew  the  Contents  of  his 
Sack  to  their  Officers,  the  Nature  of  their  Employments 
obliged  them  to  demand  a  Sight  of  them  ;  and  that,  as 
they  doubted  not  they  were  Salt  Provifions,  tne  (hewing 
them  could  be  of  no  great  Confequence  one  Way  or 
other.  I  told  you,  fays  the  Captain  fternly,  they  were 
Salt  Provifions  for  my  own  Ule.  Ctffar,  throw  them 
down  upon  the  Table;  and,  Gentlemen,  if  you  like  them, 
they  are  at  your  Service.  The  Spaniards  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  ftruck  at  the  Sight  of  the  Moors  Heads,  and  no  lefs 
aftoniffied  at  the  Account  of  the  Captain’s  Adventure, 
who,  with  fo  fmall  a  Force,  had  been  able  to  defeat 
fuch  a  Number  of  Barbarians.  They  fent  an  Account 
of  the  whole  Matter  to  the  Court  of  Madrid ,  and 
Charles  II.  then  King  of  Spain,  was  fo  much  plealed 
with  it,  that  he  would  needs  fee  the  Englijh  Captain,  who 
made  a  Journey  to  Court,  where  he  was  received 
with  great  Teftimonies  of  Refpedf,  and  not  only  difmif- 
fed  with  a  handfome  Prefent,  but  his  Catholic  Majefty 
was  alfo  pleafed  to  write  a  Letter  in  his  Behalf  to  King 

S  4  James, 

•  t  f  * 
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c, .  fS’  Jf30*'  U^on  ^le  Captain’s  return,  gave  him  a 
Ship,  which  was  his  Introduftion  to  the  Roy!]  Navy  k 

fcverllkwc  f!f  !RpVOlutl0n,  he  diftmguifhed  himfelf  by 
ve  a'  fuccefsful  Cruizes  m  the  Channel ;  where  he  was 

L  h  n  qUEft  °f  the  Merchan^  and  not 

in/thJ  F  DUty  7  Pr°te<aing  the  Trade’  and  ^noy. 
mg  the  Enemy  out  was  alfo  remarkably  careful  in  ex¬ 
amining  the  French  Ports,  gaini  InteUi  X 

forming  Schemes  for  difturbing  the  French  Commerce 

and  fecunng  our  own.  For  this  Reafon,  he  was  com-’ 

“only  ^de  Choice  of  to  command  the  Squadrons  2 

plowed  in  Bombarding  the  French  Ports,  of  which  we 

ave  given  a  large  Account  in  our  third  Volume  -  and 

t  erefore  it  is  altogether  unneceflary  to  repeat’  thofe 

Things  here.  I  ftall  content  myfelf,  for  this  Reafon, 

with  remarking,  that  he  fhewed  no  lefs  Courage  than 

on  u  upon  fuch  Occaiions,  being  always  prefent  in 

his  Boat,  as  well  to  encourage,  as  inftruft,  the  Seamen 
and  Engineers  s.  1 

The  Diligence  and  Aflivity  of  Captain  Benbew. 
could  not  fail  of  recommending  him  to  the  Favour  of 
fo  wife  and  brave  a  Prince  as  King  William  j  to  who fe 
perfonal  Kindnefs,  founded  on  a  juft  Senfe  of  Mr  Ben 
how’s  Merit,  he  owed  his  being  fo  early  promoted  to  a 
F  ag  ;  after  which,  he  was  generally  employed  as  the 
moft  experienced  Seaman  in  the  Navy,  to  watch  the 
Motions  of  the  French  at  Dunkirk ,  and  to  prevent,  as 
far  as  it  was  poflible,  the  Depredations  of  Dubart  j  in 
which,  he  fhewed  fuch  Diligence,  and  did  fo  great  Ser¬ 
vice,  by  preferving  our  Merchant-Ships,  that  he  efcaped 

the 


f  This  I  had  from  the  beforementioned  Mr.  Calton 
s  ticket,  Burner,  Oldmixon,  &c. 
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the  flighteft  Cenfure,  when  Libels  flew  about,  againft 
almofl:  every  other  Officer  of  Rank  in  the  Fleet.  The 
Truth  was,  that  the  Seamen  generally  confidered  Rear- 
Admiral  Benbow ,  as  their  greateft  Patron  ;  one,  who 
not  only  ufed  them  well,  while  under  his  Command, 
but  was  always  ready  to  interpofe  in  their  Favour,  as 
far  as  his  Intereft  went,  when  they  were  ill-treated  by 
others.  There  was,  at  that  Time,  a  warm  Difpute  as 
to  the  Expediency  of  preferring  mere  Seamen,  or,  as 
they  were  then  called,  Tarpaulins ,  or  Gentlemen  in  the 
Navy :  Admiral  Benbow  was  confulted  more  than  once 
by  the  King,  upon  that  Subject ;  and  always  gave  it  as 
his  Opinion,  that  it  was  beft  to  employ  both  ;  that  a 
Seaman  fliould  never  lofe  Preferment  for  want  of  Re¬ 
commendation,  or  a  Gentleman  obtain  it,  barely  from 
that  Motive.  He  was  alfo  a  great  Enemy  to  Party- 
Diftindtions,  and  thought  a  Man’s  Merit  ought  to  be 
judged  from  his  Adtions  at  Sea,  rather  than  from  the  v 
Company  he  kept  on  Shores  and  f°r  this  Reafon,  he 
lived  upomgood  Terms  with  the  Admirals  of  different 
Parties,  who  were  all  of  them  ready  to  teftify,  upon  any 
Occaflon,  to  his  Courage  and  Conduct  h. 

In  the  Year  1697,  he  was  with  a  fmall  Squadron  be¬ 
fore  Dunkirk  ;  where,  he  faved  the  Virginia  and  Weft- 
India  Fleet,  from  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the  French 
Privateers,  for  which  he  received  the  Thanks  of  the 

Merchants. 


h  I  have  thefe  Fads,  not  only  from  private  Authority,  but 
*  alfo,  from  a  Multitude  of  Political  Treatifes,  publiihed  under 
that  Reign  ;  in  which,  as  great  Freedom  was  ufed,  fo  there 
is  not  the  leait  Reafon  to  believe,  that  if  our  Admiral  had 
been  guilty  of  any  Exceffes  in  Point  of  Power,  or  any  O- 
miflions  in  Refped  of  Duty,  they  would  have  been  concealed. 


/ 
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1  Mexhan ts.  He  would  likewife  have  fucceeded  in  re- 
itraining  Dubart  from  going  out,  if  the  Dutch  Rear-Ad- 
niral  Vandergm,  had  been  in  a  Condition  to  affift  him, 
or  if  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  had  been  inclined  to 
have  taKen  bs  Advice;  for,  obferving  in  the  Beginning 
of  Auguft, ,  that  ten  French  Frigates  were  hauled  into  the 
&  on,  to  clean,  he  judged  their  Defign,  to  be  what  it 
really  proved;  to  put  to  Sea  by  the  next  Spring-Tide  • 
an  therefore,  as  Lis  Ships  were  all  foul,  he  wrote  up 
to  the  Board,  to  defire,  that  four  of  the  belt  Sailors  might 
e  ordered  to  Sheernefs  to  clean,  and  that  the  others 
mignt  come  to  the  Downs,  not  only  to  take  in  Water, 
vv  nch  they  very  much  wanted,  but  alfo  to  Heel  and 
Scrub  ;  which  he  judged  might  have  been  done,  before 
the  next  Spring-Tide,  gave  the  French  an  Opportunity 
of  getting  over  the  Bar ;  but  this  was  not  then  thought 
advifable,  though  he  afterwards  received  Orders  for  it 
when  the  Thing  was  too  late.  By  this  unlucky  Acci¬ 
dent,  the  French  had  an  Opportunity  given  them,  of 
getting  out  with  five  clean  Ships ;  which,  however,  did 
not  hinder  the  Admiral  from  purfuing  them,  as  well  as 
he  was  able ;  and  fo me  Ships  of  his  Squadron,  had  the 
good  Luck  to  take  a  Dunkirk  Privateer  of  ten  Guns,  and 
fixty  Men,  which  had  done  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief. 
This  was  one  of  the  Jaft  Adieus  of  the  War,  and  the 
Rear-Admiral  foon  after,  received  Orders  to  return  Home 
with  the  Squadron  under  his  Command  *. 

Lr  is  very  well  known,  that,  after  the  Peace  of  Ryf- 
ivick,  and  even  while  the  Partition-Treaties  were  Ne¬ 
gotiating, 
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gotiating,  King  William  had  formed  a  Defign  of  doing 
fometbing  confiderable  in  the  Weft-Indies.  This  Pro¬ 
ject,  had  long  occupied  the  King’s  Thoughts,  into 
which,  it  is  faid,  it  was  firft  put  by  Father  Hennepin , 
who  was  extremely  well  acquainted  with  that  Part  of 
the  World.  The  King  had  turned  it  feveral  Ways  in 
his  Mind;  and  at  lad,  took  a  fettled  Refolution,  that,  if 
the  French  attempted  to  deceive  him,  as  he  had  great 
Reafon  to  believe  they  would,  fomething  of  Confe- 
quence  fliould  be  done  in  that  Part  of  the  World.  In 
the  mean  Time,  however,  he  thought  fit  to  fend  a  fmall 
Squadron  of  three  Fourth  Rates  into  the  Weft-Indies , 
under  the  Command  of  Rear-Admiral  Benbow ,  who  had 
private  Inftrudions  from  the  King,  to  make  the  bed  Ob- 
fervations  he  could,  on  the  Spanift. >  Ports  and  Settle¬ 
ments,  but  to  keep  as  fair  as  poffible  with  the  Governors, 
and  to  afford  them  any  Affiftance,  if  they  defired  it.  He 
was  likewife  inftruded,  to  watch  the  Galleons ;  for  the 
King  of  Spain ,  Charles  II.  was  then  thought  to  be  in 
a  dying  Condition.  Rear-Admiral  Benbow  failed  in  the 
Month  of  November ,  1698,  and  did  not  arrive  in  the 
Weft-Indies  till  the  February  following,  where  he  found 
Things  in  a  very  different  Situation.  Mod  of  our  Co¬ 
lonies  were  in  a  bad  Condition,  many  of  them  engaged 
in  warm  Difputes  with  their  Governors ;  the  Forces, 
that  fliould  have  been  kept  up  in  them  for  their  Defence, 
fo  reduced  by  Sicknefs,  Defertion,  and  other  Accidents, 
that  little  or  nothing  was  to  be  expedited  from  them.- 
The  Admiral  carried  with  him,  Colonel  Co'lUngwood’ s 
Regiment,  which  he  difpofed  of  to  the  beft  Advan¬ 
tage,  in  the  Leeward-Iflands.  He  then  difpofed  himfelf 
to  execute  his  Commiffion,  and  failed  for  that  Purpofe 

to 
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to  Carthagma ,  where  he  met  with  a  very  indifferent 
Reception  from  the  Governor,  which  he  returned,  by 
talking  to  him  in  a  very  plain  Stile,  which  forced  him, 
though  he  had  been  wanting  in  Civility,  to  make  it  up 
m  feme  Meafure,  by  doing  Juftice  j  and  in  the  fame 
Manner  he  proceeded  with  the  Governor  of  Porto-Belk , 
as  I  have  fhewn  elfewhere ;  but  ftill  the  great  Ends  of 
his  Commiffion  remained  altogether  unanfwered,  not 
through  any  Fault  of  the  Admiral’s,  but  for  want  of  a 
fufficient  Force,  either  to  engage  the  Spaniards  to  con¬ 
fide  in  him,  or  to  perform  any  Thing  confiderable,  in 
Cate  the  French  had  fent  a  ft  rang  Fleet  into  that  Part  of 
the  World,  as  at  that  Time  it  was  expefted  they  would 
have  done.  This  Affair  was  complained  of  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  where  the  Smallnefs  of  the  Squadron,  and  the 
fending  it  fo  late,  were  very  feverely  reflected  upon  5 
though,  at  the  fame  Time,  great  Compliments  were 
paid  to  Admiral  Benbow’s  Courage,  Capacity,  and  In¬ 
tegrity,  by  both  Parties ;  and,  when  he  returned  Home 
two  Years  after,  he  brought  with  him  authentic  Tefti- 
monies  of  his  having  done  the  Merchants  and  Planters 
all  the  Services  they  could  either  expedt  or  delire;  fo 
that  he  was  received  with  the  molt  cordial  Friendlhip 
by  his  Majefty ;  who,  as  a  Mark  of  his  Royal  Favour, 
was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  him  an  Augmentation  of 
Arms,  by  adding  to  the  three  bent  Bows,  which  he  al¬ 
ready  wore,  as  many  Arrows k. 

'The 


k  Burchet,  Barnet,  Chandler’s  Debates.  It  is  certain,  that 
the  French  had  great  Advantages  from  the  Nature  of  their 
Government,  which  enabled  them  to  take  much  quicker  Mea¬ 
sures  for  effefting  their  Purpofes,  than  we  could  do  to  oppofe 
them  ;  but,  as  this  was  in  a  great  Meafure  owing  to  Over- 
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The  whole  Syftemof  Affairs  in  Europe  was  chang¬ 
ed  by  that  Time  Admiral  Benbow  came  back  ;  the 
King  had  difcovered  the  Perfidy  of  the  French ,  and  faw 
himfelf  under  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  entring  upon  a 
new  War,  while  he  was  fenfible  the  Nation  was  but 
very  little  recovered  from  the  Fatigues  of  the  laft.  One 
of  his  firft  Cares  was,  to  put  the  Fleet  into  as  good  Con¬ 
dition  as  it  was  poffible,  and  to  give  the  Command  of 
it  to  Officers  that  might  in  all  Refpeds  be  depended  up¬ 
on  ;  and  to  this  Difpofition  of  the  King’s,  Mr.  Benbow 
owed  his  being  made  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue.  He 
was  at  that  Time  cruifing  off  Dunkirk ,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  what  was  then  much  dreaded  here,  an  InvaSon. 
There  was,  as  yet,  no  War  declared  between  the  two 
Crowns  \  but  this  was  held  to  be  no  Security  againft 
France  ;  and  it  was  no  fooner  known,  that  they  were 
fitting  out  a  ftrong  Squadron  at  Dunkirk ,  than  it  was 
firmly  believed  to  be  intended  to  cover  a  Defcent.  Vice- 
Admiral  Benbow  fatisfied  the  Miniffry,  that  there  was  no 
Danger  on  this  Side ;  and  then  it  was  refolved,  to  pro- 
fecute  without  Delay,  the  Projects  formerly  concerted* 
in  order  to  difappoint  the  French  in  their  Views,  upon 
the  Spanijh  Succeffion ;  and  to  facilitate  this,  it  was 
thought  neceffary  to  fend  without  Delay,  a  ftrong  Squa¬ 
dron  to  the  iVeJl- Indies .  This  Squadron  was  to  conlii: 

of 


fights  and  Mifmanagements  in  the  former  War,  fo  it  {hews 
the  Neceffity  there  is  of  ffiri£t  and  prudent  Enquiries,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  Confidence  of  this  Nation  ;  which,  whenever  it 
is  acquired,  will  be  always  found  an  Over-bal lance  even  for 
the  French  Power ;  whereas,  if  the  People  of  England  en¬ 
tertain  any  Doubts  of  the  Manner  in  which  their  Money  is 
to  be  employed,  it  will  often  be  found  Difficult,  fometime  m 
other,  perhaps,  impracticable  to  make  them  part  with  it. 
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Of  two  Third  Rates,  and  eight  Fourths  j  which  was  as 
great  a  Strength  as  could  be  at  that  Time  fpared  j  and 
it  was  thought  perfectly  require  that  it  fhould  b-  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  an  Officer,  who fe  Courage  and 
Conduit  might  be  fafely  relied  on,  and  whofe  Expe¬ 
rience  might  give  the  World  a  good  Opinion  of  the 
Choice  made  of  him  for  this  Command ;  upon  the 
right  Management  of  which,  it  was  believed,  the  Succefs 
of  the  War  would  in  a  great  Meafure  depend.  Mr 
Benbow  was  thought  of  by  the  Miniftry,  as  foon  as  the 
Expedition  was  refolved ;  but  the  King  would  not  hear 
or  it.  He  faid,  that  Benbow  was  in  a  manner  juft  come 
Home  from  thence,  where  he  had  met  with  nothing 
but  Difficulties ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  but  juft 
fome  other  Officer  fhould  now  take  his  Turn.  One  or 
two  were  named  and  confulted ;  but  either  their  Health, 
or  their  Affairs  were  in  fuch  Diforder,  that  they  moft 
earneftly  delired  to  be  excufed  :  Upon  which,  the  King 
faid  merrily,  to  feme  of  his  Minifters,  alluding  to  the 
Drefs  and  Appearance  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  Well  the 
I  find  we  muji  /pare  our  Beaus,  and  fend  honejl  Benbow. 
His  Majefty,  accordingly  lent  for  him  upon  this  Occa- 
fion,  and  alked  him,  whether  he  was  willing  to  go  to 
the  Wejl-Indm ,  alluring  him,  if  he  was  not,  he  would 
not  take  it  amifs,  if  he  delired  to  be  exculed.  Mr. 
Benbow  anfwered  bluntly,  that  he  did  not  underftand 
fuch  Compliments ;  that  he  thought  he  had  no  Right  to 
chooie  his  Station,  and  that,  if  his  Majefty  thought  lit 
to  fend  him  to  the  Eafi  or  Weft-Indies ,  or  any  where 
elfe,  he  would  chearfully  execute  his  Orders,  as  became 
him.  I  hus  the  Matter  was  fettled,  in  very  few 
'Words,  and  tne  Command  of  the  Wejl-India  Squadron 

conferred. 
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conferred,  without  any  Mixture  of  Envy,  on  our  Vice- 
Admiral  Benbowh 

To  conceal  the  Defign  of  this  Squadron,  but  above 
all,  to  prevent  the  French  from  having  any  juft  Notions 
of  its  Force,  Sir  George  .Rooie,  then  Admiral  of  the 
Fleet,  had  Orders  to  convoy  it  as  far  as  Stilly,  and  to 
fend  a  ftrong  Squadron  with  it  thence,  to  fee  it  well  into 
the  Sea  5  all  which  he  punftually  performed ;  fo  that 
Admiral  Benbow  departed  in  the  Month  of  September , 
1701.  The  World  in  general  believing,  that  he  was 
gone  with  Sir  John  Munden ,  who  commanded  the 
Squadron  that  accompanied  him  into  the  Mediterranean  % 
and  to  render  this  more  credible,  our  Minifter  at  Ma- 
drid%  was  ordered  to  demand  the  free  Ufe  of  the  Spanijh 
Ports  ;  which,  was  accordingly  performed.  Asfoon  as 
it  was  known  in  England ,  that  Vice-Admiral  Benbow 
was  failed  with  ten  Ships  only  for  the  Wejl-Indiet ,  and 
it  was  difeovered,  that  the  great  Armament  at  Breji  was 
intended  for  the  fame  Part  of  the  World,  a  mighty 
Clamour  was  raifed  here  at  Home,  as  if  he  had  been 

I 

lent  to  be  faerificed,  and  heavy  Pefledions  were  made 
upon  the  Inactivity  of  our  grand  Fleet;  whereas,  in 
Truth,  the  whole  Affair  had  been  conduced  with  all 
imaginable  Prudence,  and  the  Vice-Admiral  had  as  con- 
fider'able  a  Squadron,  as,  all  Things  maturely  weighed, 
it  was,  in  that  critical  Jundure,  thought  poffible  to  be 
fpared.  It  is  certain,  that  King  IVilliam  formed  great 
Hopes  of  this  Expedition,  knowing  well,  that  Mr.  Ben- 
bow  would  execute  with  the  greateft  Spirit  and  Pundu- 

ality. 


1  Moil  of  thefe  Particulars  I  had  from  Perfons  of  Reputa- 
fcation,  upon  their  own  Knowledge. 

k 


a74  MEMOIRS*/ 

ality,  the  Inftruflions  he  had  received j  which,  were  to 
engage  the  Spanijh  Governors,  if  poffible,  to  difown 
King  Philip-,  or,  in  cafe  that  could  not  be  brought 
about,  to  make  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Galleons.  In 
this  Defign,  it  is  very  plain,  that  the  Admiral  would 
have  Succeeded,  notvvithftanding  the  fmallnefs  of  his 
Force,  if  his  Officers  had  done  their  Duty  •  and  it  L 
no  left  certain,  that  the  Anxiety  the  Vice-Admiral  was 
under,  about  the  Execution  of  his  Orders,  was  the 
principal  Reafon  for  his  maintaining  fo  ftridt  Difcipline 
which  proved  unluckily  the  Occafion  of  his  coming  to 
n  an  untimely  End.  Yet,  there  is  no  Reafon  to'cenfure 
either  the  King’s  Preyed,  or  the  Admiral’s  Condud  j 
both  were  right  in  themfelves,  though  neither  was  at¬ 
tended  with  the  Succefs  it  deferved  m. 

T  he 


m  That  I  may  not  feem  to  fpeak  altogether  without  Boob, 
I  fhall  cite  a  Pafliige  from  a  Pamphlet  publifhed  in  1702,  in¬ 
tituled,  The  Prefent  Condition  of  the  Englilh  Navy,  p.’  24. 
“  A  new  War  1  believe  to  be  unavoidable;  and  we  are  much 
“  beholden  to  the  lall  Parliament,  that  we  are  not  entered 
“  int<>  it  already,  and  fo  become  the  Fight-alls,  the  Pay-alls, 
and  the  Fofe-alls,  of  Europe,  as  we  have  hitherto  been. 
“  But,  if  we  have  a  War  managed  as  was  the  lall,  we  had 
“  better  fpend  a  little  Money  in  Booms  and  Chains,  to  fecure 
“  our  Ships  in  Harbour,  than  to  fend  ’em  Abroad  to  fpend 
“  our  Money,  lofe  our  Reputation,  and  not  fecure  our  Trade. 
“  I  cannot  perfuade  my  felf,  that  the  Parliament  of  England 
“  will  ever  more  fend  the  native  Strength  of  their  Country 
“  Abroad,  in  other  Peoples  Quarrels,  and  be  at  the  Charge 
“  of  Levies,  Cloathing,  Arms,  and  Tranfportations,  to  put 
“  fficir  own  Liberties  in  Danger  at  Home,  by  a  Handing 
“  Army,  when  they  have  done  the  Bufinefs  of  our  Allies 
“  Abroad.  The  Men  we  loll,  and  the  Money  we  fpent  in 
“  the  lall  War,  as  alfo,  how  hard  it  was  to  get  them  dif- 
“  banded,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Intereft  of  Men  that  wanted 
“  them  to  fupport  their  Titles  to  their  illegal  Grants,  and 
“  ill-gotten  Gains,  is  too  frelh  in  our  Memories,  ever  to  bring 

“  our 
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The  French  knew  too  well  the  Importance  of  the 
Bpatiijb  JPef -Indies ,  not  to  think  of  providing  for  their 
Security,  as  foon  as  ever  they  refolved  to  accept  the 
Will  of  the  late  King  Charles  II.  The  Officer,  whom  his 
molt  Chrijlian  Majefty  made  choice  of  to  command  the 
Squadron  which  was  firit  to  be  lent  thither,  was  the  fa¬ 
mous  M.  Du  Cafe ,  Governor  of  St.  Domingo .  He 
was  to  carry  with  him  a  hundred  Officers  of  all  Ranks, 
Who  were  intended  to  difcipline  the  Spanijh  Militia  ir> 
the  Kingdom  of  Mexico  ;  but,  before  this  could  be  done, 
it  was  thought  neceffary  to  fend  M.  Du  Cafe  to  Madrid , 
Jo  ask  the  Spanif  Council  leave,  which  took  up  fome 
Time ;  for  though  the  Spaniards  could  not  but  be  fen- 
fible  in  how  wretched  a  Situation  their  Affairs  in  the 
Weft  -  Indies  were,  yet  it  was  with  great  ReluCtancy, 
that  they  gave  W ay  to  this  Expedient,  though  a  little 
Reflection  would  have  (hewn  them,  that  in  reality  they 
had  no  other  Choice  to  make;  but,  when  once  they 
Vol.  IV.  T  had 


i(  ourfelves  under  the  like  Hardlhips.  I  forefce,  that  the 
“  War  will  now  be  at  Sea,  and  we  have  but  a  very  ill  Omen 
“  of  Succefs  from  the  ialt  Summer’s  Expedition  of  our  Fleet. 

Our  modern  Whigs  in  their  Legion  Letters,  and  Kentifh 
si  Petition,  exclaimed  againft  the  Parliament,  becaufe  they 
“  raifed  no  more  Money  ;  but  I  hope  thefe  Folk,  if  they 
u  have  any  Brains,  or  Honefty,  are  now  fenfibie  of  their 
u  groundlefs  Complaint,  when  they  find  how  little  has  been 
u  done;  for  what  was  there  raifed?  They  gave  1,500,000 
“  Pounds  for  the  Fleet,  for  tins  Expedition ;  and,  what  has 
“  been  the  Effedl  ?  The  whole  Fleet  went  to  convoy  Benbow, 
in  his  Way  to  the  Welt-Indfes,  and,  while  they  were  gone, 
**  our  modern  Whigs  bcafted  of  their  Conduct,  and  built  Cattles 
“  in  the  Air,  to  hold  the  Money  they  would  bring  Plome  in 
“  the  Spamfh  Galleons  ;  but  in  a  (hort  Time,  we  found 
them  all  at  Spithead,  except  a  few  Ships  that  proceeded 
li  with  Benbow  to  the  Weft-Indies ;  where,  if  they  be  not 
"  Talmaftfd,  they-have  good  Fortune”. 
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had  come  to  a  Refolution,  that  M.  Du  Caffe  fhould 
he  fent,  they  were  continually  rollicking  the  French 
Court  to  difpatch  him  immediately.  The  French  Coun- 
cds,  which  were  better  conducted,  had  forefeen  thefe 
ifficulties ,  and,  therefore,  had  a  Squadron  ready  at 
Brejl,  confiding  of  five  Ships  of  the  Line,  and  feveral 
large  Veffels  laden  with  Arms  and  Ammunition,  which, 
under  .the  Command  of  the  Marquis  de  Coetlogon ,  in  the 
Month  of  April,  1701,  failed  for  the  Spanijb  Wejl-Indies  j 
and  on  the  20th  of  October,  the  Count  de  Chateau- 
Renaud'  failed  with  fourteen  Ships  of  the  Line,  and  fix- 
teen  Frigates,  to  meet  the  Galleons,  that  were  fuppofed 
to  be  already  departed  from  the  Havannah ,  under  the 
Efcort  of  the  Marquis  de  Coetlogon ;  and  after  all  this, 
M.  Du  Caffe  likewife  failed  with  his  Squadron  5  from 
whence,  the  Englijh  Reader  will  eafily  fee,  that  as  Ad¬ 
miral  Benbow  received  no  Supplies,  he  was  like  to  be 
crufhed  by  the  fuperior  Power  of  the  Enemy,  and  that 
extraordinary  Diligence  which  was  ufed  to  ftrengthen 
and  fupport  them  n. 

When  Vice-Admiral  Benboiv  arrived  firft  at  Jamaica, 

which  was  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Year  1701,  he  made  fuch 

juft  and  wife  Difpofitions  for  fecuring  our  own  Trade, 

and  that  of  annoying  the  Enemy,  that  the  French' faw 

with  great  Amazement,  all  their  Schemes  defeated  : 

& 

which 


Hutotre  Militaire,  P.  Daniel,  Hill,  de  Louis  XIV.  and 

ln  f  '^.French  Hiftorians,  who  are  extreamly 

careful  to  preferve  dilhnft  Accounts,  even  of  fuch  Schemes  as 
have  proved  abortive  j  and  in  this,  they  are  certainly  right, 
becaufe  it  fecures  their  Reputation  with  Pofterity,  and  ihews, 

they  did  not  fail  from  want  of  Skill  or  Attention,  but  from 
want  of  fortune. 


I 
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which  they  had  been  enabled  to  form,  by  their  having 
much  earlier  Intelligence  than  we,  of  the  intended 
War ;  and,  their  own  Writers  fairly  admit,  that  yet  even 
after  the  Arrival  of  the  Marquis  de  Coet  logon,  they  were 
conftrained  to  aft  only  on  the  Defenfive ;  and  found  all 
the  grand  Projefts  they  had  formed  for  attacking  j  amaica, 
and  the  Leeward  Iflands,  intirely  fruftrated.  1  he  Dutch 
Accounts,  at  the  fame  Time,  from  Cuaracao,  faid  plain¬ 
ly,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the  Bluftering  of  the  Ft  ench, 
Vice-Admiral  Benbow ,  with  a  Imall  Englijlo  Squadron, 
remained  IMatter  of  thofe  Seas  ;  nor  did  he  fail  to  make 
life  of  this  Advantage,  by  taking  many  Prizes,  and  by 
giving  all  imaginable  Countenance  to  the  Tiade  canied 
on  by  the  Englijh  on  the  Spanijh  Coafts :  But,  in  a  few 
Weeks  Time,  the  Scene  began  to  change;  for  the 
Vice-  Admiral  had  firlt  the  News  of  M.  Chateau- Renaud  s 
Arrival  at  Martinico,  with  a  Squadron,  much  llrong- 
er  than  his  own ;  and  had  foon  after,  Information  that 
this  Squadron  had  been  joined  by  the  Marquis  de  Coet  lo¬ 
gon  from  the  Havannah ,  which  alarmed  the  Inhabitants 
of  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica  exceflively,  becaufe  we  had 
no  Force  capable  of  refilling  this  French  Fleet,  in  cafe 
their  Commanders  were  determined  to  aft  Oftenfively 
In  this  uncertain  Situation,  things  continued  to  the  end 
of  April,  1702,  when  the  Vice-Admiral  refolved,  not¬ 
withftanding  there  was  great  Want  of  Men  on  Board 
the  Squadron,  to  put  to  Sea,  in  order  to  cruize  between 
Jamaica  and  Hifpaniola  ;  and  accordingly  he  failed  on 
the  8th  of  May ;  but,  before  he  was  clear  of  the  Illand 
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of  Jamaica ,  he  met  with  Rear-Admiral  Whetjlone ,  with 
whom  he  returned  to  communicate  to  the  Government 
fome  Orders  received  from  England ;  having  firft  fent 
he  Falmouth,  Ruby ,  and  Experiment ,  to  cruize  off  of 
Pent  Guavas.  He  had  Advice,  about  the  middle  of 
ay,  that  on  the  17th  of  the  preceeding  Month,  there 
p.dkd  by  Camanagotto ,  on  Terra  Firma,  feventeen  tall 
Ships,  which  fleered  towards  the  Weft  End  of  Cuba. 
Thefe  Ships,  he  judged  to  be  Part  of  M.  Chateau-Re- 
ftaud’s  Squadron,  and  that  they  were  bound  to  the  Ha- 
vannah ,  to  offer  their  Service  for  convoying  Home  the 
Elota;  but  he  had  not  Strength  to  follow  them,  with¬ 
out  fubjedting  the  Ifland  to  the  Inful ts  of  thofe  Ships 
which  were  at  Logane.  Some  little  Time  after,  the 
Mafter  of  a  Spanijh  Sloop  from  Cuba ,  acquainted  him, 
.that  M.  Chateau-Renaud  was  at  the  Havannah ,  with 
twenty-lix  Ships  of  War,  waiting  for  the  Flota  from  La 
Vera  Cruz ;  and  this  was  confirmed  by  the  Ships  he  had 
fent  out,  which,  in  their  Tour  in  thofe  Parts,  had  ta¬ 
ken  four  Prizes ;  one  of  them  a  Ship  mounted  with  24 
Guns,  but  capable  of  carrying  40.  The  Vice-Admiral 
being  likewife  informed  by  a  Sloop  from  Petit  Guavas , 
that  four  Ships  with  Provifions,  were  bound  from  thence 
to  the  Havannah ,  he  fent  three  Frigates  to  intercept 
them,  between  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  and  Cape  Mayze, 
the  very  Track  leading  thither  j  but  they  had  not  the 
expedited  Succefs.  The  fame  Day,  he  detached  Rear- 
Admiral  Whetjlone  with  two  Third  Rates,  three  Fourths, 
and  a  Fire-Ship,  to  intercept  M.  Du  Cajfe ,  who,  he 
had  heard,  was  expedted  at  Port  Lewis,  at  the  Weft  End 
of  Hijpaniola,  a  little  within  the  Me  of  JJh,  with  four 
Ships  of  War,  to  fettle  the  Jjfienta  at  Carthagena,  and 

to 
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to  deftroy  the  Trade  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  for  Ne¬ 
groes,  refolving  to  fail  himfelf,  in  five  or  fix  Days,  with 
The  Remainder  of  the  Squadron,  in  fearch  of  thole 
French,  in  cafe  the  Rear-Admiral  fhould  mils  them  p. 

I  have  given  fo  full  and  particular  an  Account  in  the 
former  Volume  of  what  happened  on  the  Admiral’s  fail¬ 
ing  to  intercept  Du  Caffe,  that  I  fliall  confine  my- 
felf  here,  to  fuch  Circumftances  as  are  perfonal  only. 
The  Scheme  formed  by  Admiral  Benbow  for  the  De- 
11  met ;o  11  of  the  French  Force  in  the  IVejl-Indies ,  and  ha¬ 
ving  a  Chance  for  the  Galleons,  (hews  him  to  have 
been  a  very  able  Commander,  and  effectually  difproves 
that  idle  Calumny  of  his  being  a  mere  Seaman.  He 
faw,  that  the  French  Officers  were  exceffively  embarraf- 
fed  by  the  Wayward  ConduCl  of  the  Spaniards ,  who 
would  not  take  a  fingle  Step  out  of  their  own  Road, 
though  for  their  own  Service.  He  refolved  to  take  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  this,  and  to  attack  the  fmalleft  of  their  Squa¬ 
drons,  having  before  fent  Home  fuch  an  Account  of 
the  Number  and  Value  of  the  Spanijh  Ships,  and  of  the 
Strength  of  the  French  Squadrons  that  were  to  effort 
them,  as  might  enable  the  Miniftry  to  take  proper  Mea- 
fures  for  intercepting  them,  either  in  their  Paffage  from  the 
JVeff-Indies,  or  when  it  fhould  be  known  that  they  were 
arrived  in  the  Spanijh  Seas.  When  he  had  done  this,  he 
failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  nth  of  July,  with  two 
Third  Rates,  fix  Fourths,  a  Fire-Ship,  Bomb,  Tender, 
and  Sloop,  in  hopes  of  meeting  Rear-Admiral  IVhetJlone ; 
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miffing  him,  he  failed  not,  however,  firft  to  give  the 
mmoft  Difturbance  to  the  French  Settlements  in  St.  Do- 
mngo,  and  then  failed  in  Search  of  Du  Caffe’s  Squadron, 
w  -ich  he  came  up  with  and  engaged,  on  Wednefday  the 
19th  of  Auguff,  and  fought  him  bravely  for  five  Days; 
wb,ch  not  only  demonftrates  the  Courage  and  Conduct 
of  this  gallant  Seaman,  but  the  Fidelity  and  Affedion 

°  'jS  °Wn  ShlP’s  Company  ;  fince,  it  is  impoffible,  he 
<-ou  - ,  in  fuch  Circumftances,  have  maintained  the  En¬ 
gagement  fo  long,  if  his  Officers  and  Seamen  had  not 
been  very  affedionate.  The  French  Accounts,  indeed, 
reprefen t  the  whole  Affair  to  their  own  Advantage;  but 

f  ;  DuCaJTe>  who  was  a  brave  Man,  and  withal  the 

this  Matter,  has  put  the  Thing  out  of 
Difpute,  by  the  following  ffiort  Letter,  written  by  him 
immediately  after  his  Arrival  at  Carthagena ;  the  Ori¬ 
ginal  of  which  is  foil,  or  was  very  lately,  in  the  Hands 
of  Admiral  Benbow’s  Family  \ 

S  I  R, 

J  HAD  httle  Hopes  on  Monday  lajl ,  but  to  have  Supp¬ 
ed  in  your  Cabbin:  But  it  pie afed  God  to  order  it  other- 
zvife;  I  am  thankful  for  it.  _  As  for  thofe  Cowardly  Cap¬ 
tains  who  dejerted you. ,  hang  them  up ;  for ,  by _ ,  they 

dejerve  it .  .  5 

Yours, 


D  u  Ca  s  s  E. 


The 


,q  Jhe  CoPy  this  Letter  I  received  from  Mr 
Wiiole  Authority  I  have  fo  often  mentioned. 


.  Cal  ton. 
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The  firft  Care  the  Admiral  had  after  his  Return  to 
Jamaica ,  was,  to  provide  for  the  Officers  who  diftin- 
guithed  themfelves  in  the  late  Engagement ;  and  next, 
to  bring  thofe  to  Juftice,  who  had  fo  bafely  betrayed 
their  Truft ;  and  in  this  he  was  fo  earned,  that  per¬ 
haps  he  failed  a  little  in  Point  of  Form,  fmce,  in  order 
to  their  Trial,  he  granted  a  Commiflion,  which  it  has 
been  queftioned,  whether  he  mignt  legally  do,  but 
certainly  adted  from  two  very  excufable  Reafons ;  the  firft 
was,  that  he  found  himfelf  in  no  Condition  to  prefide 
in  a  Court-Martial,  having  been  ill  of  a  Fever,  which 
enfued  upon  cutting  off  his  Leg  from  the  Time  of  his 
coming  a-Shore ;  the  other,  that,  in  cafe  he  had  been 
able  to  aflift  upon  that  Occafion,  he  was  defirous 
of  declining  it,  from  his  having  fo  great  a  Perfonal  In- 
tereft  in  the  Affair.  After  the  Court-Martial  was  over, 
the  Admiral  lived  near  a  Month  ;  for  that  Court  fat  on 
the  6th  of  October,  and  the  Admiral  died  on  the  4th  of 
November  following.  He  was  all  that  Time  extremely 
fenfible  of  his  Danger,  and  never  entertained  any  flatter¬ 
ing  Hopes  of  Recovering.  Yet,  during  that  long  111- 
nefs,  he  fupported  his  Character  as  an  Engtijh  Admiral, 
with  the  fame  Firmnefs  he  had  fhewn  uuring  the  En¬ 
gagement,  giving  all  the  neceffary  Orders  for  pro¬ 
tecting  the  Trade,  that  could  have  been  expected  from 
him,  if  he  had  been  tn  perfect  Health ;  and  in  the  Let¬ 
ters  he  wrote  Home  to  his  Lady,  he  dilcovered  much 
greater  Anxiety  for  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation,  than  for 
his  private  Fortune,  or  the  Concerns  of  h  s  Family. 
The  Queen  had  fo  juft  a  Regard  for  the  Memory  of 
this  gallant  Man,  that  Ihe  fpoke  of  his  Lofs  with  great 
Regret  j  and,  as  I  have  fhewn  in  the  former  Volume, 

T  4  would 
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would  not  Suffer  herfclf  to  be  teazed  ;nf n  '  •„  . 
jn,  ,  „ ,  lu  uc  teazed  into  an  ill-t  mpd 

Atl  of  Mercy  ('though  ]ikp  -,11  u  -  med 

•  i  }  1  =  ’ 1Ue  aJl  her  family,  mofl:  tpnrW 

“ 7"  *««>  «—.  >hci«,  who/;llr4;"h'r 
Cowardice,  were  fprinkled  with  his  Blood.  His  Sifter 

ac,  in  ns  Life-time  prefented  the  Admiral’s  Pitfure  to 

°f  who  cauled  it  to  be  hung 

up  in  their  lown-Hall  ,  where  it  ftill  remains,  as  a  Tel- 

timony  of  the  Regard  his  Countrymen  had  fl  I 

Worthy  Officer  and  true  Patriot r.  ‘  or  this 

The  Vice-Admiral  left  behind  him  a  numerous  Pof- 

withom  IF 'b  r  ^  5  bUt  h,'S  &nS  dying’  a,i  of 
Zl T  1  “  two  forming  Daughters  became  Co-, 

heireites^  and  of  thefe,  the  Eldeft  married  Paul  Calton, 

L  q’  °f  Mtlton »  Abington,  in  the  County  0f  7ierH 

°  ]S.  ftl11  !ivinS-  one  of  his  Sons’ 

c  aims  feme  Notice  to  be  taken  of  him  in  a  Work  of 

"'1S  NatUre’  “dependant  of  his  Relation  to  his  gallant 
rather.  He  was  bred  to  the  Sea,  and  went  to  the  Eaft- 
Indtes  in  Quality  of  fourth  Mate,  on  board  The  Degrave 
Captain  TP  ill, am  Young, ,  Commander,  which  Ship  paffied 
through  the  Downs  on  February  i9,  I70I>  when  Ad_ 

mnal  lay  there  with  his  Squadron,  ready  to  pro¬ 

ceed  to  the  Wejl-lndies .  The  Degrave  was  a  fine  Ship, 

.  '7°  7r0n’  and  Canied  fift>"Uvo  Guns  i  fee  was 

bound  tor  iwv  ft.  George ,  in  the  Eqft.  Indies  t  where  fhe 

tafely  arrived,  and  proceeded  from  thence  to  Bengali 

where  her  Captain  and  firll  Mate  died ;  by  which  Means’ 

tne  Command  devolved  on  the  Captain’s  Son,  who  was 

a  vond  Mute,  and  Mr.  Joan  Benbow  became  fecondMate 

from 
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irom  Bengali  They  failed  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope-,  but, 
in  going  out  of  the  River,  the  Ship  ran  a-ground,  and 
ftuck  faft  ;  fhe  floated  again  the  next  high  Tide,  and  put 
to  Sea  with  little  or  no  Damage,  as  they  then  imagined  j 
but  they  foon  after,  found  her  lo  leaky,  that  they  were 
forced  to  keep  two  Chain-Pumps  continually  going ; 
in  this  Condition,  they  failed  two  Months,  befoie  they 
reached  the  Ifland  of  St.  Morris,  inhabited  by  the  Dutch , 
who  received  them  kindly,  gave  them  all  the  Afliftance 
in  their  Powrer,  permitting  them  to  fet  up  a  Tent  on 
Shore,  into  which  they  brought  moft  Part  of  their 
Cargo,  having  unladen  their  Ship,  in  order  to  fearch  for 
the  Leak  ;  which,  however,  they  could  not  find. 
After  about  a  Months  Stay  at  the  Ifland  of  St.  Morris , 
and  taking  on  board  about  fifty  Lafcars ,  or  Moorifli 
Seamen,  they  failed  diredly  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; 
they  had  then  about  170  Hands  on  board,  and,  though 
the  Lafcars  could  not  do  much  in  Point  of  Navigation, 
yet  they  were  of  great  Ufe,  as  they  eafed  the  Englifh  Sea¬ 
men  of  the  Labour  of  Pumping.  Yet,  after  all,  it  was  fatal 
for  them,  that  this  rafh  Refolution  was  taken,  of  putting 
to  Sea,  before  they  had  flopped,  or  even  difcovered,  the 
Leak  ;  for  in  a  few  Days  Time  it  gained  fo  much  up¬ 
on  them,  that,  notwithflanding  they  pumped  Day  and 
Night,  it  was  as  much  as  they  could  do,  to  keep  the 
•  Veffel  above  Water,  though  they  were  ftill  600  Leagues 
from  their  intended  Port s. 

The 


5  Moll  of  this  Account  is  taken  from  the  Travels  of  Robert 
Drury ;  which  Book,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  Mr.  Benbovv,  is 
very  exaft,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  this  Gentleman’s  Re¬ 
lations,  from  whom  alfo  I  had  fome  other  Circumftances, 
which  the  Reader  will  find  interfperfed. 
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The  Ship’s  Company,  believing  that  common  Dan¬ 
ger  put  them  all  on  an  Equality,  reprefented  to  Captain 
Tomg,  that  his  Defign  of  proceeding  to  the  Cape,  was 
become  impracticable ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  wifeft 
hing  he  could  do,  was  to  make  the  nearelt  Land, 
which  was  that  of  Madagafcar,  to  the  Southward  of 
which,  they  had  failed  about  an  hundred  Leagues  The 
Caplin  complied  „i,h  their  Advice,  ,„d  epfajted 
to  run  the  Ship  on  Shore  ;  but  that  was  found  impracti¬ 
cable  likewifejfo,  when  they  were  within  a  Quarter  of  a 
Mile  of  the  Coaft,  they  let  go  an  Anchor  firft,  and  then  cut 
down  all  her  Malts  and  Rigging,  and  threw  their  Guns 
and  Goods  over-board,  in  hopes  of  making  the  Ship 
fwim  nearer ;  but  this  being  found  alfo  impoffible,  and 
having  already  loft  their  Long-boat  and  Pinnace,  they  re- 
folved  to  make  a  Raft,  which  they  did  in  the  Night ; 
and  the  next  Morning,  Mr.  Pratt,  their  Chief  Mate, 
with  four  Men,  went  in  a  little  Boat  to  Shore,  with  a 
Rope,  by  which  they  propofed  to  warp  the  Raft.  This 
Boat  was  ftaved  to  pieces,  before  it  reached  the  Land ; 
but  the  Men  efcaped,  and  fecured  the  Rope,  which 
brought  the  Raft  on  Shore,  with  the  reft  of  the  Ship’s 
Company,  except  the  Captain,  who  remained  laft  on 
board  the  Ship,  and  did  not  leave  her,  till  he  found  fte 
began  to  break  to  pieces,  and  then  he  threw  himfelf  into 
the  Sea,  and  fwam  a-Shore.  They  were  quickly  made 
Pnfoners  by  the  King  of  that  Part  of  the  Illand,  who 
carried  them  fifty  Miles  up  into  the  Country,  where 
they  found  one  Captain  Drummond ,  and  one  Captain 
Stewart,  with  a  few  of  their  Ship^'  Crew,  in  the  fame 
Situation  with  themfelves  ;  and  who  foon  let  them  into 
a  perfeCt  Knowledge  of  their  Condition,  by  alluring 

them. 
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them,  that  the  King  intended  to  make  them  ferve  him 
in  his  Wars,  and  never  permit  them  to  return  to  Europe  ; 
which  llruck  them,  as  may  be  imagined,  with  the  ut- 
moft  Confternation  '. 

In  this  Diftrefs,  the  Captains  Drummond ,  Stewart , 
and  Young ,  held  a  Confultation,  in  Conjunction  with  Mr. 
Pratt  and  Mr.  Benbow ,  in  which,  Captain  Drummond 
propofed  it,  as  the  only  Expedient,  by  which  they 
could  only  recover  their  Liberty,  to  feize  the  black  King, 
and  march  off  with  him  Prifoner  into  fome  other  Pro- 
vince  of  the  Ifland,  were  Ships  frequently  came.  Mr. 
Benbow  warmly  efpoufed  this  Propofal,  and  aflifted  with 
great  Courage  in  the  Execution  of  it,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  with  more  Eafe  than  was  expected  ;  and  the 
King,  his  Son,  and  his  Queen,  were  made  Prifoners ; 

but 


t  This  Captain  Drummond  is  the  fame  I  have  mentioned, 
vol.  iii.  p.  267,  as  Commander  of  The  Rifing  Sun,  a  Ship 
belonging  to  the  Scotch  Eafi-India  Company  ;  he  came  to 
trade  at  Madagafcar,  and  while  his  Ship  lay  at  Anchor,  fhe 
was  furprized  by  a  Pirate,  who  fuffered  the  Captain,  with  his 
Friend  Captain  Stewart,  and  a  few  Hands,  to  go  afhore  in  the 
Long-boat,  in  the  Territories  of  the  fame  Prince  who  made 
Mr.  Benbow  Prifoner.  It  was  for  the  fuppofed  Murder  of  this 
Captain  Drummond,  that  one  Captain  Green,  a  very  honell 
Englilh  Gentleman,  his  Mate  Mr.  Mather,  and  feveral  other 
Perfons,  were  executed  in  Scotland,  on  the  Teftimony  of  a 
Black  ;  and  more  had  been  executed,  but  for  the  Care  of  the  late 
Worthy  Duke  of  Argyll,  who  interpofed,  out  of  pure  Ge- 
nerofity,  and  procured  their  Pardons.  I  remember,  while  a 
Boy,  to  have  feen  this  Captain  Green’s  Original  Journal  in  the 
Cuftody  of  a  Merchant  in  Edinburgh,  who  did  him  all  the 
Service  in  his  Power,  at  the  Hazard  of  his  own  Life  ;  from 
which  Journal,  it  appeared,  That  they  only  met  with  Captain 
Drummond  at  Sea,  as  they  were  Homeward  bound,  on  board 
whofe  Ship  Captain  Green  dined,  and  received  from  him  a 
Prefent  of  a  Bible,  which  was  made  ufe  of  to  corroborate 
the  Black’s  Evidence  ;  who,  from  a  wicked  Spirit  of  Revenge* 
perjured  himfelf  that  he  might  murder  his  Mailer. 
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hut  the  Queen  was  releafed  by  Captain  Young,  out  of 

«iere  Pity.  It  is  not  very  eafy  to  conceive  a  bolder 

nterpnze  than  this,  where  between  fifty  and  fixty 

.  U!.Pe°fe’  a"d  not  above  half  of  thefe  armed,  car¬ 
ried  off  a  Black  Prince,  out  of  the  midft  of  his  Capital, 

Z  S'ght,  0t  f0me  hundreds>  nay,  f0me  thoufands, 
of  his  Subjefts,  better  armed  than  themfelves;  who  were 

not withftanding,  refrained  from  firing  upon  them  by  Cap! 
tain  Young's  threatning  to  kill  their  King  if  they  did.  After¬ 
wards,  however,  they  mifmanaged  the  Thing  frangely 
or,  upon  a  Pfopofal  made  by  the  Negroes  to  give  them 
ix  Guns  for  their  King,  it  was  agreed  to  give  him  up, 
upon  a  Suppofition  that  the  Blacks  would  then  follow 
them  no  further  ;  and  this  notwithfrmding,  Mr.  Benbow 
warmly  oppofed  it,  and  frewed  them  the  mifchievous 
Confequences  with  which  fo  wild  a  Meafure  mult  be 
attended.  The  King  being  given  up,  the  Blacks  (till 
contained  to  follow  them,  though  at  a  Diftance;  at  laft 
it  was  agreed  to  give  up  the  Prince  too,  upon  a  Suppo- 

that  this  would  put  an  End  to  the  Purfuit ;  ta- 
k:ng’  h°wever,  three  People  who,  the  Blacks  told  them, 
were  the  principal  Men  in  their  Country,  by  way  of 
Hojtages,  two  of  whom,  loon  made  their  Efcapej  and 
*hen  ine  Blacks  not  only  purfued  them,  but  began  to 
iirt,  upon  them,  which  hitherto  they  had  not  done.  The 
Weaknefs  of  their  own-  Conduct,  and  the  Wifdom  of 
Mr.  Beribow’s  Advice,  was  now  vifible  to  every  body  ; 
ano,  as  it  now  appeared  clearly,  that  they  had  nothing  for 
it  but  fighting,  they  began  to  difpofe  their  little  Army 
?n  order  of  Battel.  Thirty-fix  armed  Men  were  divided 
into  four  Bodies,  commanded  by  three  Captains  and 
Mr.  Benbow ;  but,  after  an  Engagement  that  lafted  from 

Noon 
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Noon  till  fix  in  the  Evening,  it  was  agreed  to  treat. 
The  Negroes  demanded  their  Arms,  and  then  pro- 
mifed  to  let  them  go ;  and  at  the  Perfuafion  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Young,  this  wild  Propofition  was  accepted,  though 
vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Benbow ;  but  when  it  came 
to  be  put  in  execution,  the  Captains  Drummond  and 
Stewart u,  with  four  or  five  of  their  Crew,  refufed  to 
deliver  their  Arms,  and  marched  off  unperceived  in  the 
Night,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Benbow ,  and  got  fafe  to 
Port  Daupbine ,  while  the  reft  were  cruelly  murdered, 
except  one  Robert  Drury ,  a  Boy  fifteen  or  fixteen 
Years  old,  whom  they  preferved  and  made  a  Slave  of. 
As  for  Mr.  Benbow ,  after  remaining  feveral  Years  a- 
mongft  the  Negroes,  where  he  lived  after  their  Manner, 
and  went  naked,  he  efcaped  on  board  a  Dutch  Ship,  the 
Captain  of  which,  had  been  well  acquainted  with  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  and,  for  his  Sake,  treated  him  with  great  Kindnefs 
and  Rcfpedt w. 

This 


uThe  Pveader  may,  perhaps,  be  defirous  of  knowing  what 
became  of  this  Captain  Drummond,  of  which,  nothing  more 
can  be  faid,  than  what  is  found  in  the  Travels  of  Drury, 
who  remained  fo  many  Years  upon  the  Ifland.  Pie  informs  us, 
that  he  faw  Captain  Drummond  once,  feveral  Years  after  they 
parted  ;  and  that  he  was  then  at  Liberty,  and  lived  as  happily 
as  is  poffible  for  a  Man  of  his  Education  in  fuch  a  Country  : 
and  he  further  adds,  that  the  Year  he  came  away,  which  was 
in  1716,  he  was  informed,  that  Captain  Drummond  had 
been  killed  by  a  Negro  ;  but  without  any  particular  Cir- 
cum  fiances . 

w  I  had  this  Particular  of  Mr.  Benbow’s  Efcape  in  a  Dutch 
Ship  from  feveral  Perfons  of  Mr.  Benbow’s  Acquaintance, 
who  had  received  it  from  his  own  Mouth  ;  for  his  Efcape  was 
fo  wonderful,  and  attended  with  fuch  furprizing  Circuniftances, 
that  many  People  had  the  Curiofny  to  viiit  Mr.  Benbow,  in 
order  £0  hear  jt  from  hirnfelf,  in  which  he  very  readily  grati¬ 
fied  them,  though  otherwise  a  Man  of  much  Taciturnity. 
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This  Mr.  John  Benbozv ,  lived  many  Years  after 
iere  in  England,  and  compofed  a  Work,  entitled,  A 
Complete  Defcriptfon  of  the  South  Part  of  the  Jiland  of 
Madagascar ;  which  was  a  very  curious  and  accurate 
Performance,  and,  therefore,  often  borrowed  by  his  Ac¬ 
quaintance  ;  with  fome  of  whom  it  ftill  remains;  nor 
have  the  Family,  after  the  ftrideft  Search,  been  able  to 
retrieve  it.  It  would  be  certainly  a  kind  Prefent  to  the 
Learned  World,  and  at  the  fame  Time  an  A<ft  of  great 
Juftice  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Benbozv,  if  any  Gentle¬ 
man,  in  whofe  Hands  it  now  is,  would  publifn  it ;  be- 
caufe,  it  contains  many  Things  of  a  Commercial,  as 
well  as  Hiftorical  and  Philofophical  Nature.  I  do  not 
know  whether,  ftridtly  fpeaking,  fo  long  an  Account 
of  Mr.  Benbozv’ s  Misfortunes  be  reconcileable  to  a  Work 
of  this  Natuie ;  but  as  the  Recital  of  them  cannot  but 
be  entertaining  to  the  Reader ;  and  as  fo  many  remark¬ 
able  Fads  might  have  been  buried  in  Oblivion,  if  I  had 
not  taken  this  Occafion  to  preferve  them,  I  hope,  I 
fhall  at  lea  ft  ftand  excufed,  if  not  jufti&d,  for  the  Li¬ 
berty  I  have  taken ;  and  in  this  Hope,  I  return  to  the 

Thread  of  my  Hiftory,  and  to  the  Memoirs  which  oc¬ 
cur  next  in  order  of  Time  x. 

Memoirs 


x  As  I  have  made  great  Ufe  of  Drury’s  Travels,  I  think  it 
neceffary  to  infert  the  following  Certificate,  by  Captain  William 
Macke tt,  whofe  Reputation  was  fo  well  eflablimed,  both  for 
Underilanding  and  Probity,  that  nobody  judged  it  poffible  for 
him  to  be  either  deceived  himfelf,  in  a  Cafe  of  this  Nature, 
or  capable  of  entring  into  a  Defign  or  deceiving  or  amufing 
others ;  and  therefore,  his  Certificate  feems  fufficient  to  ellabliih 
this  Author’s  Credit.  It  runs  thus. 

“  This  is  to  Certify,  That  Robert  Drury,  fifteen  Years  a 
“  Slave  in  Madagafcar,  now  living  in  London,  was  redeemed 
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Memoirs  of  Sir  RALPH  DELAVAL, 
Knt.  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red ,  and  Joint- Admiral 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Fleet . 

i 

IT  is  a  Misfortune,  which  we  mult  be  content  to  de¬ 
plore,  without  Hopes  of  Redrefs,  fince  it  is  a  Mif- 
fortune  flowing  from  Liberty,  that  in  all  free  Countries, 
the  greateft  Men  are  liable  to  be  facrificed  to  Clamour  ; 
and  Innocence  is  no  Security  again!!  the  Shafts  of  Envy, 
or  perfonal  Refentment.  This  was  the  Cafe  of  the 
Gentleman  of  whom  we  are  now  to  fpeak  ;  and  who, 
in  the  fliort  Space  of  a  Angle  Summer,  was  in  the  high- 
eft  Credit,  and  adually  laid  afide;  fo  fluctuating  a 
Thing  is  human  Happinefs ;  fo  fickle  a  Poffeflion  is 
Popularity,  and  fo  little  to  be  depended  on  a  Prince’s  Fa¬ 
vour  !  Thefe  are  the  Refle&ions  that  will  naturally  arife 
on  the  Reading  the  Memoirs  of  our  Admiral ;  and  they 
are  premifed  only,  to  Ihew,  that  I  think  as  the  Reader 
does,  and  do  not  believe  myfelf  obliged  to  follow  the  Hu¬ 
mours  cf  thofe  who  have  treated  his  Memory,  with  the 
fame  Prejudice  with  which  they  purfued  him  living a. 

Sir  Ralph  Delaval  was  the  Son  of  a  worthy  Gentle¬ 
man  in  the  North  of  England ,  of  the  fame  Name,  dif- 

tinguifhed 


“  from  thence,  and  brought  into  England,  his  Native  Country, 
41  by  My  felf.  I  efteem  him  an  honeft  induftrious  Man,  of 
“  good  Reputation,  and  do  firmly  believe,  that  the  Account 
“  he  gives  of  his  ftrange  and  furprizing  Adventures,  is  genuine 
*c  and  authentic. 

“  May  7,  1728.  “  W.  Mackett.” 

a  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Complete  Hiflory  of  Europe  lor  th« 
Year  1707. 
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tinguifhed  for  his  Loyalty  to  King  Charles  I.  and  King 
Charles  II.  and  to  whole  Houfe  Genera]  Lejley  had 
Leave  given  him  by  Cromwell  to  retire,  after  the  fatal 
Battel  of  Worcejler,  Mr.  Ralph  Delaval  came  very 
early  into  the  Navy,  under  the  Protection  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  who  treated  him  with  great  Kindnefs,  and  took 
Care  he  ihould  not  lofe  his  Turn  in  Preferment.  By 
this  Means  it  was,  that  he  came  to  be  Captain  of  The 
lork,  a  third  Rate  Man  of  War,  in  which  Station  the 
Revolution  found  him.  He  concurred  heartily  in  that 
great  Change,  though  he  had  no  Hand  in  making  it ; 
and,  therefore.  King  William ,  who  was  a  Prince  of 
great  Penetration,  foon  promoted  him  to  the  Rank  of 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue ;  and  at  the  fame  Time,  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  Honour  of  Knighthood ;  in  this 
Station,  he  ferved  under  the  Earl  of  Torrington ,  in  the 
famous  Battel  of  Beachy-Head,  in  which,  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch  Fleets  were  beat  by  the  French ,  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1690 ;  but  without  any  Impeachment  of  his  own 
Cnaradler,  either  in  Point  of  Courage  or  Condudl,  as 
appears  plainly,  by  his  being  appointed  Prefident  of  the 
Court-Martial,  which  tried  the  Earl,  and  which  fat  on 
Board  The  Kent ,  on  the  10th  of  December ,  in  the  fame 
Year ;  and  in  which,  he  was  unanimoully  acquitted ; 
and,  if  I  miftake  not,  the  Share  he  had  in  that  Affair, 
fubjefted  him  to  the  Hatred  of  a  certain  Set  of  Men  ever 
after ;  but  that  he  was  in  Reality  no  way  to  blame,  will 
appear  by  his  being  immediately  after  declared  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Blue,  by  King  William ,  in  which  Station, 
he  ferved,  the  next  Year,  under  Admiral  RuJJeh,  and,  in 
the  Winter  of  the  fame  Year,  was  appointed  to  command 
a  Squadron  in  the  Soundings ;  where,  if  he  did  little,  it 
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was  owing  to  the  bad  Seafon  of  the  Year,  and  contrary 
Winds,  by  which,  he  was  four  Times  beat  back  into 
Torbay ;  however,  he  punctually  executed  his  Orders, 
and  thereby  hindered  the  French  from  relieving  Limerick y 
which  much  facilitated  the  Reduction  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Ireland b. 

In  1692,  when  it  was  known  the  French  was  fitting 
out  by  far  the  greateft  Fleet  they  ever  had  at  Sea,  he 
was  appointed  to  ferve  under  Admiral  RuJJ'el ;  arid  was 
alfo  appointed  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red,  and  was  entruft- 
ed  with  a  large  Squadron  of  Englifi  and  Dutch  Ships, 
to  cruize  for  a  Homeward-bound  Fleet  from  the  Me¬ 
diterranean^  and  then  to  join  the  main  Fleet ;  which  he 
performed  with  great  Conduct  and  Succefs ;  and  having 
firft  feen  feventy  of  our  Merchant-men  fafe  into  Port, 
he,  according  to  his  Inftrudtions,  joined  Admiral  RuJJel 
on  the  13th  of  May^  at  St.  Helens ;  which  was  then 
juftly  confiiered  as  a  very  fignal  Service  \  for  if  he  had 
been  twenty-four  Hours  later,  it  might  have  been  of  the 
greateft  Prejudice  to  the  Service.  On  the  15th  of  the 
fame  Month,  a  Council  of  War  was  called,  of  all  the 
Flag-Officers  on  board  the  Fleet  ;  wherein,  it  was  re- 
folved,  in  Obedience  to  the  Commands  of  Queen  Maryy 
who  was  then  Regent,  to  fail  the  firft  fair  Weather  to 
the  Coaft  of  France .  In  this  Council  of  War,  the  Ad¬ 
miral  took  Notice  of  an  Intimation  given  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  Reports  were  fpread,  as  if  feveral 
Captains  of  the  Fleet  had  given  Aflurances  to  Kin ^James^s 
Friends  on  Shore,  of  their  Readinefs  to  join  them,  and 
of  their  Confidence  that  they  ftiould  be  able  to  carry 
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over  a  great  Part  of  the  Fleet.  As  nobody  knew  a- 

gainft  whom  this  Information  was  particularly  pointed, 

it  was  thought  neceflary,  that  the  Queen  might  be 

throughly  fatisfied  of  their  Loyalty  and  Integrity,  to 

draw  up  the  following  Paper ;  which  was  done  upon 
the  Spot c. 

Wf5  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Sub- 
“  an(^  Servants,  Flag-Officers  and  Captains,  in 
)  our  Majefty  s  fleet,  out  of  a  deep  and  grateful  Senfe 
of  your  Majefty’s  good  and  juft  Opinion  of  our 
“  Loyalty  and  Fidelity,  imparted  to  us  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Admiral  RuJJ'el^  in  a  Letter  to  him,  from 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham  ^  Principal  Secretary  of  State, 
“  do,  in  Behalf  of  our  felves,  and  all  the  other  Officers 
and  Seamen,  humbly  prefume  to  Addrefs  our  felves 
to  your  Majefty,  at  this  Juncture,  to  undeceive  the 
World,  as  to  thofe  falle  and  malicious  Reports  which 
“  have  been  lately  fpread  in  Prejudice  of  your  Majefty’s 
“  Service,  by  People  difaffeded  to  the  Government, 
ce  and  who  have  an  Averfion  to  the  Quiet  and  Good  of 
<c  their  Country ;  that  there  are  fome  among  us,  who 
are  not  truly  zealous  for,  and  entirely  devoted  to  the 
prefect  happy  Eftablifhment.  We  do,  therefore, 
moft  humbly  beg  leave,  to  add  to  our  repeated  Oaths, 
“  this  Aflurance  of  our  Fidelity  :  That  we  will,  with 
<c  all  imaginable  Alacrity,  and  Refolution,  venture  our 
ielves  in  the  Defence  of  the  Government,  and  of  the 
“  Religion  and  Liberty  of  our  Country,  againft  all 

cc  Popifh 


%  Furchet,  Burnet,  Complete  Hiftory  of  England  by  Biffioo 
Rennet  5  but  the  Addrefs  itfelf  is  taken  from  the  London-Ga- 
aette,  No.  2767. 
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“  Pdnifli  Invaders  whatfoever.  And,  That  God  Al- 

L 

«  mighty  may  preferve  your  Majefty’s  moil  Sacred  Per- 
«  fon,  diredl  your  Councils,  and  profper  your  Arms 
«  by  Sea  and  Land,  againft'your  Enemies;  may  all 
4<  People  fay,  Amen ,  with  your  Majefty’s  molt  duti- 
cc  ful  and  loyal  Subjects.  Dated  on  Board  C1  he  Bri - 
tannia ,  at  St.  Helens ,  the  15th  of  May^  1692. 
This  Add  refs  was  Signed  by  Sir  John  AJhhy ,  Admiral  of 
the  Blue  ;  Sir  Ralph  Delava  l ,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red; 
George  Rookey  Elq;  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue;  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel ,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red ;  and  Richard 
Carter ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue;  and  all  the 
Captains  of  the  Fleet d. 

On  the  1 8th  of  May^  Admiral  RuJJel  ftood  over  to 
the  French  Coaft ;  and  on  the  19th,  engaged  the  Ene¬ 
my  in  the  glorious  Battel  of  La  Hogue ,  in  which.  Sir 
Ralph  Delaval ,  as  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red,  did  his 
Duty,  with  great  Reputation  ;  and  purfuant  to  the  Ad¬ 
miral’s  Order,  formed  the  Rear  of  the  Fleet,  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  though  feveral  French  Ships  that  had  efcaped 
beft,  hovered  round,  and  attempted  to  do  Mifchief, 
they  were  obliged  to  feek  their  Safety,  as  the  reft  of  the 
Fleet  had  done,  by  a  plain  Flight0  ;  and  afterwards,  did 
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d  It  would  have  been  of  fome  Ufe,  if  the  Names  of  thefe 
Captains  had  been  printed,  of  which  I  take  Notice,  in  order, 
as  far  as  is  in  my  Power,  to  prevent  future  Omiffions  of  the  like 
Kind,  which  Defeat  us  of  Lights  in  Hiitory  ;  which  are  often 
of  more  Confequence,  than  perhaps  the  Writer  of  a  Gazette 
can  imagine. 

e  See  the  Admiral’s  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  ana 
all  the  Relations  hitherto  publifhed  of  that  Engagement,  in 
which  this  Fadt  of  preferving  the  Rear  of  our  Fleet,  is  allow¬ 
ed  to  have  fecured  and  eftablifhed  the  Victory,  and  to  have 
contributed  moil  of  any  Thing  to  the  Defeat  of  the  Frencn* 
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lemarkable  Service  in  deftroying  fome  of  the  Ene¬ 
my  s  largeft  Ships ;  of  which,  I  think  I  cannot  give 
a  better  Account  than  in  his  own  Words ;  in  which 

tne  Affair  is  as  well  defcribed,  as  it  was  bravely  perform¬ 
ed  f. 

Sir  Ralph  Delaval's  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham , 
from  on  Board  The  Royal  Sovereign  ^  near  Cherbourg , 
May  22. 

“  I  believe  it  my  Duty  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  the 
<c  one  and  twentieth  Inftant,  Admiral  RuJJel  having 
“  made  the  Signal  for  the  Fleet  to  cut  their  Cables;  I 
cc  obferved  the  French  to  be  forced  from  the  Race  of 
“  Alderney  (where  they  anchored)  to  the  Eaftward  ;  and 
<c  finding,  that  fome  of  them  endeavoured  for  the  Bay 
“  of  Cherbourg ,  I  flood  in  for  that  Place,  where  I 
4C  found  three  three-decked  Ships  of  the  Enemies,  but 
<c  fo  clofe  to  the  Shore,  and  within  fome  Rocks,  that 
“  it  was  not  fafe  for  me  to  attempt  them,  till  I  had  in- 
€t  formed  my  felf  of  the  Road ;  they  being  hawled  in- 
<6  to  the  Shoal-Water,  I  immediately  took  my  Boats, 
“  and  founded  within  Gun-fhot  of  them  ;  which  they 
<c  endeavoured  to  prevent  by  firing  at  us.  And,  that 
16  no  Time  might  be  loft,  I  went  immediately  on  Board 
“  The  St.  Alban's^  where,  for  the  Encouragement  of 
4C  the  Seamen,  I  hoifted  my  Flag;  and,  having  ordered 
“  The  Ruby ,  with  two  Fire-Ships  to  attend  me,  I  flood 
<c  in  with  them,  leaving  the  great  Ships  without,  as 
“  drawing  too  much  Water.  But  coming  very  near, 
«c  they  galled  us  fo  extremely,  and  finding  the  Fire- 
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<C  Ships  could  not  get  in,  I  judged  it  bell  to  retreat  with- 
out  Shot,  and  there  anchored :  and  immediately  called 
<c  all  the  Captains,  where  it  was  refolved  to  attempt 
“  them  in  the  Morning,  with  all  the  I  bird  and  Fourth 
«  Rates,  and  Fire-Ships.  But,  after  having  drawn 
«  them  into  four  Fathom  and  a  half  of  Water,  I  found 
«  we  could  not  do  our  Bufmefs,  the  Water  being  Shole  ; 

upon  which,  I  ordered  three  Fire-Ships  to  prepare 
<c  themfelves,  to  attempt  the  Burning  them,  going  my 
“  felf  with  all  the  Barges  and  Tenders  to  take  them 
«  up,  if,  by  the  Enemies  Shot  they  fnould  mifcar- 
«  ry.  Indeed,  I  may  fay,  and  I  hope  without  Va- 
<c  nity,  the  Service  was  warm  \  yet,  God  be  praifed, 
fo  effedlually  performed,  that,  notwithllanding  all 
their  Shot,  both  from  their  Ships  and  Forts,  two  of 
our  Fire-Ships  had  good  Succefs,  by  burning  them  ; 
<c  the  other,  by  an  unfortunate  Shot,  fet  on  fire,  being 
«  juft  going  on  Board  the  Enemy  ;  indeed,  fo  brave 
was  the  Attempt,  that  I  think  they  can  hardly  be  fuf- 
ficiently  rewarded  :  and  I  doubt  not,  but  their  Ma- 

“  jellies  will  do  them  right. 

cc  The  third  French  Ship  being  run  a-Shore,  and 
cc  cbferving  the  People  on  Board  to  go  on  Shore  by 
Boats-ful!,  I  ordered  Fhe  St.  Albans  and  Referve ,  and 
“  others,  to  fire  upon  her,  judging  it  might  caufe  them 
cc  to  quit  her ;  and  after  having  battered  her  for  fome 
“  time,  I  obferved  fhe  made  no  Refinance ;  I  took  all 
66  the  Boats  armed,  and  went  aboard  her ;  I  found  a- 
iC  bundance  of  Men  on  board,  and  feveral  wounded ; 
<c  but  no  Officers  j  and  having  caijfed  all  the  People,  as 
<c  well  thofe  who  were  wounded,  as  others,  to  be  ta- 
ken  out,  I  fet  her  on  fire  j  and,  had  I  not  had  timely 

U  3  Notice 
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“  Notice  by  my  Scouts,  that  thirty  Ships  were  Hand¬ 
ing  \> :  h  us,  had  fent  all  the  French  on  Shore,  who 
are  now  very  trouhlefome  to  me.  -The  Ships  we  faw, 
proved  to  be  Sir  John  AJhby,  and  the  Dutch ,  coming 
from  the  Weft  ward :  We  are  proceeding  together  to 
the  Ea  it  ward  to  La  Hogue ,  where  I  am  informed, 

“  three  or  fobr  of  Enemy’s  Ships  are ;  and,  if  fo, 
I  hope  G:  d  will  give  us  good  Succefs:  I  expeft  to 
find  the  Admiral  To-morrow,  where,  I  hope  to  hear 
he  has  deftroyed  home  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships,  having 
r  him  in  Cbace  of  them  Iaft  Night,  Handing  to 
-  iaaitward,  and  pretty  near  them,  as  I  judged.  My 
Lord,  I  hepe  you  will  excufe  me,  if  I  prefume  to 
pray  you  will  ufe  your  Interefl  with  the  Queen,  that 
a  Reward  may  be  given  to  the  three  Captains  of  the 
“  ^ire-Ships,  and  feveral  of  the  Other's,  for  greater 
Q'a’’  and  8reater  Bravery,  I  never  faw:  I  pray  your 
“  Excufe  for  being  thus  tedious  and  particular.  Pray 
‘‘  God  Preferve  their  Majeflies,  and  that  their  Arms 
“  may  be  ever  crowned  with  Succefs  by  Sea  and  Land, 
iLah  be  the  Prayers  and  Endeavours  of,  (3 V. 

P.  S.  “  Captain  Heath  burnt  Tourville’s  Ship,  The 

‘‘  Royal  Sun,  which  was  the  mofl  difficult ;  Captain 

“  Greenway  burnt  the  other,  called  The  Conquerant ; 

The  Admirable  w’as  burnt  by  our  Boats  ;  Captain 

Foivlie  attempted  The  Royal  Sun,  but  W’as  fet  on  fire 

fcy  the  Enemy’s  Shot;  yet,  he  deferves  as  w7ell  as 
Ci  the  others g,\ 

It  was  natural  to  expeft,  after  fo  gallant  an  Adfion 
as  this,  that  every  Officer,  who  had  a  fignal  Concern 

therein* 
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therein,  fhould  be  encouraged  and  promoted  ;  but,  it 
f„U  out  in  feme  Meafure  quite  otherwife,  from  that 
Caufe  which  is  generally  fatal  to  the  Merits  of  Englijh 
Officers,  the  Power  of  Party-TnterelV.  A  Spirit  had 
been  raifed  againft  Admiral  RuJJel ,  who  commanded  in 
Chief;  and  King  William,  for  Reafons  that  will  be 
given  in  another  Place,  found  himfelf  unaer  a  Neceffity 
of  laying  that  great  Man  aiide,  which  alfo  obliged  him  to 
put  the  Command  of  the  Fleet  into  Commiffion.  Ac-  , 
cordingly,  Henry  Killegrew ,  Efq;  Sir  Ralph  Delaval ,  and 
Sir  Cloudef.ey  Shovel,  Knts.  were  appointed  Joint-Ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  Fleet ;  which  was  reputed  one  of  the  great- 
eft  the  Maritime  Powers  had  ever  fent  to  Sea.  In  the 
Month  of  May ,  the  Admirals  formed  their  Line  of 
Battel  at  St.  Helen’s,  which  confifted  of  70  Ships  of 
the  Line,  13  Frigates,  19  Fire-fhips,  befides  Brigantines, 
Bomb-Veffels,  and  Hofpital  Ships.  Bifliop  Burnet,  and 
fome  other  Writers,  would  have  us  believe,  that  the 
Inactivity  of  this  mighty  Naval  Armament,  was  owing 
to  the  Inclination  that  two  of  the  Admirals,  Killegrew 
and  Delaval  had,  for  the  Service  of  King  James ;  but 
the  Truth  of  the  Matter  was,  that  the  Fleet  was  not 
either  victualled  or  manned  ;  the  Men  being  put  to  Ihort 
Allowance  at  their  firft  going  to  Sea,  and  five  Regi¬ 
ments  of  Foot  ordered  on  Board  from  Portfmouth,  to 
make  up  an  Appearance  of  Manning.  Befides  all  this, 
the  Miniftry  were  abfolutely  deceived  in  their  Intelli¬ 
gence  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  they  fent  ufelefs,  incon- 
fiftent,  and  contrary  Orders.  For,  firft  the  Admirals 
were  enjoyned  to  attack  the  French  Fleet  at  Brejl ;  where 
it  was  believed  the  Toulon  Squadron  was  already  come, 

and  Difpofitions  were  accordingly  made  for  that  Service  ; 

U  4  but, 
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bUt>  UpCn  fendinS  Me  Warfpight  to  look  into  Brel} 
“  was  found  there  was  not  a  Ship  there.  Before  the  Re¬ 
turn  of  this  Frigate,  the  grand  Fleet  had  convoyed  Sir 
George  Reole,  with  the  great  Burly  Fleet  under  his  Care, 
twenty  Leagues  farther  than  it  was  intended  5  and 
yet,  they  had  fcarce  parted  with  them,  before  they  had 

T  ^TU’  th£  ^  Sc'UadlCn  actually  in 
the  Mediterranean.  It  was  then  propofed  in  a  Council 

'f  1  ar’  t0  follow  Sir  George  to  Lijbon ;  but  this  De- 
hgn  was  laid  afide  for  two  Reafons ;  foil,  becaufe,  the 
Court  having  already  fent  Orders  to  Sir  George  to  re¬ 
turn,  it  was  very  uncertain,  whether  they  fhould  be 
able  to  meet  with  him  ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe,  upon  a 
Review  of  their  Proviiions,  and  upon  an  equal  Repartition 
of  them,  it  was  found,  they  were  not  Efficient  fpr  fuch 
an  Expedition,  even  at  Ihort  Allowance  h. 

The  Admirals  having  communicated  all  this  to  the 
Court,  Orders  were  fent  them  on  the  25th  of  Augufl,  to 
return  to  St.  Helen’s  ■,  which  they  did,  and  having  land¬ 
ed  the  Regiments  they  had  on  board,  the  Fleet  fepa- 
rated,  pare  of  the  great  Ships  were  laid  up,  and  the 

Remainder 


h  This  is  among  the  Number  of  thofe  Tran  fed  ions,  which 
never  are  to  be  undtrfinod  from  General  Hiftories  ;  ar.d  whch 
are  with  very  great  Difficulty  unravelled  in  a  Houle  of  Com- 
Wll(?  °b'\ys  Orders,  dees  his  Duty  certainly  though 
he  Ihould  do  his  Country  Injury  by  his  Obedience,  becaufe  a 
General  Fxample  of  Difofcedience  is  of  much  worfr  Con 
fequence  than  any  particular  wrong- Step  with  reoard  to  the 
Condua  of  an  Expedition  ,  and  Ws,  ,1  you  W  away 
tins  general  Ivu.e  of  Ooedience,  it  ss  impoilihle  for  Men  to 
know  now  to  condua  themftlves  from  the  higheft  io  the  Jewel! 
Station  ,  «do  to  all  which,  tliat  where  Men  receive  doubtful 
perplexed,  and  conlufed  Orders,  they  ought  in  regard  to  their’ 
own  Safety,  to  adhere  clofely  to  the  Letter,  and  leave  fuch  as 
drew  the  Order:,  to  anfwer  for  them. 
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Remainder  were  appointed  for  a  Winter  Guard  ;  and 
thus  the  Operations  of  the  Campaign  ended.  The  Mil- 
fortune  that  befell  Sir  George  Rookc ,  and  the  Turly  Fleet 
under  his  Convoy,  naturally  occafioned  a  great  Clamour  $ 
and  upon  this,  ftridt  Enquiry  was  made  into  the  Affair, 
firft,  by  the  Privy-Council,  and  then  by  Parliament ; 
where,  on  the  17  th  of  November ,  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  came  to  a  Refolution,  that  in  the  Affair  of  con¬ 
voying  Sir  George  Rooke  to  Sea,  there  had  been  a  noto¬ 
rious  and  treacherous  Management ;  and  yet,  when  the 
Queffion  was  put  for  cenfuring  the  Admirals  who  com¬ 
manded  in  Chief,  it  met  with  a  Negative.  We  muff, 
therefore,  in  order  to  reconcile  thefe  two  Votes,  fuppofe 
the  Opinion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  have  been, 
that  this  notorious  and  treacherous  Mifmanagement  was 
not  in  them :  and,  indeed,  Bifhop  Burnet ,  though  he  con¬ 
demns  the  Admirals,  has  left  us  fuch  an  Account  of  their 
Juftification,  as  feems  to  confirm  this  Suppofition ;  for 
he  fays,  that  the  Orders  lent  them  from  the  Cabinet 
Council,  were  ill  given,  and  worfe  executed.  Now,  it 
may  be  queftioned,  how  bad  Orders  can  be  well  execu¬ 
ted  ?  But  the  Bifhop  goes  farther,  he  tells  us,  that  thefe 
Orders  were  weakly  drawn,  ambiguous  and  defedtive  ; 
to  which  he  adds,  that  the  Admirals  fhewed  no  other 
fign  of  Zeal,  than  in  ftridtly  obeying  thefe  Orders.  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what  other  Zeal  they  could 
fhew,  when  under  fuch  Inftructions,  and  with  a  Fleet 
in  fuch  a  Condition.  The  Bufinefs,  however,  ended 
in  laying  Mr.  Killegrew  and  Sir  Ralph  Delaval  afide  ; 
and  to  fpeak  my  Sentiments  freely,  I  believe  this  to  be 
as  much  the  Effedt  of  Party  Spirit,  as  the  laying  afide 
Admiral  Rujfel ,  the  Year  before.  As  for  Sir  Cloudefley 

Shovel , 
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•shjjel,  he  happened  to  be  in  Favour  with  the  Party 
that  difliked  the  other  two  Admirals,  and  fo  he  efcaped, 
though  he  had  concurred  with  them  in  every  Thing. 
I  do  not  fay  this,  with  any  Defign  of  reflefting  on  the 
Memory  of  that  brave  Man,  who,  I  am  perfuaded,  was 
not  at  al!  culpable ;  but  only  to  ftew  the  Eff'eds  of 
Party  Intrigues,  by  which,  al!  Things  were  then  govern¬ 
ed  :  I  wifli  I  could  fay,  that  nothing  like  it  has  ever 
happened  fince  \ 

Sir  Ralph  Reiavcil  lived  thenceforward  privately,  as 
a  Country  Gentleman,  upon  his  own  Eftate,  which  was 
very  confidence,  and  troubled  not  himfelf  with  Public 
ASairs.  He  died  in  the  beginning  of  the  Month  ofja- 
nuary^  1707,  and  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  Month,  was 
burled  with  great  Solemnity  in  Weft  minfter- Abbey.  The 
Violence  of  Party-Prejudice  being  then  abated,  he  went 
to  the  Grave  with  the  Reputation  of  a  great  and  gallant 
Officer,  and  of  a  generous,  hofpitable  Man  ;  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  belt  Accounts  I  have  been  able  to  get,  he 
certainly  deferred  ;  though  he  was  fo  unfortunate,  as  to 
pafs  nine  Years  of  his  Life  in  an  obfeure  Retirement, 
and  that  to,  in  a  Seafon  when  his  Service  might  have 
been  molt  ufeful  to  his  Country  \ 

Memoirs 


1  In  fuch  Cafes,  the  fa i reft  Way  is  to  take  the  judgment 
ot  the  Sailors.  If  a  Man  has  been  unfortunate,  yet  retains 
the  Love  of  fuch  as  he  commanded  ;  there  Teems  to  be  no 
Real  on  for  laying  him  a  fide,  be  caul  a  fuch  an  Officer,  when  em¬ 


ployed  again,  will  be  more  vigilant,  than  any  other,  in  order 
to  retrieve  his  Credit ;  and  the  French  have,  generally  {peak¬ 
ing,  pur  feed  this  Maxim,  with  equal  Honour  and  Advantage, 
it  is  always  right  to  pumfti  bad  Condubi  in  an  Officer,  even 
where  he  has  Succefs  ;  but  to  punifh  a  good  Officer  for  want 
of  Succefs.  is  barbarous  and  bafe. 


th. 


k  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  Complete  Hiftory  cf  Europe  for 
c  Year  1707,  Pointer's  Chronological  Hiftory,  &c. 
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Memoirs  of  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  Knt, 
Rear-Admiral  of  England,  &c. 

\ 

IT  is  certainly  a  juft  Obfervation,  that  Virtue  alone 
creates  Nobility.  He,  who  enjoys  a  Title  by  Birth, 
derives  it  from  the  Virtue  of  his  Anceftors ;  and  he 
who  raifes  himfelf  into  hi^h  Rank,  fupplies  the  Want 
of  Anceftors  by  Perfonal  Merit.  Under  all  free  Go¬ 
vernments,  the  latter  ought  to  be  encouraged,  as  well  as 
the  former  refpetfed  ;  for,  as  every  fuch  Government 
muft  flourifli,  or  decline,  according  to  that  Portion  of 
Public  Spirit,  which  is  found  among  its  Subjects ;  fo,  the 
only  Means  by  which  this  Spirit  can  be  either  excited 
or'  maintained,  is  the  proper  Diftribution  of  Rewards, 
and  the  ftridt  Puniftiment  of  Criminals.  Where  Virtue 
is  negle&ed,  and  Vice  unpunifhed,  Corruption  is  at  the 
Height,  and  the  Diffolution  of  that  State  near  at  Hand. 

We  were  not  in  any  fuch  Situation,  at  the  Time 
this  brave  Man  was  born,  which  was  about  the  Year 
1650.  His  Parents  were  but  in  midling  Circumftan- 
ces ;  and  as  they  had  fome  Expectations  from  a  Relation 
whole  Name  was  Cloudejley ,  they  thought  fit  to  beftow 
that  Name  upon  their  Son,  as  a  probable  Means  of  Re¬ 
commending  him  to  this  Relation’s  Notice.  But,  whether 
they  were  difappointed  in  their  Views,  or,  from  what 
other  Accident  it  arofe,  I  am  not  able  to  fay  ;  but  fo  it 
was,  that  the  young  Cloudejley  Shovel  was  put  out  Ap¬ 
prentice  to  a  mean  Trade,  I  think  to  that  of  a  Shoe- 
Maker  ,  to  which  he  applied  himfelf  for  fome  Years; 
but  being  of  an  afpiring  Difpofition,  and  finding  no  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  raifing  his  Fortune  in  that  Way,  he  betook 

himfelf 
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Jiim!e!f  to  the  Sea,  under  the  Pro  ted  ion  of  Sir  Chrijlo- 
pher  Mynns ;  with  whom,  I  fpeak  it  to  his  Honour,  he 
went  as  a  Cabin-Boy  ;  but  applying  himfelf  very  affidu- 
ouily  to  Navigation,  and  having  naturally  a  Genius 
for  the  Art,  lie  foon  became  an  able  Seaman  ;  and  as 
thofe  were  flirring  Times,  in  which  Merit  always 
thrives,  he  quickly  arrived  at  Preferment.  This,  he  in 
fome  Meafure,  owed  ,to  the  Favour  of  the  famous  Sir 
John  Narborough,  a  Man  who  having  raifed  himfelf  to 
the  higheit  Honours  of  his  Profeffion,  by  mere  dint  of 
Capacity,  was  a  generous  Patron  of  all  who  difcovered 
anyextraordinary  Degree  of  Worth,  which  was  what  re¬ 
commended  Mr.  Shovel  to  his  Notice a. 

After  the  Clofe  of  the  fecond  Dutch  War,  our 
Merchants,  in  the  Mediterranean ,  found  themfelves  very 
much  diilrefled  by  the  pyratical  State  of  Tripoli ;  which, 
notwith  (landing  feveral  Treaties  of  Peace  that  had  been 
concluded  with  them,  began  to  commit  frelh  Depre¬ 
dations  as  foon  as  the  Dutch  War  broke  out.  As  foon, 
therefore,  as  the  King  found  himfelf  at  Leifure,  he  or¬ 
dered  a  llrong  Squadron  into  thofe  Parts,  to  deprefs  the 
Infolence  of  thefe  Corfairs,  under  the  Command  of  Sir 
John  Narborough ,  who  arrived  before  Tripoli  in  the 
Spring  of  the  Year  1674,  where  he  found  all  Things 
in  very  good  Order  for  his  Reception.  The  Appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Enemy’s  Strength,  joined  to  the  Nature  of 
his  Inflrudions,  which  di refled  him  to  try  Negotiation, 
rather  than  Foice,  determined  him  to  lend  a  Perfon  in 
whom  he  could  confide,  to  the  Dey  of  Tripoli,  to  pro¬ 
pole  Reims  or  Accommodation,  and  thofe  too,  very  mo¬ 
derate 
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derate  in  their  Nature  ;  for  he  defired  only  Satisfaction 
for  what  was  part,  and  Security  for  the  Time  to  come. 
The  Admiral  entrulled  Mr.  Shovel  with  this  Mcflage, 
who  accordingly  went  on  Shore,  and  delivered  it  with 
great  Spirit.  But  the  Dey,  defpiling  his  Youth,  treated 
him  with  much  Difrefpea,  and  fent  him  back  with 
an  indefinite  Anfwer.  Mr.  Shovel ,  on  his  Return  to  the 
Admiral,  acquainted  him  with  fome  Remarks  he  had 
made  on  Shore;  Sir  Joan  lent  him  back  again  with  ano¬ 
ther  Meflage,  and  with  proper  Rules  for  conducting  his 
Enquiries  and  Obfervations.  The  Dey  s  Behaviour  was 
worfe  the  fecond  Time  ;  but  Mr.  Shovel  bore  it  with  Pa¬ 
tience,  and  made  Ufe  of  it  as  an  Excufe  for  flaying  fome 
time  longer  on  Shore.  When  he  returned,  lie  aflureo 
the  Admiral,  that  it  was  very  practicable  to  burn  the 
Ships  in  the  Harbour,  notwithftanding  their  Lines  and 
Forts  j  accordingly,  in  the  Night  of  the  4th  of  March, 
Lieutenant  Shovel,  with  all  the  Boats  in  the  Fleet,  filled 
with  ccmbuftible  Matter,  went  boldly  into  the  Harbour, 
and  as  ]  have  already  related  in  another  Place,  deflroy- 
ed  the  Enemy’s  Ships,  with  a  Degree  of  Succefs  fcarce 
to  be  conceived  ;  of  which.  Sir  John  Narborough ,  gave 
fo  honourable  an  Account,  in  all  his  Letters,  that  the 
next  Year  Mr.  Shovel  had  the  Command  given  him  of 
The  Sapphire,  a  fifth  Rate,  from  whence,  he  was  not 
long  after  removed  into  The  James  Galley ,  a  fourth 
Rate,  in  which  he  continued  to  the  Death  of  King 
Charles  II.  who  firfl  raifed,  and  had  always  a  great 
Kindnefs  for  him  b. 

There 


b  Complete  Hiilory  of  England  by  Eithop  Kennet,  vol.  iii. 
Burchet’s  Memoirs,  Columna  Roftrata,  and  Sir  John  Nar- 

borough’s 
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There  were  Reafons  which  engaged  King  James 
to  employ  Captain  Shovel,  though  he  was  a  Man  far 
enough  from  being  in  his  Favour  5  accordingly  he  was 
preferred  to  the  Command  of  The  Dover,  a  fourth  Rate 
up,  m  which  Situation  he  was,  when  the  Revolution 
oo,  lace.  This  was  very  fortunate  for  Captain  Shovel^ 
as  well  as  very  agreeable  to  his  way  of  thinking  ;  which, 
together  with  his  Adivity  in  the  Service  (for  he  was  in 
every  Engagement  almoil  that  happened,  during  that 
Reign)  made  him  very  confpicuous,  and  made  his  Rife 
m  the  Navy  as  quick  as  he  could  wifh.  He  was  in  the 
frit  Battle,  I  mean  that  of  Bantry-Bay,  in  The  Edgar , 
a  third  Rate,  and  gave  fuch  fignal  Marks  of  his  Courage 
and  Condud,  that  when  King  William  came  down  to 
Portfmouth,  he  was  pleafed,  on  the  Recommendation  of 
Admiral  Herbert,  who,  for  that  Adion  was  raided  to 
the  Dignity  of  Earl  of  Torrington ,  to  confer  upon  him, 
and  Captain  AJhby,  of  The  Defiance ,  the  Honour  of 
Knighthood.  This  was  foon  followed  by  further  Ser¬ 
vices,  as  they  were  by  additional  Rewards  j  for  Sir 
Qloudefley,  aftei  cruizing  in  the  Soundings,  and  on  the 
Coaft  of  Ireland,  during  the  Winter  of  the  Year  1 690, 
and  the  enfuing  Spring,  was,  in  the  Month  of  June , 
employed  in  convoying  King  William,  and  his  Army, 
into  Ireland-,  who  was  fo  highly  fatisfied  with  his  Di¬ 
ligence  and  Dexterity  (for  without  Queftion,  in  Matters 

of 


boiougn  s  Letter  to  Sir  Paul  Rycaut;  this  hardy  Enterprize  was 
«ot  or uy  highly  Eionourable  to  the  Reputation  of  the  Engiifh 
Arms  at  Sea,  but  of  infinite  Confequence  to  our  Commerce  j 
which  remained  from  this  Time  forward  fife  from  the  Infults 
Oi  tnele  barbarous  and  thievifh  Enemies,  who  were  now  con¬ 
vinced,  that  forts  and  Lines  were  no  Securities  againil  the 
Courage  of  Englilh  Seamen. 
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Of  this  Nature,  he  was  one  of  the  ableft  Commanders 
ever  put  to  Sea)  that  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed,  not 
only  to  appoint  him  Rear  -  Admiral  ol  1  he  Liue ,  but 
did  him  alfothe  Honour^  with  his  own  Hands  to  uelivcr 
him  his  Com  million c. 

After  performing  this  Service,  it  was  intended  he 
fhould  have  joined  the  grand  fleet  j  but  on  the  ioth  of 
July^  King  William  receiving  Information,  that  the  Ene¬ 
my  intended  to  fend  upwards  of  twenty  fmall  Frigates, 
the  biggelt  not  above  thirty -fix  Guns,  into  St.  George  $ 
Channel,  to  burn  the  Tranfport-Ships,  he  was  ordered 
to  cruize  oil*  of  Sally ,  or  in  fuch  a  Station  as  he  fhould 
judge  molt  proper  for  preventing  that  Defign ;  and  to 
fend  Frigates  to  ply  Fall  ward  and  Weft  ward,  to  gain 
Intelligence  of  the  Body  of  the  French  Fleet,  fo  that  he 
might  be  the  better  able  to  provide  for  his  own  Safety, 
And  they,  upon  meeting  with  Vice-Admiral  Killegreiu , 
in  his  Return  from  the  Streights ,  were  to  give  him  No¬ 
tice  of  all  Circumftances,  that  fo  he  might  like  wife  take 
Care  not  to  be  intercepted.  He  cruized  up  and  down 
in  the  aforefaid  Station,  till  the  2 iff  of  July ,  without 
meeting  any  thing  remarkable  ;  and  then  he  Dover 
and  Experiment  joined  him  from  the  Coall  of  Ireland, 
with  a  Ketch  that  came  out  of  Kinfale ,  on  Board  of 
which  was  Colonel  Racket,  Captain  John  Hamilton, 
Archibald  Cockburn,  Efq;  Anthony  Thompfon,  Efq;  Cap¬ 
tain  Thomas  Power ,  Mr.  William  Sutton,  and  fix  Ser¬ 
vants,  who  were  following  King  James  to  France ,  in 
order  to  their  accompanying  him  in  his  intended  Expe¬ 
dition 


c  Burchet,  Mr.  Pepys’s  Paper,  Life  of  King  William,  Me¬ 
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dmon  to  England.  They  gave  Sir  Cloudefey  an  Account, 
that  King  James  took  Shipping  at  Duncannen, ,  and  tail- ' 
ed  to  Kinfale ;  but  not  Haying  there  above  two  Hours, 
he  proceeded  to  Frame ,  with  two  Spanijh  Frigates,  that 
had  lain  for  that  Purpofe  a  confiderable  Time  ;  and  that 
he  earned  with  him,  the  Lord  Powis,  Sir  Roger  Strict- 
land^  and  Captain  Richard  Trevanion  d. 

.  He  faiIed  afterwards  to  Kinfale,  and,  as  I  have  fhewn 
m  the  former  Volume,  did  all  the  Service  that  could 
reafonably  have  been  expected  from  him,  in  regard  to 
what  was  preferibed  by  his  Orders,  and  yet  without  much 
Succefs.  But  an  Opportunity  offered  of  demonftrating 
his  Zeal  and  Affedtion  for  the  Service.  General  Kirke , 
with  a  handful  of  T roops,  w?as  before  the  ftrong  Town 
of  Waterford ,  which  he  could  not  take,  on  Account  of 
the  numerous  Garrifon  in  Duncannon  Cafle ,  command¬ 
ed  by  Geneial  Bourk ,  who  profefled  his  Refolution  to  • 
defend  both  Town  and  Fort,  as  long  as  one  Stone  re¬ 
mained  upon  another;  Sir  Cloudefey  rightly  guefied,  that 
a  good  Part  of  this  Bravery  proceeded  from  certain  In¬ 
telligence,  that  Mr.  Kirke  had  not  a  fingle  Piece  of  Can¬ 
non  ;  upon  which,  he  fent  him  Word,  that  he  was 
ready  to  affift  him  from  his  Squadron,  not  only  with 
Guns,  but  with  Boats  and  Men  ;  which  he  accordingly 
did,  and  then  General  Bourk  was  fo prudent,  as  to  fur- 
render  the  Place,  before  there  was  fo  much  as  one  Stone 
beat  from  another.  The  Remainder  of  the  Year  1691, 
was  fpent  for  the  moll  Part  in  cruizing,  till  he  was  or- 
deied  to  make  Part  of  Sir  George  Hooke’s  Squadron, 
Which  conveyed  the  King  to  Holland,  and  from  which 
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Service,  he  did  not  return  into  the  Downs  till  the  Month 
of  January  following.  It  was  his  Felicity,  that,  as  his 
Services  were  well  intended,  fo,  generally  fpeaking,  they 
were  well  received  ;  and,  if  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  any  "I  ime 
milled  of  Succefs,  nobody  ever  pretended  to  fix  Impu¬ 
tations  upon  his  Conduct ;  his  Courage,  and  his  Sin¬ 
cerity,  were  alike  unqueftionable  ;  and  though  this  was 
not  the  moll  credulous  Age,  yet  there  never  was  fuch 
an  Infidel  heard  of,  as  one  who  did  not  believe  Shovel  had 
both.  On  this  Account,  molt  People  were  very  well 
fatisfied,  when  the  King,  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year, 
and  juft  before  he  fet  out  for  Holland ,  declared  him  Rear- 
Admiral  of  the  Red  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  Commander 
of  the  Squadron  that  was  to  convoy  him  thither.  On 
his  return  from  thence,  he  joined  Admiral  Rufjcf  with 
the  Grand  Fleet,  and  had  a  great  Share  in  the  Glory  of 
the  famous  Victory  at  La  Hogue.  For  the  French , 
after  fome  Hours  engaging,  breaking  their  Line,  and 
Fourville  being  difcovered  to  tow  away  Northward, 
when  the  Weather  cleared  up,  the  Englijh  Admiral 
gave  the  Signal  for  chafing,  and  fent  Notice  to  all  Ships, 
that  the  Enemy  was  retiring.  At  the  fame  time,  feveral 
Broadfides  were  heard  to  the  Weft  ward,  and  though  the 
Ships  that  fired  could  not  be  feen,  it  was  concluded, 
they  were  the  Blue  Squadron,  that  by  a  (Lift  of  Wind, 
had  weathered  the  French ;  it  proved  however  to  be  the 
brave  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel ,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red,  who 
had,  with  wonderful  Pains  and  Diligence,  weathered 
their  Admiral’s  own  Squadron,  and  got  between  them 
and  their  Admiral  of  the  Blue  5  but  after  he  had  fired 
upon  the  French  for  fome  time,  "Tourville ,  as  well  as  the 
Paid  Admiral,  came  to  an  Anchor  with  fome  of  the 
VOL.  IV.  X  Ships 
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Ships  of  their  Divifion  ;  but  could  not  difcover  one  ano- 
ther  by  reafon  of  the  Thicknefs  of  the  Weather e. 

When  it  was  thought  requifite,  as  we  have  had 
Occafion  more  than  once  to  obferve,  that  the  Fleet 
fhould  be  put  under  the  Joint  Admirals,  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Year,  and  perhaps,  if  there  had  been  nothing 
moie  than  this  Joint  Commiffion,  we  might  well  enough 
Account  from  thence,  for  the  Misfortunes  that  happen¬ 
ed  in  our  Affairs  at  Sea,  during  the  Year  1693.  This, 
the  Intelligent  Reader  will  the  more  eafily  credit,  when 
he  is  put  in  mind,  that  thefe  Joint  Admirals  were  of 
different  Parties,  that  is  to  fay,  Killegrew  and  Delaval 
weie  declared  I  ories,  and  Shovel  a  determined  Whig. 
Yet,  as  they  were  ail  good  Seamen,  and  very  probably 
all  meant  their  Country  well,  though  they  did  not  agree 
in  the  manner  of  ferving  it ;  it  is  moff.  likely,  that,  up¬ 
on  mature  Confideration  of  the  Pofture  Things  were 
then  in,  the  Orders  they  had  received  from  Court,  and 
the  Condition  of  the  fleet,  which  was  not  either  half 
manned,  or  half  victualed,  the  Admirals  might  agree, 
that  a  cautious  Execution  of  the  Inftruftions  they  had 
received,  was  a  Method  as  fafe  for  the  Nation,  and  more 
fo  for  themfelves,  than  any  other  they  could  take. 

'I 'here  was,  therefore,  no  great  Reafon  for  that  Piece  of 


Dutch 


c  R  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention  here,  the  Care  taken  by 
Queen  Mary,  to  encourage  thofe  who  had  behaved  fo  well  in  this 
Engagement ;  for  fhe  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  Viftory, 
than  the  immediately  fent  down  30,000  1.  to  be  diftributed  a- 
mongtt  the  Soldiers  and  Seamen,  and  Gold  Medals  for  all  the 
Oincers.  Colonel  ffalhrgs,  who  was  killed  m  the  .Fight,  was 
buried  on  the  yth  of  June,  in  great  State,  the  Queen  lending 
her  Coaches,  and  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  two  hundred  mere  ; 
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Dutch  Wit  played  off  upon  this  Occafion,  in  a  Pidure, 
wherein  the  taking  of  the  Smyrna  Fleet  was  reprefented 
at  a  Diftance,  and  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  on  Board  his 
own  Ship,  with  his  Hands  tied  behind  him,  one  end  of 
the  Cord  being  held  by  each  of  his  Colleagues ;  to  in- 
finuate,  that  he  would  have  prevented  this  Misfortune, 
if  the  Admirals  Killegrew  and  Delaval ,  had  not  hindered 
him.  But,  when  the  Affair  came  to  be  enquired  into 
in  Parliament,  Sir  Cloudeflcy  Shovel ,  at  the  Bar  of  the 
Houfe,  defended  his  Colleagues,  as  well  as  himfelf,  and 
gave  fo  clear  and  plain  an  Account  of  the  Matter,  that 
it  fatisfied  every  body  who  were  capable  of  being  fatis¬ 
fied,  of  the  Innocence  of  the  Commanders,  I  mean  in 
Point  of  Treachery,  which  had  been  afierted  by  a  Vote 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  for  which,  if  there  was 
any  Foundation,  it  mult  have  lain  either  among  the 
inferior  People  at  the  Admiralty,  or  Secretary  of  States 
Office,  who  were  bribed  to  give  Intelligence  to  the 
French  f. 

The  Character  of  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  remaining 
abfolutely  unimpeached,  we  find  him  again  at  Sea,  in  the 
Year  1694,  in  the  Channel,  and  on  the  French  Coaft, 
where  he  had  the  Honour  to  command  as  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Red,  under  Lord  Berkley ,  Admiral  of  the  , 
Blue,  in  the  famous  Expedition  to  Camaret-Bay  ;  of 
which  l  have  already  given  fo  large  an  Account,  that  I 
think  it  altogether  needlefs  to  repeat  it  here;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  fnall  only  fay,  that  Sir  Cloudejley  diflinguifhed  him- 
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lelf  by  his  fpeedy  and  dextrous  Embarkation  of  the  Land* 
Forces,  when  they  failed  upon. that  unfortunate  Ex¬ 
pedition^  as  alfo,  when,  on  their  return  to  England ,  it 
was  thought  neceflary  to  fend  the  Fleet  again  upon  the 
Court  oi  Ft  ance ,  to  bombard  Diep ,  and  other  Places. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  Seafon,  the  Command  devolv¬ 
ed  upon  Sit  Cloudejley  Snovel,  by  Lord  Berkley’ s  going  to 
London ;  and  then  he  received  his  Majefty ’s  exprefs  Com¬ 
mands  to  undertake  the  Bombardment  of  Dunkirk-, 
which  he  attempted,  as  I  have  fhewn  in  the  Naval 
Hiftory  of  that  Year,  to  no  Purpofe,  through  the 
Fault  of  the  Engineer,  who  had  promifed  mere  than 
either  he,  or  any  ether  Man,  could  perform.  Sir  Cloudejley 
Shovel ,  however,  took  Care  to  demonftrate  from  his  Con- 
dudf,  that  there  was  no  Fault  lay  in  him;  for  he  went 
with  a  Boat,  within  the  Enemy’s  Works,  and  fo  became 
an  Eye-witnefs  of  the  Impoffibility  of  doing  what  his 
Orders  directed  ;  and,  therefore,  on  his  coming  Home, 
he  was  perfectly  well  received,  and  continued  to  be  em¬ 
ployed,  as  a  Man  who  would  command  Succefs,  where 
it  was  polfible,  and  omit  nothing  in  his  Power,  where  it 
was  not  fo.  He  had  his  Share  in  the  remaining  Part 
of  the  War ;  and,  after  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick,  was  al¬ 
ways  confulted  by  his  Majefty,  whenever  Maritime  Af¬ 
fairs  were  under  Conftderation  s. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  he 
was  not  much  in  Favour ;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  ' 
find  him  employed,  though  he  was  then  Admiral  of  the 
White,  in  any  Affair  of  Importance,  till  he  was  fent  to 

Vigo, 


s  Burchet’s  Naval  Memoirs,  the  third  Volume  of  this  Hif¬ 
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Vigo,  after  the  taking  that  Place  by  Sir  George  Rooke ,  to 
bring  Home  the  Spoils  of  the  Spanijh  and  French  Fleet. 
This  was  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1702,  and  he 
performed  all  that  was  expected  from  him,  witn  that 
Zeal  and  Expedition  which  he  fhewed  upon  all  Oc« 
cafions :  For,  arriving  at  Vigo  on  the  16th  of  October , 
he  got  all  Things  into  fuch  forwardnefs,  that  he  carried 
off  whatever  could  poflibly  be  brought  Home  ;  burnt  the 
reft,  and,  notwithftanding  the  ftormy  Seafon  of  the 
Year,  the  foulnefs  of  his  Ships,  and  his  being  embarraf- 
fed  with  Prizes,  arrived  fafely  in  the  Downs ,  on  the  7th 
of  November  3  which  was  confidered  as  fo  remarkable  a 
Service  by  the  Court,  that  it  was  immediately  refolved 
to  employ  him  in  Affairs  of  the  greateft  Confequence  foi 
the  future.  Accordingly,  he  commanded  the  grand 
Fleet  up  the  Str eights,  in  the  Year  1703,  where  he  did 
every  Thing  it  was  poffible  for  an  Admiral  to  do,  wftiofe 
Inftrudtions  were  very  large  3  and  who  yet  wanted  Foice 
to  accompliih  almoft  any  Part  of  thofe  InftruCtions,  It 
is  in  fuch  Conjunctures  as  thefe,  that  the  Skill  and  Ca¬ 
pacity  of  an  Admiral  chiefly  appear 3  and  in  this  Ex-* 
pedition,  Sir  Cloudejley  gave  as  great  Proofs  of  his  Cou¬ 
rage  and  Conduct,  as  any  Admiral  could  do  3  for  he  pro~ 
te&ed  our  Trade  from  all  Attempts  of  the  French  3  he 
did  what  was  poflible  to  be  done  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Proteftants,  then  in  Arms  in  the  Cevennes  3  he  counte¬ 
nanced  fuch  of  the  Italian  Powers,  as  were  inclined  to 
favour  the  Caufe  of  the  Allies  3  and  he  ftruck  fuch  a 
Terror  into  the  Friends  of  the  French,  that  they  durft 
not  perform  what  they  had  promifed  that  Court.  All 
this  he  did  with  a  Fleet  very  indifferently  manned,  and 
worfe  victualled  3  fo  that,  notwithftanding  the  Manage- 
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ment  of  our  Affairs  at  Sea  was  feverely  cenfured  that 
Year  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  yet  all  Parties  agreed, 
that  Sir  CloudeJIey  Shovel  had  done  his  Duty  in  every 

Refpedl,  and  deferved  the  high  Truft  and  Confidence 
that  had  been  repofed  in  him  h. 

Year  1704,  Sir  George  Rooke  commanded  the 
Grand  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ,  to  reinforce  which. 
Sir  CloudeJIey  Shovel  was  fent  with  a  powerful  Squadron  ; 

he  took  fuch  Care,  not  only  to  execute  his  Orders, 
out  to  diftingui/h  in  what  manner  they  ought  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  ; 


1  Lifhop  Burnet  gives  us  but  a  melancholiy  Account  of  this 
Expedition,  and  yet  he  very  honeftly  juftifies  the  Admiral’s 
Conuuct.  rl  his  Prelate’s  Account  of  the  Matter,  is  very  ftrone 
and  very  well  worth  the  Reader’s  Notice,  I  have  not  touch¬ 
ed  it  in  tne  former  Volume,  and,  therefore,  I  think  it  will 
r.ct  oe  amifs  to  iniert  it  here,  as  a  Proof  that  I  do  not  over¬ 
rate  the  Merit  of  the  great  Men,  whofe  Aftions  1  record. 

*  t  was  rclulvcd  to  feqd  a  Prong  Fleet  into  the  Mediterranean ; 

*vas  llear  Fnd  of  June,  before  they  were  ready 
\°  »  and  tney  bad  Orders  to  come  out  of  the  Straights 

by  the  End  of  September.  Every  Thing  was  fo  ill  laid  in 
4  !_bls  Expedition,  as  if  it  had  been  intended,  that  nothing 
mould  be  done  by  it,  belides  the  convoying  our  Mer- 
ll  chaht. Ships,  which  did  not  require  the  fourth  Part  of  fuch 
a  Force.  Shovel  was  fent  to  command  ;  when  he  favv  his 

*  In drudt  OfS,  ne  reprelented  to  the  Miniftry,  that  nothinp' 
couid  be  e  a  peeked  from  this  Voyage  :  Fie  was  ordered  to 
£°* * **  • ar*-^  lie  obeyed  b*s  Crders.  He  got  to  Leghorn  by  the 
Beginning  of  September.  His  Arrival  feemed  to  be  of  great 
Coniequence,  and  the  Allies  began  to  take  Courage  from  it ; 
but  they  were  foon  difappointed  of  their  Hopes,  when  they 
under  hood  that,  by  his  Orders,  he  could  only  hay  a  few 
Days  there.  Nor  was  it  eafy  to  imagine,  what  the  De- 
fign  of  fo  great  an  Expedition  could  be,  or  why  fo  much 
Money  was  tnrewn  away  on  fuch  a  Projedl  ;  which  made 
us  def piled  by  our  Enemies,  while  it  provoked  our  Friends, 
who  might  juft ly  think  they  could  not  depend  upon  fuch 
an  Ally,  wno  managed  fo  great  a  Force,  with  fo  poor  a 

**  Conduct,  as  neither  to  hurt  their  Enemies,  nor  orotedft  their 
u  Friends  by  it”.  4 
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cuted ;  that  by  joining  the  Fleet  in  the  midft  of  the 
Month  of  June ,  he  was  very  inftrumental  in  the  Succefs 
that  followed  ;  as  by  that  very  Adlion,  he  effectually 
difappointed  all  the  French  Schemes,  though  that  Couit 
had  boafted,  they  fliould  be  able  to  reftore  their  Maritime 
Power,  and  give  Law  to  the  Confederates  at  Sea,  that 
Summer.  He  took  his  Part  in  the  glorious  AClion  off 
Malaga  ;  in  which  he  behaved  with  the  utmoft  Biavcry* 
as  Bifhop  Burnet  very  jullly  obferves ;  and  yet,  he  had 
the  good  Luck  to  efcape  extremely  well  in  that  ACtion, 
though,  as  he  laid  himfelf  in  his  Letter,  he  never  took 
more  Pains  to  be  well  beat  in  his  Life  ;  but  he  was  very 
far  from  taking  to  himfelf,  what  fome  have  fince  endea¬ 


voured  to  confer  upon  him,  the  Glory  cf  beating  the 
French  Fleet,  while  Sir  George  Rooke  only  looked  on,  01 
fought  at  a  Diftance.  This  was  not  at  all  in  Sir  Clou - 
dejley’s  Nature,  he  would  no  more  be  guilty  of  an  Adi  of 
Injuftice  of  this  Sort,  than  he  would  have  been  patient  in 
bearing  it.  He  knew  very  well  his  owrn  Merit,  and  his 
Admirals;  and  he  did  Juffice  to  both,  in  the  Letter  he 
wrote  on  that  Occafion,  and  of  which,  the  Reader  may 
find  an  Extradl  in  our  former  Volume,  This  Battel 
was  fought  on  the  13th  of  Auguji ,  1704;  Sir  Cloudefley 
Shovel  and  Sir  John  Leake ,  led  the  Van  ;  Sir  Cloude^ey  s 


Divifion  confifted  of  nine  Ships,  The  Barjleur ,  Eaglt9 
Orford ,  AJJurance ,  TVarfpight ,  Swiftfure ,  Nottingham , 
Tilbury ,  and  The  Lenox  ;  in  which,  they  had  only  one 
Officer  killed,  viz.  the  firft  Lieutenant  of  The  Lenox y 
and  feven  wounded,  105  private  Men  killed,  and  303 
wounded.  After  this  Vidlory,  the  French  never  durffc 
think  of  fighting  our  Fleets ;  and  upon  Sir  Cloudefley 
Sbovefo  return*  he  w&s  prefented  to  the  Queen  by  Prince 

X  4  '  Gec/ge 9 
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IT as  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Englan'd’ and  met 

Y  h  a  Gracious  Reception  *  and  was  the  next 
ear  employed  as  Commander  in  Chief*. 

Sir  Ckudejkyh ad  no  Concern  in  the  Arts  made  ufe 
of  to  leifen  the  reputation  of  Sir  Georg,  Rooke., ,  in  order 
to  pave  the  way  for  laying  him  afide  5  but  after  this 
v.  s  ‘One,  and  it  became  neceflary  to  fend  both  a  Fleet 
nnd  Army  to  Spain  j  Sir  Cloudejley  thought  it  reafonable 
to  accept  the  Command  of  the  Fleet  jointly,  with  the 
arl  of  Peterborough  and  Monmouth  ;  and  according 

'  L{ ,/:on’  wnh  Fleet,  which  confifled  of 

twenty-nine  Line  of  Latte!  Ships,  in  the  Month  of 

June-,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  Month, 
iamd  from  thence  for  Catalonia ,  arriving  before  the  City 
of  Barcelona  on  the  12th  of  Augujl,  where  the  Siege  of 
the  Place  was  undertaken,  though  the  Englijh  Army  was 
veiy  little,  if  at  all,  fuperior  to  the  Garrifon  within  the 
Town.  There  certainly,  never  was  an  Admiral  in  a 

more 


I  /hall  be  ob.iged  to  touch  on  fome  Particulars  in  this 
•gagement,  when  I  come  to  the  Memoirs  of  Sir  George 

that  tit  may  ',0t  ^  r‘o  t0  °bferVe  here  «cidemally, 

that  at  me  Beginning  ot  the  Battel,  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel 

with  the  Van  of  the  Engli/h  Fleet,  had  narrowly  miffed  of 

Lemg  grounded  by  the  French;  but  that  Sir  GeLe  Rooke 

pei ceiving  their  Defign,  boie  down  immediately  to  his  Affift- 

fo  the  hue'  FWt  of1hC  **  CloudeflT  Shovel  returned 

in  tae  latter  Part  of  the  Engagement,  when  feverai  Ships  0f 

t  .e  Admiral  s  Divifion  being  forced  out  of  the  L;neF  for 

want  °f  Ammunition  Sir  Cioudeiley  very  gallantly  came’in  to 

ms  Aid,  and  drew  feverai  of  the  Enemy’s- Ships  from  our 

5:,™^  w“f>  a,!te(rvthA  had-feit  the  Force  of  feme  of  Sir 
.Cloudefley  Shovel  s  JDivjfion,  cud  not  think  it  fafe  to  advance 

along  l„s  Broadfide  ;  but,  being  dean  and  better  Sailors,  they 
ftt  their  Sprit  Sans,  and  witn  their  Boats  a-head,  towed  from 
him,  without  giving  him  the  Opportunity  of  exchanging  with 
him  fo  much  as  a  iingle  Broadfide. I * * *  5 


Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel ,  Knt.  313 

more  untoward  Situation  than  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  found 
himfelf  in  here.  The  Scheme  itfelf  appeared  very  im¬ 
practicable  3  the  Land-Officers  divided  in  their  Opinions ; 
the  Prince  of  HeJJe ,  upon  w  hom  King  Charles  prin¬ 
cipally  depended,  was  not  in  fpeaking  Terms  with  the 
Earl  of  Peterborough  3  all  Things  neceilary  for  the  Siege, 
were  in  a  manner  wanting,  and  all  Hopes  of  Supply  de¬ 
pended  on  Admiral  Shovel  3  who,  on  this  Occalion, 
gave  the  moil:  fignal  Proofs,  not  only  of  his  Vigilance, 
Dexterity,  and  Courage,  but  of  his  Conftancy,  Pa¬ 
tience,  and  Zeal  for  the  Public  Service.  He  furnifhed 
Guns  for  the  Batteries,  and  Men  to  ply  them  3  he  landed 
/or  the  Ufe  of  the  Army,  almoll  all  the  Military  Stores 

of  the  Fleet  3  he  not  only  gave  prudent  Advice  himfelf, 
in  all  Councils  of  War,  but  he  moderated  the  Heats 
and  Refentments  of  others  3  and,  in  fhort,  was  fo  ufeful, 
fo  ready,  and  fo  determined  in  the  Service,  and  took 
fuch  Care,  that  every  thing  hepromifed,  ihould  be  fully 
and  punctually  performed,  that  his  Prefence  and  Coun¬ 
cils,  in  a  manner,  forced  the  Land  -  Officers  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  Siege,  till  the  Place  w^as  taken,  to  the  Sur¬ 
prize  of  all  the  World  3  and,  perhaps,  mold:  of  all  to 
the  Surprize  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  taken  3  for,  if 
we  may  guefs  at  their  Sentiments,  by  what  they  declared 
under  their  Hands,  in  feveral  Councils  of  War,  they 
fcarce  believed  it  practicable  to  reduce  fo  ftrong  a  Place, 
with  fp  fmall  a  Force,  and  that  fo  ill  provided.  How 
great  a  Senfe  the  Queen  had  of  this  important  Service, 
and  how  much  fhe  was  perfuaded  it  would  contribute  to 
the  Advantage  of  the  Common  Caufe,  the  Reputation 
of  her  Arms  Abroad,  and  the  Satisfaction  of  her  Sub¬ 
jects  at  Home5  may  appear  from  her  going  exprefly  to 

Parliament 
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Parliament  upon  this  Occafion,  upon  the  27th  of  No¬ 
vember,  1705  ;  where,  being  feated  on  the  Throne, 
She  fent  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  purpofe  to 
communicate  to  them  the  News  of  this  important  Sue- 
cefs,  which  file  did  in  the  following  Speech,  that  deferres, 
for  its  Singularity,  as  well  as  for  its  Relation  to  the  Sub¬ 
ject  in  Hand,  a  Place  in  this  Hiltory  k. 

“  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

<c  Having  newly  received  Letters  from  the  King  of 
Spain ,  and  the  Earl  of  Peterborough ,  which  contain 
“  a  very  particular  Account  of  our  great  and  happy 
Succefles  in  Catalonia ,  and  fliewing  at  the  fame  time 
<c  the  reafonablenefs  of  their  being  immediately  fup- 
“  ported  5  I  look  upon  this,  to  be  a  Matter  of  fuch 
*c  Confequence  in  itfelf,  and  fo  agreeable  to  you,  that 
4 5  I  have  ordered  a  Copy  of  the  King  of  Spain’s  Letter 
to  my  felf,  and  a  Letter  from  the  Junta  of  the  Mill- 
cc  tary  Army  of  Catalonia ,  and  another  Letter  from  the 
City  of  Vich,  as  alfo,  an  Extradl  of  the  Earl  of 
45  Peterborough’s  Letter  to  me,  to  be  communicated  to 
44  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

“  I  recommend  the  Confideration  of  them  to  You, 

4 4  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  very  particu- 

44  lari y,  as  the  fpeedieft  Way  to  reltore  the  Monarchy 

45  of  Spain ,  to  the  Houfe  of  Aufria ;  and,  therefore, 

44  I  allure  my  felf,  you  will  enable  me  to  profecute  the 

44  Advantages 


k  Burchet,  Barnet,  Oldmixon,  Dr.  Freind's  Account  of  the 
Earl  of  Peterborough’s  Expedition,  Impartial  Enquiry  into  the 
Management  of  the  War  with  Spain,  Complete  Hjftory  oi 
Europe  for  the  Year  1705,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  &;c» 
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cc  Advantages  we  have  gained,  in  the  moft  effedtual 
cc  Manner,  and  to  improve  the  Opportunity  which 
«  God  Almighty  is  pleafed  to  afford  us,  of  putting  a 
“  profperous  End  to  the  prefent  War. 

c<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

“  I  muff  not  lofe  this  Occafion  of  defiring  You  to 
<c  give  as  much  Difpatch  to  the  Matters  before  You, 
u  as  the  Nature  of  them  allow,  that  fo  in  our  Prepara- 
cc  tions  for  next  Year,  you  may  be  early,  which  cannot 
tc  fail  of  being  great  Advantage  to  us  l’\ 

The  next  Year,  Sir  Cloudejley  again  commanded  the 
Fleet;  but  it  failed  very  late,  fo  as  not  to  reach  the 
River  of  Lificn  till  the  Month  of  November  ;  and,  even 
Y/hen  it  arrived  there,  the  Difputes  which  arofe  amongft 
the  Lords  of  King  Charles’s  Council,  and  his  Generals, 
with  the  Delays  of  the  Portugueze ,  who  were  far  from 
being  hearty  in  his  Caufe,  difappointed  all  the  great  De¬ 
ng  ns  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  the  Effects  that 
might  have  been  reafonably  expected  from  the  powerful 
Reinforcement  of  Troops  which  were  embarked  on 
Board  the  Grand  Fleet.  In  this  uneafy  Situation,  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel  did  all  that  could  be  expected  from  a 
wife  and  vigilant  Commander ;  for  he  not  only  clofely 
attended  to  the  proper  Duties  of  his  own  Charge,  but 
left  no  Method  untried  to  prevail  upon  the  Generals  and 
Favourites  of  King  Charles y  to  come  to  fuch  an  Agree¬ 
ment,  as  might  fecure  the  Advantages  already  obtained, 
and  effectually  fix  their  Matter,  who  was  then  at  Ma¬ 
drid  >  upon  the  Throne  of  Spain .  But,  though  the 

Care 
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Care  and  Concern  of  the  Admiral  had  very  little  Effect  on 
tiiis  Side,  yet,  his  Repretentations  in  Portugal ,  met  with 
greater  RegaiJ.  It  feems,  that  one  of  the  young  Prin¬ 
ces  of  the  Royal  Family,  who  was  of  a  very  wild 
Temper,  had  committed  fome  odd  Infults  on  the  Sea¬ 
men  as  they  came  a-Shore  from  the  Fleet  and  the  Forts, 
at  the  Entrance  of  the  River,  and  fired  upon  fome  of 
our  Aden  of  War ;  upon  which,  Sir  CloudeJIey  made  his 
Reprefentations  to  the  Miniftry  5  and  having  received  a 
very  diffatisfadory  Anfwer,  he  immediately  demanded  a 
Conference  with  a  Perfon  of  great  Diftindion,  who  was 
then  at  the  Head  of  their  Councils,  and  told  him 
plainly,  that  the  Seamen,  fo  long  as  he  bore  the  Eng - 
lijh  Flag,  fhould  maintain  the  ftrideft  Difcipline  while 
in  the  Harbour  of  Portugal ;  and,  therefore,  he  ex* 
peded  it  fhould  receive  thofe  Marks  of  Friendfhip  and 
Refped,  which  were  due  to  fo  great  a  Princefs  as  the 
Queen  his  Sovereign  ;  or,  in  cafe  of  any  failure,  he 
fhould  think  himfelf  obliged  to  do  his  Seamen,  and  the 
Honour  of  his  Country,  Right,  and  not  fufFer  the  Englijh 
P lag  to  be  infulted,  while  he  had  the  Honour  to  wear 
it.  This,  Sir  CloudeJIey  exprefled  in  fuch  a  Manner,  and 
feconded  his  Words  with  fo  brifk  a  Refentment,  when 
the  firft-ment'oned  Affront  was  next  repeated,  that  the 
Crown  of  Portugal  thought  fit  to  iffue  fuch  Orders  as 
he  defiled  ;  and  Things  wore  another  Face,  in  that  Part 
of  the  World,  ever  afterwards ;  which  was  entirelv  owe- 
ing  to  the  Courage  and  Condud  of  Sir  CloudeJIey ,  who 
knew. very  well  how  to  diflinguifh  between  the  Com- 
plaifance  due  to  an  Ally,  and  that  complying  Forbear¬ 
ance  which  is  unworthy  of  an  Englijh  Admiral  m. 

The 


,n  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  Com¬ 
plete  Hiitory  of  Europe  for  the  Year  1706,  &c. 
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The  beginning  of  the  Year  1707  wore  but  an  in¬ 
different  Afpedt  for  Sir  Cloudefley.  He  had  difpofed  all 
Things  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  he  might  be  able  to 
Aiccour  Meant 5  and  very  probably  had  fucceeded  there¬ 
in,  if  not  prevented,  when  the  Troops  were  on  the 
Point  of  Embarking,  by  an  Order  from  England .  This 
Order  was  obtained  by  the  preffing  Inftances  of  the 
Court  of  Portugal ,  which  reprefented  here,  that  the 
Forces  might  be  more  efledlually  employed  in  Con- 
jundlion  with  their  Army.  Orders  were  fent  to  this 
Purpofe,  and  a  Memorial  was  drawn  up,  containing 
the  Terms  upon  which  her  Britannic  Majelfy  would 
confent  to  the  Proportion  made  by  the  Pcrtugueze  Mi- 

nifter,  in  the  Name  and  on  the  Behalf  of  his  Mailer, 
But,  notwithstanding  this  Application,  the  Portuguese^ 
being  either  unwilling,  or  unable,  to  comply  with  thofe 
Demands,  it  was  refolved  in  a  Council  of  War,  to  re¬ 
fume  the  former  Projedl,  and  to  land  them  at  Meant  ; 
for  which.  Orders  foon  after  arrived  from  England  5  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  Refolution,  the  Confederate  Fleet  failed 
on  the  7th  of  January ,  with  the  Land-Forces  from 
Lifion  to  Alieant ,  where  thdy  arrived  on  the  28th  of  the 
fame  Month,  and  were  actually  landed.  But,  through 
the  Delays  the  Expedition  met  with  (an  Account  of 
which  we  have  formerly  given)  the  Troops,  which,  at 
their  failing  from  England ,  were  little,  if  any  thing, 
fhort  of  10,000  Men,  &ere  now  found  to  be  fcarce 
70005  and  Sir  Cloudefley ,  finding  that  his  Prefence  would 
be  of  little  Ufe  there,  and  that  the  Fleet  flood  in  need 
of  Repairs,  left  Meant  on  the  17th  of  February ,  and 
returned  to  Lifbon>  where  he  arrived  the  nth  of  Mar  eh 

following.  There  he  received  Orders  to  prepare  for 

*  ^  \ 
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the  Expedition  againft  Toulon ;  of  which,  we  have  al¬ 
ready  faid  much,  and  therefore,  fliall  be  the  more  con- 

cife  in  what  we  are  obliged  to  add  upon  that  Subjedt  - 
here  n. 

*T  he  Inftru&ions  which  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  receiv¬ 
ed  in  relation  to  this  Important  Affair,  which,  if  it  had 
fucceeded,  muft  have  put  an  End  to  the  War,  by  ob- 
liging  the  F)  ench  King  to  abandon  the  Support  of  his 
Grand fon  in  Spain 9  were  fent  him  to  Lijbon  ;  and,  in 
Obedience  to  them,  the  Admiral  made  fuch  Difpatch, 
that  on  the  10th  of  May,  he  failed  for  Alicante  where, 
having  joined  Sir  George  Byng ,  he  failed  for  the  Coaft 
of  Italy ,  and  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  of  June , 
came  to  an  Anchor  between  Nice  and  Antibes ;  where 
he  waited  the  Arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  and  Prince 
Eugene ,  who  adually  came  on  Board  the  29th  of  that 
Month,  and  were  entertained  by  Sir  Cloudejley  with  the 
utmoft  Magnificence.  The  Enemy  were  at  that  Time 
ftrongly  intrenched  on  the  River  Vsr,  and  had  extend¬ 
ed  their  Works  above  four  Miles  into  the  Country. 
Thefe  Entrenchments  were  defended  by  800  Horfe,  and 
hx  Batallions  of  Foot,  and  a  Reinforcement  w?as  daily 
expeded,  of  three  Battalions  more,  under  the  Command 
of  Lieutenant-General  Dillon ,  an  old  Irijh  Officer, 
from  whofe  Courage  and  Conduct  the  French  had  Rea- 
fon  to  expect  as  much  as  from  any  Man  in  their  Ser¬ 
vice  \  and  indeed,  if  he  had  arrived  in  thofe  Lines,  it  is 
very  doubtful,  whether  the  Confederates  could  have 

forced 
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forced  them.  But,  Sir  Cloudejley  having  obferved  to 
the  Duke,  that  Part  of  the  French  Lines  were  fo  near 
the  Sea,  that  it  was  in  his  Power  to  cannonade  them ; 
and  that  he  would  land  a  Body  of  Seamen  who  fhould 

attack  the  higheft  and  ftrpngeft  of  their  Intrenchments ; 

» 

his  Royal  Highnefs  confented  that  they  fhould  be  attack¬ 
ed  immediately.  Accordingly,  on  the  firft  of  July,  Sir 
Cloudejley  ordered  four  Englijh ,  and  one  Dutch  Man  of 
War,  to  enter  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Far,  where  they 
began  to  cannonade  the  French  Lines ;  foon  after  which, 
fix  hundred  Englijh  Seamen  landed  in  open  Boats,  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  Sir  John  Norris ,  who  was  quickly 
followed  by  the  Admiral ;  and  having  begun  the  Attack, 
the  Enemy  were  fo  terrified  with  fuch  an  unexpedted 
Salutation,  that  they  threw  down  their  Arms,  after  a 
fhort  Difpute,  and  abandoned  their  Works®. 

This  great  Pufh  made  by  the  EngliJ. ■?,  not  only  pro¬ 
cured  an  eafy  Paflage,  where  the  greateff  Refinance  was 
expe&ed,  but  totally  difconcerted  the  French  Schemes, 
fince  their  Troops  had  fcarce  quitted  thefe  Intrench¬ 
ments;  but  they  met,  in  their  Retreat,  Lieutenant-General 
Dillon,  at  the  Head  of  his  twelve  Battalions,  and  he 
was  fo  aflonifhed,  that  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  ‘  per- 
fuaded  to  abandon  the  Town  of  St.  Paul ,  and  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  Retreat.  On  the  14th,  a  Council  of  War  was 
held  on  Board  The  Admiral ,  in  which  it  was  refolved, 

to 


0  See  the  London-Gazette,  No.  4352,  wherein  there  is  an 
Account  of  this  Expedition,  by  Authority,  Complete  Hiftory 
of  Europe  for  the  Year  1707,  and  all  the  French  Writers, 
who  agree,  that  if  this  Pafs  had  not  been  forced  by  the  Englifh, 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  his  Army  could  never  have  proceed¬ 
ed  farther. 
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to  profecute  the  March  to  ' Toulon>  which  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  promifed  to  reach  in  fix  Days.  It  appears  from 
this  Account,  that,  , whatever  there  was  of  Zeal  and 
Spirit  in  the  Condudl  of  this  Affair,  it  proceeded  from 
the  Diligence  and  Activity  of  Sir  Cloudejley.  He  propofed 
forcing  the  1  affige  of  the  Ear ,  and  executed  it  \  he  in¬ 
duce^*  his  Royal  Highnefs  of  Savoy  to  puriue  his  March 
immediately ;  ana,  as  joon  as  that  Refolution  was  ta¬ 
ken,  the  Admiral  failed  with  his  Fleet  for  the  Ihandsof 
Hie}  leaving  ten  or  twelve  Frigates  to  interrupt  the 
Enemies  Correfpondence  with  Italy .  fFhe  Story,  there¬ 
fore,  that  is  told  of  Sir  Cloudejley’ §  detaining  a  Sum  of 
Money,  mull  be  without  Foundation:'  For,  before  the 
Attack,  his  Royal  Highnefs  muft  have  been  perfectly 
fatisfied,  otherwile  he  would  not  have  undertaken  it ;  and 
he  marched  as  foon  as  Prince  Eugene  joined  him,  with 
the  Remainder  of  the  Forces,  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  fee¬ 
ing  no  more  of  him  till  he  reached  Toulon  p.  But,  in- 

Head 


p  I  have  in  the  former  Volume,  given  fome  Account  of 
the  real  and  pretended  Reafons  for  the  Mifcarriage  of  this 
Expedition  ;  and  I  there  lay  the  greatell  Weight  on  the  Body 
of  Forces  fent  by  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  to  conquer  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Naples ;  which  Expedition,  hrft  delayed,  and  then 
weakned  the  Attempt  upon  Toulon  ;  but,  I  had  not  at  that 
Time  feen  a  valuable  Letter  of  her  Majetfy  Queen  Anne  to 
the  Emperor,  upon  this  Subjedt ;  which,  as  it  was  never  pub- 
liflied,  as  it  was  written  with  her  own  Hand,  and  contains 
Matter  of  an  extraordinary  Nature,  ]  thought  it  might  not 
be  amifs  to  infert  here,  rather  than  conceal  it  from  the 
Reader.  This  Letter  was  to  felicitate  the  Emperor  on  the 
Succefs  of  his  Arms  in  Naples. 

“  Sir,  my  Brother, 

sf  I  rejoice  with  all  my  Heart,  with  your  Imperial  Majefy, 
e*  on  the  Reduction  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  to  the  Obe- 

“  dience 
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ftead  of  fix ,  his  Royal  Highnefs  made  it  full  twelve 
Days  before  he  incommoded  the  Place ;  and  then  never 
pretended  to  lay  any  Blame  upon  Sir  CloudeJIey ,  but  threw 
it  on  Prince  Eugene ,  who  commanded  the  Emperor’s 
Forces,  and  who  had  Orders  not  to  expofe  them.  It 
is  true,  that  when  Sir  CloudeJIey  went  firit  to  compli¬ 
ment  the  Duke  upon  his  fafe  Arrival,  and  to  receive  his 
Commands  about  landing  Artillery  and  Ammunition, 
his  Royal  Highnefs  told  him,  he  was  glad  to  fee  him  at 
laft,  for  the  Maritime  Powers  had  made  him  wait  a  long 
while;  to  which,  when  Sir  CloudeJIey  anfwered,  that  he 
had  not  waited  a  Moment,  fince  it  was  in  his  Power  to 
wait  upon  his  Royal  Highnefs ;  he  replied  fmiiing,  I 
did  not  fay  You,  but  the  Maritime  Powers  had  made 
me  wait :  for  this  Expedition  I  concerted  fo  long  ago 
as  1693 ;  and  fourteen  Years  is  a  long  Time  to  wait.  Sir 
CloudeJIey  q. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  The 


4‘  dience  of  the  Catholic  King,  of  which  he  has  given  me 
“  an  Account  by  his  Letter  of  the  30th  of  Auguft  laft,  and 
I  hope,  that  by  a  joint  Purfuit,  for  the  Time  to  come,  of 
whatever  {hall  be  advantagious  to  the  Common  Caufe,  this 
«  Succefs  will  be  followed  by  another,  equally  glorious  and  im- 
“  portant  to  the  Houle  of  Auftria,  in  putting  my  Brother, 
«  the  Catholic  King,  in  Pofteflion  of  the  Spanifh  Monarchy, 
“  by  the  powerful  Succours  that  your  Imperial  Majelty  will, 
“  after  this  happy  Event,  be  able  to  furnifti  him ;  to  whom, 
“  I  wifh  all  kind  of  Profperity,  and  to  your  Imperial  Majcfty, 
“  a  continual  Series  of  good  Fortune,  This  will  give  me  ex- 
“  tream  Pleafure,  as  being, 


“  Your  Imperial  Majefty’s, 


«  Kenftngten, 
44  Sept.  29, 
11  1707. 


“  Moft  AfFe&ionate  Sifter, 

“  A  N  N  E  R” 


4 Mercure  Hiftorique,  1707,  vol.  if  p. 
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The  Admiral  ordered  immediately  a  hundred  Can¬ 
non  to  be  landed  from  the  Fleet,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Batteries,  with  two  hundred  Rounds  of  Powder  and 
Shot,  and  a  confiderable  Number  of  Seamen  to  ferve  as 
Gunners ;  neither  was  he  wanting  in  any  Thing  that 
was  defired  from  him,  during  the  whole  Affair;  but' 
rather  exceeded  what  the  Duke  and  Prince  Eugene  could 
reafonably  expedt,  as  well  with  regard  to  his  perfonal  At¬ 
tendance,  as  to  the  Service  of  the  Fleet.  Befides  there  was 
not  any  Misfortune  on  this  Side,  but  it  fell  amongft  the 
Land- 1  roops  altogether,  who  were  beat  from  their  Potts 
with  very  great  Lofs,  on  the  15th  of  Augujl,  N.  S. 
On  the  16th,  the  Fleet  began  to  cannonade  the  Town, 
and  throw  Bombs  in  the  Night,  which  was  continued 
till  fuch  Time  the  Siege  was  raifed,  and  which  obliged 
the  Ft  ench  to  nnk  their  capital  Ships,  a  Diftrefs  that  more 
than  countervailed  the  whole  Expence  of  this  Service, 
great  as  it  was.  As  the  Duke  of  Savoy  never  would 
have  undertaken  this  Affair  without  the  Affiftance  of 
the  Fleet,  commanded  by  Sir  Cloudejley  ;  as  he  did  no¬ 
thing,  when  before  Toulon v  but  by  the  Aid  of  the  Fleet, 
h  om  whence  he  had  all  his  Military  Stores,  fo  he  could 
not  poffibly  have  made  a  fafe  Retreat,  if  it  had  not  been 
covered  by  the  Confederate  Fleet,  which  attended  them 
again  to  the  Var,  There  fome  new  Difputes  happened, 
in  which  Sir  Cloudejley  had  little  or  no  Concern.  Her 
Britannic  Maje fly’s  Minifter  laboured  to  perfuade  Prince 
Eugene  to  take  upon  him  the  Command  of  the  Troops 
in  Spain,  in  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  likewife  concurr¬ 
ed  ;  and  Sir  Cloudejley  offered  to  tranfport  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  with  a  Body  of  I  roops  under  his  Command,  to 
Spain ;  but  this  Propofition  being  rejefled,  his  Excellency 

bore 
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bore  away  for  the  freights ;  and  foon  after,  refolved  to 
return  Home,  which  was  the  laft  Acl  of  his  Life  . 

He  left  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes  at  Gibraltar ,  with  nine 
Ships  of  the  Line  ;  three  Fifth  Rates,  and  one  of  the 
Sixth,  for  the  Security  of  the  Coafts  of  Italy  >  and  then 
proceeded  with  the  Remainder  of  the  Fleet,  confining 
of  ten  Ships  of  the  Line,  five  Frigates,  four  hire-fhips, 
a  Sloop,  and  a  Yatcht  for  'England.  On  the  22 d  of 
October ,  he  came  into  the  Soundings,  and  in  the  Morning, 
had  ninety  Fathom  Water.  About  Noon  he  lay  by  ; 
but,  at  fix  in  the  Evening,  he  made  bail  again,  and  flood 
away  under  his  Courfes,  believing,  as  it  is  prefumed, 
that  he  law  the  Light  on  Scilly.  Soon  after  which,  fe- 
veral  Ships  of  his  Fleet  made  the  Signal  of  Diflrefs,  as 
he  himfelf  did;  and  it  was  with  much  Difficulty,  that 
Sir  George  Byng ,  in  The  Royal  Ann ,  faved  himfelf,  ha¬ 
ving  one  of  the  Rocks  under  her  main  Chains.  Sir  joijn 
Norris ,  and  Lord  Durjley ,  alfo  ran  very  great  Rifks ; 
and,  as  we  have  fhewn  elfewhere,  feveral  Ships  befides 
the  Admiral’s,  perifhed  there  with  him,  on  Board  The 
AJociation ,  his  Sons-in-Law,  Sir  John  Narborough ,  and 
James  his  Brother,  Mr.  Trelawney ,  eldeft  Son  to  the 
Bifhop  of  JVinchefter ,  and  feveral  other  young  Gentle¬ 
men  of  Quality.  There  is  no  faying  how  this  Ac¬ 
cident  happened,  or  to  whofe  Fault  it  was  owing,  though 
a  Report  prevailed  immediately  after  it  happened,  that  a 
great  Part  of  the  Crew  had  got  drunk  for  Joy,  that 
they  were  within  Sight  of  Land.  Sir  Cloudejley’ s  Body 
was  thrown  a-Shore  the  next  Day  upon  the  Ifland  of 
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Sally,  where  fome  Fifhermen  took  him  up,  and  having 
taken  a  valuable  Emerald  Ring  from  his  Finger,  (tripped 
and  buried  him.  This  Ring  being  (hewn  about,  made 
a  great  Noife  all  over  the  Ifland,  and  coming  to  the 
Ears  of  Mr.  Paxton ,  who  was  Purfer  of  The  Arundel! , 
he  found  out  the  Fellows,  declared  the  Ring  to  be  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel’s ,  and  obliged  them  to  difcover  where 
they  had  buried  the  Body  3  which  he  took  up,  and  car¬ 
ried  on  board  his  own  Ship,  in  which  it  was  tranfported 
to  Portfmouth ,  convey’d  from  thence  by  Land  to  London , 
and  buried  from  his  Houfe  in  Soho-Square ,  in  Wejhninjler - 
Abbey,  with  great  Solemnity 3  where  a  fine  Monument 
of  white  Marble  was  afterwards  ere&ed  by  the  Queen’s 
Diie£tion,  in  order  to  do  Plonour  to  the  Memory  of  fo 
great  a  Man,  and  fo  worthy  a  SubjeCt s. 

Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel,  at  the  Time  of  his  Death;  was 
Rear-Admiral  of  England,  Admiral  of  the  White,  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  her  Majelty’s  Fleet,  one  of 
the  Council  to  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  as  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  England,  Elder-Brother  of  Trinity-Houfe, 
and  one  of  the  Governors  of  Greenwich  Elofpital 3  in  all 
which  Stations,  he  difcharged  his  Trull  with  the  great- 
eft  Honour  and  Integrity  3  and  as,  in  his  Public  Cha¬ 
racter,  he  was  an  accomplilhed  Sea-Officer,  one  who 
had  always  the  Glory  of  his  Queen,  and  the  good  of 
his  Country  at  Heart  3  fo  in  all  Circumftances  of  private 
Life,  as  an  Hulband,  Parent,  Mailer  of  his  Family,  he 
conduded  himfelf  with  fuch  Prudence,  Wifdom,  and 
Tendernefs,  that  few  Men  lived  more  beloved,  or  died 

mere 
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more  lamented.  Her  Majefty  exprefled  a  very  particu¬ 
lar  Concern  for  his  Lofs,  and  was  pleafed  to  tell  Sir 
John  Leake ,  when  fhe  made  him  Rear-Admiral  of  Eng¬ 
land^  that  fhe  knew  no  Man  fo  fit  to  repair  the  Lofs  of 
the  ableft  Seamen  in  her  Service  r. 

Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  married  the  Widow  of  his  Friend 
and  Patron  Sir  John  N arbor ough,  by  whom  he  left  two 
Daughters,  Coheirefles  ;  the  eldeft  of  which  married 
Lord  Romney ;  and  the  other  Sir  Narborough  d’  Aethy 
Baronet.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add  to  thefe  Me¬ 
moirs,  his  Monumental  Infcription  in  JVeJlminJler- Abbey ; 
fince  it  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind,  and  ftands  there  as  a 
perpetual  Memorial  of  the  Services  he  rendered  his  Coun¬ 
try,  and  of  the  grateful  Senfe  retained  of  them  by  the 
Glorious  Princefs,  by  whom  he  was  employed,  and  un¬ 
der  whofe  aufpicious  Condudl,  the  Arms  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain^  by  Sea  and  Land,  were  ever  Vidtorious.  Thus 
it  runs u. 

“  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  Knt.  Rear-Admiral  of  Great 

cc  Britain :  Admiral,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
♦  — 

«  Fleet ;  the  juft  Rewards  of  his  long  and  faithful  Ser- 
“  vices :  He  was  defervedly  beloved  of  his  Country, 
«  and  efteemed,  though  dreaded,  by  the  Enemy  ;  who 
cc  had  often  experienced  his  Condudl  and  Courage.  Be- 
<c  ing  Shipwreckt  on  the  Rocks  of  Scilly,  in  his  Voy- 
age  from  Toulon ,  the  22d  of  Oftober,  1707,  at  Night, 
“  in  the  57  th  Year  of  his  Age. 

Y  3  v  “  His 
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His  Fate  was  lamented  by  all ;  but  efpecially  the 
Sea-faring  Part  of  the  Nation,  to  whom, he  was  a 
worthy  Example.  His  Body  was  flung  on  the  Shoar, 
ana  uU1^  with  others  in  the  Sands;  but  being  foon 
after  taken  up,  was  placed  under  this  Monument ; 
which  his  Royal  Miflrefs  has  caufed  to  be  erected,  to 
c  commemorate  his  Heady  Loyalty,  and  extraordinary 
c‘  Virtues.” 

Memoirs  of  Sir  GEORGE  ROOKE, 

.  Knt .  Vice-Admiral \  and  Lieutenant  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  of  England,  and  Lieutenant  of  the  Fleets 
and  Seas  of  this  Kingdom ,  one  of  Her  Majefly's 
mofi  Honourable  Privy  Council ,  &c. 

IT  is  a  Thing  we  may  reafonably  exped,  and  it  is 
generally  found  true,  from  Experience,  that  fuch 
Perlons  as  rife  into  conflderable  Employments,  by  dint 
of  Merit,  and  are  withal  of  an  Honourable  Defcent,  as 
they  enjoy  their  Fortunes  with  lefs  Envy,  fo  they  are, 
generally  fpeaking,  more  attached  to  the  Government 
and  Conflitution  of  their  Country,  than  thofe  who,  by 
a  hafty  Rife  from  a  low  beginning,  have  fmall  Con¬ 
cern  for  thofe  EHablifhments  from  which  they  derive  no 
Honour ;  and  are,  therefore,  more  prone  to  Changes, 
and  Revolutions,  in  which,  Men  of  adive  Parts  mult 
be  always  conflderable.  This  Truth,  was  never  more 
manifeft,  than  in  the  Condud  of  the  illuftrious 
Perfon  of  whom  we  are  now  to  fpeak,  A  Man,  who, 
to  Piereditary  Honours,  added  Reputation  founded  on 
perfonal  Merit,  and  who  repaid  the  Credit  derived  to 

him 
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him  from  his  Anceftors,  by  the  Glory  refleding  from 
his  Adions.  Yet,  fo  modeft  withal,  that  he  coveted 
Titles  as  little  as  Wealth  ;  and  after  a  Life  fpent  in 
noble  Atchievements,  went  to  his  Grave  with  a  mode¬ 
rate  Fortune,  though  he  had  long  enjoy’d  fuch  Employ¬ 
ments  as  enabled  others  to  raife  Princely  Eftates. 

He  was  the  Son  of  Sir  William  Roole ,  Knt.  of  an 
antient  and  honourable  Family  in  the  County  of  Kent ; 
was  born  in  the  Year  1650  :  His  Father  gave  him  the 
Education  becoming  a  Gentleman,  in  which,  by  the 
Quicknefs  of  his  Parts,  and  the  Solidity  of  his  Judg¬ 
ment,  he  made  an  extraordinary  Progrefs,  infomuch, 
rhat  his  Father  had  great  Hopes,  that  he  would  havedif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  in  an  honourable  Profefiion,  for  which 
he  was  intended.  But,  as  it  frequently  happens,  that 
Genius  gives  a  Bias  too  ftrong  for  the  Views  even  of  a 
Parent  to  conquer,  fo  Sir  William  Rooke ,  after  a  fruitlefs 
Struggle  with  his  Son  George’s  Bent  to  Naval  Employ¬ 
ment,  at  laft  gave  Way  to  his  Inclinations,  and  fuffered 
him  to  make  a  Campaign  at  Sea.  His  firft  Station  in 
the  Navy,  was  that  of  a  Reformade,  in  which  he  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  undaunted  Courage,  and  In¬ 
defatigable  Application.  This  quickly  acquired  him  the 
Poll  of  a  Lieutenant,  from  whence  he  rofe  to  that  of  a 
Captain,  before  he  was  thirty  ;  a  Thing  in  thofe  Days 
thought  extraordinary,  when  no  Man,  let  his  Quality 
be  what  it  would,  was  raifed  to  that  Station,  before  he 
had  given  ample  Teftimonies  of  his  being  able  to  fill  it 
with  Honour.  Thefe  Preferments  he  enjoyed  under  the 
Reign  of  Charles  II.  and  under  that  of  his  Succefior, 
King  James ,  he  was  raifed  to  the  Command  of  The 
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Deptford,  a  Fourth  Rate  Man  of  War.  in  which  Port 
the  Revolution  found  him  a. 

.  A,DMIBAl  Herbert  ^iftinguifhed  him  early  by  Tend¬ 
ing  him,  in  the  Year  ,689,  as  Commodore,  with  a 
Squadron  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland.  In  this  Station,  he 

eartl  y  concurred  Wlth  Major  General  Kirke  in  the 
Relief  of  Londonderry ,  aftifting  in  Perfon  in  taking  the 
Jfland  in  the  Lake ,  which  opened  a  PaiTagefor  the  Re- 
hcf  of  the  Town.  Soon  after,  he  was  employed  'in 
convoying  the  Duke  of  Schomberg’ s  Army,  and  landed 
them  fare  near  Carrickfergus ,  facilitated  the  Siege  of  that 
Place,  and  after  it  was  taken,  failed  with  his  Squadron 
along  the  Coaft  ;  where  he  firft  looked  into  the  Harbour 
or  Dublin ,  manned  all  his  Boats,  and  infulted  the  Place 
where  King  James  was  in  Perfon  ;  and  in  the  Night  of 
the  1 8th  of  September ,  he  formed  a  Defign  of  burning 
all  the  Veflels  in  the  Harbour ;  which  he  would  have 
certainly  executed,  if  the  Wind  had  not  fluffed,  fo  as' 
to  drive  him  out  to  Sea.  From  thence,  he  failed  to 
Cork,  into  which  Haven  he  likewife  looked,  though  in 
the  Apprehenfion  of  the  People  of  Ireland,  it  was  the  beft 
fortified  Port  in  the  Iiland ;  but  Sir  George  foon  con¬ 
vinced  them  of  the  contrary ;  for,  notwithftanding  all 
the  File  from  their  Batteries,  he  entered,  and  took  Pof- 
feflion  of  the  great  Iiland ;  and  might  have  done  more, 
but  that  his  Ships  were  fo  foul,  they  could  force  fwim  • 
and  his  Provifions  grown  fo  ihort,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  repair  to  the  Downs ,  where  he  arrived  in  the  middle 

of 


a  Life  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  Memoirs  of  Sir  George  Rooke 
MS.  Monumejitai  Infcripcion  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of 
Canterbury,  Complete  Hiilory  of  Europe  tor  the  Year  .-»oo 
Life  of  Queen  Anne. 


Sir  GEORGE  ROOKE,  Knt.  329 

of  OBober,  having  acquired  great  Reputation  by  his  Ac¬ 
tivity  and  good  Service.  In  the  beginning  of  the  Year 
1690,  he  was,  upon  the  Recommendation  of  the  Earl 
■  of  Torrington,  appointed  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red  j 
and  in  that  Station,  ferved  in  the  Fight  off  Beachy- 
Head,  which  happened  on  the  30th  of  June,  the  fame 
Year ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  Misfortune  of  our  Arms, 
which  was  indifputably  the  greateft  we  ever  met  with  at 
Sea,  Mr.  Rooke  was  allowed  to  have  done  his  Duty 
with  much  Refolution ;  and  therefore  the  Lords  and 
others,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Conduct  of  that 
Affair,  had  Orders  to  examine  him  and  Sir  John  AJhby, 
who,  in  their  Account,  juftified  their  Admiral,  and  fhew- 
ed,  that  the  Misfortune  happened  by  their  being  obliged 
to  fight  under  vafl:  Difadvantages b. 

It  was  believed  by  many,  that  this  would  have  been 
a  Barr  to  his  Preferment ;  but  it  proved  otherwife,  and 
he  was,  immediately  after,  appointed  to  command  the 
Squadron  that  convoyed  the  King  to  Holland-,  and  after¬ 
wards  joined  the  grand  Fleet,  under  the  Command  of 
Mr.  Rujfel,  who  was  then  Admiral  of  the  Red  Squa¬ 
dron,  and  Commander  in  Chief ;  but  that  Year  being 
fpent  without  Action,  the  French  declining  it,  and  the 
Admiral  being  too  wife  a  Man  to  rilk  the  Fate  of  his 
Predeceffor,  by  any  ralh  Attempt,  Rear-Admiral  Rooke 
had  no  Opportunity  of  diftinguilhing  himfelf  further, 
than  by  exactly  obeying  Orders,  and  protecting  our 
Trade  ;  which  he  did  very  effectually.  In  the  Spring 
of  the  fucceeding  Year,  he  again  convoyed  King 

William 


b  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Life  of  Sir  George  Rooke, 
and  his  own  Account  of  the  Fight  off  Beachy  -  Head,  in 
Quarto. 
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Wiliam  to  Holland ,  and  was  then,  or  very  fo on  after 

:°  “  0f  Vice‘Admi-'  of  the  Blue,  in 
wh,ch  Station  he  ferved  in  the  famous  Battel  of  La 

Hogue,  on  the  22d  of  May,  x692,  in  which,  he  behaved 

™  3nd  C°ndudt’  35  ^  Relation  pub- 

hlhed  by  Admiral  RuJJel,  fully  fhews ;  and  it  was  owing 

to  his  vigorous  Behaviour,  that  the  ialt  Stroke  was  given 
on  that  important  Day,  which  threw  the  French  entirely 
into  Confufion,  and  forced  them  to  run  fuch  hazards, 
m  order  to  flicker  themfelves  from  their  victorious  Ene¬ 
mies.  But,  the  next  Day,  which  was  Monday  the  2id  of 

®  glo-ioui  i  for  Vice-Admiral 

°rders  ,0  8°  H,e„,  a„d  b„,n  tIle  Em. 

my  s  Ships  as  they  lay.  There  were  thirteen  large  Aden 
of  War,  which  had  crouded  as  far  up  as  poffible;  and  the 
Tranfports,  Tenders,  and  Ships  with  Ammunition 
were  difpofed  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  was  thought  im- 
poffible  to  burn  them.  Befides  all  this,  the  French 
Camp  was  in  Sight,  with  all  the  French  and  Irijh  Troops 
that  were  to  have  been  employed  in  the  Invafion,  and 
feveral  Batteries  upon  the  Coafl,  well  provided  with 
heavy  Artillery.  The  Vice-Admiral,  however,  made 
the  neceflary  Preparations  for  obeying  his  Orders,  not-' 
withftanding  he  law  the  Difpofition  made  on  Shore  for 
his  Reception  ;  but  when  he  came  to  make  the  Attempt, 
he  found  it  impoflible  to  carry  in  the  Ships  of  his  Scua- 
dron  ;  yet,  even  this  did  not  difcourage  him.  He  order¬ 
ed  his  light  i  ngates  to  ply  in  clofe  to  the  Shore  ;  and 
having  manned  out  all  his  Boats,  went  himfelf  to*  give 
Directions  for  the  Attack,  burned  that  very  Night  fix 
three-deck  Ships ;  and  the  next  Day,  being  the  24th,  he 
0:i.ru  ux  more,  from  76  to  60  Guns,  and  over-fetand 

deftroved 

jt 
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deftroyed  the  thirteenth,  which  was  a  Ship  of  56  Guns, 
together  with  moft  of  the  Tranfports  and  Ammunition 
Vefiels  •  and  this,  under  the  Fire  of  all  thofe  Batteries 
I  have  before-mentioned,  in  Sight  of  the  French  and  Irijb 
Troops ;  and  yet,  through  the  wife  Conduct  of  their 
Commander,  this  bold  Aftion  coft  the  Lives  of  no  more 
than  ten  Men.  In  order  to  have  a  diftindt  Conception 
of  the  Merit  of  this  Aftion,  we  need  only  call  opr  . 
Eyes  on  the  Letter  written  to  their  High  Mightinelles 
the  Stated-General,  by  their  Admiral  Allemonde,  who 
was  prefent,  and  who  penned  this  Letter  on  the  24th, 
before  Vice-Admiral  Rooke  went  the  very  lalt  Time  into 
la  Hogue,  to  burn  the  remaining  Ships  and  Tranfports. 

It  is  but  natural  to  believe,  the  Admiral  gave  the  beft  Ac¬ 
count  in  his  Power,  to  his  Matters ;  and  we  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  he  meant  to  flatter  the  Englijh  Officer,  fince  it  does 
not  appear  from  his  Letter,  that  he  fo  much  as  knew  _ 
who  he  was ;  thefe  Circumftances  therefore  confidered, 
his  Epiftle  may  be  juftly  looked  upon,  as  the  moft  au¬ 
thentic  Teftimony  that  can  be  offered  on  this  Subjedt c- 

It 


4 

C  This  Letter  of  Admiral  Allemonde,  was  dated  from  on 
Board  The  Prince,  near  Cape  Barfleur,  1692,  in  which 

Letter,  be  fays,  ^  .  T  1 

«  i  came  to  an  Anchor  under  this  Cape,  where  1  have 

«  been  fince  Yefterday  in  the  Afternoon,  with  your  High 
“  Mightineffes  Squadron,  and  that  of  Sir  John  Afhby,  Ad- 
“  miral  of  the  Englifh  Blue  Squadron,  and  foine  other  Ships 
*(  of  their  Britannic  Majefties.  At  which  Time,  being  inform- 
“  ed  by  the  Captain  of  a  French  Fire-Ship,  who  was  taken 
Prifoner,  that  about  twelve  of  the  Ships  that  had  fought  a- 

*(  gainft  your  High  Mightineffes  Squadron,  and  to  which  we 
had  given  Chace,  were  got  in  among  the  Rocks,  I  prepared 

f* *  to  20  and  deflroy  them.  But,  as  I  was  ready  to  put  my  De- 

“  fign 
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t  was  extremely  happy  for  Mr.  Rode,  that  he  ferv- 

fnnn  rV^  W°UM  n0t  take  his  ^matiom 

Conduft  h  f  e,nqU'red  PartiCUl3rIy  im°  evei?  Man’s 
Conduft  before  he  punifted  or  rewarded.  The  Be- 

haviour  of  the  Vice-Admiral  at  La  Hogue,  appeared  to 

him  fo  great,  and  fo  worthy  of  public  Notice,  that  ha- 

vmg  no  Opportunity  at  that  Time  of  promoting  him 

ta  «.M  a  Penfion  of  a  TWapd  per  A„„„m  i  h™’ 

for  Life.  In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  hisMajefly  thought 

fit  to  go  to  Portfmouth,  as  King  CWr  II.  had  fome- 

times^done,  to  view  the  Fleet;  and  going  on  Board  Mr. 

Rookes  Ship,  then  in  the  Harbour,  dined  with  him,  and 
en  conferred  on  him  the  Honour  cf  Knighthood,  ha¬ 
ving  a  little  before,  made  a  grand  Naval  Promotion, 
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he  as  srar  <» =* 

whether  .hofe  F,ip„  „  Fi,t.'nlps  '„e,e™pk»rf°",  „7 
All  that  I  can  allure  your  High  Miehtinefles  is  ‘  that-  thl 
ame  Day  they  took  a  Refolution  to  deftroy  thofe  twelve 
&  thef  burnt  fix  of  the  biggeft,  being  Ships  of  dime 
Decks ,  and  this  Day,  the  reft  that  remained,  the  leaft  of 
which  carried  fixty  Pieces  of  Cannon,  ran  the  fame  Fate 
being  burnt  with  all  their  Ammunition  and  Provifion  to  ’ 

^  hf  aVKrh  [he  0ther  fmaller  Veflels,  which  th»  had 
hghtned  o.  their  Guns,  to  try  whether  it  were  poffibie  to 

fave  em  by  towing  ’em  any  higher  ;  fo  that  this  Expe- 

p,  *°n  hasfC°m?  e:fd  ,the  Jr.reparable  Ruin  of  the  Enemy’s 

d  mi  v1  uAde/lland>  thls  DaV>  from  a-board  Admiral 
Ruflel,  that  Orders  are  given  out  to  burn  the  Tranfport- 

Veflels,  that  are  m  the  Bay  of  La  Hogue,  to  the  Number 

of  about  500,  if  it  may  be  done  with  Safety  ;  but  I  fear 

the  Execution  of  the  Enterprize  will  be  very  difficult,  by 

reafon  of  the  Shallownefs  of  the  Water,  where  thefe  Veflsls 

lye,  and  the  Reffiftance  which  may  be  made  from  the 

Providence  »here&ie*-  Ieave  the  Succefs  of  Defign  to 
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In  which  he  was  declared,  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Red;  and 
the  Command  of  the  Fleet  being  now  put  in  Com- 
miffion,  Sir  George  Rooke  was  entrufted  with  the  great 
Squadron  that  was  to  efcort  the  Smyrna  Fleet,  and  the 
Joint  Admirals  received  Orders  to  accompany  him  as 
far  to  Sea  as  they  fhould  think  proper;  after  which,  his 
Inltruftions  were  to  take  the  belt  Care  of  the  Fleet  he 
could,  and,  in  cafe  of  any  Misfortune,  to  retire  into  fo me 
of  the  Spamft)  Ports,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  Pro¬ 
tection  of  their  Cannon d. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  Sir  George  Rooke  had 
any  better  Intelligence  than  the  Admirals,  or  the  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State ;  and,  therefore,  we  ought  to  afcribe  the 
great  Unwillingnefs  he  {hewed  to  part  with  the  grand 
Fleet  fo  foon,  to  his  great  Skill  in  Naval  Affairs ;  from 
whence  he  judged,  that  fince  the  French  Squadron  was 
not  at  Breji ,  it  muff:  be  gone  to  Toulon  for  which,  he 
thought,  there  could  fcarce  be  a  better  Reafon  afligned* 
than  their  Hopes  of  intercepting  the  Smyrna  Fleet,  un¬ 
der  his  Convoy,  However,  he  failed,  as  his  Duty  re¬ 
quired;  and  on  the  15  th  of  Juney  being  about  fix ty 
Leagues  fhort  of  Cape  St .  Vincent ,  he  ordered  The  Lark 
to  ftretch  a~head  of  his  Scouts,  into  Lagos  Bay ;  but, 
next  Day,  having  confirmed  Accounts  of  the  Danger 
they  were  in,  he  propofed  in  a  Council  of  War,  to  keep 
the  Wind,  or  lie  by  all  that  Night,  that  fo  a  Difcovery 
of  the  Enemy's  Strength  might  be  made  next  Morning. 
But  in  this,  he  was  over-ruled,  and  it  was  urged,  that 

the 
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4  Life  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  Complete  Hiftory  of  Europe, 
Life  of  King  William,  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiffory,  Bur- 
chet,  OldmixQn,  &c. 
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the  Wind  being  frelh  Northerly,  it  gave  a  fair  Oppor¬ 
tunity  for  pufhing  for  Cadiz ;  purfuant  to  this,  the  Ad¬ 
miral  ran  along  the  Shore  all  Night,  with  a  preft  Sail, 
and  forced  feveral  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships  to  cut  from 
their  Anchors  in  Lagos  Bay e. 

The  next  Day,  when  he  was  with  his  Fleet  off  of 
Villa  Nova ,  it  fell  Calm  3  and  a  little  after  Day-break,  ten 
Sail  of  the  Enemy’s  Men  of  War,  and  feveral  fmail 
Ships,  wrere  feen  in  the  Offing .  The  French  no  fooner 
difcovered  Sir  George  Rooke ,  than  they  flood  away  with 
their  Boats  a-head,  fetting  Fire  to  fome,  and  finking 
others  of  their  fmail  Craft ;  which,  yet  did  not  hinder 
fome  of  them  from  falling  into  our  Hands,  as  a  Fire-fhip 
likewife  did,  by  falling  into  the  Fleet  in  the  Night.  The 
Crew  of  this  Ship  being  carried  on  Board  the  Flag  Ship, 
and  examined  by  the  Admiral,  told  him  a  very  plaufible 
Tale,  viz.  That  the  French  Squadron  confifled  of  but 
15  Ships  of  the  Line  ;  but,  that  there  were  three  Flags, 
and,  had  with  them  46  Merchant-men  and  Store-fhips, 
that  were  bound  either  to  Toulon ,  or  to  join  M.  d'Efpees . 
They  faid  alfo,  that  the  Squadron  had  been  becalmed  off 
of  the  Gape ;  and  that  having  watered  in  the  Bay,  were 
bound  dire&ly  into  the  Streights\  without  any  Intention 
of  feeing  our  Fleet.  This,  at  firfl,  with  the  hafly  Re¬ 
treat  of  their  Men  of  War  in  the  Morning,  and  their 

deferting 


e  The  French  Fleet  under  Mar&al  Tourville,  had  waited 
fome  time  for  the  Englifh  Smyrna  Fleet :  they  had  certainly 
very  early,  and  very  exadt  Intelligence  ;  which  is  much  lefs 
to  be  wondered  at,  than  that  this  Fleet  of  French  Men  of 
War  fhould  remain  a  Month  on  the  Spanifh  Coaft,  without 
our  having  any  timely  Notice  of  it ;  and  in  reality,  this  was 
the  very  point  upon  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  grounded 
their  Vote  of  Treachery. 
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deferring  and  burning  their  fmall  Veffels,  gained  a  per- 
fed  Belief  in  the  Admiral,  and  the  reft  of  the  Officers ; 
but  afterwards  it  w^as  judged  (and  with  Reafon  too)  that 
that  precipitate  Retreat  was  done  purpofely  to  amufe  us, 
and  thereby  draw  the  whole  Squadron  infenfibly  into  the 
Enemy.  About  Noon,  the  Sea-breeze  fprung  up  to 
W.  N.  W.  and  N.  W.  and  then  the  Admiral  bore  away 
along  Shore,  upon  the  Enemy,  difcovering  their  Strength 
the  more,  the  nearer  he  came  to  them,  and  at  Jaft,  count¬ 
ed  about  80  Sail  j  but  the  Number  with  which  they  plyed 
up  to  him,  was  not  above  16,  with  three  Flags ;  the  Ad¬ 
miral,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  Rear-Admiral  of 
the  White.  The  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue  flood  off 
to  Sea,  in  order  to  weather  our  Squadron,  and  fall  in 
with  the  Merchant-fhips,  whilft  the  Body  of  their  Fleet 
lay  promifcuoufly  to  Leeward  of  one  another,  as  far  as 
they  could  be  feen  ;  efpecially  their  biggeft  Ships.  About 
three  in  the  Afternoon,  the  Dutch  Vice-Admiral  fent 
Sir  George  Rooke  Advice,  that  he  was  now  fenfible  of 
the  Fraud,  as  difcovering  plainly  the  Enemy’s  whole 
Fleet ;  but  that,  in  his  Judgment,  the  belt  Courfe  that 
could  be  taken,  was,  by  all  means  to  avoid  fighting. 
Sir  George  differed  with  him  in  that  Point,  and  had  ac¬ 
tually  difpofed  all  Things  for  engaging  the  Enemy  ;  but 
reflecting  that  he  fhould  take  upon  himfelf  the  whole 
Blame  of  this  Affair,  if  he  fought  contrary  to  the  Dutch 
Admiral’s  Sentiments,  he  brought  to,  and  then  flood 
off  with  an  eafy  Sail,  and  at  the  fame  Time  difpatched 
The  Sheer nefs,  with  Orders  to  the  fmall  Ships  that  were 
on  the  Coaft,  to  endeavour  to  get  along  Shore  in  the 
Night,  and  fave  themfelves  in  the  Spanijh  Ports ;  which 

Advice 
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Advice,  as  it  was  well  given,  fo  it  was  happily  purfued, 
no  lefs  than  fifty  getting  into  Cadiz  only  f. 

I  have  already  given  fo  large  an  Account  of  this  Af¬ 
fair,  as  well  from  foreign  Writers,  as  our  own,  that  I 
think  it  needlefs  to  fay  more  here,  except  as  to  theper- 
fonal  Conduit  of  the  Vice-Admiral.  His  whole  Squa¬ 
dron  confifted  but  of  twenty-three  Ships  of  War;  of 
thefe,  thirteen  only  were  Englijb ,  eight  Dutch ,  and  two 
Hamburgh ers,  The  Fleet  of  Merchant-men  under  his 
Convoy,  was  compofedof  four  hundred  Sail,  of  all  Na¬ 
tions,  though  the  greater  Part  were  Englijb  Ships.  The 
Fleet  under  M.  Tourville ,  confifled  of  120  Sail,  of  which 
fixty-four  were  of  the  Line,  and  eighteen  three-deck 
Ships ;  yet,  Sir  George  Rooke  faved  all  the  Men  of  War, 
for  he  brought  twelve  of  them  to  Kinfale ,  and  the  other 
got  into  Cadiz  ;  and  he  like  wife  brought  back  with  him 
fixty  Merchant-men  ;  and  having  fent  The  Lark ,  with 
Advice  of  his  Misfortune,  he  afterwards  proceeded  from 
Kinfale ,  with  the  largeft  Ships  to  join  the  grand  Fleet. 
One  Thing,  indeed,  is  very  remarkable,  with  refpeit  to 
this  Tranfaition,  viz.  That,  while  in  France  the  People 
in  general  charged  their  Admirals  with  not  making  the 
molt  of  their  Advantage,  and  the  Admirals  themfelves 
charged  each  other  with  want  of  Conduit  and  negleii 


f  The  firft  Account  we  had  of  this  unlucky  Bufinefs,  was,  by 
a  Letter  from  Captain  Littleton,  Commander  of  The  Fail  or, 
of  Smyrna ;  which,  I  take  it,  was  an  hired  Man  of  War  ; 
that  is,  a  Merchant-man  turned  into  a  Man  of  War,  to 
ilrengthen  the  Convoy,  His  Letter  gave  the  Merchants  fome 
Cor.folation,  becaufe  he  not  only  allured  them,  that  himfelf, 
and  between  forty  and  fifty  more  Ships,  were  fafe  at  Cadiz  ; 
but  that  the  Admiral  was  efcaped,  and  had  carried  off  a  great 
Part  of  the  Fleet. 

'  1  , 
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of  Duty,  there  was  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  Reflection 
made  upon  Sir  George  Rooke's  Behaviour ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  faid  in  the  Dutch  Gazettes,  to  have 
gained  more  Reputation  by  his  Efcape,  than  accrued  to 
the  French  by  their  Conqueft.  On  his  return  Home, 
the  Merchants  gave  him  their  Thanks ;  the  King  pro¬ 


moted  him  from  being  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  to 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red ;  and  foon  after,  as  a  further 
Mark  of  his  Favour  and  Confidence,  made  him  cne  of 
the  Lords  Commifiioners  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  before 
the  Clofe  of  the  Year,  1694,  raifed  him  again  from  be¬ 
ing  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red,  to  the  Rank  of  Admiral 
of  the  Blue  s. 

In  the  Month  of  May  1695,  Admiral  Rooke  com¬ 
manded  the  Squadron  which  convoyed  the  King  to  Hol¬ 
land  ;  and  in  the  Autumn  of  the  fame  Year,  being  then 
'  Admiral  of  the  White,  he  was  alfo  appointed  Admiral 
and  Commander  in  Chief  in  the  Mediterranean ,  having 
a  Fleet  of  feventy  Men  of  War  and  Merchant-Ships, 
Vol.  IV.  Z  under 


s  We  muff  not  imagine,  however,  that  Sir  George  efcaped 
all  Trouble  in  this  Affair  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  examin¬ 
ed  at  the  Bar  oi;  the  Houle  of  Commons,  and  that  very  ftricU 
ly,  though  he  was  fo  very  ill,  that  he  could  fcarce  ffand  upon 
his  feet;  and,  therefore,  was  at  laft  allowed  a  Chair,  He 
faid,  that  when  he  parted  from  the  Grand  Fleet,  he  Lad 
a  very  brifk  Gale  of  Wind,  which  drove  him  directly  upon  the 
Enemy,  and  retarded  the  Advice-Boats  that  were  fent  after  him, 
with  Intelligence  and  Orders  to  return.  Fie  faid  further,  that  if 
his  Opinion  had  not  been  over-ruled,  he  might  very  probably 
have  pafFd  the  Enemy  in  the  Night,  and  then  a  lew  only,  of 
the  heavieft  Sailors,  could  have  fallen  into  the  Enemy’s  Hands. 
1  et,  he  aaaeo,  th«t  ne  did  not  iulpecl  he  was  over-ruled  by 
the  Majority  of  Votes  in  the  Council  of  War,  from  any  bad 
Defign,  01  want  Oi  .Zieal  in  the  Commanders ;  but  from  their 
not  giving  Credit  to  his  Sufpicion,  that  it  was.  the  whole' 
French  Fleet  in  Lagos-Bay.  N  -  r 
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l!noer  hJ’s  Care;  and,  having  very  fuccefsfully  executed 
this  Commifllon,  he  remained  feveral  -Months  in  the 
Mediterranean ,  with  a  very  fmall  Force,  where,  never- 
theleis,  he  made  a  Shift  to  preferve  our  Trade  from  the 
infulcs  of  the  Enemy  ;  and,  at  length  receiving  Orders 
i.o  i  eturn,  lie  executed  them  with  fo  much  Prudence, 
that  he  arrived  fafely  on  the  Englijh  Coaft,  on  the  22d 
oi  April ,  1696,  to  the  great  Joy  and  Satisfaction  of  the 
Nation  in  general,  which  was  much  alarmed,  left  the 
French  Fleet  at  Toulon ,  fhould  come  up  with  him,  to 
which  he  was  vaftly  inferior  in  Strengh.  Soon  after  his 
Arrival,  he  took  upon  him  the  Command  of  the  Fleet, 
had  Orders  to  proceed  to  the  Soundings ,  and  to  lie  in  fuch 
a  Station,  as  he  fhould  judge  moft  proper  for  preventing 
the  French  Fleet  from  getting  into  any  Port  of  France ; 
but  receiving  Intelligence,  that  the  Toulon  Squadron  was 
got  fare  into  Brefty  and  the  largeft  Ships  in  the  Fleet 
being  very  foul,  he  thought  fit  to  return,  agreeable  to 
his  Inftrudions,  and  put  into  Torbay.  There,  the  Fleet 
being  reinforced  to  eighty-five  Sail  of  the  Line,  Sir  George 
Rooke  formed  the  glorious  Project  of  burning  the  whole 
French  Fleet,  or  forcing  them  to  take  Shelter  in  the 
Harbour  of  Brejl ,  while  we  bombarded  all  the  adjacent 
Coafts  3  but,  while  he  was  meditating  this  great  Defign, 
he  received  Orders  to  return  to  London ,  and  attend  his 
Duty  at  the  Board ;  yet,  fo  del irous  he  was  of  being  in 
Adion,  and  fo  throughly  perfuaded  of  the  Poffibility  of 
the  Thing,  that,  upon  his  coming  to  Town,  hepropofed 
the  Matter  to  the  Duke  of  Shrwejbury ,  who  approved  it, 
but  found  it  requifite  to  Jay  his  Projed  before  the  Privy- 
Council,  where  it  was  confidered,  till  the  Seafon  for 
putting  it  in  Execution  was  entirely  over,  and  then  de¬ 
clared 
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dared  a  very  prudent,  well-concerted  Meafure,  and  ano- 
tlier  Admiral  blamed,  for  not  doing  what  he  would  wil¬ 
lingly  have  done  ;  belt  that  the  Captains  of  the  Fleet 
Were  unanimoufiy  of  Opinion,  that  it  was  too  late  in 
the  Year  to  think  of  attempting  an  Expedition  of  iuch 
Importance  h. 

Admiral  Rujjfel ,  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1697, 
being  declared  Earl  of  Orford ,  and  placed  at  the  Head 
of  the  Admiralty,  with  a  kind  of  abfolute  Command, 
his  Prefence  was  thought  fo  necelTary  there,  that  Sir 
George  RooTce  was  appointed  Admiral  and  Commanded 
in  Chief  of  the  Fleet,  which  put  to  Sea  in  a  very  in¬ 
different  Condition,  being  but  half  manned,  and  fcarce 
half  victualled,  towards  the  latter  End  of  June ;  as  the 
French  avoided  fighting,  Sir  George  foiind  it  impofiible  to 
do  any  thing  very  confiderable  ;  and  yet,  this  Summer’s 
Expedition  gained  him  no  Imall  Reputation,  and  that 
from  an  Action,  bold  in  its  felf,  but  withal  fiddly  juft* 
and  very  beneficial  to  the  Nation.  For,  as  he  was  cruiz¬ 
ing  off  the  French  Coaft,  he  met  with  a  large  Fleet  of 
Swedi/h  Merchant-men,  and  having  obliged  them  to 
bring  to,  and  fubmit  to  be  fearched,  he  found  juft  Grounds 
to  believe,  that  their  Cargoes  belonged  moft  of  them  to  * 
French  Merchants;  upon  which,  he  fent  them  under 
the  Convoy  of  fome  Frigates,  into  Plymouth .  This 
made  a  great  Noife,  the  Swedi/h  Minifter  interpofed* 

Z  2  and 


h  TKe  Reader  will  find  this  Projedl  of  Sir  George  Rooke’s* 
jlnd  a  large  Account  of  this  Affair^  by  turning  to  the  Naval 
Operations  of  the  Year  in  which  it  happened,  in  our  former 
Volume ;  and  from  thence  he  will  eafily  collect,  that  Sir  George 
Rooke  was  cautious  only,  when  he  wanted  a  proper  Strength, 
and  that  no  Admiral  was  more  adtive,  or  more  vigorous  than 
When  ever  fuck  a  Force  was  under  his  Command* 
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and  fome  of  our  Statefmen  were  inclined  to  difapprove 
Sir  George's  Condudl  \  But,  as  he  was  a  Man,  not  apt 
to  taKe  rafii  Steps,  and  confequently  feldom  in  the 


wrong. 


1  We  have  the  whole  of  this  Matter  fet  in  a  clear  Light,  in 
a  fmall  Quarto  Pamphlet,  of  two  Sheets,  entitled,  A  fhort 
Account  of  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Swedilh  Mer¬ 
chant-Fleet,  lately  brought  up  on  their  Voyage  from  France, 
by  Admiral  Rooke,  and  lent  into  Plymouth. 

The  Account  given  in  this  Pamphlet,  of  the  Fraud,  runs 
thus.  “  The  Swede  did  build  a  Ship,  of  more  or  lefs  Tons, 
“  on  his  own  Account ;  whereupon,  he  could  fafely  make 
“  Oath  before  the  M  giflrate,  that  the  fame  Ship  was  his  own, 
“  and  did  really  belong  to  him,  and  was  built  at  his  proper 
“  -Colls  and  Charges ;  and,  thereupon,  he  obtained  a  Pafs  for 
“  the  faid  Ship,  as  being  a  Swedilh  Ship,  built  in  Swedeland, 
“  and  belonging  to  one  of  that  King’s  Subjeds.  This  being 
“  done,  the  Swede  fold  and  tranfported  the  very  fame  Ship, 
“  to  a  Dutch  Lubeck,  or  Hamburgh-Merchant  ;  who,  in  con- 
“  fideration  of  the  others  Service,  did  give  him  one  Quarter, 
<c  or  eighth  Part  (as  they  could  belt  agree  upon)  in  the  faid 
V  Ship,  on  Condition,  that  the  Swede  lhould  always  provide 
€c  new  Paffes,  as  often  as  there  lhould  be  Occafion  for  them  ; 
<£  and,  that  the  faid  Ship  lhould  always  go  under  the  Swede’s 
“  Name,  and  by  that  means,  traffic  unmolefted  to,  and  with, 
“  France  ;  which  Pradice,  the  Swede  flattered  himfelf  that 
“  he  might  fecurely  enough  continue,  without  ading  thereby 
ft  again!!  his  Confcience,  or  committing  the  leaft  Perjury  by 
fo  doing;  there  being  no  Occafion,  according  to  the  Cullom 
u  and  Laws  of  that  Country,  to  make  Oath  a-freffi  for  every 
u  other  Voyage,  for  getting  of  new  Paffes,  oecaufe  the  firA  Oath 
“  will  fuffice  for  good  and  all.  So,  that  by  this  mental  Re^ 
“  fervation,  the  Swede  could  obtain  as  many  Paffes  as  he 
((  pleafed,  and  for  all  that,  his  Confcience  net  concerned  in  the 
“  leaft  thereby.  Nay,  by  the  Proofs  made  again#  the  faid 
“  Swediffi  Fleet,,  taken  from  their  own  Hand-writings,  Books, 

“  and  Letters,  now  under  Examination  in  the  Court  of  Ad- 
“  mi  rally,  it  does  mamfeflly  appear,  that,  to  take  off  all  Suf- 
“  picion,  and  to  obviate  all  Objedions  and  Dangers  that  might 
“  befall  fuch  a  Ship,  the  Foreign  Merchant  ordered  the  Swede 
V  to  make  a  Bill  of  Sale  of  the  Ship,  in  the  Swede’s  own 
“  Name,  though  he  had  not  the  lea#  Right  to  the  faid  Ship, 

“  nor  did  any  Part  therein  belong  to  him.  Another  Artifice 
*c  has  alfo  been  ufed,  the  more  eafily  to  obtain  the  Paffes  in 

“  Stockholm, 
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wrong,  he  was  not  of  a  Temper  to  be  frightned  from 
his  Duty,  or  to  be  brought  to  defift  from  any  Thing 
he  took  to  be  right.  Sir  George ,  therefore,  infilled  that 
the  Matter  fhould  be  brought  to  a  fair  T  rial,  before  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  ;  where,  upon  the  cleared  Evidence, 
it  appealed,  that  ttiefe  Swedijh  Ships  were  freighted  by 
French  Merchants,  partly  with  French  Goods,  but 
chiefly  with  Indian  Merchandize,  which  had  been  taken 
out  of  Englijh  and  Dutch  Ships  ;  and,  that  the  Swedes 
had  no  'further  Concern  therein,  than  as  they  received 
two  per  Cent,  by  way  of  Gratification,  for  lending  their 
Names,  procuring  Pafies,  and  taking  other  necefiary 
Precautions  for  fereening  the  French  Merchants  Effefts  ; 
fo,  that  the  whole  of  this  rich  Fleet  was  adjudged  to  be 
good  Prize;  and  the  Clamours  that  had  been  raifed  a~ 
gainft  Sir  George  Rooke ,  was  converted  into  general  Ap- 
plaufe  k. 

Z  3  He 


“  Stockholm,  viz.  Some  of  thofe  Foreign  Merchants  fent 
<c  their  Servants  thither  to  be  made  Burghers,  pro  forma  \  and 
“  by  this  means  they  procured  the  Pafies,  although  fuch  Ser- 
“  vant  had  neither  Eftate  nor  Money  for  himfelf,  but  was 
“  fupplied  by  his  Mafier,  who  lived  either  in  Holland,  or  Lu- 
“  beck,  or  Hamburgh,  or  elfewhere,  upon  whofe  Account 
“  this  glorious  Trade  was  carried  on”. 

k  We  may  eafily  guefs  at  the  Evidence  upon  which  thefe 
Ships  were  declared  lawful  Prize,  from  the  following  Letter 
of  Inftrudtion,  written  by  a  French  Merchant  to  John  Conrad 
Dohenk,  dated  July  26,  1696. 

“  1  thank  you,  that  you  will  help  Martin  Francen.  I  have 
“  bought  a  Fly-boat  here,  of  230  Tons,  for  a  good  Friend, 
“  and  would  gladly  let  her  fail  under  your  Name,  on  Con- 
dition  that  you  fhould  have  a  certain  Profit  for  it  ;  and  aL 
“  faring  myfelf,  that  you  will  not  refufe  me,  feeing  it  can 
“  be  done  without  Prejudice  to  you.  1  have  caufed  the  Bill 
of  Sale  to  be  made  in  your  Name,  viz.  That  I  have  bought 
the  Paid  Ship  for  your  Account  and  Adventure.  Now,  I 

,  “  would 
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He  was  again  ordered  to  Sea,  though  it  was  very 
late  in  tne  \  ear,  and  continued  on  the  French  Coafts 
till  towards  the  Month  of  October,  making  fuch  Detach¬ 
ments  as  were  neccfiary  ior  fecuring  our  own  homeward- 
bound  Trade,  and  that  of  the  Dutch ;  which  he  per¬ 
formed  very  fuccefsfully,  as  the  Gazettes  of  that  Na- 

I 

tion  gratefully  acknowledge  ;  and  the  Campaign  and  the. 
War  ending  together,  he  gaye  the  neccfiary  Orders  for 
laying  up  the  great  Ships,  and  then  returned  to  Town, 
where  he  was  received  with  equal  Satisfaction  by  all 
Parties,  having,  as  yet,  done  little  to  difoblige  thofe  who 
afterwards  perfecuted  him  with  the  utmoft  Spight.  This 
was  chiefly  owing  to  his  Conduct  in .  Parliament ;  for 
being  next  Year  eleCted  Member  for  Portfmoutb>  and 
Voting  moftly  with  thofe  that  were  called  Tories  ^  great 
Pains  were  taken  to  ruin  him,  in  the  King’s  Opinion  $ 
but  to  the  immortal  Honour  of  King  William ,  when 
prefled  to  remove  Sir  George  Rcoke>  from  his  Seat  at  the 
Admiralty -Board,  he  anfwered  plainly,  I  will  not."  Sir 

George 


**  would  fain  have  a  Skipper  come  from  Stockholm,  who  is  a 
“  Burgher  there;  and  1  judge  it  to  be  neceflary,  hr  ft,  that 
<c  a  Notary’s  Bill  of  Sale  be  fent  over  ;  zdly,  That  a  Decla- 
£f  ration  be  made  before  a  Notary,  and  Witnefles,  that  the 
<c  faid  Ship  doth  belong  to  you.  ^dly,  That  you  write  a  Let- 
“  ter  to  the  Magiilrate  of  Stockholm,  to  grant  you  a  Pafs  ; 
<(  and,  4thly,  To  write  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Conrad,  to  fend  fuch 
15:6  a  Mailer  with  a  Pafs,  with  Order  to  follow  my  Direction 
454  whilft  you  are  in  Spain.  When  you  come  hither,  we  fhall 
“  agree  what  you  fhall  have  for  each  Pafs,  that  you  fliall  fend 
“  for  here.  The  Declaration  before  a  Notary,  I  fhall  fend 
(e  yon  to  fign,  and  the  Witnefles  who  fubfcribe,  fliall  be  Luke 
((  Williamfon,  Marcus  Begman,  and  the  Broker  ;  they  no£ 
“  knowing  othervvife,  but  that  I  bought  the  Ship  for  your  Ac- 
count ;  in  this  Manner,  no  Pafs  can  be  denied,  and  when 
®‘  once  a  Pafs  is  taken  out,  one  may  always  be  had,  &c.” 
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George  Rooke  ferved  me  faithfully  at  Sea ,  and  I  will 
never  difplace  him ,  /*r  ^  ™°ft  for  the 

Service  of  his  Country ,  //&  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  An 
Anfwer  truly  worthy  of  a  Britijh  Prince,  as  it  tends  to 
preferve  the  Freedom  of  our  ConfUtution,  and  tne  Li¬ 
berty  of  Parliaments.  The  w;hole  \  ear  1699,  was 
fpent  in  Peace,  fo  that  Sir  George  Rooke  ♦had  Leifure  to 
attend  his  Duty  in  Parliament ;  which  he  did  with  very 
great  Conftancy,  and  behaved  there  as  he  thought  be¬ 
came  him  ;  but  was  very  rarely  a  Speaker,  though  not 
at  all  Deficient  in  that  particular,  as  appeared,  when  he 
was  heard  at  the  Bar,  on  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Smyrna 
Fleet,  in  1693.  But,  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1700, 

a  War  broke  out  in  the  North,  which  had  like  to  have 

• 

overturned  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  that  Part  of  Europe , 
through  a  fhameful  Confederacy,  formed  again!!  Char!es 
XII.  of  Sweden ,  then  in  a  Manner  a  Child,  which 
moved  King  William  to  fend  a  Fleet  thither  to  his  Af- 
Pittance  >  which  was,  undoubtedly,  the  wifeft  foreign 
Meafure  in  that  whole  Reign  ;  and,  as  it  was  well  con¬ 
certed,  fo  it  was  very  prudently  and  happily  executed  ; 
for  Sir  George  Rooke ,  who  was  entrufted  with  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  combined  Fleet  of  the  Maritime  Powers, 
did  their  Bufinefs  effe&ual ly,  by  fuccouring  the  Swedes , 
without  oppreffing  the  Danes ;  as  I  have  fhewn  in  its 
proper  Place,  and  have  remarked,  that  the  King  of 
Sweden ,  upon  this  Occafion,  gave  a  noble  Inftance  of 
his  early  Genius,  by  penetrating  Sir  George  Rooke’s  Or¬ 
ders,  from  the  Confideration  of  his  Condudl  \ 

Z  4  Sir 

) ,  '  ■  •  >  N  \ 

-  -  , - - -  ----- 

1  Barnet,  Oldmixon,  Life  of  King  William,  Memoirs  of 
Sir  George  Rooke,  & c. 
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Sir  George  Rooh  was  elected  in  the  New  Parliament 

°1  I?01’  for  the  Town  of  Portfmouth ;  which  was  not 
then  confidered  in  that  Light  in  which  Navy  Burroughs 

ave  lince  Hood  ;  u  it  had,  they  would  have  obliged  the 
Court  in  their  Members.  B.fhop  Burnet  tells  us,  that 
though  the  Miniftry  had  a  clear  Majority,  in  whatever 
related  to  the  King’s  Bufinefs,  yet  the  Activity  of  the 
angry  Side  was  fuch,  that  they  had  a  Majority  in  choof-  ' 
ing  the  Speaker,  and  in  determining  controverted  Elec¬ 
tions.  ^  The  Truth  of  the  Matter  was,  the  Miniftry 
perluaded  the  King  to  abett  the  Intereft  of  Sir  Thomas 
Littleton ,  again  Robert  Harley ,  Efq;  afterwards  the  fa¬ 
mous  Earl  of  Oxford ;  and  with  this  View,  his  Majefty 
fpoke  to  Sir  George  Rooh ,  Sir  Charles  Hedges ,  and  fe- 
veral  other  Perfons  of  Diftindtion,  in  favour  of  Sir 
Thomas ;  which,  however,  had  not  the  defired  Effedf, 

Ence  they  Voted  for  Mr.  Harley ,  who  was  accordingly 
placed  in  the  Chair.  I  mention  this,  to  fhew  "the 
Steadinefs  of  Sir  George  Rooh ,  and  to  prove,  that  he 
was  a  Man  who  a  died  upon  Principle,  and  was  not  go- 
verned  in  his  political  Conduct,  by  Hopes  or  Fears  m 
Yet,  Sir  George  was  for  the  War  againft  France ,  and  for 
'  carrying  it  on  vigoroully  •  and,  as  I  fhall  (hew  hereafter, 
he  was  uniform  in  his  Conduct,  though  he  had  the  Mif- 
iortune  to  be  cenfured  for  want  of  Vigour,  merely  be- 
caufe  he  fhewed  too  Erong  an  Inclination  that  way.  I 

do 


was  certainly  wrong  in  the  King  to  interfere  in  this 
Matter  at  all,  becaufe  he  ran  too  great  a  R;fk,  in  Cafe  cf  a 
.Difappointment ;  and  Experience  will  always  fhew,  that,  in  the 
End,  fuch  Princes  are  fafeft,  and  molt  happy,  that  fuffer  the 
Machine  of  Government  to  roll  on,  according  to  its  Natural 
Comtrudcion,  without  tampering  at  all  ;  which  feryes  only  to 
fpoil  it. 
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do  not  fey  this  from  any  liking  I  have  to  the  maintain¬ 
ing  Paradoxes,  or  playing  with  Words ;  but  becaufe  I 
take  it  to  be  the  fair  Truth,  and  that  I  could  not  ex- 
prefs  it  otherwife,  without  doing  his  Memory  Injuftice n. 

Upon  the  Acceffion  of  Queen  June,  in  1702,  Sir 
George  was  conftituted  Vice-Admiral,  and  Lieutenant  of 
the  Admiralty  of  England ,  as  alfo.  Lieutenant  of  the 
Fleets  and  Seas  of  this  Kingdom  5  and,  upon  the  Decla¬ 
ration  of  War  againft  France ,  it  was  Refolved,  that  Sir 
George  Rode  fhould  command  the  Fleet  fent  againft 
Cadiz ,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  having  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Land-Forces.  I  fhall  not  enter  into  the 
Hiftory  of  that  Expedition,  becaufe  I  have  already  given 
the  belt  Account  of  it  that  was  in  my  Power :  I  fhall 
only  fey  here,  that  when  it  appeared  to  be  a  Thing 
very  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  for  the  Land-Forces 
to  make  themfelves  Matters  of  it,  Sir  George  Rooke  pro- 
pofed  bombarding  it ;  which  occalioned  a  long  Repre- 
fentation  from  the  Prince  of  HeJ]e  Darmftadt ,  fetting 
forth,  that  fuch  a  Proceeding  would  entirely  alienate  the 
AffeCtion  of  the  Spaniards  from  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  3 
and  as  Sir  George  could  not  but  difeern  the  Inconfiftency 
of  this  Method  with  the  Manifefto  pubiifhed  in  the  Duke 
of  Ormonde's  Name,  and  his  own,  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  defift  3  and  when  he  had  done  this,  he  judged  it  belt 
to  return  Home,  both  with  the  Fleet  and  Army ;  the 
Land  and  Sea-Officers  concurring,  in  that  RefpeCt,  with 
him  in  Opinion,  excepting  only  the  Duke  of  Ormonde^ 
and  Baron  Sparr ,  who  protefted  againft  it.  Upon  this 

Opinion, 


nThe  Reader,  if  he  confults  Barnet’s  Hiftory,  and  com¬ 
pares  it  with  Oldmixon’s,  will  be  convinced  of  the  Truth  of 
what  I  fay. 
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Opinion,  for  returning  Home,  the  Charge  was  found¬ 
ed  againft  him,  for  want  of  Vigour,  where,  as  nothin- 
can  be  more  clear,  than  that  Sir  George  inclined  to  ad 
more  vigoroufly  than  his  Inftrudions  would  permit  -  and 
therefore,  when  he  &w  that  nothing  could  be  done 
Abroad,  thought  it  the  wifeft  Way  to  come  Home.  Of 
this,  he  was  certainly  the  beft  Judge,  lince  he  had  been 
often  in  thofe  Parts  before,  and  knew  very  well,  if 
once  the  Spaniards  took  a  Refolution,  fair  Words  would 
not  go  far  towards  making  them  alter  it°. 

On  the  19th  of  Auguji  1702,  the  Fleet  failed,  and 
had  for  feveral  Days,  a  fair,  but  very  gentle  Wind  ;  and 
in  their  Pallage  Home,  the  Admiral,  on  the  6th  of  Oc- 
tober,  received  an  Account  from  Captain  Hardy ,  that 
the  Galleons,  under  the  Efcort  of  a  ftrong  French  Squa¬ 
dron,  were  got  into  the  Harbour  of  Figo  ;  upon  which. 
Sir  George  refolved  to  attack  them  ;  and  having  declared 
this  Refolution  the  next  Day  in  a  Council  of  Flag-Offi¬ 
cers,  tfoy  concurred  with  him,  and  it  was  unanimouilv 
refolved  to  put  it  in  Execution ;  accordingly  the  Fleet 
failed  for  Vigo ,  and  on  the  nth  of  October,  came  before 
the  Harbour  of  Rodondello ,  where  the  French  Commo¬ 
dore,  to  do  him  Juftice,  had  neglefled  nothing  that  was 
neceffary,  for  putting  the  Place  into  the  beft  Pofture  of 
Defence ;  which,  however,  did  not  fignify-  much,  for 
a  Detachment  of  fifteen  Englijh,  and  ten  Dutch  Men 
or  War  of  the  Line  of  Battel,  and  all  the  Fire-fliips, 
vveic  ordered  in,  the  Frigates  and  Bomb-Veilels  were  to 
follow  the  Rear  of  the  Detachment,  and  the  great 
Ships  were  to  move  after  them,  while  the  Army  was  to 

ait 

landt 
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land  near  Rodondello.  The  whole  Service  was  perform¬ 
ed  under  Sir  George’s  Directions,  with  admirable  Con¬ 
duit  and  Bravery  ;  all  the  Ships  deftroyed  or  taken  ;  pro¬ 
digious  Damage  done  to  the  Enemy,  and  va(l  Wealth 
acquired  by  the  Allies.  Afterwards,  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
monde,  and  Sir  George  Rooke ,  though  he  was  much  in- 
difpofed  with  the  Gout,  congratulated  each  other  on 
this  glorious  Succefs,  and  then  continued  their  Voyage 
Home,  arriving  fafely  in  the  Downs  on  the  17  th  of 
November ;  and  the  Admiral  ibon  after  came  up  to 
London  r. 

i  -J 

While  the  Fleet  and  Army  were  thus  employed 
Abroad,  her  Majefty  had  thought  fit  to  call  a  new  Par¬ 
liament  at  Home,  to  meet  on  the  20th  of  October  3  of 
which  Parliament,  Sir  George  was,  in  his  Abfence,  cho- 
fen  a  Member  for  Portfjnouth  3  and,  as  foon  as  he  came 
to  take  his  Seat  in  the  Houfe,  the  Speaker  was  diredled 
to  return  him  Thanks  3  which  he  did  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Terms  % 

t 

<c  Sir  George  Rooke, 

“  You  are  now  returned  to  this  Houfe,  after  a  moll 
w  glorious  Expedition :  Her  Majefty  began  her  Reign, 
u  with  a  Declaration,  that  her  Heart  was  truly  Englijb , 

and  Heaven  hath  made  her  Triumph  over  the  Ene- 

•_  —  *  _  >  *• 

mies  of  England 3  for  this,  Thanks  hath  been  return- 
“  ed  in  a  moil  folemn  Manner  to  Almighty  God: 

“  There 


P  Complete  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  1702,  Life  of  Queen 
Anne,  Burchet,  Burnet,  the  London-Gazette,  Scz. 

a  See  Chandler’s  Debates,  Memoirs  of  Sir  George  Rookep 
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There  remains  yet,  a  Debt  of  Gratitude  to  thofe 
“  who  have  been  the  Inftru  meats  of  fo  wonderful  a 
Victory  (the  Duke  of  Ormonde  and  Yourfelf,  who  had 

“  the  Command  of  Ae  Sea  and  Land-Forces.)  In  for- 
mei  T  imes.  Admirals  and  Generals  have  had  Succefs 
againit  Prance  and  Spain  feparately  ;  but  this  Action 
-  a,  rm  hath  h«„  a  J,  [hcm  ^trf 

“  t0sether :  You  have  not  only  fpoiled  the  Enemy,  but 
“  ennched  your  own  Country;  common  Victories 
“  Dnng  Terrors  to  the  conquered ;  but  you  brought 
“  Deftruaion  upon  them,  and  additional  Strength °to 
England.  France  hath  endeavoured  to  fupport  its 
“  Ambition  by  the  Riches  of  India ;  your  Succefs  Sir 
“  hath  only  left  them  the  Burthen  of  Spain,  and  ftripped 

“  them  ofthe  Affiilance  of  it.  TheWealth  of  Spain,  and 
Snips  of  France ,  are,  by  this  Vidlory,  brought  over 
to  our  jufter  Caufe.  This  is  an  Adtion  fo  glorious  in 
<s  the  Performance,  and  fo  extenfive  in  its  Confequence, 
that,  as  all  Times  will  prelerve  the  Memory  of  it,  fo 
“  every  Day  will  inform  us  of  the  Benefit. 

No  douDt,  Sir,  but  in  France ,  you  are  written 
“  in  remarkable  Characters,  in  the  Black  Lift  of  thofe 
who  have  taken  French  Gold  $  and  tis  Juftice  done 
to  the  Duke  of  Ormonde ,  and  your  Merit,  that  fhould 
itand  recorded  in  the  Regifters  of  this  Houfe,  as  the 
foie  Inftrument  of  this  glorious  Vi&ory ;  therefore, 
cc  this  Houfe  came  to  the  following  Refolution. 

Resolved,  Nemine  contradicente ,  That  the 
cc  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
tnonae ,  and  Sir  George  Rookey  for  the  great  and  fignal 
“  Service  performed  by  them,  for  the  Nation,  at  Sea 
and  Land  5  which  Thanks  I  now  return  You”. 

Ta 


\ 
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T  o  this,  Sir  George  Rooke  anfwered, 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I  am  now  under  great  Difficulty,  how  to  exprefs 
myfelf  on  this  very  great  Qccafion :  I  think  myfclf 
very  happy,  that,  in  Zeal  and  Duty  to  your  Service, 
6C  it  hath  been  my  good  Fortune  to  be  the  Inftrument  of 
c(  that  which  may  deferve  your  Notice,  and,  muchv 
fiC  more,  the  Return  of  your  Thanks.  I  am  extremely 
“  fcnfible  cf  this  great  Honour,  and  (hall  take  all  the 
<c  Care  I  can,  to  preferve  it  to  my  Grave,  and  convey 
it  to  my  Pofterity,  without  Spot  or  Blemifh,  by  a 
cc  conftant  AfFedfion,  and  zealous  Perferverance  in  the 
Queen’s,  and  your  Service.  Sir,  No  Man  hath  the 
“  Command  of  Fortune,  but  every  Man  hath  Virtue  at 
his  Will ;  and  though  I  may  not  always  be  fuccefsful, 
<c  in  your  Service,  as  upon  this  Expedition,  yet  I  may 
5C  prefume  to  affure,  I  fhall  never  be  more  faulty. 

6C  I  mult  repeat  my  Inability  to  exprefs  my  felf  upon 
66  this  Occafion  ;  but,  as  I  have  a  due  Senfe  of  the  Ho- 
<c  nour  this  Houfe  hath  been  pleafed  to  do  me,  I  fhall 
cc  always  retain  a  due  and  grateful  Memory  of  it.  And, 
“  though  my  Duty  and  Allegiance  are  ftrong  Obliga- 

tions  upon  me,  to  do  my  belt  in  the  Service  of  my 

* 

“  Country,  I  fhall  always  take  this,  as  a  particular  Tye 
€C  upon  me,  to  do  Right  and  Juftice  to  your  Service, 
u  upon  all  Occafions”. 

Rut,  notwithftanding  the  Queen’s  having  celebrated 
this  Adtion  by  a  Day  of  Thanfgiving ;  that  her  Example 
had  been  imitated  by  the  States- General  5  this  Thanks 
of  the  Ploufe  of  Commons,  and  the  Queen’s  giving  a 
Seat  to  Sir  George  Rooke  in  the  Privy-Council,  it  was 

Refolved 
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Refolved  to  enquire  into  his  CohduCt,  in  the  Houfe  of 
.Lords,  the  Reafon  of  which,  is  very  candidly  given  by 
Bifhop  Burnet ;  he  tells  us,  that  the  Duke  of  Ormonde 
was  extremely  Angry  with  Sir  George  Rooke  ;  had  com¬ 
plained  loudly  of  his  Behaviour  at  Cadiz ,  upon  his  re- 
tuih  Home;  and  though  he  was  afterwards foftned,  that 
is,  in  the  Biihop’s  Opinion,  by  being  made  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland,  yet,  he  had  fpoken  of  the  Matter  to 
fo  many  Lords,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  avoid  an  En¬ 
quiry,  though  he  might  not  then  defire  it.  A  Com¬ 
mittee  was  accordingly  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
to  eAamine  into  the  whole  Affair ;  and  they  did  it  very 
effectually ,  by  not  only  confidenng  the  InftruCtions,  and 
other  Papers  relating  to  the  Cadiz  Expedition ;  but,  by 
fending  for  Sir  George  Rooke ,  and  the  principal  Sea  and 
Land-Officers,  all  of  whom  were  very  ItriCtly  examined. 
In  his  Deience,  the  Bifhop  admits,  that  Sir  George  ar- 
1  signed  his  InftruCtions  very  freely,  and  took  very  little 
Cate  of  a  Miniltry,  which,  according  to  this  Prelate’s 
Account,  took  fo  much  Care  of  him.  The  Truth  of 
the  Matter  was.  Sir  George  fet  the  whole  Affair  in  its 
proper  Light.  He  fhewed,  that  throughout  the  whole 
Expedition,  the  Enemy  had  great  Advantages.  For,  if 
it  v as  ccnfidered  on  the  peaceable  Side,  thCy  had  a  King 
of  Spain,  called  to  the  Succeffion  by  the  Will  of  the  laft 
King,  and  acknowledged  by  the  belt  Part  of  the  Nation} 
whereas,  the  Allies  had  not  then  fet  up  any  other  King, 
but  invited  the  Spaniards  in  general  Terms,  to  fupport 
tue  Interefl  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria ;  which,  was  very 
inconfiftent  with  the  Temper  and  Genius  of  a  Nation 
always  diftinguifhed  for  their  Loyalty.  That,  on  the 
Side  of  War,  the  InftruCtions  feemed  to  contradict  them- 

felvesj 
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felves ;  for,  whereas,  they  were  empowered  to  ufe  Hof- 
tilities,  the  Declaration  promifed  Peace  and  Protection. 
That  confequently,  who  ever  executed  thefe  Inftrudtions, 
would  be  liable  either  to  a  Charge  of  fhewing  too  much 
Pity  and  Concern  for  thofe  People,  or,  of  not  adting 
vigorou fly  in  the  Support  of  the  Common  Caufe ;  and 
Sir  George  obferved,  that  by  endeavouring  to  avoid  giv¬ 
ing  Grounds  for  either,  he  had  drawn  upon  himfelf  both 
thefe  Charges.  For,  whereas,  he  inclined  to  gentle 
Methods,  when  they  firft  came  before  the  Place,  the 
Conftrudtion  given  to  this,  was,  that  he  intended  only 
to  amufe,  and  make  a  Shew  ;  but,  that  finding  this  In¬ 
dulgence  had  no  EfFedt,  and,  that  after  the  Outrages 
committed  at  Pert  St .  Maries ,  there  was  nothing  to  be 
hoped  for  from  the  Spaniards ,  he  propofed  Bombarding 
the  Place  5  which  mull  have  fucceeded,  but  that  the 
Prince  of  Hejfe  Darmjladt ,  protefted  againft  this,  as  an 
Adtion  that  would  alienate  the  People  entirely  from  the 
Intereft  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  5  he  then  thought  that, 
as  fair  Means  would  do  nothing,  and  Force  was  not  to  be 
tried,  the  only  Meafure  left,  was,  to  return  Home.  The 
Committee  made  their  Report,  and  the  Houfe  palled  a 
Vote,  which  fully  juftified  Sir  George  Rooke’s  Conduct ; 
the  Duke  thinking  it  proper  to  be  abfent  upon  that  Oc- 
cafion  r. 

In 


r  The  molt  natural  Account  of  the  Duke’s  Behaviour  is, 
that  when  he  faw  the  unreafonablenefs  of  his  own  Heat,  and 
the  Juftice  of  the  Admiral’s  Sentiments,  clearly  made  out,  he 
was  afhamed  of  the  Trouble  he  had  given  the  Houfe,  and  as 
a  Man  of  Honour,  retired,  that  his  Prefence  might  not  put 
any  of  his  Friends  under  Difficulties.  It  mull  be  likewife 
obferved,  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  not  at  all  difpofed  to 

favour 
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In  the  Year  1703,  Sir  George  Rooke  was  again  at  Sea 
but  waned  fo  long  for  the  Dutch,  that  the  Scheme’ 
which  was  of  his  own  projecting,  became  ineradicable  • 
and,  as  he  was  retrained  from  failing,  when  he  defined’ 
by  Orders  from  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  fo  he  had 
Orders  for  failing,  when  he  thought  the  proper  Time 
part ;  which,  however,  he  obeyed,  and  continued  for 
about  a  Month  upon  the  French  Coafts ;  and  having 
greatly  alarmed  them,  returned  back  with  the  Fleet, 
having  done  lefs,  indeed,  than  he  could  have  wilhed  j  but, 
not  leis  than  might  have  been  expeded  from  a  Fleet  in 
fucn  a  Condition  as  his  was,  failing  fo  late  in  the  Year. 
H.s  Encm.es,  indeed,  faid  then,  as  they  faid  often,  that 
he  intended  to  do  nothing  ;  which  can  fcarce  be  believ¬ 
ed,  fince  he  was  extremely  ill  when  he  took  the  Com¬ 
mand  upon  him ;  growing  worfe,  defired  to  refign  it; 
but  afterwards,  finding  himfelf  better,  put  to  Sea.  This, 
c"'  tainly ,  looked  as  if  he  had  the  Expedition  much  at 
Lean  tor,  though  fome  Men  trifle  with  the  Affairs  of 
their  Country,  yet,  never  any  Man  who  had  common 
Senfe,  ever  played  the  Fool  with  his  own  Health  and 
Safety.  On  his  return,  Sir  George  had  a  fevere  fit  of 
t.ie  Gout,  which  obliged  him  to  go  down  to  Ruth ;  and 
then  it  was  given  out,  that  he  did  this,  becaufe  he  was 
laid  afide.  But  the  contrary  very  fpeedily  appeared ;  Party- 
Meafuies  were  not  yet  fo  flrongly  fupported,  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  any  Event  like  this ;  and,  therefore  upon  his  com¬ 
ing  to  1  own  again,  Sir  George  was  as  well  received  at 
Court  as  ever,  flood  in  the  fame  Light  with  his  Royal 

Highnefs 


favour  Rooke  s  Party,  but  rather  the  Contrary,  as  appears 
by  tne  whole  Proceedings  of  that  Seffion  ;  fo  that  nothing 
can  be  more  partial  than  to  aferibe  this  Vote  to  Partiality. 
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Highnefs  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  and  was  foon  after 
employed  in  a  Station  worthy  of  his  Chara&er,  and  of 
the  high  Ports  he  hajd  already  filled  s. 

A  Refolution  having  been  taken  by  the  Britijh  Mi- 
niftry,  to  fend  over  King  Charles  III.  of  Spain ,  on  board 
our  Fleet ;  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1704,  Sir  George 
Rooke  was  made  choice  of  to  command  the  Ships  of 
War  employed  for  that  purpofc  ;  and  he  (hewed  himfelf 
extremely  a&ive  and  vigilant  in  this  Service.  He  was 
at  Portfmouth  in  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  Febru¬ 
ary  ,  where  he  did  every  Thing  that  could  be  expected 
from  him,  to  haften  the  Expedition  ;  but,  finding  that 
the  Dutch  were  backward  in  fending  the  Ships  that  were 
to  have  joined  the  Fleet,  and  that  the  King  was  ex¬ 
tremely  eager  to  be  gone,  he  very  generourty  made  a 
Propofal  for  the  Furtherance  of  that  Defign  ;  which 
(hews  him  to  have  been  as  hearty  as  any  Admiral  then 
living ;  for  he  offered  to  proceed  with  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty,  without  waiting  for  the  Dutch ,  if  he  could  have 
Affurance  given  him,  that  he  (hould  have  proper  ArtifK 
ance  lent  after  him  to  Lijbon ;  and  this  Affurance  was  no 
more  than  putting  Sir  Cloud ejley  Shovel  at  the  Head  of 
that  Reinforcement.  This  Propofition  was  accepted* 
and  Sir  George  failed  on  the  12th  of  February ,  from  St. 
Helen's,  and  continued  his  Voyage  fo  happily  to  Lijbon $ 
'that  he  arrived  there  fafely  on  the  25th;  the  King  of 
sVol.  IV,  A  a  Spain 


,  s  I  fiave  given  a-  full  Account  of  this  Matter  in  the  former 
Yrolume,  and  therefore,  it  is  unnecefiary  to  detain  the  Reader 
long  upon  it  here.  I  cannot,  however,  help  intimating,  that 
there  feems  to  be  fome  Secret  at  the  Bottom  of  this  Under¬ 
taking  ;  with  which,  hitherto,  the  World  is  not  throughly  ac¬ 
quainted,  and  therefore  cannot  fo  perfe&ly  judge  of  the  ^ Ad¬ 
miral’ s  Conduct, 


* 
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Spain  exprefling  the  higheft  Satisfaflion  in  refpedf  to  the 
Admiral’s  Conduct,  and  the  Zeal  and  Diligence  he  had 
i hewn  in  his  Service.  That  this  proceeded  entirely 
irom  Sentiments  of  Public  Spirit,  and  not  from  any 
Views  of  ingratiating  himfelf  with  that  Monarch,  or 
any  other  foreign  Prince,  is  evident  from  Sir  George's 
refilling  to  gratify  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal , 
in  a  Point  of  Ceremony  which  he  thought  injurious  to 
the  Honour  of  the  Britijh  Flag,  of  which  we  have 
given  a  large  Account  in  the  former  Volume  \  and  yet, 
neither  of  the  Kings  took  this  at  all  amifs,  but  treated 
him  with  the  fame  Regard  and  Efleem  as  before.  When 
the  Expedition  againft  Barcelona  was  fet  on  Foot,  Sir 
George  Rooke  immediately  concurred  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  Power,  and  the  Fleet  arrived  fafely  before  that  City 
in  the  beginning  of  May ;  the  Troops  on  board  were, 
with  great  Difficulty,  made  up  2000  Men,  by  Volun- 
tiers  from  the  Fleet ;  and  yet,  with  this  handful  of 
Forces,  the  Place  might  poffibly  have  been  taken,  if 
the  Partizansof  the  Ploufe  of  Auftria ,  inflead  of  hold¬ 
ing  private  Confultations,  had  taken  fome  vigorous  Re- 
folution,  and  executed  it  immediately  \  but  they  met  fo 
often,  and  to  fo  little  Purpofe,  that  King  Philip's  Vice- 
Roy,  difcotfered  the  Defign,  and  arrefted  the  Perfons 
who  were  at  the  Head  of  it ;  which  deftroyed  the  whole 
Affair,  and  engaged  the  Prince  of  HeJJe  to  defire  the 
Admiral  to  Re-embark  the  Troops,  which  he  accord¬ 
ing]  v  did  b 

C/  j 
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*  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  Lives 
cf  the  Admirals,  vol.  iii,  p.  376,  &c. 


After  the  Attempt  on  Barcelona ,  the  Admiral, 
though  not  joined  by  the  Reinforcement  from  England , 


chafed  the  Brejl  Squadron  into  Toulon  ;  and  having  after¬ 
wards  paffed  through  the  S 'freights- Mouthy  joined  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel ,  with  the  Fleet  under  his  Command,  off 
Lagos  ;  and  continued  cruizing  for  about  a  Month,  in 
expectation  of  Orders  from  Home,  or  from  the  Court 
of  Spain .  On  the  17th  of  July,  being  in  the  Road  of 
Tetuan ,  a  Council  of  War  was  called,  in  which  feveral 
Schemes  were  examined,  but  found  to  be  impracticable  ; 
at  laft.  Sir  George  Rooke  propofed  the  attacking  of 
Gibraltar ,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  immediately  put 
in  Execution;  for,  the  Fleet  arriving  there  on  the  21ft 
of  the  fame  Month,  the  Troops,  which  were  but  1800 
Men,  were  landed  the  fame  Day  ;  the  Admiral  gave  the 
Signal  for  cannonading  the  Place  on  the  22d,  and  by  the 
glorious  Courage  of  the  Englijh  Seamen,  the  Place  was 
taken  on  the  24th,  as  the  Reader  will  fee  by  Sir  George 
Rooke's  own  Account11,  which  we  have  placed  at  the 
Bottom  of  the  Page.  After  this  remarkable  Service, 

A  a  2  the 

u  This  is  to  be  found  in  the  London  Gazette,  No.  404^ 
and,  whoever  confiders  the  Confequence  of  this  Adi  Ion,  and 
compares  it  with  the  Modeily  of  Sir  George  Rooke’s  Ex- 
preffions,  will  need  no  other  Character  of  the  Man. 

The  17th  of  July,  the  Fleet  being  then  about  feven  Leagues 
to  the  Eaftward  of  Tetuan,  a  Council  of  War  was  held  on 
Board  The  Royal  Catherine,  wherein  it  was  refolved  to 
make  a  fudden  Attempt  upon  Gibraltar  ;  and  accordingly  the 
Fleet  failed  thither  ;  and  the  21ft,  got  into  that  Bay  ;  and  at 
three^  o’Ciock  in  the  Afternoon,  the  Marines,  Englifh  and 
Dutch,  to  the  Number  of  1800,  with  the  Prince  of  He  fie  at 
the  Head  of  them,  were  put  on  Shore  on  the  Neck  of  Land 
to  the  Northward  of  the  Town,  to  cut  off  any  Communica¬ 
tion  with  the  Country.  His  Plighnefs  having  poked  his  Men 
there,  fent  a  Summons  to  the  Governor  to  furrender  the 
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the  Dutch  Admiral  thought  of  nothing  but  returning 
Home,  and  a&ually  detached  fix  Men  of  War  to  Lijbon  ; 
fo  little  Appearance  was  there  then  of  any  Engagement. 

But,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft ,  the  French  Fleet,  under 

the 


Place  for  the  Service  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  which  he  reject¬ 
ed  with  great  Obftinacy  ;  the  Admiral,  on  the  22d  in  the 
Morning,  gave  Orders,  That  the  Ships,  which  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to'canncnade  the  Town  under  the  Command  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Byng,  and  Rear-Admiral  Vanderduften,  as  aifo  thofe 
which  were  to  batter  the  South  Mole-head,  commanded  by 
Caotain  Hicks,  of  the  Yarmouth,  fhould  range  themfelves 
accordingly  ;  but  the  Wind  blowing  contrary,  they  could  not 
pcfiibly  get  into  their  Places,  till  the  Day  was  fpent.  In  the 
mean  time,  to  arnufe  the  Enemy,  Captain  Whitaker  was 
fent  with  fome  Boats,  who  burnt  a  French  Privateer  of  twelve 
Guns,  at  the  Mole.  The  23d,  foon  after  break  of  Day,  the 
Ships  being  all  placed,  the  Admiral  gave  the  Signal  for  begin¬ 
ning  the  Cannonade ;  which  was  performed  with  very  great 
Fury,  above  15,000  Shot  being  made  in  five  or  fix  Hours 
Time  again  it  the  Town,  infomuch,  that  the  Enemy  were  foon 
beat  from  their  Guns,  efpecially  at  the  South  Mole-head  : 
Whereupon,  the  Admiral  confidering,  that  by  gaining  the 
Eoitification,  they  fhould  of  Confequence  reduce  the  Town, 
ordered  Captain  Whitaker,  with  all  the  Boats,  armed,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  po fiefs  himfcif  of  it,  which  was  performed  with 
great  Expedition.  But  Captain  Hicks,  and  Captain  Jumper, 
who  lay  next  the  Mole,  had  pufhed  afhore  with  their  Pinna¬ 
ces,  and  fome  other  Boats,  before,  the  reft  could  come  up  ; 
whereupon,  the  Enemy  iprung  a  Mine,  that  blew  up  the  F01- 
tihcations  upon  the  Mole,  killed  two  Lieutenants,  and  about 
forty  Men,  and  wounded  about  fixty.  However,  our  Men 
kept  Pofteflion  of  the  great  Platform,  which  they  had  made 
themfelves  Matters  of ;  and  Captain  Whitaker  landed  with 
the  reft  of  the  Seamen  which  had  been  ordered  upon  this  Ser¬ 
vice  ;  they  advanced  and  took  a  Redoubt,  or  fmall  Baftion, 
half  way  between  the  Mole  and  the  Town,  and  poftefied  them¬ 
felves  of  many  of  the  Enemy’s  Cannon.  The  Admiral  then 
fent  a  Letter  to  the  Governor,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  a  Mef- 
fa?e  to  the  Prince  of  Heffe  to  fend  to  him  a  peremptory  Sum- 
inons;  which  his  Highnefs  did  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  24th 
in  the  Morning,  the  Governor  deliring  to  capitulate,  Holia- 
ges  were  exchanged,  and  the  Capitulation  being  concluded. 
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the  Command  of  the  Count  de  thouloufe ,  was  firft  feen 

at  Sea,  and  appeared  to  be  by  much  the  ftrongeft  that 

had  been  equip’d  during  the  whole  War;  the  hnglijh  Ad- 

a  o  o  miral, 


the  Prince  inarched  into  the  Town  in  the  Evening,  and  took 
Pofleffion  of  the  Land  and  North  Mole-Gates,  and  the  Uu- 
works.  The  Articles  are  in  Subllance  as  follows. 

h  That  the  Garrifon  Officers  and  Soldiers  may  depart  w  h 
their  neceflary  Arms  and  Baggage,  and  the  cers,  an 
Gentlemen  of  the  Town,  may  alfo  carry  them  Horfes  with 
them  ;  they  may  likewife  have  what  Boats  they  lhall  have 

Occafion  for.  ,  _  .r  ,  n-nrrc 

II.  That  they  may  take  out  of  the  Garrifon  three  *  icc.s  . 

Brafs  Cannon  of  different  Weight,  with  twelve  Charges  ot 

Powder  and  Ball.  .  A 

III.  That  they  may  take  Provifions  of  Bread,  W  me,  at; 

Fldh,  for  fix  Day’s  march.  ,  ,  » 

IV.  That  none  of  the  Officers  Baggage  befearchcd,  a 
though  it  be  carried  out  in  Chefts  or  rl  ranks..  Trmt  ti.e  a 
rifon  depart  in  three  Days ;  and  fuch  of  their  Neceflaries  as 
they  cannot  carry  out  with  Conveniency,  may  remain  m  i 
Garrifon,  and  be  afterwards  fent  for  ;  and  that  they  Rail  have 

the  Liberty  to  make  ufe  of  fome  Carts. 

V.  That  fuch  Inhabitants  and  Soldiers,  and  Officers  of  the 
Town,  as  are  willing  to  remain  there,  lhall  have  tne  ame 
Priviledges  they  enjoyed  in  the  Time  of  Charles  II.  and  their 
Religion  and  Tribunals  lhall  remain  untouch’d,  upon  Condition 
that  they  take  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  King  Chanes  .  as 
their  lawful  King  and  Mailer. 

VI.  That  they  lhall  difeover  all  their  Magazines  01  1  owder, 
and  other  Ammunition  or  Provifions  and  Arms  that  may  be  in 


the  City.  r  .  „  , 

VII.  That  all  the  French,  and  Subjeds  of  the  French 
King,  are  excluded  from  any  Part  of  thefe  Capitulations,  and 
all  their  Effefts  fhall  remain  at  our  Difpofal,  and  their  Perions 

Prifoners  of  War.  ,  n 

The  Town  is  extremely  ftrong,  and  had  a  hundred  Guns 
mounted,  all  facing  the  Sea,  and  the  two  narrow  Palles  to  tne 
Land,  and  was  well  fupplied  with  Ammunition.  1  he  Offices 
who  have  viewed  the  Fortifications,  affirm,  There  never  was 
fuch  an  Attack  as  the  Seamen  made  ;  for  that  fifty  Men  mig  t 
have  defended  thofe  Works  againft  Thoufands.  Ever  fines  our 
coming  to  the  Bay,  great  Numbers  of  Spaniards  have  appeared 
on  the  Hills;  but  none  of  them  have  thought  fit  to  advance 
towards  us. 
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mini],  however,  jrefolved  to  do  all  that  lay  in  his  Power, 
to  force  an  Engagement.  I  have  already  given  a  fair 
Account  of  the  Battel  which  followed  off  Malaga  ;  and 
A!-,  the  Reis  lion  publifhed  by  the  French'  Court;  but, 
referved  Sir  Georg  vyn  Account,  as  ' 

pub.nned  by  Authority,  for  this  Place,  to  which,  in¬ 
deed,  it  properly  belongs.  It  was  dated  from  on  Board 
a  i.-i  Royal  Katherine ,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent ,  Aug.  27,  0.  S. 

1704,  and  Addrefied  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George 
of  Denmark 

On  the  9th  Inftant,  returning  from  watering  our 
Ships  on  the  Coail  o.  Darbary ,  to  Gibraltar ,  with 
little  Wind  Eader'y,  cur  Scouts  to  the  Windward, 
made  the  Signals  of  feeing  the  Enemy’s  Fleet ;  which, 
according  to  the  Account  they  gave,  confided  of 
fixty-fix  Sail,  and  were  about  ten  Leagues  to  Wind-  - 
ward  of  us,  A  Council  of  Flag-Officers  was  called, 
wherein  it  was  determined  to  lay  to  the  Ealtward  of 
“  Gibraltar,  to  receive  and  engage  them.  But,  per¬ 
ceiving  that  Night,  by  the  Report  of  their  Signal 
Guns,  that  they  wrought  from  us,  we  followed  them 
tin  the  Morning,  with  all  the  Sail  we  could  make. 

On  the  1  ith,  we  forced  one  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships 
<c  a  Shore,  near  Fucngorolo ;  the  Crew  quitted  her,  fet 
“  her  on  Fire,  and  flie  blew  up  immediately.  We  con- 
tinned  dill  purfuing  them;  and  the  12th,  not  hearing 

o 

<c  any  of  their  Guns  ail  Night,  ncr  feeing  any  of  their 
£C  Scouts  in  the  Morning,  our  Admiral  had  a  Jealoufy 
“  they  might  make  a  Double,  and,  by  the  Help  of 
“  their  Gallies,  flip  between  Us  and  the  Shore  to  the 

“  We  ft  ward  : 


”v  See  the  London-Gazette,  No.  4054. 
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cc  Weft  ward :  So  that  a  Council  of  War  was  called, 

“  wherein  it  was  refolved,  That,  in  cafe  we  did  not  fee 
“  the  Enemy  before  Night,  we  {hould  make  the  belt  of 
“  our  Way  to  Gibraltar ;  but  Handing, into  the  Shore 
«  about  Noon,  we  difcovered  the  Enemy’s  Fleet  and 
u  Gallies  to  the  Weftward,  near  Cape  Malaga,  going 
<c  very  large.  We  immediately  made  all  the  Sail  after 
cc  them,  and  continued  the  Chace  all  Night. 

“  On  Sunday  the  13th,  in  the  Morning,  we  were 
“  v/ithin  three  Leagues  of  the  Enemy,  who  brought 
cc  to,  with  their  Heads  to  the  Southward,  the  Wind 
“  being  Eafterly,  formed  their  Line,  and  lay  to  receive 
“  us.  Their  Line  confifted  of  fifty-two  Ships,  and 
twenty-four  Gallies ;  they  were  very  ftrong  in  the 
Center,  and  weaker  in  the  Van  and  Rear,  to  fup- 
«  ply  which,  moft  of  the  Gallies  were  divided  into 
“  thofe  Quarters.  In  the  Center,,  was  Monfieur  de 
cc  Thouloufe,  with  the  White  Squadron  3  in  the  Van,  the 
cc  White  and  Blue,  and  in  the  Rear,  the  Blue ;  each 
cc  Admiral  had  his  Vice  and  Rear-  Admirals :  Our  Line 
“  confifted  of  fifty-three  Ships,  the  Admiral,  and  Rear- 
“  Admirals  Byng  and  Bilks ,  being  in  the  Centre  ;  Sir 
<c  CloudeJJey  Shovel ,  and  Sir  John  Leake  led  the  Van, 
“  and  the  Dutch  the  Rear. 

“  The  Admiral  ordered  The  Swallow  and  Panther, 
with  The  Lark  and  Newport,  and  two  Fire-fhips,  to 
<c  lie  to  the  Windward  of  us,  that,  in  cafe  the  Enemy’s 
<c  Van  {hould  pufh  through  our  Line  with  their  Gallies, 
4C  and  Fire-fhips,  they  might  give  them  fome  Diverfion. 

((  We  bore  down  upon  the  Enemy  in  Order  of 
cc  Battel,  a  little  after  ten  o’Clock,  when  being  about 
half  Gun-fhot  from  them,  they  fet  all  their  Sails  at 

A  a  4  once, 
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^  once’  and  kerned  to  intend  to  ftretch  a-head  and 
“  wether  us,  fo  that  our  Admiral,  after  firing  a  Chace- 
“  Gun  at  the  French  Admiral,  to  Hay  for  him,  of 
“  which  he  took  no  Notice,  put  the  Signal  out,  and 
££  began  the  Battel,  which  fell  very  heavy  on  The  Royal 
“  Katherine ,  5/.  George,  and  The  Shrewjhury.  About 
“  two  in  the  Afternoon,  the  Enemy’s  Van  gave  way 
cc  to  ours,  and  the  Battel  ended  with  the  Pay,  when 
the  Enemy  went  away  by  the  Help  of  their  Gallies 
cc  to  the  Leeward.  In  the  Night  the  Wind  fliifted  to 
“  the  Northward,  and  in  the  Morning  to  the  Weft- 
ward,  which  gave  the  Enemy  the  Wind  of  us.  We 
lay  by  all  Day,  within  three  Leagues  one  of  another, 
“  repairing  our  Defers  ;  and  at  Night  they  filed,  and 
€i  ftood  to  the  Northward. 

On  the  15th,  in  the  Morning,  the  Enemy  was 
ic  get  four  or  five  Leagues  to  the  Weftward  of  us ;  but 
a  little  before  Noon,  we  had  a  Breeze  of  W'ind  Eaft- 
erly,  with  which,  we  bore  down  on  them  till  four 
o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon  :  It  being  too  late  to  engage, 
“  wo  brought  to,  and  lay  by,  with  our  Heads  to  the 
Northward  all  Night. 

“  On  the  16th,  in  the  Morning,  the  Wind  being 
u  iliil  Ealrerly,  hazy  Weather,  and  having  no  Sight  of 
the  Enemy  or  their  Scouts,  we  filed,  and  bore  away 
to  the  Weflward,  fuppofing  they  wrouid  have  gone 
cc  aw7ay  for  Cadiz  ;  but  being  advifed  from  Gibraltar , 
and  the  Coaft  of  Barbary,  that  they  did  not  pafs  the 
€C  hi tr eights,  we  concluded  they  had  been  fo  feverely 
treated,  as  to  oblige  them  to  return  to  Toulon. 

“  The  Admiral  fays,  he  mull  do  the  Officers  the 
V  Juftice  to  fay,  that  every  Man  in  the  Line  did  his 

•>  i  ' 

cc  Duty 
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Duty  without  the  Jeaft  Umbrage  for  Cenfure  or  Re- 
fledion,  and  that  he  never  obferved  the  true  Englijh 
«  Spirit  fo  apparent  and  prevalent  in  our  Seamen,  as  on 
“  this  Occafion. 

“  This  Battel  is  fo  much  the  more  glorious  to  her 
Majefty’s  Arms,  becaufe  the  Enemy  had  a  Superiority 
“  of  fix  hundred  great  Guns,  and  likewife  the  Advan- 
cc  tage  of  cleaner  Ships,  being  lately  come  out  of  Port, 

<c  not  to  mention  the  great  Ufe  of  their  Gallies,  in  tow- 
“  ing  on  or  off  their  great  Ships,  and  in  fupplying  them 
with  frefh  Men  as  often  as  they  had  any  killed  or  dil- 
“  abled.  But  all  thefe  Difadvantages  were  furmounted 
by  the  Bravery  and  good  Condud  of  our  Officers, 
“  and  the  undaunted  Courage  of  our  Seamen.” 

On  the  return  of  Sir  George  Rooke  to  P or tf mouth , 
and  coming  up  from  thence  to  London ,  he  was  extreme¬ 
ly  well  received  by  the  Queen  ;  but,  unluckily  for  him, 
the  Battel  of  Malaga  was  fome  way  or  other  compared 
to  that  of  Blenheim ,  which  was  fought  the  fame  Year  ; 
which  made  the  Matter  of  Fad  a  Point  of  Party-Debate, 
and  in  the  Addrefies  fent  up  from  all  Parts  of  her  Ma- 
jefty’s  Dominions,  the  Whigs  took  all  imaginable  Care 
to  magnify  the  Duke  of  Marlborough' s  Succefs,  without 
faying  a  Word  of  the  Vidory  at  Sea  ;  whereas  the 
Tories  were  equally  zealous  in  their  Compliments  upon 
both  5  and,  to  fay  the  Truth,  both  of  thefe  Battels  were 
decifive;  that  of  Blenheim  put  an  End  to  the  Authority 
of  France  in  the  Empire,  as  that  of  Malaga  extinguish¬ 
ed  the  French  Power  at  Sea.  Amongft  thefe  Addrefies, 
the  following  was  the  mod  remarkable ;  it  was  preferred 
by  Sir  Richard  Vyvyan ,  Bart,  and  James  Buller ,  Efq; 
Knights  of  the  Shire  for  the  County  of  Cornwall ,  at¬ 
tended 
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•.ended  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  Boroughs  in  that 
County,  and  the  principal  Gentry,  introduced  by  the 
Loid  Granville ,  Lord  Warden  of  the  Stannaries  :  the 
Addrefs  itfelf  being  penned  by  a  Relation  of  his,  whofe 
Writings  will  always  do  Honour  to  the  Etiglifb  Lan¬ 
guage  x. 

i 

“  To  the  QU  E  E  N’s  molt  excellent  Majefty. 

It 

cc  Permit,  Madam,  the  Landlords,  Bounders,  Ad- 
“  venturers,  and  whole  Body  of  the  Tinners  of  Corn- 
“  wall, with  Hearts  full  of  all  dutiful  Acknowledgements, 
“  to  approach  your  Majefty,  who  want  Words  to  Ex- 
prefs  their  Gratitude,  their  Joy,  their  Admiration,  for 
tne  wonderful  Succels  of  your  Majefty ’s  Arms,  un¬ 
der  the  Conduct  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Mart- 
<c  borough. 

“  Never  was  Succefs  greater  in  all  its  Circum- 
fiances,  a  Dehgn  more  wifely  formed,  more  lecretly 
<c  carried  on,  fo  efFedtually  fupported  from  Home,  fo 
“  vigor oufly  executed  Abroad,  on  which,  no  Ids  than 
the  Liberty  of  Europe  depended  y  a  Caufe  worthy 
“  the  belt  of  Princes,  a  Victory  worthy  the  greateft  of 
“  Generals,  which  will  tranfmit  to  all  future  Ages, 

your  Majefty’s  Name  truly  Great ;  great  for  Deliver- 
46  ance,  not  for  Oppreffion. 

“  But,  his  not  enough  that  your  Majefty  Triumphs 
at  Land  ;  to  complete  your  Glory,  your  Forces  at 
Sea  have  hkewife  done  Wonders.  A  fleet  fo  much 
mfeiioi,  in  10  ill  a  Condition,  by  being  lo  long  out, 

“  in  fuch  want  of  Ammunition,  by  taking  Gibraltar 

“  without 
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cc  without  Gallies,  which  were  of  fo  great  Service  to  the 
cc  Enemy  :  All  thefe  Difad  van  Cages  confidered,  nothing 
“  certainly  could  equal  the  Conduct  of  your  -Admiral, 
«  the  Bravery  of  your  Officers,  the  Courage  of  your 
«  Seamen,  during  the  Engagement,  but  their  Conduft, 
<c  their  Bravery,  and  their  Courage  after  it,  whereby  they 
'  “  perfected  a  Viftory,  which  otherwife,  in  human  Pro- 
“  bability,  mull  have  ended  in  an  Overthrow  ;  an  Ac- 
(C  tiorf  as  great  in  itfelf,  as  happy  in  its  Confequences. 

cc  May  your  Majefty  never  want  fuch  Commanders 
cc  by  Sea  and  Land,  fuch  Adminiftration  in  the  Manage- 
meht  of  the  public  Treafure,  which  fo  much  con- 
tributes  to  the  Succefs  of  Armies  and  of  Fleets. 
cc  May  your  Majefty  never  want  (what  fure  you 
«  never  can)  the  Hearts,  the  Hands,  the  Purfes,  of  all 
6C  your  People.  Had  not  we  (Madam)  of  this  Country, 
inherited  the  Loyalty  of  our  Anceftors  (which  ycur 
u  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  fo  gracioufly  to  remember) 
fuch  Obligations  muft  have  engaged  the  utmoft  Re- 
u  fpedt ;  and  fuch,  all  of  us  will  ever  pay  to  your  facred 
Perfon  and  Government,  as  with  one  Voice  we  daily 
<c  pray,  Long  live  Queen  Anne,  to  whom  many  Na- 
<c  tions  owe  their  Prefer vation. 5 ’ 

This,  and  fome  other  Addrefles  of  the  like  Nature, 
alarmed  the  Miniftry  extremely  ;  and  they  took  fo  much 
Pains  to  hinder  Sir  George  Rooke  from  receiving  the  Com¬ 
pliments  ufual  upon  fuch  SuccefTes,  that  it  became  vifible, 
he  muft  either  give  way,  or  a  Change  happen  in  the 
Adminift ration.  Yet,  even  the  Weight  of  the  Miniftry 
could  not  prevent  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  Com¬ 
plimenting  the  Queen,  exprefly  upon  the  Advantages 
obtained  at  Sea,  under  the  Conduct  of  our  Admiral  j  but 

the 
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tne  Houfe  of  Lords,  who  were  under  a  more  immediate 
Influence  at  that  Time,  was  entirely  filent ;  the  Commons 
however,  as  if  they  intended  to  pulh  this  Matter  as  far  as 
it  would  go,  prefented  another  Addrefs  on  the  2d  of  No¬ 
vember,  in  which,  they  defired  her  Majefty  to  bellow  a 
.bounty  upon  the  Seamen  and  Land-Forces,  who  had  be¬ 
haved  themfelves  lb  gallantly  in  the  late  Adtions  at  Sea 

✓ 

and  Land  y.  This  determined  the  Point,  and  Sir  George 
Rooke  perceiving,  that,  as  he  rofe  with  Credit  with  his 
Country,  he  loll:  his  Intereft  in  thofe  at  the  Helm,  re- 
folved  to  retire  from  public  Bufinefs,  and  prevent  the 
Affairs  of  the  Nation  from  receiving  any  Difturbance 
upon  his  Account.  Thufe,  immediately  after  he  had  rerr 
dered  fuch  important  Services  to  his  Country,  as  the  ta¬ 
king  the  Fortrefs  of  Gibraltar ,  and  beating  the  whole 
Naval  Force  of  France  in  the  Battel  of  Malaga)  the  la ft 
Engagement  which  happened  between  thefe  two  Nations 
at  Sea)  he  was  con  drained  to  quit  his  Command  ;  and  as 
tne  *1  ories  had  before  driven  the  Earl  of  Orford  from 
his  Pod:,  immediately  after  the  glorious  Viblory  at  La 
Hogue ,  fo  the  Whigs  returned  them  the  Compliment, 
by  making  ufe  of  their  Afcendancy  to  the  like  good 
Purpofe,  with  regard  to  Sir  George  Rooke:  Such  is  the 
E fie (51  of  Party  Spirit  in  general !  fuch  the  Heat  with 
which  it  proceeds  !  fuch  its  dangerous  and  deftrudtive 
E [Feeds  with  refpebl  to  the  Welfare  of  the  State  z. 

After 


7  See  Chandler’s  Debates,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  Annalsof 
Queen  Anne,  Sec. 

Burcnt  t,  Bui  net,  Oidmixon,  Complete  Ui (lory  of  Europe, 
for  the  Year  1709,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Life  of  Queca 
Anne,  Memoirs  of  Sir  George  R.ooke,  &c. 
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After  this  ftrange  Return  for  the  Services  he  had 
done  his  Country,  Sir  George  Roole  pafled  the  Remainder 
of  his  Days  as  a  private  Gentleman,  and  for  the  moa 
Part  at  his  Seat  in  Kent,  His  Zeal  for  the  Church,  and 
his  ftridt  Adherence  to  the  Tories,  made  him  the  Darling 
of  one  Set  of  People,  and  expofed  him  to  the  Averfion 
of  another ;  which  is  the  Reafon  that  an  Hiftorian  hi  ds 
it  difficult  to  obtain  his  true  Character,  from  the  Writ¬ 
ings  of  thofe  who  flouriffied  in  the  fame  Period  of 
Time.  For  my  Part,  I  have  ftudied  his  A&ions,  and 
his  Behaviour,  and  from  thence  have  collected  what  I 
have  delivered  of  him,  without  Favour  or  Prejudice ;  he 
was  certainly  an  Officer  of  great  Met  it,  if  either  Con¬ 
duit  or  Courage  could  entitle  him  to  that  Chara&ci. 
The  former  appeared  in  his  Behaviour  on  trie  hljh  op¬ 
tion,  in  his  wife  and  prudent  Management,  vlieu  ht 
preferved  fo  great  a  Part  of  the  Smyrna  Fieet,  ana  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  taking  of  Gibraltar ,  which  was  a  Project 
conceived  and  executed  in  lefs  than  a  Week.  Of  his 
Courage,  he  gave  abundant Teftimonies;  but  efpecially  m 
burning  the  French  Ships  at  La  Hogue ,  and  in  the  Lat.e^ 
of  Malaga ,  where  he  behaved  with  all  the  Refolution  of 
a  Briti/h  Admiral ;  and  as  he  was  firft  in  Command,  was 
firft  alfo  in  danger.  In  Party-Matters,  he  was  perhaps 
too  warm  and  eager,  for  all  Men  h<.vc  their  tailinc., 
even  the  greateft  and  bell  ;  but  in  Adlion,  he  waj  per 
fedtly  cool  and  temperate,  gave  his  Orders  with  the  ut 
molt  Serenity,  and  as  he  was  careful  in  marking  the 
Conduit  of  his  principal  Officers,  fo  his  Candour  and 
Jufhce  were  always  confpicuous  in  the  Accounts  he  gave 
of  them  to  his  Superiors ;  he  there  knew  no  1  a.  tv ,  no 
private  Confiderations,  but  commended  Merit  wherever 
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f.  appeared.  He  had  a  Fortitude  of  Mind  that  enabled 

;m  tobdlave  wi£h  Dignity  upon  all  Occafions,  in  the 
Hay  of  Examination  as  well  as  in  the  Day  of  Battel  • 
and  though  he  was  more  than  once  called  to  the  Bar  of 
tne  Houfe  of  Commons,  yet  he  always  efcaped  Cenfure ; 
as  he  Itkewtfe  did  before  the  Lords  ;  not  by  lifting  the 

MUU  uP°n  others>  or  meanly  complying  with  the  Tem- 

per  Cf  -the  Dtmes  j  but  by  maintaining  fleadily,  what  he 
t  ought  right,  and  fpeaking  his  Sentiments  with  that 
r  reeaom  which  becomes  an  Englijhman,  whenever  his 
onduft  in  his  Country’s  Service  was  brought  in  Queftion. 
in  a  Word,  he  was  equally  Superior  to  popular  Clamour, 
P°Pular  Applaufe  ;  but,  above  all,  he  had  a  noble 
Contempt  for  foreign  Interefts,  when  incompatible  with 
°ur  own,  and  knew  not  what  it  was  to  feek  the  Favour 
cl  the  Great,  but  by  performing  fuch  Adtions  as  deferved 
it.  In  his  private  Life,  he  was  a  good  Huiband,  and  a 
kind  Mailer,  lived  hofpitably  towards  his  Neighbours, 
ana  left  behind  him  a  moderate  Fortune :  So  moderate5 
that  when  he  came  to  make  his  Will,  it  furprized  thofe’ 
who  were  prefent  ;  but  Sir  George  afligned  the  Reafon 
in  few  Words.  I  do  not  leave  much,  Laid  he,  but  what 
reave  was  honeitly  gotten,  it  never  coil  a  Sailor  a  Tear, 
or  the  Nation  a  Farthing.  As  to  this  laft  Article,  I  can¬ 
not  but  take  Notice,  that,  even  after  he  was  laid  afide 
a  Privy  Seal  was  offered  him  for  the  palling  his  Accounts,5 
but  he  refuted  it,  and  made  them  up  in  the  ordinary 
"Way,  and  with  all  the  Exadlnefs  imaginable. 

Trfi.  Gout,  which  had  for  many  Years  greatly  afflic¬ 
ted  him,  brought  him  at  Jail  to  his  Grave,  on  the  24th 
01  January  1708-9,  in  the  58th  Year  of  his  Age.  Sir 
George  was  thrice  married;  firil  to  Mrs.  Mary  Howe,  the 

Daughter 
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Daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Howe ,  of  Cold  Berwick ,  in  the 
County  of  Wilts,  Baronet :  next,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Luttercl , 
Daughter  of  Colonel  Francis  Luttercl ,  of  Dunjler-Caflle , 
in  Somerfetfmre ,  who  died  in  Child-bed  of  her  firft  Child, 
in  the  Month  of  1702;  and  laftly,  to  Mrs. 

Katherine  Knatchbull,  Daughter  to  Sir  - Knatchbull , 

of  Merjbam- Hatch ,  on  the  County  of  Baronet ; 

by  which  Wives,  he  left  only  one  Son,  born  of  the  Se¬ 
cond,  George  Roolc ,  Efq;  the  foie  Heir  of  his  Fortune. 
But,  his  Executors  took  Care  to  fecure  his  Memory,  by 
ereding  a  beautiful  Monument  in  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  Canterbury ,  with  an  excellent  Character  of  the  De- 
ceafed  inferibed  thereon,  and  which,  as  well  for  the 
Beauty  of  the  Stile,  as  the  exad  fettling  of  Fads  and 
Dates,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  exhibit,  at  the  Clofe  of 
this  Life;  the  rather,  becaufe  it  is  among  the  fmall  Num¬ 
ber  of  Infcriptions,  which  feem  to  be,  in  fome  Meafure, 
equal  to  the  Worth  of  the  eminent  Perfons  whofe  Praifes 
they  record.  The  Executors  of  Sir  George  Rooks,  were 
William  Broadnax ,  and  Samuel  Miller,  Efqrs. 

I.  M.  S. 

Georgii  Rooke  Militis, 

Gulielmi  Rooke  Militis  ftlii, 

Anglias  Vice  -  Admirallii 
Oh  quantum  eft  hiftoriae  in  ifto  nomine! 

At  quantillum  hie  tit-ulus  potis  eft  enarrare  ! 

Profugientibus  ex  Acie  Gallis  Anno  Mdcxcii. 

Ipfe  aperta  Cymbula. 

Immiftus  tormentorum  globis, 

Imbribufque  glandium 
(Tot  Gallis  teftibus  credite  pofteri) 

U1  trices 
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U]  trices  primus  flammas  aptans. 

Naves  Bellicas  XII I.  juxta  La  Hogue  combuffit 
Compofitis  dehinc  inter  Suevum  et  Danum  , 
Summo  confilio,  et  juditia  difcordiis ; 
pacato  feptentrione,  ad  Meridiem  fe  convert'd* 
Iteiumque  exuftaaut  capta  ad  V^gonem 
Tota  Praefidiatrice  hoftium  Claffe, 

Atque  onerariis  immenfae  molis  argento  foetis 
In  Patriam  feliciter  addudis, 

Opimam  praedam,  fide  integerrima 
In  Tprarium  publicum  deportavit* 
Gibraltariam  copiis  navalibus 
Paucioribus  horis  cepit 
Quam  poftea  menfibus  irrito  conatu 
Julius  obfidebat  exercitus. 

Et  eadem  fere  impreffione 
Indrudifimam  Gallorum  claflem 
i  Inferior  multo  viribus, 

Confilio  &  fortitudine  longe  fuperior. 

Non  denuo  in  aciem  prodituram,  profligavit* 
f  Carolo  III.  ad  folium 
Sic  J  Hifpaniis  ad  Libertatem 
(  Europae  adpacem 
His  atque  alirs  exantlatis  laboribus 
Heroi  Chridiano, 

Ob  egregiam  in  Ecclefiam  pietatem 
Ob  fidem  Gulielmo  Magno, 

Et  ANNl  OPTIMA 
Sandiffime  femper  praeditam ; 

Ob  Nomen  Britannicum  per  terrarum  Orbem 
Amplificatum  &  decoratum  ; 

J  N 

Non  titulos  fuperbos 
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Non  opes  invidiofas, 

Nec  inanes  vulgi  plaufus ; 

Sed  optimae  mentis  confcientiam, 

Bonorum  amorem  omnium, 

Otium  n  paternis  fedibus, 

Et  mortem  in  Chrifto  conceflit  Deus. 

Obiit  XXIV  die  Januar.  Anno  ^Etat.  fuas  LVIII.  Chrifti 

MDCCVIII. 

M  emoirs  of  GEORGE  CHURCHIL L, 

'  j Efqy  Admiral  of  the  White ,  one  of  the  Lord 
High  Admiral's  Council ,  Groom  of  the  Bed-Cham¬ 
ber  to  Prince  GEORGE  Denmark, &c0 

AS  there  are  fome  who  feem  borh  to  eafy  Fortunes, 
and  to  a  fafe  and  quiet  Paflage  through  the 
V/orld ;  fo  there  are  others  unlucky  enough  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  expofed  to  Envy,  though  not  excluded  from 
Honours.  This  arifes  from  different  Caufes,  but  chiefly* 
from  the  want  of  popular  Talents,  of  which  fome  are 
deprived  by  Nature,  and  others  negle6l  the  Ufe.  I 
cannot  fay  whether  the  firft  was  the  Misfortune,  or  the 
fecond  the  Fault,  of  the  Gentleman  whofe  Life  I  am  at 
prefent  to  confider ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  few  Men 
were  expofed  more  to  Envy  than  he ;  efpecially  if  we 
confider,  that  he  arofe  no  higher  in  his  Profeflion,  than 
might  feem  the  juft  Reward  of  his  Services.  But,  how¬ 
ever  he  might  be  perfecuted  by  this  Spirit  in  his  life¬ 
time,  there  feems  to  be  no  Reafon,  that  the  Effe&s  of 
popular  Diilike  fhould  attend  his  Memory ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  it  fhail  be  my  Bufinefs  to  give  as  clear  and  candid 
Vql.  IV.  B  b  an 
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an  Account  of  his  Adlions  as  I  can  ;  and  this,  without 
any  Bias  either  from  Favour  or  Prejudice. 

FI  e  was  the  fecond  Son  (his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  being  the  Eldeft)  of.  Sir  Winjlon  Churchill , 
Knt.  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Green-Cloth,  and  of  a 
worthy  Family  in  Dorfetjhire .  He  was  born  in  the 
Year  1652,  and  entered  early  into  the  Sea-Service, 
where  he  always  behaved  with  great  Courage  and  Re¬ 
putation,  which  added  to  the  Intereft  of  his  Family, 
procured  him  the  Command  of  a  Man  of  War,  before 
he  was  quite  thirty,  which  was  a  Thing  very  unufual 
in  thofe  Days.  In  the  Reign  of  King  James  II.  he 
was  made  Captain  of  The  Neivcajlle,  a  fourth  Rate ;  and 
loon  after  the  Revolution,  he  had  a  Third  Rate  given 
him.  In  the  famous  Battel  of  La  Hogue,  he  command¬ 
ed  The  St.  Andrew ,  a  fecond  Rate,  in  which  he  per¬ 
formed  as  good  Service  as  any  Officer  in  the  Fleet,  ac¬ 
cording  to  all  the  Accounts  that  were  publilhed  of  that 
Engagement  ;  and  yet,  very  foon  after,  he  quitted  the 
Service,  for  which  feveral  Reafons  were  affigned  \  but 
the  true  One  is  faid  to  have  been  the  Promotion  of  Co¬ 
lonel  Aylmer  to  the  Rank  of  Rear  -  Admiral,  who  be- 
ing  a  younger  Officer,  Mr.  Churchill  could  not  think 
of  ferving  under  him,  but  retired  and  lived  privately  for 
fame  Y ears.  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  cenfure  this 
Part  of  his  Conduct ;  though  I  mutt  fay,  that  I  think  it 
would  be  a  very  difficult  Talk  to  juftify  it,  fince  every 
Man  is  bound  to  ferve  his  Country,  whether  he  be  re¬ 
warded  or  not ;  and  therefore,  every  Refignation  of  this 
fort,  is  ulUally  attributed  to  a  narrow  and  felfilh  Spirit, 
though  it  is  not  impoffible  it  may  fpring  from  a  nobler 
Principle ;  however,  it  is  better,  certainly,  to  avoid  fuch 
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Steps  in  one’s  Condud,  as  are  liable  to  fuch  finilter  In¬ 
terpretations. 

In  the  Year  1699,  he  had  an  Opportunity  of  coming 
again  into  Bufinefs ;  for  the  Current  then  bore  fo  hard 
on  the  Earl  of  Orford ,  who  was  at  the  Head  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  he  found  it  neceflary  to  relign  ;  upon 
which,  Colonel  George  Churchill  was,  amongft  others, 
put  into  the  CommifTion,  in  which  he  continued  near 
two  Years;  and  then  King  William  was  pleafed  to  de¬ 
clare  Thomas  Earl  of  Pembroke  Lord  High  Admiral, 
which  threw  him  out  again,  though  but  for  a  very  (hort 
Time ;  fince,  upon  the  Acceflion  of  Queen  Anney  and 
the  Promotion  of  Prince  George  of  Denmark  to  be 
Lord  High  Admiral,  he  was  appointed  one  of  his  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  was  reflored  to  his  Rank  in  the  Navy,  which 
was  chiefly  owing  to  the  high  Degree  of  Favour  in 
which  he  flood  with  his  Royal  Highnefs  ;  who,  among 
many  other  Virtues  which  adorned  his  Character,  was 
for  none  more  remarkable  than  for  Readily  fupporting 
fuch  as  he  had  once  honoured  with  his  Friendfhip.  His 
being  made  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  had  the  fame  Effed 
upon  Admiral  Aylmer ,  as  the  Promotion  of  that  Gentle¬ 
man  had  a  fe\v  Years  before  upon  Mr.  Churchill ;  for 
he  immediately  quitted  the  Service,  and  remained  for 
feveral  Years  unemployed.  But,  whatever  Satisfadion 
Mr.  Churchill  might  receive  from  this  Vidory  over  his 
Rival,  it  is  very  certain,  that  he  could  not  be  Paid  to  en¬ 
joy  much  Pleafure  in  the  Poll  to  which  he  was  railed  ; 
for  during  the  fix  Years  he  fat  at  that  Board,  as  his  Royal 
Highnefs’s  Council  were  continually  attacked,  fo  Mr, 
Churchill ,  in  particular,  had  a  double  Portion  of  that 
Spight  and  Refentment  devolved  upon  him ;  with  which 
our  great  Lofles  at  Sea  infpired  many  of  our  Merchants, 

B  b  2  and 
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and  this  was  very  probably  increafed  by  the  Warmth  of 
the  Admiral’s  Temper,  who  had  a  very  free  way  of 
fpeaking,  and  took  perhaps  too  great  Liberties  with  Men 
of  fuch  Importance.  For,  as  the  Naval  Power  of  Great 
Britain  arifes  from  her  extenfive  Trade,  and  the  Number 
of  Ships  employed  therein,  it  is  very  certain,  that  there 
is  a  great  Refpedt  due  to  thofe  who  carry  cn  that  Trade, 
and  are  thereby  inflrumental  to  the  Wealth,  Profperity, 
and  Grandeur  of  this  Nation,  which  are  all  founded  upon 
its  Commerce.  However,  Mr.  Churchill  maintained 
himfelf  by  his  Intereft  with  Prince  George ,  not  only 
againft  the  Clamours  of  the  many,  and  the  Intrigues 
of  the  few,  but  againfl:  feveral  Addreflesand  Reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  were  particularly 
calculated  for  his  Removal. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  dying  on  the  28th  of  October 
1708,  the  Commiffion  which  impowered  his  Council 
to  aft,  naturally  determined;  and  thenceforward  Admiral 
Churchill  led  a  private  Life,  at  a  pleafant  Houfe  he  had 
in  Windfor-Park ,  where  he  had  the  fineft  Aviary  that 
was  ever  feen  in  Britain ,  which  he  had  collected  with 
great  Care  and  at  a  vaft  Expence.  This  Collection  of 
Birds,  at  his  Deceafe,  he  left  to  his  two  intimate  Friends 
and  Patrons,  James  Duke  of  Ormonde ,  and  Arthur  Earl 
of  Lorrington .  He  was  never  married,  but  dying  in 
very  good  Circumflances,  he  left  the  beft  Part  of  his 
Fortune  to  his  Natural  Son.  He  deceafed  on  the  8th 
of  May  1710,  in  the  58th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  was 
buried  with  great  Funeral  Solemnity  in  the  South  Idle  of 
Wejlminjler  -  Abbey  ^  where  a  beautiful  Monument  has 
been  erected  to  his  Memory,  with  the  following  elegant 
Latin  Infcription ;  which  I  infert  as  one  of  the  molt 
curious  Pieces  of  its  Kind  that  is  any  where  to  be  met 
v  !  with ; 
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with  *  and  as  it  contains  a  very  full  Character  of  him, 

I  need  not  add  any  thing  further  upon  that  Subjedt. 

P.  S.  E. 

GEORGIUS  CHURCHILL 
Winftonii  Equitis  Aurati  ex  Agro  Dorceftrienfi  ,  .j 

Filius  natu  Secundus  ; 

Invidiffimi  Duds  Marlburii 
Fra  ter  non  indignus. 

A  prima  juventute  Militiae  nomen  dedit 
Et  fub  Regibus  Carolo  et  Jacobo 
Terra  Mariq; 

Multa  cum  laude  meruit. 

Sereniffimo  Principi  Georgio  de  Dania 
Per  Virginti  plus  Annos  a  Cubiculis 
Fide,  Obfequio,  Moribus 
Gratum  fe  reddidit  et  Charum. 

1  Regnante  Gulielmo 

Quo  die  Claffis  Gallica  ab  Anglis 
Ad  oras  Neuftriae  fugata  et  combufta  eft 
(Die  Temper  memorabili) 

Eo  Animi  vigore  et  fortitudine  pugnavit. 

Quo  Ducem  Anglum  decuit 
Mox  ab  eodem  Rege, 

/Fquiffimo  meritorum  Judice, 

IJnus  e  Commiflariis  Admiralliae  conftitutus 

1 

Res  Maritimas,  quarum  erat  peritiffimus, 

Curavit  diu  et  ornavit 
Sub  fceliciffimo  demum  Annae  imperio 
Inftaurato  iterum  Bello  contra  Gallos, 

Infeftiflimos  Hoftes  Britanni  Nominis 
Ex  Admirallis  Unus 
Et  Celfiffimo  Principi  Daniaa 

B  b  3  Magnze 
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Magnas  totius  Britannia  Admirallo 
Faftus  e  Confiliis 

Cur  arum  omnium  et  laborum  particeps 
Domino  fuo 

Fceliciffimam  navabat  operam, 

Donee  fraftae  Gallorum  vires 
Toto  Mari  cefierant. 

Inde  Principis  optimi  lateri  adhaerens 
Ad  extremum  ufq;  diem 
Omnia  grati  piiq;  Animi  officia 
Perfolvit : 

Laboribus  tandem  et  morbis  confedlus. 

Inter  amplexus  &  Iachrymas 
Amicorum,  Clientum,  et  Servorum, 

Quos  Humanus,  Officiofus,  Liberalise 
Gratos  devinftos  &  Fideles  habuit, 

Pius,  tranquillus,  animofus,  cselebs 
Obijt  viii.  Maij, 

LVIIL 

MDCCX. 
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Knt.  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red. ,  one  of  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty ,  and  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  to  Prince  GEORGE  of  Denmark,  &c . 

AMONG  other  Reafons,  of  which  there  are 
many,  for  preferving,  as  far  as  pofiible,  the  Me¬ 
moirs  of  eminent  Perfons  deceafed,  and  who  have  rofe 
to  that  Degree  of  Eminence  by  the  Services  they  have 
rendered  to  their  Country,  this  is  one,  and  that  not  the 
leafl  confiderable,  viz .  To  encourage  others  to  aft  as 

they  * 
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they  have  done,  and  to  deferve  like  Honours,  from  a 
like  Conduct.  It  is  certainly  the  higheft  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  Merit,  to  fee,  that  in  preceeding  Times,  Men 
have  rifen  thereby  to  the  higheft  Honours,  of  which 
their  Profeffions  were  capable;  and  this  without  the 
Countenance  of  great  Relations,  or  the  Afliftance  of 
any  other  Friends,  than  thofe  procured  to  them  by  their 
own  Defert.  But,  if  this  be  a  Thing  of  Confequence 
in  every  Profeffion,  it  is  much  more  fo,  in  refpedt  to 
Naval  Affairs ;  for  as  there  are  none  of  the  Sybjefts  of 
Great  Britain  more  ufeful,  or  more  honourable  to  their 
Country,  than  fuch  as  are  employed  in  the  Navy,  fo 
there  is  nothing  that  contributes  fo  highly  to  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  that  generous  Spirit,  and  invincible  Courage,  by 
which  they  have  been  always  diftinguifhed,  as  the 
Thoughts  of  their  being  able  to  rile  in  their  own  Pro- 
felfion,  by  mere  Dint  of  Merit,  and  without  borrowing 
any  help  from  thofe  kinds  of  Arts,  to  which,  from  their 
Education,  and  manner  of  living,  they  muft  be  necef- 
farily  Strangers.  This  it  was  that  chiefly  induced  me  to 
preferve  fuch  Fragments,  as  I  could  gather  up  in  relation 
to  the  Life  of  Sir  David  Mitchell ,  who  w7as  raifed  with¬ 
out  Envy,  lived  with  univerfal  Reputation,  and  died  with 
the  Charadler  of  an  experienced  Seaman,  and  a  wor¬ 
thy  honeft  Gentleman. 

He  was  defcended  from  a  very  worthy  Family  in 
Scotland ,  though  of  fmall  Fortune;  and  at  the  Age  of 
iixteen,  was  put  out  Apprentice  to  the  Mailer  of  a 
trading  VefTel,  who  lived  at  Leith ;  with  him,  Mr. 
Mitchell  continued  feven  Years,  and  afterwards  ferved  as 
a  Mate  aboard  feveral  other  Ships,  efpecially  in  North¬ 
ern  Voyages ;  by  which  he  not  only  acquired  great 

B  b  4  Skill 
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Skill  as  a  Seaman,  but  alfo  attained  moft  modern  Lan. 
guages  5  which, f  with  his  great  Knowledge  in  the  Ma- 
thematicks,  and  other  genteel  Accomplifhments,  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  the  Favour  of  his  Officers,  after  he  had 
been  prefled  to  Sea  in  the  Dutch  Wars.  At  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  he  was  made  a  Captain,  and  being  diftinguifhed 
by  his  great  Skill  in  Maritime  Affairs,  and  known  to 
be  firmly  attached  to  that  Government,  he  was  very 
foon  taken  IS  otice  of,  and  promoted  ;  fo  that  in  the 
Year  1693,  he  commanded  the  Squadron  that  convoyed 
the  King  to  Holland ,  and  having  by  this  means  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  converfing  freely  and  frequently  with  his 
Majeffy,  became  much  in  his  Favour,  fo  that  in  the 
next  Promotion,  he  was  made  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
Elue  ;  and  not  long  after,  appointed  one  of  the  Grooms 
of  his  Majeffy ’s  Bed-chamber.  In  1694,  Sir  David 
Mitchell,  being  Knight  and  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red, 
failed  with  Admiral  Ru£el  into  the  Mediterranean ;  and 
on  the  Admiral’s  Return  Home,  he  was  appointed  to 
command  in  Chief  a  Squadron  left  in  thofe  Seas;  in 
which  Commiffion  he  behaved  himfelf  with  great  Re¬ 
putation  ;  and  in  1696,  ferved  under  Sir  George  Rookey 
with  whom  he  lived  in  great  Friendfliip,  notwithffand- 
ing  he  owed  his  Rife  and  Fortunes  in  fome  Meafure  to 

the  Kindnefs  of  Admiral  RuJJel ,  afterwards  Earl  of  Ox¬ 
ford. 

I  have  already  taken  Notice  in  the  former  Volume, 
that  he  brought  over,  and  carried  back,  his  Czarijh  Ma- 
jelly  Peter  the  Great ,  Emperor  of  RuJJia ,  who  was  fo 
extremely  pleafed  with  the  Company  of  Sir  David 
Mitchell  (from  whom,  he  often  profeffed,  he  learned 
more  of  Maritime  Affairs,  than  from  any  other  Perfon 

whatever) 
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whatever)  that  he  offered  him  the  higheft  Preferments 
in  Mufcovy>  if  he  would  have  accompanied  him  thither ; 
but  this  Propofal  was  not  agreeable  either  to  Sir  David’s 
Circumftances,  or  Inclinations  ;  for  having,  on  the 
Death  of  Sir  Fleetwood  Sheppard ,  been  appointed  Gentle¬ 
man  Uffier  of  the  Black  Rod,  and  having  alfo  his  Pay 
as  a  Vice-Admiral,  he  had  no  Reafon  to  quit  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  his  Native  Country,  even  to  oblige  fo  great  a 
Prince.  His  Skill  and  Condudf  as  a  Seaman,  and  his 

**  1 

perfect  Acquaintance  with  every  Branch  of  Naval  Affairs, 
rendered  him  extremely  ufeful,  as  his  polite  Behaviour 
made  him  agreeable  to  every  Adminiftration.  Upon  the 
Acceffion  of  Queen  Anne,  Sir  David  Mitchell  was  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  Council  to  Prince  George  of  Denmark , 
as  Lord  High  Admiral,  in  which  honourable  Office  he 
continued  till  the  Year  before  the  Prince’s  Death,  when 
he  was  laid  afide ;  but  upon  another  Change  of  Affairs 
he  was  fent  over  to  Holland ,  with  a  Commiffion  of 
great  Importance,  which  was  to  expoftulate  with  their 
High  Mightineffes  about  the  Deficiencies  of  their  Quota’s 
during  the  Continuance  of  the  War,  which  Commiffion 
he  difcharged  with  great  Honour,  This  was  the  laft 
public  Adt  of  his  Life,  for  foon  after  his  Return  to  Eng¬ 
land ,  he  deceafed,  at  his  Seat  called  Popes,  in  Hertford - 
Jbire ,  on  the  ill  of  June,  1710,  with  as  fair  a  Reputa¬ 
tion,  as  any  Man  of  his  Rank  and  Character  could  ac¬ 
quire,  and  lies  buried  in  the  Parifli  Church  of  Hatfield , 
in  the  County  before-mentioned, 

'  t 

We  have  now  finilhed,  not  only  the  Naval  Hiftory, 
but  the  Naval  Memoirs  of  this  Reign,  by  annexing  the 
belt  Accounts  we  could  eolledt  of  thofe  great  Men  who 

ferved 
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ferved  their  Country  under  the  happy  Aufpice  of  this 
illultrious  Princefs ;  the  few  Things  that  remain  to  be 
laid,  are  of  Mifcellaneous  Nature,  and  are  brought  in 
here,  becaufe  they  relate  to  Naval  Affairs,  and  fo  are  con¬ 
ceded  with  our  Hiftory,  more  than  with  any  other,  and 
are  at  the  fame  Time  of  too  greatTmportance  to  be  fuf- 
fered  to  fleep  in  Oblivion,  while  it  is  in  our  power  to 
fave  them.  Of  all  the  Reigns  fince  the  Conquelt,  it 
may  be  truly  faid,  that  the  Brltijh  Conftitution  never 
appeared  with  greater  Luftre  than  under  that  of  the 
Queen ;  by  which  I  mean,  that  the  Prerogative,  or 
Influence  of  the  Crown,  was  never  lefs  exerted,  than  by 
Queen  Anne  and  her  Minifters.  Thus,  immediately 
after  the  Peace  of  Utrecht ,  in  order  to  fhew  the  Care 
and  Concern  that  was  had  for  the  Trade  of  the  Nation, 
the  Commiflioners  taking  and  ftating  the  public  Ac¬ 
counts,  directed  Dr.  Charles  DyAvenant ,  Director  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Exports  and  Imports,  to  lay  before  them 
diftinCt  annual  Accounts  of  the  Importations  and  Ex¬ 
portations  of  all  Commodities  into,  and  out  of  this  King¬ 
dom,  which  he  accordingly  did,  with  his  own  Remarks 
and  Reflections,  a  Thing  of  very  great  Importance  to 
the  State,  and  a  Precedent  worthy  of  Imitation ;  becaufe, 
■without  fuch  authentic  Grounds,  it  is  Amply  impoffi ble, 
that  any  probable  Conjecture  fhould  be  made  as  to  the 
Growth  or  Decay  of  our  Commerce  in  general,  or  how 
far  it  is,  or  is  not,  affeCted  by  the  Encouragement,  oh 
Difeouragement  of  particular  Branches ;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  are  Points  of  great  Importance  to  every  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  without  a  competent  Knowledge  of  which, 
no  JMiniftry  can  ever  make  a  Figure,  or  Parliament  be 

able 
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able  to  decide  with  Certainty,  as  to  thofe  Points  which 
are  of  greateft  Confequence  to  their  Conftituents. 

At  the  Clofe  of  that  Work,  Dr.  D9 Avenant  enters 
largely  into  the  Advantages  that  might  be  made  by  a 
Trade  into  the  South  Seas ,  and  that  in  Terms,  which 
fhew  plainly,  the  Commerce  of  this  Company  was  not 
a  vifionary  Thing,  as  the  Enemies  of  the  Lord  High 
Treafurer  Oxford ,  its  Patron,  pretended  for  he  there 
fays  plainly,  that  this  Company  might  extend  the 
Trade  of  the  Nation,  by  vending  its  Commodities  and 
Manufactures,  in  unknown  Countries,  and  gives  his 
Reafons  why  he  thought  fo.  I  muft:  confefs,  that  I 
never  underftood  the  Scope  of  this  great  Man’s  Reafon- 
ing  upon  that  Subject,  till  I  read  a  Book  lately  publifli- 
ed  [by  Mr.  Dots,  wherein  he  has  {hewn  with  great 
public  Spirit,  how  this  may  be  done,  either  by  difcover- 
ing  a  North-Weft  Paflage  into  thofe  Seas,  and  fixing 
Colonies  in  the  Countries  beyond  California  or,  by 
profecuting  thofe  DifcoverieS  that  have  been  already 
made  by  the  Dutch ,  and  fome  of  our  own  Navigators 
of  the  Terra  Auftralis ,  thro’  the  Str eights  of  Magellan „ 
either  of  which  would  open  to  us  a  new  Commerce, 
infinitely  more  advantageous  than  that  of  Spain  to  her 
Indies ;  becaufe  thefe  new  difcovered  Countries  are  fo 
fituated,  as  that  their  Inhabitants  muft  ftand  in  want  of 
our  Goods,  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  ftand  poffefled 
of  Gold,  Silver,  Spices,  and  other  rich  Commodities, 
which  muft  come  to  us  in  return  ;  and  therefore  Dr. 
D9 Avenant  had  great  Reafon  to  fuggeft,  that  the  New 
South  Sea  might  prove  as  beneficial  to  Britain ,  as  her 
Old  Eajl- India  Company.  This  very  Difcourfe  of  his, 
being  addrefled  to  the  Commiflioners  for  taking  and 

ftating 
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ftating  Accounts,  is  the  cleared  Demonftration,  that 
when  the  South  Sea  Company  was  eredted,  there  was  a 
Profpedl  of  thefe  Advantages,  and  that  with  a  View  to 
thefe,  the  Powers  of  the  Company  were  rendered  fo 
extenfive,  and  their  Capital  made  fo  large. 

If  this  has  not  hitherto  been  done,  yet,  however,  it 
may  be  done,  fince  the  fame  Powers  remain  dill  veiled 
in  the  Company  by  their  Charter 3  and  it  is  the  more 
reafonable,  that  fomething  of  this  Sort  fhould  be  attempt¬ 
ed,  becaufe  the  AjJiento-CovpiiczQ:  is  expiring  3  and  at 
prefent,  there  feems  to  be  but  little  Profpedt  of  our  get- 
ing  it  renewed.  Befides,  if  we  were  able  to  fettle  any 
new  Colonies  in  that  Part  of  the  Globe,  we  fhould  be 
able  to  trade  with  the  Spaniards  without  an  Ajjiento ,  and 
fecure  to  ourfelves  fuch  a  Proportion  of  Commerce,  as 
might  perhaps  equal  all  that  we  now  poffefs.  But,  if  it 
fhould  be  found,  that,  notwithdanding  thefe  extenfive 
Powers,  the  Company  is  either  difincJined,  or  difabled 
to  carry  on  fuch  a  new  Trade  3  then  I  think  it  will  be 
high  Time  for  the  Legiflature  to  transfer  thofe  Powers 
to  fome  other  Body-  Corporate,  that  may  be  able  and 
willing  to  exert  them,  and  this  with  fuch  Claufes  of 
Emendation  or  Redridlion,  as  the  Experience  we  have 
fince  had  of  the  Management  of  public  Companies  fhall 
fugged  to  be  either  neceflary  or  expedient.  In  the  fame 
Report  by  Dr.  Dy Avenant^  there  are  feveral  other  cu¬ 
rious  Remarks  on  almod  all  the  Branches  of  our  Com¬ 
merce  3  and  if  fuch  a  general  State  of  Trade  as  this, 
were  to  be  laid  before  the  Parliament,  once  at  lead  in 
every  Reign,  we  fhould  then  be  able  to  judge  both  of  the 
Efficacy  of  the  Laws  already  made,  and  of  the  Ufeful- 
nefs  and  Expediency  of  new  Ones,  But,  it  is  now 
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Time  to  return  from  this  Digreffion,  into  which  I  was 
led  by  the  Defire  of  prefeiving  a  Hint  which  feems  fo 
very  capable  of  Improvement,  to  the  laft  Adis  of  the 
Queen’s  Government  and  Life,  with  which  I  fhall  con¬ 
clude  this  Chapter. 

The  Treaty  of  Utrecht ,  that  put  an  End  to  our 
Difputes  Abroad,  proved  the  Caufe  of  high  Debates,  and 
great  Diftra&ions  at  Home.  The  People  grew  uneafy, 
the  Miniftry  divided,  and  the  Heats  and  Violence  of 
Party  rofe  to  fuch  a  Height,  that  her  Majefty  found 
herfelf  fo  embarrafled,  as  neither  to  depend  upon  thole 
in  Power,  nor  venture  to  turn  them  out.  The  Uneafi- 
nefs  of  Mind  that  fuch  a  perplexed  Situation  of  Affairs 
occafioned,  had  a  very  bad  Effedl  upon  her  Health, 
which  had  been  in  a  declining  Condition  from  the  Time 
of  Prince  George* s  Death,  and  this  Weaknefs  of  hers, 
ferved  to  encreafe  thofe  Diforders  in  her  Government, 
which  were  fo  grievous  to  herfelf,  and  fo  detrimental  to 
her  Subjedts.  For  her  Minilfers,  forgetting  their  Duty 
to  her,  and  their  Regard  for  their  Country,  confulted 
only  their  Ambition,  and  their  private  Views ;  fo  that, 
whenever  they  met  in  Council,  they  ftudied  gather  to 
crofs  each  others  Propofals,  than  to  fettle,  or  purfue  any 
regular  Plan ;  and  to  fuch  a  monltrous  Extravagance 
thefe  Jealoufesat  laft  rofe,  that  it  is  believed,  a  Quarrel 
between  two  of  her  principal  Minifters,  in  her  Prefence, 
proved,  in  fome  Meafure,  the  Caufe  of  her  Death.  For, 
being  at  TVindfor ,  (lie  was  feized  on  the  29th  of  Julyy 
with  a  Drowfinefs  and  Sinking  of  her  Spirits ;  and  the 


next  Day,  about  feven  in  the  Morning,  was  ffruck 
with  an  Apoplexy,  and  from  that  Time  continued  in 
a  dying  Condition.  About  Three  in  the  Afternoon,  fhe 
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was  fenfible,  and  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Privy-Council, 
declared  the  Duke  of  Shrewjbury  Lord  High  Treafurer 
of  Great  Britain ,  though  he  was  Lord  Chamberlain, 
and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  at  the  fame  Time. 
This  was  the  laft  Aft  of  her  Adminiftration ;  for  the 
Council  now  took  upon  themfelves  the  Dire&ion  of 
public  Affairs,  appointing  the  Earl  of  Berkley  to  com¬ 
mand  the  Fleet,  and  fending  General  Witham  to  take 
the  Command  in  Scotland ;  and  likewife  difpatched  Or¬ 
ders  for  the  immediate  Embarkation  of  feven  Britijh 
Batallions  from  Flanders.  In  the  mean  Time,  the 
Queen  continued  in  the  Hands  of  her  Phyficians  and 
Domeflicks,  fome  of  whom  flattered  themfelves  with 
falfe  Hopes  to  the  laft ;  but  the  Bliflers  not  rifing,  her 
Majefty,  about  feven  in  the  Morning,  on  the  xft  of 
Augujl  1714,  breathed  her  laft.  The  following  Cha- 
radler  I  have  taken  from  a  Hiftory  of  her  Reign,  in  MS. 
which,  now,  in  all  Probability  will  never  be  printed. 

ANNE  STUART,  Daughter  to  Janies  II.  King 
of  England ,  &c.  was  born  at  St.  James’s,  February  6, 
1664-5,  at  39  Minutes  palt  Eleven  at  Night.  She  was 
tenderly  and  carefully  educated ;  and  having  from  Na¬ 
ture  the  moft  valuable  Gifts,  fhe  became  a  very  accom- 
plifned  Princefs.  She  was  moderately  tall,  and  well  pro¬ 
portioned,  her  Complexion  and  Shape  excellent,  till  her 
Conftitution  was  impaired  by  Grief  and  Sicknefs.  She 
appeared  to  beft  Advantages  fpeaking,  for  fhe  had  a  clear 
harmonious  Voice,  great  good  Senfe,  and  a  very  happy 
Elocution.  Her  Piety  was  unaffedfed,  her  Humility 
fincere,  her  Good-nature  very  confpicuous ;  but  would 
have  been  more  fo,  had  it  not  been  inherent  in  her  Fa¬ 
mily.  As  a  Wife,  fhe  was  the  Pattern  of  Conjugal  Fi¬ 
delity, 
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delity,  without  any  Affe&ation  of  Fondnefs.  Her 
Tendernefs  as  a  Mother  was  regulated  by  the  Rules  of 
Reafon  and  Religion  ;  but,  her  Indulgence  as  a  Mother, 
knew  no  Rounds.  It  was  her  only  Foible,  that  the 
Uprightnefs  of  her  own  Intentions  left  her  without  Suf- 
picion.  Her  Affe&ion  for  her  People  was  fo  apparent, 
that  it  was  never  doubted  ;  and  fo  firmly  rooted,  as  to 
be  difcernable  in  her  laft  Words.  With  a  juft  Senfe  of 
her  own  high  Dignity.  She  had  a  true  Concern  for  th$ 
Rights  of  her  Subjects,  and  a  ftrong  Paflion  for  the 
Glory  of  the  Nation,  fhe  loved  Public  Spirit,  and  en¬ 
couraged  it ;  and  though  file  was  naturally  magnificent 
and  generous,  yet  fhe  was  frugal  in  her  private  Ex- 
pences  not  to  hoard,  but  to  beftow  on  the  Neceflities 
of  the  State.  She  gave  her  Tenths  to  the  Clergy,  which 
will  remain  a  lading  Monument  of  her  Zeal  for  the 
Church.  The  many  good  Laws,  and  the  numerous 
happy  Events  which  fell  out  in  her  Reign,  will  ever 
preferve  her  Memory  in  Efteem  with  thofe  who  wifii 
well  to  the  State.  In  a  Word,  fhe  was  blefled  with  all 
the  Endowments  that  could  make  a  Woman  admired, 
and  exerted  all  the  Virtues  neceflary  to  make  a  Monarch 
beloved.  At  her  Death,  her  Lofs  was  thought  irre¬ 
trievable,  and  few  who  remember  her,  have  altered 
their  Opinions.  It  would  be  improper  to  fay  more, 
and  Ingratitude  to  have  faid  lefs. 

Her  Majefty  had  Iflue  by  the  Prince  of  Denmark , 

1.  a  Daughter  that  was  ftill-born  the  12th  of  May  1684. 

2.  Lady  Mary ,  a  fecond  Daughter,  born  the  2d  of  June 
1685,  and  died  in  February  1690.  3.  Anne  Sophia,  who 
was  born  the  12th  of  May  1686,  and  died  the  February 
following.  4.  William  Duke  of  Gloucejler 9  born  the  24th 


1 


3^4  naval  his  tort 

of  July  1689,  who  lived  to  be  eleven  Years  of  Age, 
5*  The  Lady  Alary ,  born  Oliober  1690,  who  lived  no 
longer  than  to  be  baptized,  6.  George ,  another  Son, 
who  died  alfo  foon  after  he  was  born. 


Abs trac  r  of  the  Royal  Navy,  as  it  flood  at 
the  Death  of  the  QJJ  EEN. 
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C  H  A  P.  IT. 

Containing  the  Naval  Hijiory  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  Acceffion  of  King  GEORGE  L  /to 
the  ‘Time  of  his  Demife . 

E  are  now  to  enter  on  a  new  Period  of 
Time ;  and  a  great  Change  in  our  Go¬ 
vernment,  brought  about  by  a  Statute 
made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  King  WIL¬ 
LIAM  III.  for  limiting  the  Succeffiori 
of  the  Crown  ;  by  which,  after  the  Death  of  the  Queen, 
then  Princefs  A  NNE ,  without  Iflue,  it  was  to  pafs  to 
the  moil  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hanover ,  as  the  next  Pro- 
teftant  Heirs :  For  the  Princefs  Sophia ,  Eledtrefs  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Hanover ,  was  Daughter  to  the  Queen  of  Bo¬ 
hemia,  who,  before  her  Marriage  with  the  Eledfor  Pa¬ 
latine,  was  (filed  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  of  Great  Britain , 
Daughter  to  James  VI.  of  Scotland ,  and  I.  of  England ; 
in  whom  united  all  the  Hereditary  Claims  to  the  Impe¬ 
rial  Crown  of  thefe  Realms.  But,  the  Princefs  Sophia 
dying  a  very  little  while  before  the  Queen,  GEORGE- 
L  E  TV  IS,  Eledfor  of  Hanover  her  Son,  became  Heir 
of  this  Crown,  on  the  Demife  of  Queen  Anne ,  and 
was  accordingly  called  to  the  SuccefTion,  in  the  Manner 
diredled  by  another  Statute,  paifed  in  the  ninth  Year  of 
her  Majefty  s  Reign.  For,  by  that  Law,  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  Government,  immediately  on  the  Queen?s 
Vql.  IV,  C  c  Death 
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Death,  devolved  on  feven  Perfons  named  in  the  ACt,  in 
conjunction  with  as  many  as  the  Succeflbr  fhould  think 
fit  to  appoint,  in  the  Manner  directed  by  that  Law. 

The  feven  Juftices  fixed  by  the  Statute,  were,  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  Dr.  Thomas  Tenifon ;  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor,  Simon  Lord  Harcourt ;  the  Lord 
Prefident  of  the  Council,  John  Duke  of  Buckingham - 
J hire  ;  the  Lord  High  Treafurer,  Charles  Duke  of 
Shrew/bury  3  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  William  Earl  of  Dart¬ 
mouth  3  firft  Lord  Ccmmiflioner  of  the  Admiralty, 
Thomas  Earl  of  Strafford ;  and  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of 
the  King’s  -  Bench,  Sir  Thomas  Parker .  The  Lords 
Juftices  appointed  by  the  Succeflbr,  were,  the  Lord 
Archbifhop  of  York,  Sir  William  Dawes  3  the  Dukes 
of  Shrewjbury ,  Somerfet ,  Bolton ,  Devon/hire ,  Kent)  Ar- 
gyU)  MontrofS)  and  Roxborough  3  the  Earls  of  Pembroke , 
Anglefea)  Carlijley  Nottingham ,  Abingdon ,  Scarborough , 
and  Or  ford  3  the  Lord  Vifcount  Townjhend  3  and  the 
Lords  Halifax  9  and  Cowper .  Thefe  Lords  Juftices,  the 
fame  Day  the  Queen  died,  ifliied  a  Proclamation  de¬ 
claring  the  Acceflion  of  King  George  I.  and  com¬ 
manding  Him  to  be  proclaimed  through  all  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom  3  which  was  done  accordingly.  On  the  next 
Day,  they  fent  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  to  his  Majefty,  to  in¬ 
vite  Him  over  3  and  on  the  3d  of  Augujl)  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor,  in  the  Name  of  the  Lords  Juftices, 
opened  the  Seflion  of  Parliament  by  a  Speech.  On  the 
17th  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Earl  of  Berkley  failed 
with  a  Squadron  of  fixteen  Men  of  War,  and  fix 
Yachts,  for  Holland ,  in  order  to  attend  his  Majefty, 
where  he  was  joined  by  eight  Ships  of  the  States  General , 

under  Rear-Admiral  Coper en  3  and,  to  fecure  the  Coafts 

and 


✓ 


Of  King  GEORGE  T.  387 

and  the  Channel,  Admiral  Wager  was  font  down  to 
Portfmouth ,  and  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  to  Plymouth ,  to  equip 
iuch  Ships  as  were  fit  for  Service. 

H is  Majefly  arriving  from  Holland  on  the  1 8th  of 
September ,  and  making  his  public  Entry  on  the  20th, 
took  the  Reins  of  Government  into  his  own  Hands ; 
and  very  foon,  made  fome  confiderable  Alterations  in  the 
feveral  Boards ;  particularly  in  that  of  the  Admiralty, 
which  was  clean  fwept ;  for,  indead  of  Thomas  Earl  of 
Stafford ,  Sir  John  Leake ,  Sir  William  Drake ,  John 
Aijlabie ,  Efq;  Sir  James  WiJJoan ,  and  Dr.  John  Clarke , 
who  were  there  on  the  Demife  of  the  late  Queen, 
his  Majefly  appointed  Edward  Earl  of  Orfordy  Sir  George 
Byng ,  George  Dodington ,  Efq;  Sir  Jennings ,  Sir 
Charles  Tumor ,  Abraham  St any  an ,  and  George  Bailliey 
Efqrs.  In  the  Month  of  November ,  Matthew  Aylmer , 
Efq;  was  declared  Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief 
cf  his  Maje fly’s  Fleet;  and  foon  after.  Sir  Charles 
Wager ,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red,  was  fent  to  relieve 
Sir  James  Wijhart ,  in  the  Mediterranean  \ 

C  c  2  The 


a  In  order  to  render  the  fubfequent  Hiilory  more  dear,  it 
will  be  requifite  to  give  the  Reader  a  fltort  State  of  the  Com- 
manejs  in  the  Navy,  at  the  Acceflion  of  King  George  I. 

Sir  John  Leake,  Knt.  Rear-Admiral  of  Great  Britain. 
Matthew  Aylmer,  Efq;  Admiral  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majedy’s  Fleet. 

Sir  James  Wifhart,  Knt.  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron. 
Sir  John  Norris,  Knt,  Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

James  Earl  ot  Berkley,  Vice  Admiral  ot  the  Red. 

Sir  Edward  Whitaker,  Knt.  Vice-Admiral  of  the  White. 
John  Baker,  Elq;  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

Sir  Charles  Wager  Knt.  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red. 

Sir  Hovenden  Walker,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  White. 

Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  Knt,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue. 


/ 
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1  he  Subject  of  this  Work  obliges  me  only  to  take 
Notice  of  fuch  A  els  cf  the  new  Government  as  relate 
to  Naval  Affairs ;  and  therefore,  after  obferving  that  a 
new  Parliament  was  fummoned,  and  met  at  Tf^ejlminjler , 
March  the  17th,  the  next  Thing  that  occurs,  is,  that 
on  the  firft  of  Aprils  1715,  they  came  to  a  Refolution, 
to  allow  10,000  Seamen  at  four  Pounds  a  Month  ;  and 
on  the  9th  of  May  following,  granted  135,574/.  3*.  6 d. 

for  the  Half-pay  of  Sea-Officers;  197,896/,  17*.  6<£. 
for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy;  and  237,277 /.  for  the 
extraordinary  Repairs  of  the  Navy,  and  Rebuilding  of 
Ships.  Thefe  large  Sums  were  thought  neceffary,  be- 
caufe,  at  this  Juncture,,  the  Fleet  of  Great  Britain  was 
very  much  decayed ;  and  it  was  foreleen  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Peace  fo  lately  concluded,  new  Difputes 
were  likely  to  arife,  which  might  require  frefh  Arma¬ 
ments. 

t  x 

Amongst  thefe  Difputps,  the  moft  ferious  was  that 
in  which  we  were  engaged  with  Sweden.  This  had  be¬ 
gun  before  the  Queen's  Death,  and  was  occafioned  by 
the  Swedijh  Privateers  taking  many  of  our  Ships,  which, 
with  their  Cargoes,  were  confifcated,  on  a  Pretence 
j  that  we  affifled  and  fupplied  the  Czar  and  his  Subje&s, 
with  Ships,  Arms,  Ammunition,  &c.  contrary,  as  was 
fuggefted,  to  our  Treaties  with  the  Crown  of  Sweden . 
Mr.  Jackfon ,  her  Majefly’s  Miniller  at  Stockholm ,  had 
prefented  feveral  Memorials  upon  this  Subjed,  without 
receiving  any  Satisfactory  Anfwer ;  and  therefore,  it  was 

now  thought  expedient  to  make  ufe  of  more  effedual 

* 

Means,  viz.  fending  a  ft rong  Squadron  of  Men  of  War 
into  the  Baltic k,  the  rather,  becaufe  their  High  Mighti- 
nefies  the  States  General ,  labouring  under  the  fame  In¬ 
conveniences, 
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conveniences,  found  themfelves  obliged,  after  all  pacific 
Methods  had  been  tried  in  vain,  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
fame  Meafures,  in  order  to  protect  the  Commerce  of 
their  Subjeds. 

This  once  refolved,  a  Squadron  of  twenty  Sail  was 
appointed  for  this  Service,  and  the  Command  given  to 
Sir  John  Norris ,  w7ho  was  then  Admiral  ot  the  Blue, 
and  who  had  Sir  Thomas  Hardy ,  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
fame  Squadron,  to  aflift  him.  The  Admiral  hoifted  his 
Flag  on  Board  The  Cumberland ,  a  Third  R  ite,  having 
ten  Ships  of  the  Line  in  his  Divifion.  Sir  Thomas  Hardy 
was  in  The  Norfolk ,  a  Third  Rate  alio,  and  had  in  his 
Divifion,  eight  Ships  of  the  Line,  The  Mermaid  Frigate , 
of  thirty-two  Guns,  and  The  Drake  Sloops  which  earned 
lixteen.  This  Fleet  failed  from  the  Nore  on  the  18th 
of  May,  and  arrived  in  the  Sound  on  the  ioth  of  June 
following  ;  where,  finding  the  Dutch  Squadron,  a  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  on  Board  The  Cumberland ,  on  the  14th, 
in  which  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Combined  Squadron 
lhould  proceed  together,  with  the  Englijh  and  Dutch 
Merchant-men  under  their  Convoy,  for  their  refpedive 
Ports  s  which  they  performed  accordingly,  by  the  Clofe 
of  the  Month. 

One  of  the  firft  Things  Sir  John  Norris  did,  was,  to 
difpatch  an  Exprefs  to  the  Court  of  Stockholm ,  in  order  to 
be  fatisfied,  whether  the  Swedes  were  refdved  to  go  on  in 
their  Pradice  of  feizing  and  confifcating  our  Ships  ;  or 
Whether,  before  it  was  too  late,  they  would  confent  to 
enter  into  a  Negotiation  for  determining  the  Difputes 
which  had  arifen  between  the  two  Nations.  The  An- 
fwer  he  received,  was  fo  loofe,  and  uncertain,  that  he  re¬ 
folved  to  proceed  according  to  his  Inftrudions.  After  Sir 
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7°bn  s  Departure  from  Copenhagen ,  there  arrived,  under 
the  Convoy  or  two  Britijh  Men  of  War,  forty-fix  Mer¬ 
chant-Ships,  that  were  not  ready  to  fail  from  England 
with  Sir  John  Norris.  Thefe  Ships  remained  till  the 
DaniJ  fleet  was  ready  to  fail,  in  order  to  take  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  Convoy.  About  the  Middle  of  the 
Month  of  Augujl ,  th zDaniJk  Fleet,  confining  of  twenty 
Ships  of  the  Line,  with  the  Ruffian  Squadron,  refclved 
to  fail  up  the  Baltic k ,  with  the  Englijh  and  Dutch.  As 
tne  Czar  of  Mufcovy  was  at  this  Time  at  Copenhagen , 
and  deligned  to  command  his  own  Ships,  Several  Con- 
fultations  were  held,  to  regulate  the  Command  of  the 
Several  Squadrons  of  different  Nations,  then  in  that 
Road,  which,  together,  were  called  the  Confederate 
Fleet.  It  was,  at  lall,  refolved  to  give  the  Chief  Com¬ 
mand  of  it  to  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  ;  but  fo,  that  Sir  John 
Norris  fhould  command  the  Van-Guard  of  the  united 
Fleet ;  the  Czar,  the  Body  of  the  Line  of  Battel  j  the 
Danifb  Admiral,  Count  Gueldenlew ,  the  Rear  ;  and,  that 
the  Dutch  Commodore,  with  his  Squadron,  and  five 
Britijh  Men  of  War,  fhould  proceed  with  the  Trade 
of  both  Nations,  for  their  refpedlive  Harbours,  in  the 
Baltick.  According  to  this  Resolution,  the  16th,  the 
Czar  hoided  his  Imperial  Flag,  as  Admiral,  on  Board 
one  of  his  fined  Ships,  and  was  thereupon  immediately 
Saluted  by  Sir  John  Norris ,  with  a  Discharge  of  his  Can¬ 
non,  which  was  followed  by  the  Danijh ,  and  Dutch  $ 
and  thefe  Compliments  being  paid,  his  Czar i an  Ma- 
jedy  gave  the  Signal  for  failing ;  the  1 8th  they  came  to 
an  Anchor  in  the  Kieger-Bucht ;  from  whence,  they 
failed  towards  Bornholm ,  where,  being  informed  that 
the  Swedijb  Fleet  was  returned  to  Carlfcroon ,  the  Britijh 

and 
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and  Dutch  Merchant- Ships,  with  their  Convoys,  fe- 
parated,  and  proceeded  on  their  refpedive  Voyages,  and 
the  Czar ,  with  his  Squadron,  failed  for  the  Coaft  of 
Mecklenburg . 

The  Swedes  had  at  this  Time,  a  very  numerous 
Fleet,  and  in  pretty  good  Condition  but  they  were 
too  wife  to  hazard  it  againft  luch  an  unequal  Force  as 
that  of  the  Confederates  ;  and,  therefore,  withdrew  it 
into  one  of  their  own  Ports,  till  they  received  the  King  s 
abfolute  Orders.  On  the  28th  of  October ,  Sir  John 
Norris,  with  the  Britijh  Squadron  under  his  Command, 
and  the  Danifi  Men  of  War  commanded  by  Count 
Gueldenlew ,  arrived  at  Bornholm ,  on  which  Day,  the 
two  Cruizers  which  Sir  John  Norris  had  fent  to  Carlfcroon , 
returned  to  him  with  an  Account,  that  they  had  feen 
the  Swedijh  Fleet,  with  two  Flags,  and  feven  broad 
Pendants  in  Carlfcroon ,  and  all  the  Ships  they  could  dis¬ 
cover,  lay  rigg’d;  as  alfo,  that  they  had  three  Cruizers 
under  Sail,  off  the  Port.  That  Night,  Sir  John  Norris' 
fent  thofe  two  Cruizers,  being  the  bed  Sailors  of  his 
Squadron,  to  Dantzick ,  to  haften  the  Trade  down  the 
Baltick  ;  and  if  they  found  the  fix  Britijh  Men  of  W ar, 
and  all  the  Merchant-men  had  joined  there,  to  order 
the  Commodore  not  to  lofe  a  Moment  that  could  be 
made  ufe  of  for  failing,  but  to  proceed.  Thefe  Cruiz¬ 
ers  arrived  at  Dantzick  on  the  30th,  where  they  joined 
the  Britijh  Men  of  War,  and  the  Trade,  which,  on 
the  31ft,  all  failed  from  Dantzick .  On  the  9th,  the 
Britijh  Men  of  War,  with  the  Trade,  joined  Sir  John 
Norris's  Squadron  at  Bornholm  (having  failed  from  the 
Fleet  off  Dantzick  on  the  4th  of  this  Month)  and  the 
'next  Day  came  all  with  him  into  the  Road  of  Copenha - 
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g?n.  On  the  12th,  arrived  the  Dutch  Trade,  with  their 
Convoy,  which  had  been  obliged  to  itay  after  ours  at 
Dantzick ,  for  Provilions.  A  few  Days  after,  Sir  John 
failed  from  the  Road  of  Copenhagen ;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  f  lest,  as  well  as  the  Merchant-men  under  his 
Convoy,  were  furprized  by  a  violent  Storm,  which  dif- 
peifed  them,  and  in  which  The  Augujl ,  of  fixty  Guns, 
and  The  Garland  of  twenty-four,  were  unfortunately 
loft ,  yet  the  reft,  with  all  the  Trade,  fafely  arrived  at 
the  Trow ,  on  the  29  th  of  November ,  in  the  Morning. 
Sir  John  Norris  left  feven  Ships  of  War  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Commodore  Cleeland ,  in  the  Baltick,  to  aft 
in  Conjunction  with  the  Danes ,  and  for  the  further  Se¬ 
curity  of  the  Britijh  Trade,  if  necefiary.  Thus  I  have 
profecuted  the  Hiftory  of  this  Baltick  Expedition,  from 
the  Sailing  to  the  Return  of  the  Fleet,  that  the  Reader 
might  the  better  apprehend  it :  and  now  I  ought  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Proceedings  of  our  Fleets  in  the  Channel ; 
but  that  it  feems  requifite  to  clear  up  feme  Points  relat¬ 
ing  to  this  Baltick  Expedition,  which  have  of  late  been 
the  SubjeCt  of  high  Difputes. 

The  great  Point  in  queftionj  as  to  this  Swedijb  Ex¬ 
pedition,  is,  whether  it  took  rile  from  our  own  Con¬ 
cerns,  or  from  thofe  of  the  Electorate  of  Hanover.  On 
the  one  Hand,  it  is  very  certain,  that  the  Swedijb  Pri¬ 
vates  s  took  our  Ships,  as  well  as  thole  of  other  Nations, 
and  that,  in  fitting  out  a  Fleet  for  thofe  Seas,  we  did 
no  more  than  the  Dutch.  On  the  Arrival  of  Sir  John 
Norms  in  tne  Baltick ,  our  Adini  Her  prelented  a  AdemoriaJ, 
hi  which,  he  fet  forth,  the  particular  Damages  fuflained 
by  our  Merchants,  amounting  to  69,024/.  2  s.  9  d.  for 
which  he  demanded  Satisfaction  j  and,  at  the  fame 

Time, 
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Time,  infixed  on  the  Repeal  of  an  Edi X,  which  his 
Swedijb  Ma jelly  had  lately  publifhed,  and  by  which  the 
Commerce  of  the  Baltick  was  wholly  prohibited  to  the 
Englijh .  This  Memorial  was  prefented,  June  15,  1715, 
and  in  it,  the  Nature  of  Sir  John  Norris's  Commiffion 
was  explained  ;  fo  that,  thus  far,  all  this  Quarrel  feems  to 
arife  from  his  Majefty’s  Care  of  the  Britijh  Com¬ 
merce  b.  / 

But  as  EleXor  of  Hanover ,  he  had  alfo  fome  De¬ 
putes  with  his  Majefty  of  Sweden ,  of  quite  a  different 
Nature;  and  having  purchafed  from  the  Crown  of 
Denmark^  the  Dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden ,  which 
had  been  taken  from  the  Crown  of  Sweden ,  found  him- 
felf  obliged,  in  quality  of  EleXor,  to  concur  with  the 
firft-mentioned  Power,  in  declaring  War  againft  Sweden ; 
and,  even  before  this  was  done,  fome  Englijh  Ships  join¬ 
ed  the  Danijh  Fleet,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the  Swedes.  Of 
this,  the  Swedijb  Minifter  here  complained,  by  a  Me¬ 
morial  delivered  to  Lord  <TownJhe?2di  then  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  Oftober  3,  17 15.  His  Swedijb  Majefty  alfo, 
in  Anfwer  to  the  Hanoverian  Declaration  of  War,  pub- 
lifhed  fome  very  fevere  Reflexions,  in  which  he  aflerts, 
that  the  Honour  of  the  Britijh  Flag  had  been  proftituted 
to  ferve  the  Interefts  of  another  State,  and  in  order  to 
create  an  Intercourfe  between  the  King’s  Regal  and  E- 
leXoral  Dominions c.  Thus  far  I  have  given  the  Evi¬ 
dence  on  both  Sides,  and  leave  the  whole  to  the  Deter¬ 
mination  of  the  Reader  ;  with  this  Obfervation  only, 
that  the  Dutch ,  though  no  lefs  injured,  no  lefs  concern¬ 
ed 
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cd  in  their  Trade  than  we,  did  not,  however,  think  it 
necefiary  to  come  to  fuch  Extremities. 

While  this  Squadron  was  employed  in  the  Baltic}, 
the  Rebellion  was  extinguished  in  Scotland',  but  with  fo 
little  A  Alliance  from  our  Naval  horce,  that  it  Scarce  de— 
ferves  to  be  mentioned.  It  is  true.  Sir  George  Eyug  was 
fent  to  hoift  his  Flag  in  the  Downs,  in  the  Middle  of 
Summer,  and  continued  there  as  long  as  the  Seafon 
would  permit ;  but  no  Enemy  appeared,  and  Sir  John 
Jennings  was  fent  to  Edinburgh,  from  whence  he  went 
on  Board  The  Oxford,  in  the  Frith,  and  hoifted  his 
Mag  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Squadron  then  up¬ 
on  the  Coalts,  which  would  have  been  highly  tervice- 
ao'e  in  cafe  the  Pretender’s  Adherents  had  either  had  any 
Naval  Force,  or  had  been  fuccoured  from  beyond  the 
Seas :  But  there  was  nothing  of  this  Kind.  The  Re¬ 
bellion  broke  out  under  the  Influence  and  Direftion  of 
the  Earl  of  Mar,  who  was  foon  joined  by  the  Clans ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Argyll  being  fent  down  againft  him,  it 
quickly  appeared  how  ill  their  Meafures  had  been  taken. 
His  Grace  had,  indeed,  but  a  fmall  Number  of  Regular 
Troops  under  his  Command ;  but  his  Interelt  was  fo  ex- 
tenfive,  that  he  not  only  engaged  many  powerful  Fa¬ 
milies  to  declare  for  King  George,  but,  which  perhaps 
was  the  greater  Service  of  the  two,  engaged  many 
more  to  remain  quiet,  who  otherwife  had  joined  the 
Rebels.  The  Bulinefs  was  decided  by  the  Battel  of 
Sheriff  -  Moor ,  near  Dunblain,  fought  November  13, 
1715,  the  fame  Day  that  General  Fofer  and  the  Eng- 
UJh  Jacobites  furrendered  at  Preffon.  Yet,  after  this, 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  ventured  over  into  Scotland, 
in  a  very  poor  Vellel ;  where,  foon  finding  his  Affairs  def- 
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perate,  and  his  Perfon  in  the  utmoft  Danger,  he  con- 
trived  to  make  his  Efcape  from  the  North,  with  the  ut¬ 
moft  Secrecy  ;  which  he  effeded,  by  going  on  Board  a 
clean  tallow’d  French  Snow,  which  failed  out  of  the 
Harbour  of  Montrofe ,  February  the  3d,  in  Sight  of  fome 
Englifh  Men  of  War,  but  kept  fo  clofe  along  Shore,  it 
was  impoflible  to  follow  her d. 

These  were  the  principal  Tranfadions  of  this  Year, 
at  the  Clofe  of  which,  Things  were  ftill  in  fuch  Con- 
fufion,  that  the  Parliament  thought  fit  to  grant  very  large 
Supplies  for  the  enfuing  Year,  viz .  10,000  Seamen  at 
the  Rate  of  4/.  per  Month,  the  Sum  of  233,849  /. 

19  r.  6d.  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  and  23,623/. 
for  the  extraordinary  Repairs  of  the  Navy.  We  have 
already  taken  Notice  of  what  paft  this  Year  under  Sir 
John  Norris  in  the  Baltick ;  and  here,  therefore,  have 
only  to  obferve,  that  fome  of  the  Pyratical  States 
in  Barb  ary  having  broke  the  Peace,  Admiral  Baker 
who  had  the  Command  of  the  Englijh  Squadron  in  the 
Mediterranean ,  had  Orders  to  bring  them  to  Reafon ; 
which  he  did,  without  any  great  Difficulty  ;  but  the 
Sallee  Rovers  ftill  did  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief  5  and  it 
was  the  more  difficult  to  fupprefs  them,  becaufe  their 
Ships  were  fo  fmall,  and  drew  fo  little  Water,  that  our 
Men  of  War  were  feldom  able  to  come  up  with  them. 

At  laft,  Captain  Delgarno ,  one  of  the  moft  adive  Of¬ 
ficers  in  the  Navy,  in  his  Majefty’s  Ship  The  Hind ,  of 
twenty  Guns  only,  came  up  with  one  of  their  beft 
Men  of  War  of  twenty-four  Guns,  and  after  .an  ob~ 
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ftinate  Engagement,  of  two  Hours  and  a  Half,  obliged 
her  to  ftrike;  but  after  (he  had  been  in  his  Poffeffion 
about  a  quarter  of  an  Hour,  fhe  funk ;  and  all  her 
Crew,  except  thirty -eight  Hands,  perifhed:  This,  with 
the  Lofs  of  another  Veffel  of  eight  Guns,  and  two 
more  of  fixteeen  Guns  each,  which  were  forced  on 
Shore  by  his  Majefty’s  Ship  The  Bridgewater ,  delivered 
in  a  great  Meafure,  the  Englijh  Commerce  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean ,xfrom  the  Interruptions  given  it  by  thefe 
Pyrates e: 

In  the  Month  of  June^  his  Majefty  went  over  to 
Holland ,  efcorted  by  an  Englijh  Squadron,  and  from 
thence,  continued  his  Journey  by  Land  to  Hanover , 
where  the  Difturbances  in  the  North,  made  his  Prefence 
at  that  Time  particularly  necefiary,  and  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  the  reft  of  the  Year  1716;  at  the  Clofe  of  which. 
Admiral  Aylmer  failed  with  a  Squadron  to  Holland ,  to 
cfcort  him  Home.  In  the  mean  Time,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  was  employed  in  extinguiihing  the  Remains  of 
the  Rebellion  here  and  in  Scotland ,  and  providing,  in 
the  belt  Manner  they  could,  againft  the  Revival  of  fuch 

Practices ;  of  which,  they  had  the  greater  Hopes,  from 

✓ 

the  Conduft  which  the  Regent  of  France  purfued,  who 
fhewed  a  ftrong  Inclination  to  live  upon  good  Terms 
with  Great  Britain ,  as  was  indeed  his  Intereft.  But,  it 
very  foon  appeared,  that,  notwithftanding  the  Jacobites 
had  loft  their  Hopes,  with  Refpett  to  Succours  from 
France ,  they  had  ftill  another  Power  willing,  and  ready 
to  aflift  them  f. 

Upon 
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Upon  his  Majefty’s  Return,  a  dangerous  Confpiracy 
was  faid  to  be  difcovered  ^  in  which,  many  were  en¬ 
gaged  at  Home  and  Abroad  j  and  for  defeating  of  which, 
it  was  found  neceflary  to  fecure  the  Perfon  and  Papers 
of  Count  Gyllenbourg ,  then  his  Swedijh  Majefty’s  Am- 
bailador  at  this  Court,  and  at  prefent  Prime  Minifter 
of  that  Kingdom :  A  FaCt,  which  ftruck  the  Foreign 
Minifters  here  with  the  utmoft  Surprize,  from  which, 
however,  they  quickly  recovered  themfelves,  when  they 
were  informed,  that  it  wa s  not  for  any  Adi  of  his  ivlini- 
flry,  but  for  his  being  concerned  in  a  Plotagainft  the  Go¬ 
vernment.  About  the  fame  time,  the  famous  Baron 
Goertz  was,  at  his  Britannick  Majefty’s  Requeft,  ar- 
refted  in  Holland ,  where  he  adted  as  Minifter  from  the 
King  of  Sweden .  In  order  to  fatisfy  the  World,  the 
Letters  and  Papers  relating  to  the  Invafion,  which  it  was 
laid  his  Swedifi b  Majefty  intended  to  have  made  in  Scot¬ 
land,  were  made  public  ;  and  the  Parliament,  foon  after, 
fhewed  the  warmeft  Refentment  at  the  Infolence  of  this 
Attempt.  It  was,  indeed,  amazing,  that  a  Prince,  who 
was  already  overwhelmed  by  fo  many,  and  fo  pow¬ 
erful  Enemies,  fhould  think  of  adding  to  their  Number 
by  an  Attempt  of  this  Kind.  But  whoever  confiders 
the  Genius  and  Spirit  of  the  late  Charles  XII.  will  eafily 
conceive,  that  it  was  natural  enough  for  him  to  embrace 
any  Expedient,  which  feemed  to  promife  the  Difolving 
that  Confederacy  by  which  he  was  diftrefled.  But  his 
Deiign  was  not  only  rendered  abortive  by  this  unexpect¬ 
ed  Difcovery,  which  put  it  abfolutely  out  of  his  Power 
to  carry  it  into  Execution,  but  it  likewife  brought,  upon 
him  new  Difficulties,  in  Confequence  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  s  Refentment  of  fuch  Behaviour,  which  pre- 
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fently  difcovered  itfeJf,  by  the  vigorous  Refolutions  ta¬ 
ken  here.  For  on  the  2  ill  of  February ,  it  was  Refolved 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
to  authorize  his  Majefty  to  prohibit  Commerce  with 
Sweden ,  during  fuch  a  Time  as  his  Majefty  fhall  think 
it  neceflary,  for  the  Safety  and  Peace  of  his  Kingdom  ; 
which  afterwards  palled  both  Houfes,  and  had  the  Royal 
Aflent ;  and  on  the  2d  of  Marchy  a  Proclamation  was 
publifhed  to  the  fame  End  g. 

As  it  was  forefeen  that  this  Affair  muff  neceffarily 
occafion  the  fending  another  Squadron  to  the  Baltickr 
the  neceflary  Supplies  were  very  early  granted,  viz. 
io5ooo  Seamen  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1717; 
226,799/.  5  s.  3  d.  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  and 
20,761  /.  for  the  Extraordinary  and  Repairs,  and  for  the 
furnifhing  fuch  Sea-Stores  as  might  be  neceflary.  Im¬ 
mediately  after.  Orders  were  iflued  for  forming  a  Grand 
Squadron,  confining  of  twenty-one  Ships  of  the  Line, 
befides  Frigates,  for  the  Balticky  the  Command  of  which, 
was  given  to  Sir  George  Byngy  who  was  to  have  had 
two  Admirals  under  him,  with  an  additional  Force  ; 
but,  before  thofe  Ships  were  ready,  the  Miniftry  altered 
their  Defign,  and  Sir  George ,  in  Obedience  to  his  frefh 
Orders,  failed  on  the  30th  of  March  for  Copenhagen  h.  , 

Whatever  Necefii ty  there  might  be  for  thefe 
vigorous  Meafures,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  this  Neceffity 
did  not  fo  fully  appear  to  many  who  were  hitherto 
fuppofed  as  penetrating  Politicians  as  any  in  this  King¬ 
dom  ; 
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dom  ;  and  therefore,  an  Oppofition  was  created,  where 
it  was  Jeaft  expected,  I  mean  by  fome  who  had  the 
Honour  to  be  in  the  King’s  Councils;  which,  however, 
did  not  hinder  them  from  expreffing  their  Sentiments 
with  a  Britifl)  Freedom.  Their  Arguments,  how¬ 
ever,  had  fo  little  Weight,  that  as  foon  as  Sir  George 
Byng  was  failed,  fome  of  the  great  Minifters  prevailed 
upon  his  Majefty  to  fend,  on  the  3d  of  April  17 17,  a 
Meilage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  this  Effedt ;  that, 
being  defirous  to  fecure  his  Kingdoms  againft  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  Danger  with  which  they  were  threatened  from 
Szveden ,  he  hoped  they  would  enable  him  to  make  good 
fuch  Engagements  as  might  eafe  his  People  of  all  fu¬ 
ture  Charge,  and  Apprehenfions,  upon  this  Account. 
This  occafioned  warm  Debates  in  the  Houfe ;  it  being 
faid,  that  the  demanding  a  Supply,  without  communi¬ 
cating  the  particular  Ufes  to  v/hich  it  was  to  be  appro¬ 
priated,  was  unparliamentary  ;  and  even  Mr.  Walpole , 
now  Earl  of  Orford ,  and  Mr.  Speaker,  appeared  to  be 
againft  it.  However,  it  was  at  length  carried  in  the 
Committee,  164  to  149.  That  it  was  the  Opinion  of 
the  Committee,  that  a  Sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  Pounds  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  to 
Concert  fuch  Meafures  with  foreign  Princes  and  States, 
as  may  prevent  any  Charge  and  Apprehenfion  from  the 
Defigns  of  Sweden  for  the  future :  When  the  Queftion 
was  again  put  in  the  Houfe,  it  was  carried  but  by  four 
Voices,  viz.  Yeas  153,  Noes  149.  The  next  Morn- 
ing,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  let  the  Lord  Townjhend 
know,  that  his  Majefty  had  no  further  Occafion  for  his 
Service,  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland:  whereupon, 
Mr,  Walpole  (now  Earl  of  Orford)  firft  Commiffioner 
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of  the  Treafury ;  Mr.  Methuen  Secretary  of  State  5 
and  Mr.  Pulteney  Secretary  at  War,  laid  down  their 
Employments.  A  few  Days  after,  Edward  (. RuJJel ) 
Earl  of  Orford ,  refigned  his  Office  of  firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  j  upon  which,  his  Majefty  thought  proper 
to  change  that  Board,  and  accordingly,  Rennes  Earl  of 
Berkley ,  Matthew  Aylmer ,  Efq;  Sir  George  Byng ,  James 
(jQckburn ,  and  William  Chetwynd ,  Elqrs.  were  made 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty  \ 

It  was  neceffary  to  take  Notice  of  thefe  Domeffick 
Proceedings,  before  we  followed  Sir  George  Byng  with 
his  Fleet  into  the  Baltick  $  where  fo  little  was  performed) 
that  it  is  not  eafy  to  give  the  Reader  any  tolerable  Satis¬ 
faction  about  it.  On  the  Eleventh  of  April ,  Sir  George 
arrived  in  the  Road  of  Copenhagen  ;  the  next  Day  he 
had  an  Audience  of  the  King,  and  affifted  at  feveral 
Conferences,  which  were  held  in  the  fucceeding  Week, 
in  order  to  fettle  tjie  Operations  by  Sea,  and  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Confederate  Fleet,  in  cafe  the  feveral  Squa¬ 
drons  fhould  join.  Sir  George  next  detached  five  Ships 
of  the  Line  to  cruize  in  the  Categat ,  between  Gotten - 
burgh  and  the  Point  of  Schagen ,  to  cover  the  Trade 
from  the  Swedi/h  Privateers.  The  Danijh  Cruizers  be¬ 
ing  likewife  employed  for  the  fame  Purpofe,  the  Paffage 
was  fo  effectually  fecured,  that  no  Ships  could  pafs  out 
of  that  Port.  Sir  George  himfelf  waited  only  for  a  fair 
Wind  to  fail  with  the  reit  of  the  Britijh  Squadron  into 
the  Baltick ,  where  the  Swedes ,  however,  had  abfolutely 
laid  afide  whatever  Defigns  they  had  formed,  either  to 

our 
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our  Prejudice,  or  again!*  the  general  Peace  of  Europe. 
On  the  7th  of  May,  however,  our  Admiral  failed  from 

Copenhagen ,  having  under  his  Convoy,  a  great  Number 

♦  # 

of  Merchant-Ships,  bound  for  feveral  Parts  of  the  BaU 
tidy  and  in  the  Kiogerbucht ,  was  joined  by  the  Danijb 
Fleet,  commanded  by  Vice-Admiral  Gabel :  they  failed 
together  towards  Carlfcroon ;  but  were  obliged  by  con¬ 
trary  Winds  to  return.  As  no  Enemy  appeared,  and 
the  Seafon  of  the  Year  began  to  advance,  Sir  George 
Byng  thought  of  returning  Home  with  the  Fleet;  and 
accordingly,  he,  on  the  2d  of  November ,  pall  the  Sound , 
with  nine  Englijh  Men  of  War,  three  Frigates,  and 
three  Veffels  of  fmall  Burthen,  leaving  behind  him  fix 
Men  of  War  to  a 61  in  Conjundion  with  the  Danijb 
Fleet;  and  on  the  15th  of  the  fame  Month,  arrived 
fafe  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Thames :  there  leaving  his  Squa¬ 
dron,  he  came  up  to  Londony  where  he  was  gracioufly 
received  by  his  Majefty.  So  that  here  ended  the  Naval 
Expedition  for  this  Year,  and  with  it,  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure,  the  Apprehenfion  the  Nation  was  under  from  the 
Swedes  k. 

Vojl,  IV.  D  d  I# 


k  To  quiet  the  Minds  of  the  People,  and  prevent  their  run¬ 
ning  into  a  Notion,  that  the  fitting  out  this  Fleet  was  not  really 
intended  for  the  Honour  and  Service  of  Great  Britain  :  The 
following  Account  was  publifhed  in  the  Gazette. 

Admi ralt v-Office,  June  28. 

“  Captain  Leftock,  of  The  Panther,  who  comipands  the 
“  Ships,  appointed  by  Sir  George  Byng,  to  cruize  off  Gotten- 
“  burgh,  gives  an  Account  by  his  Letter,  dated  the  thirteenth 
"  of  laft  Month,  That,  on  the  27th  of  April,  he  failed  out 
<c  °f  Marde  in  Norway,  and  three  Days  after,  took  a  Swedifh 
“  Privateer- Dogger,  of  fix  Guns,  and  fevenry-two  Men,  corn- 

manded 


402  NAVAL  HIS  TORT 

In  the  mean  Time,  his  Majefty  had  thought  fit  to 
appoint  Sir  John  Norris  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  ;  and,  as  if  Things 
began  to  be  fo  difpofed  as  to  admit  of  a  Peace  in  the 
North,  a  Refolution  was  taken,  to  difcharge  Count 
Gyllenhourg ,  which  was  thus  brought  about.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Orleans  ordered  the  French  Mi- 
nifter  here,  to  acquaint  the  King,  that  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  was  perfectly  well  informed  as  to  the  King  of 
Sweden’s  Difpolition,  and  that  he  was  throughly  fatis- 
fied,  that  his  Swedijh  Majefty  had  not,  nor  ever  had,  any 
Intention  to  difturb  the  Tranquility  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  Dominions ;  that  if,  therefore,  his  Minifters 
had  entered  into  any  Praftices  of  that  Kind,  it  was  en¬ 
tirely  out  of  his  Knowledge  ;  and  that,  upon  their  Re¬ 
turn  to  Sweden ,  he  would  caufe  a  ftrift  Enquiry  to  be 
made  into  their  Condudt,  in  order  to  punifh  them,  if 
they  fhould  be  proved  Guilty.  Upon  this  Propofition 
from  the  Regent  of  France ,  it  was  agreed,  that  Count 
Gyllenhourg  fliould  be  exchanged  againft  Mr.  Jackfon , 
the  Englijb  Minifter  at  Stockholm ,  and  that  Baron  Goertz 

fliould 


“  manded  by  one  St.  Leger,  the  Perfon  who  fometime  iince 
“  feized  one  of  our  Packet-Boats.  That  the  fame  Afternoon, 

“  he  retook  a  Dutch  Hoy,  which  had  been  taken  the  Day 
“  before,  by  a  Swedilh  Ship  of  ten  Guns  ;  and,  on  the  firft 
“  of  May,  in  the  Afternoon,  he  met  and  took  the  Privateer, 

“  into  whofe  Hands  the  Hoy  had  fallen :  All  which  Prizes 
were  carried  into  Arundel  ;  and  that,  the  ninth  at  Night,  ‘ 
4<  The  Strafford  retook  a  Dutch  Fly-boat.  By  another  Let- 
cc  ter  from  Captain  Leftock,  dated  the  26th  of  May,  he  gave 
<£,  an  Account,  that  his  Majefty’s  Ship  The  Severn  had  ta- 
ken  a  Pirate,  and  retaken  a  Dutch  Fly-boat  :  That  The 
il  Chatham  had  taken  two  Swedilh  Privateers  :  And,  that, 
on  the  fifteenth  of  the  faid  Month  of  May,  our  Ships  took 
t(  a  Swedilh  Brigantine  of  eight  Guns  and  twenty-fix  Men.’* 
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fliould  be  releafed  from  his  Confinement  in  Holland ; 
which  was  accordingly  performed.  Yet  the  Storm  did 
not  entirely  blow  over  ;  but  the  Swedijh  Quarrel  ftill 
proved  a  Source  of  new  Expence  to  the  Briti/h  Na¬ 
tion  K 

The  Miniftry,  to  fliew  that  their  Thoughts  were 
not  wholly  taken  up  by  thefe  Difputes  in  the  North, 
framed,  at  this  Time,  a  very  juft  and  laudable  Defign  of 
fupprefling  the  Py rates  in  the  Weft -Indies ,  who,  fince 
the  Clofe  of  the  late  War,  were  become  very  nume¬ 
rous  and  infolent.  And  to  give  the  Public  a  juft  Idea  of 
their  Care  in  this  Refpedt,  they  caufed  an  Order  of 
Council,  dated  the  15  th  of  September  1717,  to  be  pub- 
liflied  to  the  Effedt  following,  viz .  u  That  Com- 
<c  plaint  having  been  made  to  his  Majefty  by  great 
Numbers  of  Merchants,  Mafters  of  Ships,  and  Others, 
as  well  as  by  the  feveral  Governors  of  his  Majefty ’s 
<c  Iflands  and  Plantations  in  the  Weft  Andies ,  That  the 
“  Pirates  are  grown  fo  numerous,  that  they  infeft  not 
<c  only  the  Seas  of  Jamaica ,  but  even  thofe  of  the 
<c  Northern  Continent  of  America :  And  that,  unlefs 
fome  effe&ual  Means  beufed,  the  whole  Trade  from 
«  Great  Britain  to  thofe  Parts,  will  not  only  be  ob- 
cc  ftru&ed,  but  in  imminent  Danger  of  being  loft:  His 
«  Majefty  has,  upon  mature  Deliberation  in  Council, 
«  been  gracioully  pleafed,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  order  a 
proper  Force  to  be  employed  for  fupprefling  the  laid 
Piracies ;  and,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  for  the 
€<  more  effe&uall  putting  an  End  to  the  faid  Piracies, 

D  d  2  u  His 
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“  His  Majpfty  has  alfo  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  iffue 
<c  a  Proclamation,  dated  the  fifth  Infiant.  And,  where- 
“  as  it  hath  alfo  been  reprefented  to  his  Majefty,  that 
<c  the  Hou'fe  of  Lords  had  addrefled  her  late  Majefty  on 
“  this  Account,  particularly  with  refpedt  to  the  Bahama - 
“  IJlands :  but,  that  there  were  not  any  Means  ufed 
(t  in  Compliance  with  that  Addrefs,  for  fecuring  the 
“  Laid  Baha?na-IJlands :  And,  that  at  this  Time,  the 
“  Pirates  have  a  Lodgment  with  a  Battery  on  Harbour - 
IJland ,  one  of  the  Bahama's  \  as  alfo,  that  the  ufual 
<c  Retreat,  and  general  Receptacle  for  Pirates,  is  at  Pro - 
vidence ,  the  Principal  of  thofe  Blands :  His  Majefty 
cc  has  been  further  pleafed,  to  give  Directions  for  diflodg- 
«  ins:  thofe  Pirates,  who  have  taken  Shelter  in  the  Laid 
<c  Iflands,  as  well  as  for  fecuring  thofe  Hands,  and  ma- 
“  king  Settlements,  and  a  Fortification  there,  for  the 
<c  Safety  and  Benefit  of  the  Trade,  and  Navigation  of 
46  thofe  Seas  for  the  future  m,\ 

By  a  Proclamation,  dated  the  fifth  of  September  1717, 
his  Majefty  promifed  his  Pardon  to  any  Englijh  Weji - 
India  Pirates,  who  furrender  themfelves  on,  or  before 
the  5th  of  September  following,  for  all  Piracies  committed 
before  the  5  th  of  January  preceeding :  And,  after  the  faid 
5  th  of  September ,  any  of  his  Majefty  ?s  Officers  by  Sea 
or  Land,  who  take  a  Pirate,  upon  his  Convi&ion,  fhall 
have,  fora  Captain,  a  hundred  Pounds ;  for  any  other 
Officer,  from  a  Lieutenant  down  to  a  Gunner,  forty 
Pounds  5  for  an  Inferior  Officer,  thirty  Pounds  5  and  for 
every  private  Man,  twenty  Pounds.  Laftly,  any  Pirate 

delivering  up  a  Captain,  or  Commander,  on,  or  before, 

the 
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the  6th  of  September  following  (fo  as  he  be  convicted) 
flionld  have  two  hundred  Pounds  Reward,  to  be  paid  at  the. 
Treafury.  We  ihail,  in  treating  of  the  Events  of  next 
Year,  give  a  large  Account  of  the  good  Effeds  which 
this  Proclamation  produced,  by  giving  an  immediate 
Check  to  the  Infolency  of  thefe  Sort  of  People,  and  open¬ 
ing  a  Way  to  their  total  Suppreffion.  But  it  is  now  Time 
to  return  to  Affairs  of  greater  Importance,  and,  to  fay 
fomewhat  of  the  Politics  of  the  Britifi  Miniftry  at  this 
Juncture;  the  rather,  becaufeall  the  Naval  Tran  fa  61  ions 
which  follow,  depend  entirely  upon  them  n. 

The  Troubles  of  the  North  ftill  fubfifting,  we  could 
not  fuddenly  extricate  our  felves  from  the  Share  we  had 
taken  in  them  ;  though  it  was  vifibly  fuch  a  one,  as  laid 
our  Commerce  under  great  Difficulties  Abroad,  and  per¬ 
plexed  us  not  a  little  at  Home.  The  Merchants  com¬ 
plained  of  the  bad  Effeds  which  the  Prohibition  of  Trade 
with  Sweden  had  produced;  afferting  that,  inftead  of 
thirty  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  which  the  Ballance  of 
that  Trade  conflantly  brought  us,  we  now  loft  ninety 
Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  by  purchafing  Swedijh  Com¬ 
modities  from  other  People,  particularly  from  the  Dutch , 

i 

'who  raifed  the  Price  of  Swedijh  Iron,  four  Pounds  a 
Ton  ;  which  was  thought  the  harder,  becaufe  in  the 
original  Quarrel,  the  Dutch  were  as  deep  as  we  :  And 
now,  by  an  unaccountable  Turn,  they  were  in  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  whole  Swedijh  Trade ;  and  we,  after  all 
our  Armaments,  were  entirely  fliut  out.  T-  his  v/as  the 
Effed  of  the  Swedijh  War  Abroad;  but,  here  at  Home, 

D  d  3  Things 
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1  hings  were  in  a  worfe  Situation ;  for  feveral  of  the 
leading  Patriots  who  had  refigned  their  Places,  upon  that 
Change  of  Meafures  which  produced  the  Swedijh  War, 
infilled  warmly,  both  within  Doors  and  without,  that  it 
was  now  carried  on,  not  only  without  Regard,  but  in  di¬ 
rect  Oppofition  to,  and  the  manifeft  Difadvantage  of  the 
Intereft  ot  Great  Britain.  In  Proof  of  this,  they  alledged, 
not  only  the  Memorials  prefented  from  Time  to  Time 
by  the  Swedijh  Minifters,  but  thofe  alfo  delivered  of  late 
by  the  Minilter  from  the  Czar  j  which  concurred  in  af¬ 
firming,  that  all  our  Meafures  in  the  North,  were  go¬ 
verned  by  the  German  Intereft.  I  do  not  take  upon  me 
to  determine,  whether  thefe  Gentlemen  were  in  the 
Right,  or  in  the  Wrong.  I  only  relate  Matters  of  Fad 
as  I  find  them  ;  and  relate  them,  becaufe  my  Hiftory 
would  not  be  intelligible  without  them.  The  Miniftry, 
however,  did  not  change  their  Sentiments,  but  perfifted 
Hill  in  their  Refolution,  to  bring  the  King  of  Sweden  to 
fuch  Terms  as  they  thought  reafonable,  by  Force.  This 
was  a  Method,  which  of  all  Princes  Charles  XII.  could 
the  leaft  bear ;  and  therefore,  inltead  of  thinking  of  a 
Peace  upon  fuch  Terms,  he  turned  his  Thoughts  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  Means  of  carrying  on  a  War  j  and,  though 
his  Affairs  were  in  a  very  low  and  diftrefled  Condition, 
yet  his  heroic  Spirit,  joined  to  the  indefatigable  Pains  he 
took,  put  them  at  laft  into  fuch  a  Poflure,  that,  if  he 
had  not  been  fnatched  away  by  a  fudden  Death,  it  is 
highly  probable  he  would  have  reftored  them,  at  leaft 
on  the  Side  of  Germany  °. 

But 
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But  this  was  not  the  only  Affair  of  Confequence 
that  employed  the  Thoughts  of  our  Adminiftration, 
We  were  then  in  clofe  Confederacy  with  the  Emperor 
’  and  France,  and,  in  Conjunction  with  thefe  Powers,  had 
undertaken  to  fettle  the  Affairs  of  Europe  on  a  better 
Foundation  than  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  left  them.  With 
this  View,  the  Triple  Alliance  was  concluded  on,  the 
4th  of  'January  1717  >  and,  that  ^nfwering  the  End 
expeCted  from  it,  we  next  entered  (as  will  be  fhewn)  in¬ 
to  the  famous  quadruple  Alliance,  which  was  intended 
to  remedy  all  thefe  Defers,  and  to  fix  the  general  T  ran- 
qujllity  for  ever.  Yet,  by  unforefeen  Accidents,  to 
which  human  Policy  will  be  always  liable,  this  Al¬ 
liance  proved  the  Caufe  of  an  immediate  War  between 
Us  and  Spain ,  and  has  been  the  Source  of  all  the 
Troubles  that  have  rifen  in  Europe ,  from  the  Time  of 
its  Conclufion  to  this  very  Day.  By  this  Treaty  (the 
Terms  of  which  were  already  fixed,  though  it  was  not 
executed  till  fome  Months  afterwards)  the  Contracting 
Powers  undertook  to  fatisfy  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
of  Spain :  in  order  to  which,  his  Imperial  Majelty  was 
to  have  Sicily  given  him;  and  the  Reverfion  of  the  Italian 
Dominions,  to  which  the  Queen  of  Spain  pretended, 
was  to  be  fecured  to  her  Polled ty.  The  Crown  of 
Spain  was  at  prefent  highly  difpleafed  with  the  Provifion 
made  for  its  Intereft ;  and  though  the  Emperor  feemed 
to  be  very  well  contented  at  this  Juncture ;  yet,  as  foon 
as  Spain  was  compelled  to  accept  what  was  now  offered 
her,  he  alfo  grew  difpleafed  with  the  Partition,  and  we 
have  never  fince  been  able  to  keep  them  both  in  any 
Temper,  or  preferve  ourfelves  from  being  involved  in  their 
Quarrels,  as  the  Reader,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Work, 
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wll  be  fufficiently  informed.  Thefe  Spanijh  Difputes 
were  another  Ground  of  Oppofition,  which  afforded 
Room  for  the  then  Patriots  to  complain,  that  we  were 
more  attentive  to  the  Intereff  of  the  Emperor,  than 
careful  of  the  Commerce  of  Great  Britain .  In  fpite, 

of  this  Clamour,  the  Miniftry  concerted  with  the  Em- 
and  France^  the  proper  Means  for  executing  the 
Project  which  gave  Birth  to  this  Treaty,  by  taking  the 
I/land  ot  Sicily  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  who  was  now 
poflefied  of  it,  with  the  Title  of  King,  and  giving  it 
to  his  Imperial  Majeily ;  to  which,  the  firil- mentioned 
Prince  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  becaufe  he  faw  plainly, 
that  if  he  did  not  confent  to  give  this  Kingdom  to  the 
Emperor,  he  fhould  either  have  it  taken  from  him  by 
Force,  or  lofe  it  to  the  Spaniards ,  from  whom  Sar¬ 
dinia  was  by  our  Plan,  to  be  taken  and  bellowed  on 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  p. 


In  this  critical  Situation,  Things  w7ere,  when  the 
Parliament  met  on  the  21ft  of  November  1717  ;  and  on 
the  icth  of  September  following,  they  granted,  as  the 
Culiom  had  been  of  late  Years,  10,000  Seamen  for 
the  Year  1718,  and  224,837/.  14  x-  nd.  for  the 
Ordinary  of  the  Navy.  But,  as  this  would  by  no 
means  anfwer  the  Defigns  that  had  been  formed  by  the 
Adminiftration,  the  King  was  prevailed  upon,  to  fend  a 
MeiTage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  17th  of 
March ,  conceived  in  the  following  Terms q. 

"  GEORGE 
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«  GEORGE  REX, 

«  His  Majefty  being  at  prefent  engaged  in  feveral 
€C  Negotiations,  of  the  utmoft  Concern  to  the  Welfare 
<c  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe  ; 
cc  and  having  lately  received  Information  from  Abroad, 
<c  which  makes  him  judge  that  it  will  give  Weight  to 
<c  his  Endeavours,  if  a  Naval  Force  be  employed  where 
cc  it  fhall  be  neceffary,  does  think  fit  to  acquaint  this 

Houfe  therewith  ;  not  doubting,  but  that,  in  cafe  he 
<c  fhould  be  obliged,  at  this  critical  Jun&ure,  to  exceed 
<c  the  Number  of  Men  granted  this  Year,  for  the  Sea- 

Service,  the  Houfe  will  at  their  next  Meeting  pro- 
“  vide  for  fuch  exceeding  r.” 

This  Meffudge  was  brought  to  the  Houfe  by  Mr. 
Bofcowen ,  and  an  Addrefs,  promifing  to  make  Good 
fuch  Exceedings  as  were  mentioned,  if  they  fhould  be 
found  neceffary, was  moved  for  by  Sir  William  Strickland \ 
and  agreed  to,  without  a  Divifion  ;  which  was  extremely 
agreeable  to  the  Court.  The  next  Day,  the  King 
Thought  fit  to  make  fome  Alterations  at  the  Navy- 
Board;  and,  accordingly,  James  Earl  of  Berkley ,  Sir 
George  Byng ,  Sir  John  Jennings ,  John  Cockburn ,  and 
William  Chetwynd ,  Efqrs.  Sir  John  Norris ,  and  Sir 
Charles  Wager ,  were  declared  Commiflioners  for  executing 
the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England ,  Ireland , 
&c.  the  Right  Honourable  James  Earl  of  Berkley ,  to  be 
Vice-Admiral  of  Great  Britain ,  and  Matthew  Aylmer , 
Efq;  to  be  Rear-Admiral  of  Great  Britain ,  who  was 
foon  after  raifed  to  the  Dignity  of  a  Baron  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Ireland  \ 

While 
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While  thefe  Steps  were  taking,  a  great  Number 
of  large  Ships  were  put  into  Commiffion,  and  fuch 
other  Steps  purfued,  as  rendered  it  evident,  that  the  Fleet 
now  fitting  out,  would  not  prove  a  Fleet  of  Parade. 
The  $ panifh  Minifter  here  M.  de  Monteleone ,  who  was 
a  Man  of  Forefight  and  Intrigue,  being  alarmed  at 
thefe  Appearances,  reprefented  in  a  Memorial,  dated  the 
18th  of  March ,  1718,  <c  That  fo  powerful  an  Arma- 
<c  ment,  in  Time  of  Peace,  could  not  but  caufe  Urn- 
<c  brage  to  the  King  his  Matter,  and  alter  the  good  In- 
cc  telligence  that  reigned  between  the  two  Crowns”. 
The  King  anfwered,  cc  That  it  was  not  his  Intention 
“  to  conceal  the  Subjedt  of  that  Armament ;  and  that 
tc  he  defigned  foon  to  fend  Admiral  Byng  with  a 
u  powerful  Squadron  into  the  Mediterranean  Seay  in 
<c  order  to  maintain  the  Neutrality  of  Italy  y  againft  thofe 
<e  who  Ihould  feek  to  difturb  it”.  The  Reafon  afligned 
for  adting  with  fo  much  Vigour,  was  the  Difpofitions 
made  in  Spain  for  attacking  the  Ifland  of  Sicily  y  and  the 
Hard  (hips  that  were  put  upon  the  Britijh  Merchants. 
Cardinal  Jlbercni ,  who  was  then  at  the  Head  of  the 
Spanijh  Affairs,  defended  himfelf,  and  the  Meafures  he 
had  taken,  with  great  Spirit,  endeavouring  to  make  the 
World  believe,  that  the  Spanijh  Expedition  againft  the 
Ifland  of  Sicily ,  was  not  fo  much  a  Matter  of  Choice, 
as  of  Neceffity.  I  fhould  wrong  that  wife  Minifter 
extremely,  if  I  fhould  endeavour  to  give  his  Senfe  in 
any  other  Words  than  his  own  ;  and,  therefore,  I  have 
preferved  his  Letter  upon  this  Subjedt 1  $  which  is  fo 

much 
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much  the  more  Curious,  as  it  is  not  at  all  taken  Notice 
of  in  fome  late  Accounts  of  our  Expedition. 

About 


Majefty’s  Ambaflador  to  the  States  General,  who  communi- 
cated  it  to  their  High  MightinelTes.  The  Reader  will  eafily 
perceive,  that  this  Letter  falls  a  good  deal  later  in  Point  of 
Time,  than  where  I  place  it ;  but,  as  it  contains  the  Reafons 
of  the  Sicilian  Expedition,  I  thought  it  came  bell  in  for  my 
Purpofe  here. 

44  I  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  my  Lord  Stanhope  fet  out 
44  the  26th  of  this  Month  from  the  Court  at  the  Efcurial  for 
“  Madrid  ;  whence  he  was  to  procede  in  his  Journey  to  Paris ; 

having  feen  Proofs  fufficient,  during  his  Stay  here,  of  the 
“  Conllancy  and  Firmnefs  with  which  the  King  rejedled  the 
“  Projeft  of  the  Princes  Mediators,  and  the  Sufpenlion  of 
“  Arms  lall  propofed.  He  learnt,  from  their  Majefties  own 
44  Mouths,  in  two  long  Conferences,  to  which  he  had  the  Ho- 
44  nour  to  be  admitted,  that  they  detefted  that  Project,  as  un- 
44  juft,  prejudicial,  and  offenfive  to  their  Honour  ;  f  told  him, 
44  that  I  did  not  comprehend  what  Motive  could  induce  the 
44  Confederated  Powers  to  admit  the  Duke  of  Savoy  into  their 
44  Alliance  ;  not  only  considering  of  what  little  Ufe  he  will  be 
44  to  them,  but  becaufe  ’tis  certain,  thofe  Powers  have  no 
44  need  of  the  Troops  of  Savoy,  unlefs  that  Prince  will  main- 
44  tain  them  at  his  own  Expence,  which  will  be  very  difficult 
44  to  obtain. 

44  As  for  Sicily,  I  declared  to  my  Lord  Stanhope,  in  the 
44  Prefence  of  the  Marquifs  de  Nancre,  that  France  and  Great 
44  Britain  had  of  themfelves,  and  none  elfe  whatever,  indu- 
44  ced  the  King  to  retake  that  Kingdom  ;  for  both  thofe 
44  Courts  had  allured  his  Majefty,  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
44  was  treating  with  the  Arch-Duke  to  give  up  to  him  that 
44  Ifland,  if  he  would  accept  it :  but  that  he  had  refufed  it, 
44  confidering  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  receive  it  by  the 
44  Difpofition  of  the  Powers  Mediators,  and  with  the  Confent 
44  of  Spain,  becaufe  in  that  Cafe,  he  would  have  the  Aavan- 
41  tage  to  obtain  it  by  a  more  juft,  and  more  authentic  Title  ; 
44  befides,  the  Afturance  of  keeping  it,  by  Favour  of  fo 
44  powerful  a  Guaranty.  I  likewife  (hewed  my  Lord  Stanhope, 
44  that,  the  Arch-Duke  being  Mafter  of  Sicily,  all  Italy  will 
44  be  the  Slaves  of  the  Germans,  and  the  Powers  of  Europe 
44  not  be  able  to  fet  her  at  Liberty.  And,  that  the  Germans, 
44  in  the  laft  War,  with  a  fmall  Body  of  Troops,  made  head’ 
41  and  difputed  the  Ground,  againft  two  Crowns,  which  had 

44  formidable 
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About  the  middle  of  the  Month  of  March,  Sir 
George  Byng  was  appointed  Admiral  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Squadron  intended  for  the  Mediterranean ; 
and  on  the  24th  of  May  following,  he  received  his  In- 
ftru&ions,  which  were  to  this  Purpofe.  “  That  he 
“  fhould,  upon  his  Arrival  in  the  Mediterranean ,  ac- 
*c  quaint  the  King  of  Spain,  and  like.wile  the  Viceroy 
<c  of  Naples,  and  Governor  of  Milan,  he  was  fent  into 
<c  that  Sea,  in  order  to  promote  all  Meafures  that  might 
tc  bell  contribute  to  the  compofing  the  Differences  arifen 
“  between  the  two  Crowns,  and  for  preventing  any 

“  farther 


44  formidable  Armies  in  Lumbardy,  were  Mailers  of  the 
“  Country,  and  a  great  Number  of  confiderable  Places.  I 
44  alio  reprefented  to  him  very  clearly,  That,  to  make  Way 
44  in  Lombardy,  was  to  make  it  in  a  Labyrinth,  and  that  it 
64  was  the  fatal  Burial  Place  of  the  French  and  English.  That 
44  every  Year  of  the  lak  War,  coil  France  18  or  20,000 
44  Recruits,  and  above  15  Millions:  That  the  Duke  ofVen- 
44  dofme,  at  the  Time'  Things  went  profperouily,  faid.  That 
44  if  the  War  in  Italy  lafied,  the  two  Crowns  mull  indif- 
44  penfably  abandon  that  Province,  becaufe  of  the  immenfe 
44  Charge.  That,  according  to  the  Engagements  now  propofed, 
44  the  Succours  of  Great  Britain  are  far  off,  and  impracticable, 
44  and  that  the  reft  would  cok  a  Potofi,  enough  to  ruin  a 
44  Kingdom.  That  at  prefent,  thofe  of  France  are  impoffible, 
44  and  would  be  generally  oppofed  by  the  Nation.  That  the 
44  Arch-Duke  would  Triumph  with  all  thefe  Advantages,  and 
44  England  not  recover  the  leak  Reimburfement ;  when,  on 
44  the  Contrary,  ft e  might  gain  confiderably,  by  fiding  with 
44  Spain.  In  Conclufion,  I  told^Lord  Stanhope  plainly, 
44  that  the  Proportion  of  giving  Sicily  to  the  Arch-Duke, 
was  abfolutely  fatal ;  and  that  of  fetting  Bounds  afterwards 
*'  to  his  vak  Defigns,  a  meer  Dream  and  Illufion,  fince  that 
44  Prince,  being  poffeffed  of  Sicily,  would  have  no  further  need, 
44  either  of  France  or  England,  for  bringing  immediately  the 
«  rek  of  Italy  under  Subjection ;  and  no  Power  would  be  in 
44  a  Condition  to  oppofe  it.  This  is  the  Subkance  of  all  the 
64  Conferences  my  Lord  Stanhope  had,  and  your  Excellency 
44  may  make  Uie  of  it,  as  Occakon  fhall  oker  « 


\  - 
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,s  farther  Violation  of  the  Neutrality  of  Italy,  which 
5C  he  was  to  fee  preferved.  That  he  was  to  make 
<C  Jnftances  with  both  Parties,  to  forbear  all  Acts  of 
«  Hoftility,  in  order  to  the  fetting  on  Foot,  and  con- 
«  eluding  the  proper  Negotiations  of  Peace.  But,  in 
“  Cafe  the  Spaniards  fhould  ftill  perfilt  to  attac  the  Em- 
«  peror’s  Territory  in  Italy ,  or  to  land  in  any  Part  of 
«  Italy ,  for  that  Purpofe,  or  fhould  endeavour  to  make 
«  themfelves  Mailers  of  the  Illand  of  Sicily ,  which  mull 
“  be  with  a  Defign  to  invade  the  Kingdom  of  Naples, 
“  he  was  then,  with  all  his  Power,  to  hinder  and  ob- 
«  ftrudl  the  lame ;  but,  if  they  were  already  landed,  he 
“  was  to  endeavour  amicably  to  difluade  them  from  per- 
«  fevering  in  fuch  an  Attempt,  and  to  offer  them  his  Af- 
«  fiftance  to  withdraw  their  Troops,  and  put  an  End 

I  x 

“  to  all  farther  Ads  of  Hoftility  ;  but,  if  his  friendly 
cc  Endeavours  fhould  prove  ineffedtuai,  he  was  then  to 
cc  defend  the  Territories  attacked,  by  keeping  Company 
with,  or  intercepting  their  Ships,  Convoys,  or  (if  ne- 
ceilary)  by  oppofing  them  openly?\  It  is  evident, 
that  thefe  Inftru&ions  were  not  of  the  cleared  Kind  5 
but  it  feems,  they  were  explained  to  him  before-hand, 
by  the  great  Men,  who  had  then  the  Direction  of  all 
Things,  as  appears  by  a  Letter  which  is  ftill  preferved, 
and  which  I  have  placed  in  the  Notes u. 

The 


u  The  Letter  referred  to  in  the  Text,  is  from  Mr.  Se¬ 
cretary  Craggs,  immediately  before  his  Embarkation  ;  it  is 
preferved  by  the  accurate  liiftorian  of  this  Expedition,  in  his 
Appendix,  Page  208  of  his  original  Edition  ;  from  whence 
I  have  tranferibed  it,  as  a  full  Proof,  that  Sir  Georec  afted 
according  to  the  verbal  Explication  cf  his  written  Orders  by 
the  Minifters.  ,  * 

“  Cockpit, 


/ 


V 


i 
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The  Admiral  failed  the  15th  of  °fune  1718,  from 
Spitbead ,  with  twenty  Ships  of  the  Line  of  Battel,  two 
Fire-fhips,  two  Bomb-Vefiels,  an  Hofpital-Ship,  and  a 
Store-Ship.  Being  got  into  the  Ocean,  he  fent  The  Ru¬ 
pert  to  Lijbon ,  for  Intelligence  3  and  arriving  the  jotlv 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  he  dilpatched  The  Superbe  to  Cadi%% 
with  a  Gentleman,  who  carried  a  Letter  from  him  to 
Colonel  Stanhope ,  (the  prefent  Earl  of  Harrington )  the 
King’s  Envoy  at  Madrid ,  wherein  he  defired  that  Mi- 
nifter  to  acquaint  the  King  of  Spain  with  his  Arrival  in 
thofe  Parts,  in  his  Way  to  the  Mediterranean ,  and  to 
lay  before  him,  the  Inftrudtions  he  was  to  a£t  under  with 
his  Squadron  3  of  which,  he  gave  a  very  ample  Detail 
in  his  Letter.  The  Envoy  (hewed  the  Letter  to  the  Car¬ 
dinal  Alberoni ,  who,  upon  reading  it,  told  him  with 
fome  Warmth,  <c  That  his  Mafter  would  run  all  Haz- 
ards,  and  even  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  driven  out  of 

Spain ^ 


“  Cockpit,  May  27,  O.  S.  171S. 

*  « 

“SIR,  ' 

“  I  inclofe  to  you  his  Majefty’s  Initru&ions,  as  well  with 
“  relation  to  your  Conduct  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  to  the 
“  Treaty  with  the  Moors. 

“  After  what  paffed  Yeiterday  between  my  Lord  Sunder- 
“  land,  my  Lord  Stanhope,  You  and  Me,  when  we  were  to- 
“  gether  at  Lord  Stanhope’s  Lodgings,  there  remains  nothing 
**  for  me,  but  to  wilh  you  a  good  Voyage,  and  good  Succeli 
“  in  your  Undertakings :  I  do  it  very  heartily,  and  am,  with 
“  great  Truth, 

♦‘SIR, 

u  Your  molt  Obedient, 


“  Humble  Servant, 

“  J.  CRAGG ST 


1 
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«  Spain,  rather  than  recall  his  Troops,  or  confent  roany 
“  Sufpenfion  of  Arms ;  ”  adding,  “  That  the  Spaniards 
“  were  not  to  be  frighted,  and  he  wasfo  well  convinced 
«  of  their  Fleets  doing  their  Duty,  that,  if  the  Admiral 
«  fhould  think  fit  to  attac  them,  he  fhould  be  in  no 
“  Pain  for  the  Succefs.”  Mr.  Stanhope  having  in  his 
Hand,  a  Lilt  of  the  Britijh  Squadron,  defired  his  Emi¬ 
nence  to  perufe  it,  and  to  compare  its  Strength  with  that 
of  their  own  Squadron  j  which  the  Cardinal  took  and 
threw  on  the  Ground  with  much  Paflion.  Mr.  Stan¬ 
hope ,  with  great  Temper,  entreated  him,  “  Toconfider 
«  the  fincere  Attention  the  King,  his  Mailer,  had  always 
«  had  to  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
<£  jelly,  which  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  give  great- 
“  er  Proofs  of  than  he  had  done,  by  his  unwearied  En- 
“  deavours  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  prefent 
“  Negotiation,  to  procure  the  moll  advantagious  Con- 

“  ditions  poffible  for  Spain,  in  which  he  had  fucceeded 

/ 

44  even  beyond  what  any  unprejudiced  Perfon  could 
44  have  hoped  for;  and  that,  though  by  the  Treaty  of 
44  Utrecht  for  the  Neutrality  of  Italy ,  which  was  entred 
44  into  at  the  Requeft  of  the  King  of  Spain  hirnfelf ;  as 
44  alfo,  by  that  of  Wejhninjter ,  the  25th  of  May  1716, 
44  his  Majefty  found  himfelf  obliged  to  defend  the 
44  Emperor’s  Dominions  when  attacked,  he  had  hither- 
44  to  only  adled  as  a  Mediator,  though,  even  lince  the 
44  Enterprize  againft  Sardinia ,  by  his  Treaties,  he  be- 
44  came  a  Party  in  the  War,  and  for  this  Year  laft  pad, 
44  had  been  Itrongly  called  upon  by  the  Emperor,  to 
44  comply  with  his  Engagements ;  and  that,  even  now, 
44  when  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  delay  any  longer 
44  the  fending  his  Fleet  into  the  Mediterranean ,  it  plain- 

44  ly 
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“  ty  appeared  by  the  Admiral’s  Inilruftions,  which  he 
communicated  to  his  Eminence;  a nd,  by  the  Orders 
he  had  himfelf  received,  that  his  Majefly  had  nothing 
mere  at  Heart,  than  that  his  Fleet  might  be  employed 
in  promoting  the  Interefts  of  the  King  of  Spain  ^  and 
hoped,  hie  Catholic  JVlajefiy  would  not,  by  refufing 
<c  to  recall  his  Troops,  or  confent  to  ^  Ceflation  of 
Arms,  put  it  out  of  his  Power  to  give  all  the  Proofs 
cc  of  fincere  Friendfhip  he  always  defigned  to  cultivate 
<c  with  his  Catholic  Majefty’h  All  that  the  Cardinal 
could  be  brought  to  promife,  was,  to  lay  the  Admiral’s 
Tetter  before  the  King,  and  to  let  the  Envoy  know 
his  Refolution  upon  it  in  two  Days:  but  it  was  nine 
before  he  could  obtain  and  fend  it  away  ;  the  Cardinal 
probably  hoping,  that  the  Admiral  would  delay,  in  Ex¬ 
pectation  of  it,  in  fome  of  the  Ports  of  Spain ,  and 
thereby  give  Time  for  their  Fleet  and  Forces  to  fecure 
a  good  Footing  in  Sicily .  The  Anfwer  was  wrote  under 
the  Admiral’s  Letter  in  thefe  Words.  “  His  Catholic 
<c  Majefly  has  done  me  the  Honour  to  tell  me,  that 
cc  the  Chevalier  Byng  may  execute  the  Orders  which 
he  has  from  the  King  his  Mailer. 

“  Efcurial ,  July  15,  1718. 

46  The  Cardinal  Alberoni  x 

Mr.  Stanhope  feeing  Things  tending  to  a  Rupture, 
gave  private  and  early  Notice  of  his  Apprehen lions  to 

the 


x  See  the  Account  of  the  Expedition  of  the  Britifh  Fleet  to 
Sicily,  p.  8.  As  this  is  collected  very  fairly  from  original 
Papers,  1  depend  upon  it  as  to  Fadts  ;  but  have  endeavoured 
to  Hate  them  with  concurring  Evidence,  in  a  Manner  more 
fuitable  to  this  Hi  (lory,  in  which  I  delire  to  be  conlidered  in 
no  other  Light,  than  as  a  Lover  of  Truth,  independant  of 
Coxnplaifance  or  Party. 
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the  Engli/b  Confuls,  and  Merchants  fettled  in  the 
Spanijb  Sea-Ports,  advifing  them  to  fecure  their  Effe&s 
again#  the  Dangers  that  might  arife  from  a  Breach  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Crowns.  This  (hewed  plainly  enough, 
that  our  Minifter  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Dif- 
pofition  of  the  Adminiftration  at  Home,  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  fteadily  purfued  thefe  war-like  Meafures, 
as  conftantly  adhered  to  their  firft  Refolution,  of  throw¬ 
ing  the  Weight  of  this  Rupture,  if  poflible,  on  the 
Court  of  Spain .  With  this  View,  Lord  Stanhope  fet  out 
himfelf  for  Madrid ,  in  order  to  make  new  Propofitions 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty  j  which,  if  accepted,  might  pre¬ 
vent  Things  from  coming  to  Extremities :  in  which  Ne¬ 
gotiation,  he  adlually  laboured,  till  very  near  the  Time 
that  Hoftilites  were  begun ;  but  to  no  Purpofe,  for  Car¬ 
dinal  Aiberoni  was  as  much  bent  on  executing  his  own 
Scheme,  as  the  Britijb  Miniftry  could  be,  with  regard 
to  theirs  3  and  therefore,  rejected  all  the  Propofals  that 
were  made  him,  with  a  Firmnefs  that  w^as  ftiled  Info- 
lence  by  his  Enemies  L 

The  Admiral  purfuing  his  Voyage  with  unfavour¬ 


able  Winds,  it  was  the  8th  of  July ,  before  he  made 
Cape  Spar  tel)  where  The  Super  be  and  Rupert  rejoined 
him,  and  brought  him  Advice,  of  the  mighty  Prepara¬ 
tions  the  Spaniards  had  made  at  Barcelona ,  and  of  their 
Fleet  failing  from  thence  the  18th  of  June ,  to  the  Eaft- 
ward.  In  paffing  by  Gibraltar ,  Vice-Admiral  Cornwall 
came  out  and  joined  him,  with  The  Argyle  and  Charles 
Galley.  The  Squadron  wanting  Water,  and  the  Wind 
Vol.  IV.  E  e  continuing 


7  Mercures  Hifloriques,  Rouflet,  Memo: res  de  111  L  C 
Aiberoni,  &c.  u  c 


' 
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continuing  contrary,  they  anchored  off  Cape  Malaga ; 
where,  having  completed  their  Watering,  in  four  Days, 
they  proceeded  to  Minorca ,  where  the  Admiral  was  to 
land  four  Regiments  of  Foot,  which  he  carried  out  from 
England ,  in  order  to  relieve  the  Soldiers  there  in  Gar- 
rifon,  who  were  to  embark  and  ferve  on  board  the  Squa-  * 
dron.  On  the  23d  of  July ,  he  anchored  with  the  Squa¬ 
dron  off  Port-Mahon :  Here,  he  received  Advice,  that 
the  Spanijh  Fleet  had  been  feen  the  30th  of  June ,  with¬ 
in  forty  Leagues  of  Naples ,  fleering  S.  E.  upon  which, 
he  difpatched  away  Expreffes  to  the  Governor  of  Milan , 
and  Vice-Roy  of  Naples ,  to  inform  them  of  his  Arrival 
in  the  Mediterranean  3  and  having  fhifted  the  Garrifons 
of  Minorca ,  he  failed  from  thence  the  25  th  of  July9 
and  arrived  the  iff  of  Augujl  in  the  Bay  of  Naples  x. 
One  need  not  wonder  that  the  German  Government 
was  extremely  well  pleafed  at  the  Admiral’s  Arrival,  or 
that  they  paid  him  every  Honour  in  their  Power,  fince 
it  is  very  certain,  that  his  coming  fo  luckily,  preferved 
that  Kingdom  for  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria9  that  had 
otherwife,  in  all  Probability,  fhared  the  Fate  of  Sicily ; 
which  the  Marquis  de  Lede  had  conquered,  alraoft  as 
foon  as  he  landed  3  or  rather  his  landing  gave  the  People 
an  Opportunity  of  declaring  for  that  Power,  which, 
though  it  had  loff  its  Sovereignty  over  them,  had  ftill 
preferved  their  Affections a. 

L  r* r* 

This 

V 

. Ml  I  IBIHII  1  ■!  Ill  >  WH'M1  —  ~  -  --  1 

^  Annals  of  King  George,  Hiilorical  Regifter,  _  Political 
State,  &c.  1  The  Imperial  Viceroy  of  Naples,  prefented  Sir 

George  with  a  Sword  fet  with  Diamonds,  and  a  very  rich 
Staff  of  Command  :  And  to  the  Admiral  s  Son,  he  made  a 

IVfent  of  a  very  fine  Sword.  After  the  Conference,  the 

Admiral 
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This  News  alarmed  the  Viceroy  of  Naples ,  who 
had  now  no  Hopes  but  from  the  Defence  that  might  be 
made  by  the  Citadel  of  Mejjina ;  and  from  that  he  could 
have  no  great  Confidence,  fince  it  was  garrifoned  by  the 
Duke  of  Savoy’ s  Troops,  who  could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
intereft  themfelves  much  in  preferving  a  Place,  which 
their  Mailer  was  to  part  with  fo  foon.  The  Viceroy, 
therefore,  wifely  conlidered  how  he  might  make  the  bell 
ufe  of  the  Brltijb  Fleet*  and  his  own  Forces;  upon 
which,  he  came  at  laft  to  this  prudent  Refolution  ; 
which  was,  to  embark  2000  German  Foot  under  the 
Command  of  General  Wetzel ,  who  were  to  take  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Citadel  of  Mejjina ,  and  Fort  Salvador ,  in 
purfuance  of  an  Agreement  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy , 
who,  finding  that  he  was  to  lofe  the  Ifland,  eontrived 
to  lofe  it  fo*  as  that  he  might  get  fomething  for  it. 
Thefe  German  Forces  were  to  be  efcorted  by  the  Britijb 
Fleet,  which  failed  for  that  Purpofe  from  Naples ,  on  the 
6th  of  Augujl ,  and  arrived  on  the  9th,  in  View  of  the 
Fare  of  Mejjina .  The  Spanijh  Army,  after  having  ta-> 
ken  the  City  laft-mentioned,  were  now  encamped  be¬ 
fore  the  Citadel,  which  the  Troops,  under  the  Pro¬ 
tection  of  Sir  George  Byng ,  were  going  to  relieve.  It 
was  therefore,  highly  likely  that  an  ACtion  would  enfue  * 
and  for  this  Reafon,  it  was  thought  requifite  to  put  on  ilili 
a  peaceable  Appearance,  in  order  to  throw  the  Blame  up- 

E  e  2 '  on 


Admiral  was  fplendidly  entertained  at  Dinner,  and  then  lodg¬ 
ed  in  the  Palace  of  the  Duke  de  MatelonaV,  which  had  been 
magnificently  fitted  up  for  his  Reception.  The  Viceroy  like- 
wife  fent  Refrefhments  to  the  Fleet,  confifting  of  a  hundred 
Oxen,  three  nundred  Sheep,  fix  hundred  Pounds  of  Sugart 

feventy  Hoglheads  of  Wine,  forty  Hoglhflads  of  Brandy,  and 

leveral  other  Things. 


4ao  NAVAL  HISTORY 

on  the  Spaniards  which,  however,  was  pretty  difficult 
to  do,  fince,  with  refpect  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  (the 
only  Treaty  the  Spaniards  could  take  Notice  of)  the 
Germans  were  as  much  Invaders  as  they,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  Efcorting  an  Invafion,  feemed  to  be  an  odd  way 
of  conferving  a  Neutrality  b.  This  Step,  however,  was 
neceffary  to  be  taken  \  and  the  Admiral,  who  in  point 
of  good  Senfe,  and  good  Breeding,  was  as  able  a  Man 
as  any  in  his  Time,  did  it  with  a  very  good  Grace. 

He 


b  As  our  Minifters,  in  Conjunction  with  thofe  of  the  Em¬ 
peror,  and  France,  were  at  great  Pains  to  infpire  all  Europe 
with  the  utmoft  Horror  for  Cardinal  Alberoni,  fo  that  Mi- 
nifter,  than  whom,  perhaps,  there  never  was  an  abler  Politician, 
thought  fit,  on  his  fide,  to  publifh  feveral  Pieces,  in  order  to 
fhew,  that  the  prefer t  Difpute  was  not  between  the  Englilh 
and  Spanilh  Nations,  but  between  the  Englilh  Miniftry,  who 
would  give  Law  to  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  Spanilh  Nation, 
that  were  determined  not  to  receive  it.  Amongft  thefe,  the 
following  Manifefto  was  thought  the  molt  remarkable,  and  will 
ferve  to  give  the  Reader  a  clear  Idea  of  the  Manner  in  which 
the  Court  of  Spain  would  have  had  this  AlFair  underfiood.  It 
is  a  Letter  written  by  the  Cardinal  to  the  M.  de  Beretti  Landi  5 
but  the  Reader  will  fee,  by  the  Clofe  of  it,  why  I  ftile  it  a 
Manifefto  ;  in  which  Light  it  was  alfo  confidered  by  our  Court, 
as  appears  by  Secretary  Cragg’s  Letter  to  the  Spanilh  Miniller, 
dated  from  Hampton- Court,  September  4th,  1718,  in  which 
he  complains  loudly  of  this  Proceeding,  as  if  intended  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  Merchants  to  DifaiFeClion  towards  the  Government. 

“SIR, 

“  It  is  notorious  every  where,  that  the  Miniftry  of  Great 
««  Britain  being  prepofteffed  by  their  Paflions  and  private  Views, 
«  have  endeavoured,  by  all  imaginable  Means,  to  infufe  into 
«<  the  Englilh  Nation,  an  entire  Diftruft  and  Averfion  to 
«<  Spain,  to  engage  the  faid  Nation  to  purfue  the  Maxims  of 
“  that  Miniftry,  which  are  fo  prejudicial  and  contrary  to  the 
«  common  Good.  It  is  known,  that  of  late,  the  Govern- 
4‘  merit  of  England  hath  ufed  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  per- 

««  fuade  the  Nation,  that  the  Application  and  Defigns  of  Spain 

“  were 
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He  lent,  for  this  Purpofe,  his  firft  Captain,  who  was 
Captain  Saunders ,  with  a  Letter  to  the  Marquis  de 
Lede ,  in  which  he  acquainted  him,  “  That  the  King 
“  his  Mailer,  being  engaged  by  feveral  Treaties,  to  pre- 

E  e  3  ferve 


€C  were  to  encreafe  confiderably  her  Naval  Forces,  to  oppofe 
“  the  Commerce  which  all  Nations  in  general  cariy  on  with 
“  the  Indies,  notwithflanding  the  two  laft  1  reaties  ;  ana  the 
“  Religious  Observation  of  his  Majefly’s  Royal  Word,  ought 
“  to  convince  the  Englilh  of  the  Artifice  with  which  thofe 
“  Rumours  are  fpread,  and  which  are  contrived  only  to  excite 
Diilruft  and  Difunion  with  the  Spaniards  ;  and  every  Man, 

“  of  found  Judgment,  will  reflea,  that  God  has  put  the  Indies 
•t  into  the  Power  of  that  .Monarchy,  to  the  end  that  all.  Na- 
“  tions  might  partake  of  that  Advantage  :  However,  it  is  the 
“  King’s  Will,  that,  for  the  greater  Proof  of  the  fincere  De- 
“  ixre  he  has  to  maintain  the  public  Tranquillity,  and  for.dif- 
«<  pelling  Reports  fo  pernicious  to  the  Quiet  of  the  Subjects 
“  of  Spain  and  England,  your  Excellency  fhould  allure  the  Eng- 
«  lilh  Merchants  that  are  in  Holland,  and  all  thofe  who  are 
<c  concerned  in  Commerce,  that  his  Majelty  will  never  alter 
“  the  eflablilhed  Laws,  nor  ever  infringe  the  Treaties  which 
(l  the  Englifli  Nation  enjoys,  with  fo  great  Benefit,  by  his  Ge^ 

“  nerofity  ;  and  that  the  Naval  Forces  cf  Spain,  are  to  con- 
«  fill  only  of  a  limited  Number,  that  may  be  Sufficient  to  fe» 

“  cure  her  Coafts  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  defend  and  con- 
“  voy  her  Galleons.  For  a  Proof  of  what  his  Majelty  orders 
* 6  me  to  fay  to  your  Excellency,  a  new  Conjuncture  jult  now 
“  offers  itfelf,  in  which,  the  King  my  Mafter,  to  Signalize  his 
“  Love  of  the  Britifh  Nation,  palfesby,  without  Resentment, 

**  the  Contents  of  the  Paper  here  Subjoined  ;  which  is  a  Copy 
«  of  that  delivered  by  Mr.  Stanhope,  and  by  which,  an  open 
“  Rupture  is  declared,  if  the  Project  be  not  accepted  j  and 
«  they  offer  to  oblige  the  King  to  it  by  Threats.  On  the 
“  Contrary,  his  Majefty,  inflead  of  being  provoked  at  Such  a 
ct  Proceeding,  has  ordered,  as  an  Inflance  of  the  good  Faith 
Ci  with  which  he  hath  always  aCted,  that  the  Effects  and  Mer- 
chandize  of  the  Englilh,  which  are  in  the  Elota  that  is 
**  newly  arrived  at  Cadiz  from  the  Indies,  lhali  not  be  touch-  j 
ed,  nor  any  Change  made  to  relation  to  them',  it  being  the 
<e  King’s  Intention,  that  what  belongs  to  each  of  the  Englilh, 

“  refpeCtively,  Ihould  be  delivered  to  them.  1  his  Refolution 
««  is  very  different  from  the  Rumours  which  the  Briafh  Mi- 

“  niftry 


/ 
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*' *  *clTe  Tranquillity  of  Italy ,  had  honoured  him 
tvith  the  Command  of  a  Squadron  of  Ships,  which 
“  he  had  frnt  into  the  Seas;  and  that  he  came  fully 
“  impowered  and  inftruded  to  promote  fuch  Meafures 
“  as  might  belt  accommodate  all  Differences  between 
£t  the  Powers  concerned  :  That  his  Majefly  was  em- 
“  ploying  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  bring  about  a  ge- 
“  neral  Pacification,  and  was  not  without  Hopes  of 
Succefs.  He,  therefore,  propofed  to  him  to  come  to 
41  a  Celia tion  of  Arms  in  Sicily,  for  two  Months,  in 
“  order  to  give  Time  to  the  feveral  Courts  to  conclude 
“  on  fuch  Resolutions  as  might  reftore  a  Ming  Peace”. 
But  added,  “  That  if  he  was  not  fo  happy  to  fucceed 
“  in  this  Offer  of  his  Service,  nor  to  be  inftrumental 
“  in  bringing  about  fo  defireable  a  Work,  he  then  hoped 
“  to  merit  his  Excellency’s  Efteem  in  the  Execution 
“  of  the  other  Part  of  his  Orders;  which  were  to  ufe 
all  his  Force  to  prevent  farther  Attempts  to  dilturb 
“  the  Dominions  his  Mafter  flood  engaged  to  defend.” 
The  next  Morning  the  Captain  returned  with  the  Ge¬ 
neral’s  Anfwer,  “  That  it  would  be  an  inexpreffible 

“  Joy 


44  riflry  fpreads,  and  is  as  incontestable  Proof  that  the  King’s 
44  Will  ever  inclines  him  to  promote  the  Benefit  of  that  Na- 
44  tion.  His  Majefly  orders,  that  your  Excellency  read  this 
64  Letter  to  all  Englilh  Merchants  in  general,  as  alfo,  the 
64  Contents  of  the  Paper  hereunto  annexed  ;and  that  you  allure 
“  them,  that  the  King  will  firmly  maintain  the  Treaty,  prefer- 
*'  ing  the  Advantages  of  the  Britifh  Nation  to  all  other  Sar 
44  tisfa&ion  ;  and  hoping  that,  in  return,  Men  fo  wife,  fo 
44  prudent,  and  fo  intelligent,  will  not  let  themfelves  be  drawn 

*4  away  by  the  Perfuafions,  and  for  the  private  Ends  of  the 
64  Englilh  Miniftry,  which  are  entirely  fatal  to  the  Peace  of 
5C  the  two  Nations,  and  of  the  two  Kingdoms. 


I 
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Joy  for  his  Perfon,  to  contribute  to  fo  laudable  an 
“  End  as  Peace ;  but,  as  he  had  no  Powers  to  treat,  he 
“  could  not  of  Confequence  agree  to  any  Sufpenfion 
“  of  Arms,  even  at  the  Expence  of  what  the  Courage 
“  of  his  Matter’s  Arms  might  be  put  to ;  but  fhould 
<c  follow  his  Orders,  which  directed  him  to  feize  on 
“  Sicily ,  for  his  Matter  the  King  of  Spain  :  That  he  had 
a  true  Senfe  of  his  accomplifhed  Expreffions ;  but  hiS 
Matter’s  Forces  would  always  be  univerfally  efteemed 
“  in  facrificing  themfelves  for  the  Prefervation  of  the 
«  Credit,  in  which  Cafes,  the  Succefs  did  not  always 

<c  anfwer  the  Ideas  that  were  formed  for  it c  . 

According  to  the  beft  Accounts  the  Admiial  could 
receive,  he  was  led  to  conclude,  that  the  Spanijb  Fleet 
was  failed  from  Malta^  in  order  to  avoid  him  ;  and 
therefore,  upon  receiving  the  Marquis’s  Anfwer,  he  im¬ 
mediately  weighed,  with  an  Intention  to  come  with  hh 
Squadron  before  MeJJina ,  in  order  to  encourage  and  fup- 
port  the  Garrifon  in  the  Citadel ;  but,  as  he  ttood  in 
about  the  Point  of  the  Fare  towards  MeJJina ,  he  faw 
two  of  the  Spanijb  Scouts  in  the  Fare;  and  being  in 
formed  at  the  fame  Time  by  a  felucca,  which  came 
off  from  the  Calabrian  Shore,  that  they  fawr  from  the 
Hills,  the  Spanijb  Fleet  lying  by;  the  Admiral  altered 
his  Defign,  and  fending  away  General  Watzel ,  with 
the  German  Troops  to  Reggio ,  under  the  Convoy  of 
two  Men  of  War,  he  ttood  through  the  Fare  vdth  his 
Squadron,  with  all  the  Sail  he  could,  after  their  Scouts, 
imagining  they  wculd  lead  him  to  their  Fleet,  which 

E  e  4  1  accordingly 


c  I  take  this  literally  from  the  Hiftory  of  the  Expedition 
before -cited. 
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accordingly  they  did ;  for,  before  Noon,  he  had  a  fair 
Sight  of  their  whole  Fleet  lying  by,  and  drawn  into  a 
Line  of  Battel,  confifting  of  27  Sail  of  Men  of  War, 
Lnall  and  great,  befides  two  Fire-Ships,  four  Bomb- 
VefTels,  feven  Gallies,  and  feveral  Ships  laden  with  Stores 
and  Prcviiions,  commanded  by  the  Admiral  Don  An¬ 
tonio  de  Cajlaneta,  and  under  him  four  Rear-Admirals, 
Chacon,  Mari ,  Guevara ,  and  Cammock ;  on  the  Sight 
of  the  Englijk  Squadron,  they  flood  away  large,  but 
in  good  Order  of  Battel.  The  Admiral  followed 
tnem  all  the  reft  of  that  Day,  and  the  fucceeding  Night, 
with  fmali  Gales  N.  E.  and  fometimes  Calm,  with  fair 
Weather;  the  next  Morning  early  (the  nth}  the  Eng- 
Jijb  being  go;  pretty  near  up  with  them d,  the  Marquis 

De 


d  his  evident  from  hence,  that  our  Admiral  had  no  Inten- 
£on  t0  avo^  fighting  ;  and  the  following  Letter  from  the 
Lari  ot  Stanhope,  then  Secretary,  plainly  proves,  it  was  not 
.  e  Intention  of  thofe  who  fent  him,  that  he  ftiould  decline 
fighting.  It  is  a  curious  Piece,  and  very  worthy  of  the  Read¬ 
er’s  Notice,  as  it  tends  to  explain  the  great  View  of  this  Ex¬ 
pedition.  ^ 

“  Bayone,  September  2,  1718. 

'c  Being  arrived  here  laft  Night  in  fix  Days  from  Madrid, 
“  1  *n  pursuance  of  the  Commands  I  have  from  his  Ma- 
jefiy,  take  this  firii  Opportunity  of  acquainting  you,  that 
**  nothing  has  palled  at  Madrid,  which  Ihould  divert  you 
“  from  purluing  the  Inftrudtions  you  have. 

If  the  News  which  I  learn  at  Bayone,  that  the  Citadel 
“  of  Mefiina  is  taken,  be  not  true,  or  if,  notwithftanding  the 
“  Spaniards  have  that  P«rt,  their  Fleet,  by  contrary  Winds, 
44  or  any  other  Accident,  Ihould  not  have  got  into  the  Harbour* 
“  and  that  you  have  an  Opportunity  of  attacking  them,  I 
s<  am  perfuaded  you  will  not  let  fuch  an  Occafion  Hip  ;  and  I 
agree  perfedly  in  Opinion  with  what  is  recommended  to 
“  you  by  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs,  that  the  firfl  Blow  you  sive, 

V  Ihould  if  poiiible,  be  decisive. 

«  Tkc 
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De  Mari  Rear-Admiral,  with  fix  Spanijh  Men  of  War, 
and  all  the  Gallies,  Fire-Ships,  Bomb-Veflels,  and  Store- 
Ships,  feparated  from  their  main  Fleet,  and  flood  in  for 
the  Sicilian  Shore  ;  upon  which,  the  Admiral  detached 
Captain  Walt  on ,  of  The  Canterbury ,  with  five  more  Ships 
after  them  ;  and  The  Argyle  fired  a  Shot  to  bring  her  to, 
which  (he  not  minding,  The  Argyle  fired  another ;  and 
The  Canterbury ,  being  fomething  nearer,  fired  another  j 
upon  which,  the  Spanijh  Ship  fired  her  Stern  Chace  at 
The  Canterbury ,  and  then  the  Engagement  began*. 
The  Admiral  purfuing  the  main  Body  of  the  Spanijh 
Fleet,  The  Orford ,  Captain  Falkingham ,  and  The  Grafton , 
Captain  Haddock ,  came  up  firft  with  them,  about  ten 
of  the  Clock,  at  whom  the  Spaniards  fired  their  Stern- 
Chace  Guns.  The  Admiral  fent  Orders  to  thofe  two 
Ships,  not  to  fire,  unlefs  the  Spaniards  repeated  their 
Jring,  which  they  doing,  The  Orford  attacked  The  Santa 
Rofa ,  of  64  Guns  and  took  her.  The  St.  Carlos  of 
60  Guns,  ftruck  next,  without  much  Oppofition,  to 
The  Kent ,  Captain  Matthews .  The  Grafton  attacked 
warmly  The  Prince  of  Afurias ,  of  70  Guns,  formerly 

called 


“  The  two  great  Objefts,  which  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
**  in  View,  are,  to  deftroy  their  Fleet,  if  poflible,  and  to  pre- 
“  ferve  fuch  a  Footing  in  Sicily,  as  may  enable  us  to  land 
“  an  Array  there. 

e  See  the  Line  of  Battel  inferted  at  the  End  of  this  Re¬ 
lation.  It  was  undoubtedly  an  A£l  of  Rafhnefs  in  Cardinal 
Alberoni,  to  give  any  fighting  Orders  to  the  Spanifli  Admiral, 
if  he  did  give  them.  But,  from  what  is  here  faid,  the  Con- 
irary  is  molt  probable  ;  indeed  the  Irrcfolution  of  the  Spanifh 
Admirals,  feeros  to  prove,  they  were  not  guided  by  Orders  ; 
if  fo,  we  mult  conclude,  they  adted  from  a  Principle  of 
Self-prefervation,  and  fought  only  becaufe  they  were  forced 
?o  it, 
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called  The  Cumberland ,  in  which  was  Rear-Admiral 
Chacon ;  but  The  Bredah  and  Captain  coming  up,  Cap- 
tan  Haddock  left  that  Ship,  much  fliattered,  for  them 
to  take,  and  llretched  a-head  after  another  Ship  of  60 
Guns,  whi^h  had  kept  firing  on  his  Star-board  Bow, 
during  his  Engagement  with  The  Prince  of  AJlurias. 
About  One  o’Clock,  The  Kent ,  and  foon  after  The  Su - 
prrbe^  Captain  Mafter ,  came  up  with,  and  engaged  the 
Spanijh  Admiral,  of  74  Guns,  who,  with  two  Ships 
more,  fired  on  them,  and  made  a  running  Fight,  till 
about  Three ;  and  then  The  Kent  bearing  down  upon 
him,  and  under  his  Stern,  gave  him  her  Broadfide,  and  fell 
to  Leeward  afterwards ;  The  Superbe ,  putting  forward 
to  lay  the  Admiral  a 'board,  fell  on  his  Weather- Quar¬ 
ter;  upon  which,  the  Spanijh  Admiral  fhiftinghis  Helm, 
The  Superbe  ranged  up  under  his  Lee-Quarter,  on  which 
he  ftruck  to  her.  At  the  fame  Time  The  Barfleur ,  in 
which  was  the  Admiral,  being  a-ftern  of  the  Spanijh 
Admiral,  within  Shot,  and  inclining  on  his  Weather- 
Quarter,  Rear  -  Admiral  Guevara ,  and  another  fixty 
Gun  Ship,  which  were  to  Windward,  bore  down  upon 
him,  and  gave  him  their  Brcadfides,  and  then  clapt 
upon  a  Wind,  Handing  in  for  Land.  The  Admiral  im¬ 
mediately  tacked,  and  Hood  after  them,  untill  it  was 

* 

almoft  Night ;  but  it  being  little  Wind,  and  they  haling 
away  out  of  his  Reach,  he  left  purfuing  them,  and  Hood 
into  the  Fleet,  which  he  joined  two  Hours  after  Night. 
The  EJJex  took  The  Juno ,  of  36  Guns ;  The  Montague 
and  Rupert ,  took  The  Volant e  of  44  Guns ;  and  Rear- 
Admiral  Delaval  in  The  Dorfetjhire ,  took  The  Ifabella 
of  60  Guns.  The  Adtion  happened  off  Cape  PaJJaro ,  at 

about 
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about  fix  Leagues  diftance  from  the  Shore f.  The  Englijb 
received  but  little  Damage  :  The  Ship  that  fullered  mod, 
was  "The  Grafton ,  which  being  a  good  Sailor,  her  Cap¬ 
tain  engaged  feveral  Ships  of  the  Enemy,  always  purfuing 
the  Headmoft,  and  leaving  thofe  Ships  he  had  difabled 
or  damaged,  to  be  taken  by  thofe  that  followed  him. 
The  Admiral  lay  by  fome  Days  at  Sea,  to  refit  the  Rigg¬ 
ing  of  his  Ships,  and  to  repair  the  Damages  the  Prizes 
had  fuftained  5  and  the  18  th  received  a  Letter  from  Cap¬ 
tain 


f  A  LIST  of  the  British  Fleet  under  the  Command  of 
Sir  George  Byng,  in  the  Adlion  off  of  Cape  Paffaro,  in 
Sicily,  in  the  Year  1718. 


Ships, 

Barfleur 

Shrewlbury 

Dorfetfture 


{ 


Burford 
Effex 
Grafton 
Lenox 
Bredah 
Orford 
Kent 

Royal  Oak 

Captain 

Canterbury 

Dreadnought 

Rippon 

Superbe 

Rupert 

Dunkirk 

Montague 

Rochefter 

■Argyle 


Captains. 

Admiral  Byng 

1  George  Saunders 

2  Richard  Leftock 
Vice-Admiral  Cornwall 
John  Balchen 
Rear-Admiral  Delaval 
John  Furger 

Charles  Vanbrugh 
Richard  Rowzier 
Nicholas  Haddock 
Charles  Strickland 
Barrow  Harris 
Edward  Falkingham 
Thomas  Matthews 
Thomas  Kempthorne 
Archibald  Hamilton 
George  Walton 
William  Haddock 
Chriilopher  Obrian 
Streynlham  Mailer 
Arthur  Field 
Francis  Drake 
Thomas  Beverly 
Jofeph  Winder 
Comnglby  Norbury 


Men. 

Guns. 

}73° 

90 

^54*5 

80 

}s35 

70 

440 

70 

440 

70 

440 

70 

*  44° 

70 

440 

70 

440 

70 

440 

70 

440 

70 

440 

70 

365 

60 

365 

60 

365 

60 

365 

60 

365 

60 

365 

60 

365 

60 

280 

50 

280 

5° 

8SS5 

1400 

11 
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tain  Walton ,  who  had  been  fent  in  Purfuit  of  the  Spanijh 
Ships  that  efcaped.  The  Letter  is  lingular  enough  in 
its  kind,  to  deferve  Notice ;  and,  therefore,  the  Hiftorian 
of  this  Expedition  has  with  great  Judgment,  preferved 
it.  Thus  it  rune. 


S  I  R, 


1/V  E  have  taken  and  dejlroyei  all  the  Spanilh  Ships 
and  VeJJels  which  were  upon  the  Coaft ,  the  Number 
as  per  Margin , 


Canterbury, 
Off  Syracufa, 
Aug.  1 6,  1718. 


I  am,  &V. 

G.  WALTON. 


These  Ships  that  Captain  Walton  thruft  into  his 
Margin,  would  have  furnifhed  Matter  for  fome  Pages, 
in  a  French  Relation ;  for,  from  the  Account  they  re¬ 
ferred  to,  it  appeared,  that  he  had  taken  four  Spanijh 
Men  of  War;  one  of  60  Guns,  commanded  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Mari ;  one  of  54,  one  of  40,  and  one  of  24 
Guns,  with  a  Bomb-Veflel,  and  a  Ship  laden  with 
Arms ;  and  burnt  four  Men  of  War,  ofie  of  54  Guns, 
two  of  40,  and  one  of  30  Guns,  with  a  Fire-Ship  and 
a  Bomb-VefTel  s.  Such  is  the  Account  given  of  this 

famous 


£  This  Account  is  taken  from  the  federal  Letters  written 
by  the  Admiral,  or  publifhed  with  his  Authority  ;  and  from 
hence  it  is  vifible,  that  the  entire  Deitruciion  of  the  Spanifh 
Maritime  P(*ver  was  the  principal  Point  in  view,  and  as  fuch, 
purfued  with  equal  Steadinefs  and  Vigour  ;  and  at  the  fame 
Time,  abundance  of  Pamphlets  were  publifhed  here,  to  {hew 
the  Expediency  of  this  Meafure,  and  the  Benefits  that  would 
re’ful t  to  Great  Britain,  from  this  Deftrn&ion  of  the  Naval 
Power  of  Spain.  The  Spaniards,  on  the  other  Hand,  filled 

all 


/ 


/ 
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famous  Adlion  by  our  Admiral  The  Spaniards  publifh- 
ed  likewife  an  Account  on  their  Side,  which  was  print¬ 
ed  in  Holland,  and  circulated  with  great  Induftry  through¬ 
out  all  Europe,  in  order  to  make  fuch  Impreffions  ao 
might  ferve  their  Purpofe,  and  incline  the  World  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  their  Fleet  had  not  been  attacked  and  beaten 
fairly  5  but  had  been  furprized  and  deftroyed,  without 
that  kind  of  Notice,  which  the  Laws  of  Nature  and 
Nations  require,  to  diftinguifh  Force  of  Arms  from  Pi¬ 
ratical  Violence*  It  is  but  juft  in  any  Caufe,  to  hear  both 
Parties,  and  it  is  what  the  Office  of  an  Hiftorian  exa fls, 
to  record  whatever  may  give  Light  to  the  Events  of  that 
Period  he  pretends  to  illuftrate  by  his  Writings.  P  or  this 
Reafon,  I  have  thought  it  requifite  to  give  Place  here  to 
the  Spanifh  Account,  without  curtailing  or  difguifing  it h. 

“  On  the  9th  of  Augujl,  in  the  Morning,  the  Englijb 
«  Squadron  was  difeovered  near  the  Tower  of  Faro,  which 
“  lay  by  towards  Night  off  Cape  Della  Metelle,  over¬ 
s'  againft  the  faid  Tower.  The  Spanifh  Squadron  was 
«  then  in  the  Streight,  and  fome  Ships  and  Frigates 

«  were  fent  to  other  Places  befides  the  Detachment 

“  commanded 


all  the  World  with  Complaints  of  our  Infincerity  and  Am¬ 
bition.  Before  the  Blow  was  ftruck,  faid  they,  the  Englifti 
pretended  to  be  Guardians  of  the  Neutrality  of  Italy,  and  to 
have  armed  only  for  the  Sake  of  preferving  Peace  ;  but,  now 
they  have  accomplifhed  their  Ends,  they  avow  them,  and  fay 
plainly,  that  they  were  refolved  not  to  fuffer  Spain  to  revive  her 
Maritime  Power.  In  what  Chapter  of  the  Law  of  Nations  do 
we  read  of  this  Right  of  Prevention  ? 

h  There  are  many  Things  in  this  Relation,  more  agreeable 
to  the  Spanifh  Humour  than  to  Truth  ;  but  however,  by  the 
Comparison  of  this  with  our  Admiral’s  Account,  many  Par¬ 
ticulars  come  to  be  explained,  which  otherwife  might  have 
been  buried  in  Obfcurity. 


I 
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commanded  by  Admiral  Guevara.  And,  as  the  In- 
tention  of  the  Englijh  in  coming,  fo  near,  was  not 
known,  the  Admirals  of  the  Spanijh  Squadron  refolv- 
ed  to  go  out  of  the  S freight,  to  join  together  near 
Cape  Spartivento ,  carrying  along  with  them,  the 
“  Tranfports  laden  with  Provifions,  that  they  might 
“  penetrate  the  better  into  the  Defigns  of  the  Englijh ; 
the  rather,  becaufe  the  Officer,  whom  Sir  George  Byng 
had  fent  to  the  Marquis  De  Lede ,  was  not  yet  re-" 
turned.  The  faid  Officer  had  Orders  topropofe  to  the 

“  faid  Marquis,  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  for  two  Months; 
upon  which,  the  faid  Marquis  anfwered  him.  That 
he  could  not  do  it  without  Orders  from  Court. 
Neverthelefs,  though  it  was  believed,  that  the  Alter- 
“  native  was  taken,  of  fending  a  Courier  to  Madrid , 
with  the  faid  Propofal,  the  Englijh  Squadron  took  the 
“  Opportunity  of  Night,  to  furprize  the  Spanijh  Squa- 
dron,  and  to  improve  thofe  Advantages  which  were 
owing  to  Diffimulation”. 

“  The  faid  Englijh  Squadron,  on  the  10th  in  the 
Morning,  advanced  farther  into  the  Faro ,  and  was 
cc  faluted  by  all  the  Spanijh  Ships  and  VelTels  which 
were  there;  and  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Admiral 
“  Byng  having  convoyed  fome  Tranfport-Veffels  as  tar 
as  Rifles,  with  the  Arch-Duke’s  Troops,  the  Officer 
difpatched  to  the  Marquis  De  Lede  affirmed,  that  it 
44  was  not  to  commit  any  Aft  of  Hoftility,  but  only, 
that  the  faid  Tranfports  might  be  fecured  from  In- 

4C  fults,  under  his  ProtedionT 

_  « 

“The  Spanijh  Squadron  fent  two  light  Frigates,  to 
“  get  Intelligence  of  the  Englijh  Squadron  ;  and  though 
they  faw  the  Englijh  made  all  the  Sail  they  could 

“  (their 
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€€  (their  Intention  being  not  known)  to  approach  the 
«  Spanijh  Squadron,  whofe  Admiral  knew  not  then 
«  whether  the  Englift)  came  as  Friends  or  Enemies: 

<e  Yet,  the  Spaniards  being  two  Leagues  from  the  Eng- 
“  lifh)  refolved  to  retire  towards  Cape  PaJftarO)  but  with- 
out  making  much  Sail,  that  it  might  not  be  thought 
6C  they  fufpedted  any  Hoftili ties.  During  this,  a  Calm 
happened,  by  which,  the  Ships  of  both  Squadrons  fell 
in  one  among  another ;  and  the  Spanijh  Admiral,  per- 
<c  ceiving  this  Accident,  caufed  the  Ships  of  the  Line 
64  to  be  towed,  in  order  to  feparate  them  from  the  Eng- 
cc  lift))  and  join  them  in  one  Body,  without  permitting 
6C  the  Gallies  to  begin  any  Acl  of  Hoftility  ;  which  they 
“  might  have  done,  to  their  Advantage,  during  the 
«  Calm.  The  Weather  changed,  when  the  Marquis 
<c  De  Mari  was  near  Land,  and  by  Confequence  fe- 
parated  from  the  reft,  making  the  Rear-Guard,  with 
<c  feveral  Frigates,  and  other  Tranfport-Veflels,  which 
€C  made  up  his  Divifion,  and  endeavoured,  though  in 
u  vain,  to  join  the  main  Body  of  the  Spanijh  Squa- 
cc  dron,  while  the  Englijh  held  on  their  Way,  their  Dif- 
fimulation,  filling  their  Sails  to  gain  the  Wind,  and 
ac  cut  off  the  faid  Divifion  of  the  faid  Marquis  De  Mari ; 
“  and  having  at  laft  fucceeded  in  it,  they  attacked  him 
6C  with  fix  Ships,  and  obliged  him  to  feparate  from  the 
cc  reft  of  the  Squadron,  and  to  make  towards  the  Coaft, 
where  they  ftood  it  againft  feven  Ships  of  the  Line, 
44  as  long  as  the  Situation  permitted ;  and  bei  g  no  longer 
able  to  refift,  the  Marquis  De  Mari  faved  his  Aden, 
a  by  running  his  Ships  a-ground,  fome  of  which  were 
46  burnt  by  his  own  Order,  and  others  taken  by  the 
44  Enemy”. 


44  Seventeen 
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Seventeen  Ships  of  the  Line,  the  Remainder 
“  of  the  Englijh  Squadron,  attacked  The  Royal  St, 
“  Philip,  The  Prince  of  Afurias,  The  5/.  Ferdinand,  Su 
Charles ,  St.  Ifahella ,  ifr.  Pedro,  and  the  Frigates 

T^r/,  Juno,  and  Volant e,  which  continued 
“  making  towards  Cape  Pajfaro  ;  and  as  they  retired 
cc  in  a  Line,  becaufe  of  the  Inequality  of  their  Strength, 
the  Englijh  attacked  thofe  that  compofed  the  Rear- 
Guard,  with  four  or  five  Ships,  and  took  them;  and 
this  happened  fucceffively  to  the  others,  which,  not- 
withflanding  all  the  Sail  they  made,  could  not  avoid 
“  being  beaten ;  infomuch,  that  every  Spanijh  Ship  be* 
ing  attacKed  feparately  by  5,  6,  or  7  of  theirs,  after  a 
bloody  and  obflinate  Fight,  they  made  themfelves 
“  Mailers  at  laft  of  The  Royal  St.  Philip,  The  Prime  of 
Afurias,  The  St.  Charles,  The  St.  Ifahella,  St.  Roja, 
u  The  Volante,  and  The  Juno”. 

<c  While  The  Royal  St.  Philip  was  engaged  with  the 
tc  Englijh ,  the  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Squadron  Don  BaU 
€c  thazar  de  Guevara  returned  from  Malta ,  with  two 
“  Ships  of  the  Line,  and  turning  his  Prow  towards  The 
“  St.  Philip,  paffed  by  the  Englijh  Ships  which  were 
<c  a-breaft  of  him,  firing  upon  each  of  them  ;  and  then 
attacked  Admiral  Byng’s  Ships,  which  followed  The 
**  St.  Philip ,  and  retired  in  the  Night,  being  very  much 
“  damaged  ;  for  after  the  Engagement,  he  flayed  three 
cc  or  four  Days  fifty  Leagues  at  Sea,  not  only  to  re- 
<r'  pair  the  Spanif  Ships,  which  he  had  taken,  and  were 
“  all  fhattered  to  Pieces ;  but  alfo  to  make  good  the 
“  Damages  which  himfelf  had  fuffered  ;  wherefore  he 
“  could  not  enter  Syracufa  till  the  16th  or  17th  of 
“  Augujl,  and  that  with  a  great  deal  of  Difficulty’*. 

46  The 
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<c  The  Particulars  of  the  Adtion  are,  that  the  whole 
cc  Divifion  of  the  Englijh  Admiral,  which  confifted  of 
feven  Ships  of  the  Line  and  a  Fire-lhip,  having  at- 
“  tacked  The  Royal  St.  Philip  •>  at  two  in  the  Afternoon 
“  the  Fight  began,  by  a  Ship  of  70  Guns,  and  ano- 
“  ther  of  60,  from  which  he  received  two  Broadfides; 
<c  and  advancing  towards  The  Royal  St.  Philipp  Don  An - 
“  tonio  de  Cajlaneta  defended  himfelf  fo  well,  that 
<c  the  faid  two  Ships  retired,  and  two  others,  viz.  one 
44  of  eighty  Guns,  and  the  other  of  feventy,  renewed 
1 44  the  Attack  ;  and  the  faid  Ship  of  eighty  Guns  re- 
c4  tired  very  much  (hattered,  without  making  into  the 
44  Line:  But  the  others  making  towards  the  Spanijh 
44  Admiral,  they  fired  upon  him,  while  it  was  im- 
44  poffible  for  him  to  hurt  them,  and  ihot  away  all  his 
“  Rigging,  without  leaving  him  one  entire  Sail,  while 
44  two  others,  one  of  30,  and  the  other  of  60  Guns, 
44  attacked  the  Starboard  of  his  Ship,  to  oblige  him  to 
furrender  ;  but  defending  himfelf  till  the  EngliJ. h  Ad- 
44  miral  was  refolved  to  board  him,  and  carried  a  Fire- 
<c  fhip  to  reduce  him  by  the  Flames,  which  the  Spanijh 
Commander  prevented  ;  but  after  having  loft  200  Men, 
“  and  maintained  the  Fight  till  toward  Night,  Don  An* 
“  tonio  de  Cajlaneta  received  a  Shot  which  pierced  his 
“  left  Leg,  and  wounded  his  right  Heel.  Yet,  neverthe- 
44  lefs  he  continued  to  defend  himfelf  till  a  Cannon-Bullet 
“  having  cut  a  Man  in  two,  the  Pieces  of  which  fell 
<c  upon  him,  and  left  him  half  dead,  he  was  forced  to 
44  furrender,>. 

“  THE  Prince  of  AJlu?iasy  commanded  by  Don 
“  Fernando  Chacon ,  was  at  the  fame  time  attacked  by 
Von,  IV.  F  f  «  fhr_ 
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three  Ships  of  equal  Force,  againft  which,  he  defend* 
“  ed  himfeif  valiantly,  avoiding  being  boarded,  till  be- 
“  ing  wounded,  and  having  loft  molt  of  his  Men,  he 
was  obliged  to  furrender  his  Ship,  which  was  all  (hot 
through  and  through,  after  having  {hot  down  the 
“  Malts  of  an  Englijh  Ship  that  retired  out  of  the 
«  Fight. 

“  Captain  Don  Anthonio  Gonfales ,  Commander  of 
the  Frigate  St.  Rofa ,  defended  himfeif  above  three 
<c  Hours  againft  five  Englijh  Ships,  who  did  not  take 
€C  him  till  after  they  had  broke  all  his  Sails  and 
<c  Malts. 

u  The  Volante ,  commanded  by  Captain  Don  An - 
<c  tonio  Efcudero ,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Malta ,  fought 
“  three  Hours  and  a  half  againft  three  Englijh  Ships ; 
cc  and  having  loft  his  Sails,  he  put  up  others  that  were 
“  in  Store,  and  was  juft  going  to  board  one  of  the 
cc  three  Ships  that  attacked  him  ;  but  his  own  being 
“  {hot  through  and  through  by  fix  Cannon  Bullets, 
ic  and  the  Water  coming  in,  he  was  obliged  to  furren- 
c<  der,  becaufe  the  Ships  Crew  forced  him. 

<c  "THE  Juno  was  engaged  alfo  by  three  Englijh 
c<  Ships ;  yet  maintained  the  Fight  above  three  Hours, 
cc  not  furrendering  till  after  moft  of  her  Men  were 
killed,  and  the  Ship  juft  falling  in  pieces”. 

“  Captain  Don  Gabriel  Alder  ete,  alfo  defended  the 
“  Frigate  called  The  Pearl,  againft  three  Englijh  Ships 
«  for  three  Hours;  and  after  having  {hot  down  the 
“  Maftsofone,  which  immediately  retired,  he  was  re- 
a  lieved  by  Admiral  Don  Balthazar  de  Guevara,  and 
“  had  the  good  Fortune  to  efcape  to  Malta . 


“  Captain 
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cc  Captain  Don  A?idrea  Reggio ,  Knight  of  the 
*5  Order  of  Malta ,  who  was  fartheft  advanced  witli 
45  the  Ship  The  Ifabella ,  was  purfued  all  that  #Night 
by  feveral  Englijh  Ships ;  and,  after  having  defended 

<s  himfelf  for  four  Hours,  he  furrendered  the  next 

Day. 

cc  The  Frigate  called  The  Surprize,  which  was  of 
“  the  Marquis  de  Mari's  Divifion,  and  by  Confequencc 
<c  farther  advanced  than  the  others,  was  attacked  by 
<c  three  Englifl. b  Ships,  and  maintained  a  Fight  for  three 
cc  Hours,  till  the  Captain  Don  Michael  de  Sada ,  Knight 
<c  of  the  Order  of  St.  John ,  being  wounded,  moft  of 
u  her  Men  killed ,  and  all  her  Rigging  fpoiled,  fhe  was 
44  forced  to  furrender. 

“  The  other  light  Ships  and  Frigates  of  the  Spahijh 
c<  Squadron,  not  already  mentioned,  retired  to  Malta* 
<c  and  Sardinia ;  as  did  alfo  the  Admiral  Don  Balthazar 
“  de  Guevara ,  with  his  two  Ships  St.  Leivis  and  St. 
John,  after  having  been  engaged  with  the  Eng- 

<e  lijh  Admiral,  and  having  refeued  the  Frigate  called 
* c  The  Pearl  * 

“  It  muft  not  be  forgot,  that  the  Marines  in  every 
Ship  fignalized  and  diftinguifhed  themfelves  with 
great  deal  of  Valour^  they  being  compofed  of  the 
Nobility  of  Spain . 

46  The  feven  GaJlies  which  were  under  the  Com- 
niand  of  Admiral  Don  Francifco  de  Grimao ,  having 
“  done  all  that  was  poflible  to  join  the  Spanijh  Ships* 

u  feeinS  that  there  was  Hi  11  a  frefh  Gale  of  Wind,  re- 
tired  to  Palermo . 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  Ships,  which  the 
“  Englijh  took  out  of  the  main  Body  of  the  Spanijh 

F  ^  2  54  Squadron 
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44  Squadron,  they  alfo  made  themfelves  Mailers  of  The 
44  Royal ,  and  of  two  Frigates,  The  St.  Ifidore ,  and 
44  The  Eagle ;  thofe  that  were  burnt  by  the  Order  of 
44  the  Marquis  Mari^  are  two  Bomb-Gallies,  a  Fire- 
44  Ship,  and  The  Ejperan$a  Frigate,  fo  that  the  Ships 
4C  which  efcaped  out  of  the  Battel,  are  the  following  $ 
“  St.  Lewis ,  St.  John ,  67.  Ferdinand ,  and  St.  Peter  $ 
4 4  and  the  Frigates  Hermione ,  Pearly  Galera ,  Porcu- 
46  />/#£,  Thoulouze ,  Z>w/,  Z/V/Z*  S/.  5^/2,  The  Arrow , 
44  ZzV/Z?  67.  Ferdinand ,  a  Bomb-Galley,  and  a  Ship  of 
44  Pintado. 

44  This  is  the  Account  of  the  Sea-Fight,  which  was 
44  at  the  Height  of  Abola ,  or  the  Gulpb  of  PArigay  in 
44  the  Canal  of  Malta ,  between  the  Spanijh  and  Englijh 
44  Squadrons,  the  laft  of  which,  by  ill  Faith,  and  the 
44  Superiority  of  their  Strength,  had  the  Advantage  to 
44  beat  the  Ships  fingly,  one  by  one  ;  and  it  is 

44  to  be  believed,  by  the  Defence  the  Spaniards  made, 
44  that,  if  they  had  a&ed  jointly,  the  Battel  would  have 
44  ended  more  happily  for  them. 

44  Immediately  after  the  Fight,  aCaptainof  the 
44  Englijh  Squadron  came,  in  the  Name  of  Admiral 
44  Byng,  to  make  a  Compliment  of  Excufe  to  the 
44  Marquis  De  Lede ,  giving  him  to  underftand,  that 
44  the  Spaniards  had  been  the  AggrelTors,  and  that  this 
44  Action  ought  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  Rupture, 
44  becaufe  the  Englijh  did  not  take  it  as  fuch.  To 
44  which  it  was  anfwered,  that  Spain ,  on  the  contrary, 
44  will  reckon  it  a  formal  Rupture  s  and  that  they  would 
44  do  the  Englijh  all  the  Damages  and  Hoftilities  imagi- 
64  nable,  by  giving  Orders  to  begin  with  Reprifals  5  and, 

44  in  Confequence  of  this,  feveral  Spanijh  Veflels,  and 

44  Guevara's 
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«  Guevara’s  Squadron,  have  already  taken  fome  Englijb 
«  Ships *  ”. 

F  f  3  There 


i  A  LIST  of  the  Spanish  Fleet  in  the  Aftion  of 
Cape  Paffaro,  in  the  Year  1718,  unde*  the  Command  of 
Don  Antonio  de  Castaneta,  including  two  Ships  which 
were  amongft  thofe  that  Captain  Walton  deiiroyed  on  the 
Coaft  of  Sicily. 


Ships. 


Captains. 


Men.  Gs. 


St.  Philip  The 
Prince  of  Afturias 
The  Royal 
St.  Lewis 


St.  Ferdinand 


St.  Carlos 
Sandta  Ifabella 
Sandta  Rofa 


Admiral  Caftaneta  Taken  650 
Rear-Admiral  Chacon.Takens^o 
Rear-Admiral  Mari.  Taken  400 
Rear-Admiral  Guevara.  400 
Efcaped 

Rear-Admiral  Cammock.  400 
Efcaped.  Sunk  afterwards 
at  Medina  Mole 

Prince  De  Chalay.  Taken  400 
Don  Andrea  Rezio.  Taken  400 


St.  John  Baptift 


St.  Peter 


Don  Antonio  Gonfalez. 
Taken 

Don  Francifco  Gerrera. 
Efcaped 

Don  Antonio  Arrifaga. 
Efcaped.  Afterwards  loll 
in  the  Gulph  of  Torento 
Don  Gabriel  Alderete. 
Efcaped 


St.  Ifidore 

L'Efperanza 

Volante 


Burnt. 

Don  Manuel  ville  Vicentia.  300 
Taken 

Don  Juan  Delfino  &  Bar!anr  300 
di.  Burnt 

Don  Antonio  Efcudera.  300 
Taken 


Harmiona 


Porcupine 


S-V*?'.  -riyfA  3  ‘  i  '  *  <-  S  .V'.-.  ’  ■  1  ' 

i 


nn 


/ 


43* *  NAVAL  HISTORY 

There  is  no  Queftion  to  be  made,  but  that  both 
thefe  Relations  retain  fome  Tindture  of  the  Paffions  and 
Prejudices  of  thofe  who  drew  thejn  up  ;  and  it  is  no  lefs 
certain,  that  what  was  commonly  reported  at  that  Time, 
of  the  bad  Behaviour  of  the  Spaniards ,  and  of  their  ma- 
hiiyp,  bui  a  weak  Defence,  was  but  indifferently  founded? 
lor  the  Truth  is,  that  their  Fleet,  though  ftrong  in  Ap¬ 
pearance,  was  every  Way  inferior  to  ours  ;  their  Ships 
being  old,  their  Artillery  none  of  the  beft,  and  their  Sea¬ 
men  mod  of  them  not  to  be  depended  upon.  Yet,  it  is 
agreed  on  all  Hands,  that  their  Admirals  defended  them- 
felves  gallantly  ;  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  their  Defeat 
may  be  charged  upon  their  Irrefolution  at  the  Beginning, 
and  their  not  taking  good  Advice  when  it  was  given 
them.  I  mean  that  of  Rear-Admiral  Cammock ,  an  Irijh 

Gentlemen, 
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30 

30 

30 

26 

24 

22 
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Ships. 


Captains. 


Men.  C 


Juno 

La  Galera 

?  4 

La  Caftiila 


Surprize  Don  Michael  de  Sada,  Knight  250 

of  Malta.  Taken 
Don  Pedro  Moyana.  Taken  2^0 
Don  Francifco  Alverera.  200 
Efcaped 

Don  Francifco  Leanio,  200 
Knight  of  Malta.  Efcaped 

Count  de  Thouloufe  Don  Jofeph  Jocoua.  Efcaped  2 go 

Taken  in  Meffina  Mole 
Don. —  Covaigne.  Taken  240 
Don  Lucas  Mainata.  Taken  240 

* - Jacob  a  Scotchman.  too 

Efcaped 


Tyger 

Eagle 

St.  Francis  Areres 


Little  St.  Ferdinand 
Little  $t.  John 


Arrovy 


- - r-  -  I5O 

Efcaped 

Don  Ignatio  Valevale.  150 
Efcaped.  Taken  after¬ 
wards 

Don  Juan  Papajena,  Efcaped  100 
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Gentleman,  who  had  ferved  long  in  our  Navy,  and 
who  was  (to  fpeak  impartially)  a  much  better  Seaman 
than  any  who  bore  Command  in  the  Spanifi  Fleet.  He 
knew  perfectly  well,  the  Strength  of  both  Parties,  and 
faw  plainly,  that  nothing  could  fave  the  Spaniards ,  but 
a  wife  Difpofition ;  and  therefore,  in  the  laft  Council 
of  War  held  before  the  Battel,  he  propofed,  that  they 
fhould  remain  at  Anchor  in  the  Road  of  P ar adife ,  rang¬ 
ing  their  Ships  in  a  Line  of  Battel,  with  their  Broad- 
fides  to  the  Sea ;  which  Meafure  would  certainly  have 
given  the  Englijh  Admiral  infinite  Trouble  to  attack 
them  ;  for  the  Coaft  there  is  fo  bold,  that  their  biggeft 
Ships  could  ride  with  a  Cable  a-Shore  ;  and  farther  out, 
the  Currents  are  fo  various  and  rapid,  that  it  would 
have  been  hardly  practicable  to  get  up  to  them,  but  im- 
poflible  to  anchor,  or  lye  by  them  in  Oder  of  Battel. 
,Befides,  they  lay  fo  near  the  Shore,  and  could  have  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  Afliftance  of  Soldiers  from  the  Army,  to 
man  and  defend  them ;  and  the  Annoyance  the  Spani¬ 
ards  might  have  given  from  the  feveral  Batteries  they 
could  have  planted  along  the  Shore,  would  have  been 
fuch,  that  the  only  way  of  attacking  the  Ships,  feemed 
to  be  by  boarding  and  grappling  with  them  at  once,  to 
prevent  being  call  off  by  the  Currents,  which  would  have 
been  a  very  hazardous  Undertaking,  wherein  the  Spani¬ 
ards  would  have  had  many  Advantages,  and  the  Englijb 
Admiral  have  run  the  Chance  of  deftroying  his  Fleet,  or 
buying  a  Victory,  if  he  fucceeded,  very  dear.  The  Spa- 
nijh  Admirals  were  too  much  perfuaded  of  their  own 
Strength,  and  the  Courage  of  their  Seamen,  or  elfe  they 
foolifhly  depended  on  their  not  being  attacked  by  our 

F  f  4  Fleet* 
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Fleet.  Whatever  the  Motive  was,  they  flighted  this 
Salutary  Counfel,  and  were  thereby  undone. 

As  foon  as  Admiral  Byng  had  obtained  a  full  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  whole  Tran  fad  ion,  he  difpatched  away 
his  el  deft  Son  to  England ;  who,  arriving  at  Hampton- 
Court  in  fifteen  Days  from  Naples,  brought  thither  the 
agreeable  Confirmation  of  what  Public  Fame  had  before 
reported,  and  upon  which,  the  King  had  already  writ¬ 
ten  a  Letter  to  the  Admiral  with  his  own  Hand  k.  Mr. 

Byng 


k  This  Circumftance,  as  well  as  the  Stile  of  the  following 
Tetter,  will  fufficiently  demonftrate  how  welcome  the  News 
was  to  his  Majefty,  and  how  much  he  approved  Sir  George 
Byng’s  Condud.  h 


“  Monfieur  le  Chevalier  Byng. 

/  ,  ...  1  ' *  * 

“  Quoy  que  jen’aye  pas  encore  regeu  de  vos  novelles  era 
“  droiture,  j’ay  appris  la  Vidoire  que  la  Flotte  a  remportee 
“  fous  vos  Ordres,  &  je  n’ay  pas  voulu  vous  differer  Je  Con- 
“  tentment  que  mon  Approbation  de  votre  Conduit  vous 
pourroit  donner.  Je  vous  en  remercie,  Sc  je  fouhaite  que 
“  vous  en  temoigniez  ma  Satisfadion  a  tous  les  braves  gens, 
€€  qui  fe  font  diftinguez  dans  cette  Occafion.  Le  Secretaire  d’Etat 
“  Cragge  a  Ordre  de  vous  informer  plus  au  long  de  mes  in¬ 
tentions  mais  j’ay  voulu  vous  afleurer  moy  meme  que  je 
**  fuis,  Monfieur  le  Chevalier  Byng. 


*  A'  Hampton-Court, 
“  ce  23  d’Aout,  1 718. 


“  Votre  bon  Amy. 


“GEORGE  R”. 


In  Englifh  thus. 
u  Sir  George  Byng. 

“  Although  I  have  received  no  News  from  you  diredly,  I 
u  am  informed  of  the  Vidory  obtained  by  the  Fleet  under 
“  your  Command  ;  and  would  *ot,  therefore,  defer  giving 
you  that  Satisfadion  which  muft  refult  from  my  Approba- 

“  tion 


I 


* 


/ 
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Byng  met  with  a  mod  gracious  Reception  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  who  made  him  a  handfome  Prefent,  and  fent  him 
back  with  Plenipotentiary  Powers  to  his  Father,  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  with  the  feveral  Princes  and  States  of  Italy ,  as 
there  fhould  be  Occafion  ;  and  with  his  Royal  Grant  to 
the  Officers  and  Seamen  of  all  Prizes  taken  by  them 
from  the  Spaniards.  The  Admiral,  in  the  mean  Time, 
profecuted  his  Affairs  with  great  Diligence,  procured 
the  Emperor’s  Troops  free  Accefs  into  the  Fortreffes  that 
were  ftill  held  out  in  Sicily,  failed  afterwards  to  Malta , 
and  brought  out  the  Sicilian  Gallics,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Marquis  de  Rivaroles ,  and  a  Ship  belonging  to 
the  Turky- Company,  which  had*  been  blocked  up  there 
by  Rear-Admiral  Cammed ,  with  a  few  Ships  which  he 
had  faved  after  the  late  Engagement,  and  then  failed  back 
again  to  Naples ,  where  he  arrived  on  the  2d  of  No¬ 
vember  \  and  foon  after,  received  a  Gracious  Letter 
from  the  Emperor,  written  with  his  own  Hand *,  ac¬ 
companied 


«  tion  of  your  Conduct.  1  give  you  my  Thanks,  and  de- 
«»  fire  you  will  teitify  my  Satisfaction  to  all  the  brave  Men  who 
44  have  diftinguilhed  themfelves  on  this  Occafion.  Mr.  Secre- 
44  tary  Craggs  has  orders  to  inform  you  more  fully  of  my 
44  Intentions  ;  but  I  was  willing  myfelf  to  aflure  you,  that 
I  am, 

44  Your  good  Friend, 


<( 


41  Hampton-Court, 
44  Aug.  23,  1718. 


“  GEORGE  R’’. 


1  Copy  of  the  Emperor’s  Letter  to  the  Admiral,  written 
by  his  own  Hand. 

4f  Monfieur  Amiral  &  Chevalier  Byng, 

44  J’ay  re9U  avec  beaucoup  de  Satisfaction  &  de  Joye,  par 
44  le  porteur  de  celle  cy  la  votre  du  1  8 me  d’Aout.  Quar.d  je 
feeus  <jue  vous  etiez  nomine  de  fa  Mijelte  le  Roy  votre 

H  maitre 
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companied  with  a  Picture  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  fet 
round  with  very  large  Diamonds,  as  a  Mark  of  the  grate¬ 
ful  Senfe  he  had  of  the  Services  rendered  by  his  Excel¬ 
lency  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria.  As  for  the  Prizes  that 
had  been  taken,  they  were  fent  to  Port  Mahone ,  where, 
by  fome  unlucky  Accident,  The  Royal  Philip  took  fire 
and  blew  up,  with  moll  of  his  Crew  on  board  ;  but  the 

Admiral  had  been  before  fet  a-Shore  in  Sicily,  with  fome 

/ 

other 


“  maitre  Pour  CommancJez  fa  FJotte  dans  la  Mediterranee,  je 
conceus  d’abord  toutes  les  bonnes  efperances.  Le  glorieux 
f(  Succeis  pourtant  Jes  a  en  quelque  maniere  furpafle.  Vous 
avez  en  cette  occaiion  donne  des  preuues  d’une  valeur,  con- 
duite,  &  Zele  pour  la  commune  caufe  tres  iingulier  ;  la 
2  gloire  que  vous  en  refulte  ell  bien  grande,  mais  aulTi  en  rien 
“  moindre  ma  reconnoiflance,  comme  vous  Pex  pliquera  plus 
**  le  Comte  de  Hamilton.  Comptez  toujours  fur  la  Continuation 
“  de  ma  reconnoifance  &  de  mon  Aifedion  envers  priant  Dieu 
“  qu’il  vous  ait  en  fa  fainte  garde,  P 


“  A  Vienne,  ce  2zme 
**  Oclobre,  1718. 


‘‘  CHARLES” 


“  Admiral  Sir  George  Byng, 


/  _ 

“  I  have  received,  with  a  great  deal  of  Joy  and  Satisfa dion 
by  the  Bearer  of  this,  Yours,  of  the  18th  of  Auguft.  As 
“  loon  as  I  knew  you  was  named  by  the  King,  youi  Mailer, 
to  command  a  Fl#et  in  the  Mediterranean,  I  conceived  the 
^  greated  Hopes  imaginable  from  that  very  Circ  urn  dance, 
glorious  Succefs  you  have  had,  furpafles  however  my 
Expedations.  You  have  given,  upon  this  Occaiion,  very 
“  Angular  Proofs  of  your  Courage,  Condud  and  Zeal  for  the 
Common  Caufe  ;  the  Glory  you  obtain  from  thence,  is  in¬ 
deed  great,  and  yet  my  Gratitude  falls  nothing  Ihort  thereof, 
as  Count  Hamilton  will  fully  inform  you.  You  may  ah 
ways  depend  upon  the  Continuance  of  my  Thankfulnefs 
“  and  Adedion  towards  yon  ;  may  God  have  you  always  in 
“  his  holy  keeping. 


*'  Vienna,  September  22, 
O.  S,  1718, 


“  CHARLES”, 
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Other  Prifoners  of  DiftinCtion,  where  he  foon  after  died 
of  his  Wounds, 

The  Spanijb  Court  exceflively  provoked  at  this  un- 

1  w  » 

expeded  Blow,  which  had  in  a  Manner  totally  deftroy- 
ed  the  Naval  Force,  they  had  been  at  fo  much  Pains 
to  raife,  were  not  flow  in  exprefling  their  Refentments. 
On  the  1  ft  of  September ,  Rear-Admiral  Guevara ,  with 
fome  Ships  under  his  Command,  entered  the  Port  of 
Cadiz ,  and  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  all  the  Englifb  Ships 
that  were  there  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time,  all  the  EffeCts 
of  the  Englijb  Merchants  were  feized  in  Malaga ,  and 
other  Ports  of  Spain ,  which,  as  foon  as  it  was  known 
here,  produced  Reprifals  on  our  Part.  But  it  is  now 
Time  to  leave  the  Mediterranean ,  and  the  Affairs  of 
Spain,  in  order  to  give  an  Account  of  what  palled  in 
the  Baltick . 

A  Refolution  having  been  taken,  as  before  obferved, 
to  fend  a  ftrong  Squadron  to  the  Baltick ,  it  was  put 
under  the  Command  of  Sir  John  Norris ,  and  Rear- 
Admiral  Mighels ,  who,  with  ten  Sail  of  the  Line  of 
Battel,  left  Sole  Bay  on  the  ill  of  May ,  having  eight¬ 
een  Merchant-Ships,  under  their  Convoy,  and  on  the 
14th,  arrived  fafely  at  Copenhagen ,  where  the  fame 
Day  Sir  John  Norris  had  an  Audience  of  his  Danijh 
Majefty,  by  whom  he  was  very  gracioufly  received  ; 
and  foon  after,  he  failed  in  Conjunction  with  the  Danijh 
Fleet,  to  the  Coaft  of  Sweden ,  where  the  King  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  lay  up  his  Ships  in  his  own  Harbours, 
and  to  take  all  poflible  Precautions  for  their  Security. 
That  Monarch,  however,  was  far  from  being  idle,  not- 
withftanding  he  was  fenfible  of  the  great  Superiority  of 
his  Enemies,  but  endeavoured  to  provide,  in  the  beft 

Manner 


/ 


\ 
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Manner  he  was  able,  for  his  own  Security,  by  making 
a  Peace  with  the  Czar,  and  in  the  mean  Time,  turn¬ 
ing  his  Arms  againil  the  King  of  Denmark ,  in  Norway , 
which  Kingdom  he  entered  with  an  Army  of  30,000 
Mon,  in  two  Bodies,  one  commanded  by  General  Aren~ 
feldt,  and  the  other,  by  himfelf  in  Perfon.  He  had  all 
the  Succefs  in  this  Expedition,  that  he  could  wifh, 
efpecially  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  confidered,  for  it  was 
in  the  Depth  of  Winter,  that  he  penetrated  into  that 
frozen  Country,  where,  at  the  Siege  of  Frederic kjball , 
he  was  killed  by  a  Cannon-Bullet,  about  nine  in  the 
Evening,  on  the  30th  of  November  1718.  The  Death 
of  this  enterprizing  Monarch,  gave  quite  a  new  Turn 
to  the  Affairs  in  the  North,  and  particularly  freed  us 
from  all  Apprehenfions  on  that  Side.  Before  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  Event  happened,  Sir  "John  Norris  was  returned 
with  the  Fleet  under  his  Command,  to  England ,  where 

he  fafely  arrived,  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  of 

Oclober . 

There  remains  only  one  Tranfaflion  more  of  this 
Year,  to  be  mentioned  ;  and  it  is  the  Account  we  pro- 
mifed  to  give  of  the  Reduction  of  the  Pirates.  Captain 
IFoodes  Rogers ,  having  been  appointed  Governor  of  the 
Bahama  IJlands ,  failed  for  Providence ,  which  was  to  be 
the  Seat  of  his  Government,  on  the  nth  of  Aprily  and, 
after  a  fhort  and  eafy  Paflage,  arriving  there,  he  took 
Pofleflion  of  the  Town  of  NaJJau ,  the  Fort  belonging 
to  it,  and  of  the  whole  Ifland,  the  People  receiving 
him  with  all  imaginable  Joy,  and  many  of  the  Pirates 
fubmitting  immediately.  He  proceeded  foon  after,  to 
forming  a  Council  and  Civil  Government  in  thofe  Iflands, 
appointing  Civil  and  Military  Officers,  railing  Militia, 

and 


> 
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and  taking  every  other  Step  neceffary  for  procuring  Safe- 
ty  at  Home,  and  Security  from  any  Thing  that  might 
be  attempted  from  Abroad,  in  which,  by  Degrees  he 
fucceeded.  Some  of  the  Pirates,  its  true,  refufed  at  firft 
all  Terms,  and  did  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief  on  the  Coaft 
of  Carolina  ;  but,  when  they  faw  that  Governor  Rogers 
had  thoroughly  fettled  himfelf  at  Providence ,  and  that 
^he  Inhabitants  of  the  Bahama  IJlands ,  found  themfelves 
obliged,  through  Intereft,  to  be  honeft,  they  began  to 
doubt  of  their  Situation,  and  thought  proper  to  go  and 
beg  that  Mercy  which  at  firft  they  refufed  ;  fo  that  by 
the  ift  of  July  1719,  to  which  Day  the  King’s  Pro¬ 
clamation  had  been  extended,  there  were  not  above 
three  or  four  of  thofe  Pirates  wTho  continued  their  1  rade, 
and  two  of  them?  being  taken,  and  their  Crews  executed, 
the  reft  difperfed  out  of  Fear,  and  became  thereby  lefs 
terrible.  Thus,  in  a  fhort  'T  ime,  and  chiefly  through 
the  fteady  and  prudent  Condudt  of  Governor  Roger  s9 
this  Crew  of  Villains  w7ere  difiblved,  who  for  many 
Years  had  frightened  the  tVeJt- Indies,  and  the  Northern 
Colonies  5  coming  at  laft  to  be  fo  ftrong,  that  few  Mer¬ 
chant-men  were  fafe,  and  withal  fo  cruel  and  barbarous, 
that  Slavery  among  the  Turks  was  preferable  to  the 
falling  into  their  Hands.  It  had  been  happy  for  us,  if 
the  Management  of  the  Spanijh  Guar  da  Cojlas  had  been 
committed  to  the  Care  of  fome  Man  of  a  like  Spirit, 
who  might  have  delivered  the  Merchants  from  being 
plundered,  without  involving  the  Nation  in  a  War. 

The  Parliament  met  on  the  nth  of  November ,  and 
one  of  the  firft  Things  they  went  upon,  was  the  Affair 
of  Spain ,  which  had  indeed  engrofled  all  public  Con¬ 
versation,  from  the  Time  of  the  Stroke  given  to  their 

Fleet 


\ 
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Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  fome  looking  upon  that,  as 
one  of  the  noblelt  Exploits  fince  the  Revolution  ;  but 
others  confidered  it  in  quite  another  Light;  and  when 
an  Addrefs  was  moved  for,  to  juftify  that  Meafure,  it 
was  warmly  oppofed  by  the  Dukes  of  Buckingham, 
Devon/hire  and  Argyle-,  the  Earls  of  Nottingham ,  Carter 
OrfordwA  Ilay,  the  Lords  North  and  Gn,,  and  Han ! 
court,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers ;  and  by  Mr.  Shippen ,  Mr. 
Freeman ,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  Horatio  Walpole,  Efq; 
and  Robert  Walpole,  Efq;  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons; 
but  without  Effeft.  On  the  19th  of  the  fame  Month, 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  Voted  13,500  Seamen  for  the 
Service  of  the  Year  1719,  at  4  /.  a  Month  ;  and  at  the 
lame  Time  granted  187,638/.  17  s.  6  d.  for  the  Or¬ 
dinary  of  the  Navy ;  and  that  we  may  range  all  the 
Sums  given  under  the  fame  Head,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  obferve,  that  on  the  19th  of  January,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  granted  25,000  /.  for  the  Half-pay  of  Sea- 
'  Officers  m. 

On  the  17  th  of  December  1718,  a  Declaration  of 
War  in  Form,  was  publifhed  againft  the  Crown  of  Spain, 
as  to  the  Expediency  of  which,  many  bold  Things 
were  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  e/pecially  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Pretenftons,  and  the  Intentions  of  thofe  who 
made  this  War  ;  for  the  Miniflry  inlifting  ftrongly,  that 
it  was  made  in  Favour  of  Trade,  and  upon  repeated 
Complaints  from  the  Merchants.  It  was  faid,  by  a  great 
Speaker,  who  is  ftill  living,  that  the  Minifters  had  fliewn 
no  great  Concern  for  the  Trade  and  Intereft  of  the  Na¬ 
tions 


m  Oldmixon’s  Hiilory,  Hillorical  Regifter,  Chandler’s  Ds~- 
bates,  Annals  of  King  George,  &c. 
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tion,  lince  it  appeared  by  the  Anfwer  of  a  Secretary  of 
State,  to  the  Marquis  de  Monteleone's  Letter,  that  they 
would  have  palled  by  the  Violations  of  the  Treaties  of 
Commerce,  provided  Spain  had  accepted  the  Terms  of 
the  Quadruple  Aliance ;  and,  that  his  Majefty  did 
not  feek  to  aggrandize  himfelf  by  any  new  Acquifition, 
but  was  rather  inclined  to  facrifice  fomething  of  his  own* 
to  procure  the  general  Quiet  and  Tranquillity.  That 
nobody  could  yet  tell  how  far  that  Sacrifice  was  to  ex¬ 
tend  ;  but  certainly,  it  was  a  very  uncommon  Piece  of 
Condefcenfion.  Another  Member  went  yet  farther, 
and  made  ufe  of  his  favourite  Expreffion,  infinuating. 
That  this  War  fee med  to  be  calculated  for  another  Me¬ 
ridian  :  But  wrap’d  up  the  Innuendo  fo  dextroufly,  that 
no  Exception  was  taken  at  it.  The  Miniftry,  however, 
continued  the  Purfuit  of  their  own  Scheme,  in  fpitc  of 
all  Oppofition,  and  took  fuch  vigorous  Meafures  for  ob¬ 
liging  Spain  to  accept  the  Terms  afiigned  her  by  the 
Quadruple  Alliance,  that  (he  loft  all  Patience,  and  re- 
folved  to  attempt  any  Thing  that  might  either  free  her 
from  this  Neceffity,  or  ferve  to  exprefs  her  Refentments 
againft  fuch  as  endeavoured  to  impofe  it  upon  her ;  and 
with  this  View,  fhe  drew  together  a  great  Number  of 
Tranfports  at  Cadiz ,  and  Corunna  \ 

The  prefent  Earl  of  Stair ^  who  was  then  our  Mi- 
nifter  at  the  Court  of  France ,  fent  over  the  firft  cer¬ 
tain  Intelligence  of  the  Defigns  of  Spain  ;  which  were, 
to  have  fent  a  confiderable  Body  of  Troops  under  the 
Command  of  the  Duke  of  Ormonde ,  into  the  Weft  of 
England ;  upon  this,  the  moft  effectual  Methods  were 

taken 


n  Political  State,  Armais  of  King  George,  Continuation  of 
Rapin,  &c. 
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taken  here,  for  defeating  this  Scheme.  A  Fleet  was 
immediately  ordered  to  be  got  ready ;  a  Proclamation 
rffued  for  apprehending  James  Butler ,  late  Duke  of 
Ormonde,  with  a  Promife  of  5000  /.  to  the  Perfon  that 
ihould  ferae  him.  An  Embargo  was  alfo  laid  on  all 
Shipping  ;  which  Precautions  had  fuch  Succefs,  and  the 
Fleet  was  fitted  out  with  fo  much  Expedition,  that  on 
the  5  th  of  April,  Sir  John  Norris  failed  from  Spithead 
to  the  Weft  ward,  with  nine  Men  of  War;  and  on  the 
29  th,  the  Earl  of  Berkley  failed  from  St.  Helens , 
*ith  feven  other  Men  of  War,  to  join  him,  which  he 
dm  the  next  Day.  The  Government  likewife  took 
other  Meafures  to  oppofe  this  intended  Invafion  of  the 
Spaniai  ds.  The  Troops  in  the  Weft  of  England ,  where 
it  was  conjectured  they  defigned  to  land,  were  reinforced 
by  feveral  Regiments  quartered  in  other  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  four  Battalions  were  fent  from  Ireland, 
which  landed  at  Minehead  and  Brijlol,  while  at  the 
iame  time  the  Allies  of  his  Majefty  were  to  get  in  readi- 
nefs  the  Succours,  which  by  feveral  Treaties  they  flood 
engaged  to  furnifh,  in  cafe  of  a  Rebellion,  or  if  any  of 
the  Britijh  Dominions  Ihould  be  invaded  by  any  Foreign 
Power.  Accordingly,  about  the  middle  of  April ,  two 
Batallions  of  Switzers  in  the  Service  of  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral,  arrived  in  the  River  Thames ;  and  about  the  fame 
time  three  Batalions  of  Dutch,  making  together  the  full 
Complement  of  Men  which  Holland  was  obliged  to  fur- 
nilh,  landed  in  the  North  of  England.  But,  by  this 
Time,  came  certain  Advice,  That  the  Spanijh  Fleet  de¬ 
figned  for  this  Expedition,  confifting  of  five  Men  of 
War,  and  about  forty  Tranfports,  having  on  Board  the 
late  Duke  of  Ormonde,  and  about  5000  Men,  a  great 

Quantity 
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Quantity  of  Ammunition,  fpare  Arms,  and  one  Million 
of  Pieces  of  Eight,  which  failed  from  Cadiz  on  the  23 d 
of  February ,  O.  S.  being  on  the  28th  of  that  Month 
about  fifty  Leagues  to  the  Weftward  of  Cape  Finijlrey 
met  with  a  violent  Storm,  which  lafted  forty-eight  Hours* 
and  entirely  difperfed  them.  Thus,  this  Defign  of  the 
Spaniards ,  whatever  it  was,  became  abortive.  What 
Lofs  thev  met  with,  is  uncertain  ;  but  feveral  of  their 

*  r 

Veflels  returned  to  the  Ports  of  Spain  in  a  very  fluttered 
Condition.  A  fmall  Part,  however,  of  this  Embarka¬ 
tion,  had  fomewhat  different  Fortune  ;  for,  the  Earls  of 
Marjhal  and  Seaford ,  and  the  Marquis  of  Tuilibardiny 
with  about  four  hundred  Men,  moft  Spaniards ,  on 
board  three  Frigates,  and  five  Tranfports,  landed  in  the 
Shire  of  Rofs  in  Scotland ,  where  they  were  joined  by 
fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred  Scotsy  and  were  to  wait  the 
Duke  of  Ormonde's  Orders  \  and  the  Account  of  his  be¬ 
ing  landed  in  England.  But,  the  wThole  Defign  being 
quaflied  by  the  Difperfion  of  the  Spanijh  Fleet,  they 
were  defeated  at  Glenjbill,  and  the  Spaniards  furrendered 
at  Difcretion.  They  had  met  with  a  Check  before,  at 
Donan  CaJUey  which  was  taken  by  his  Majefty’s  Ships 
The  Worcester  y  Enterprize  and  Flamborough ,  the  Caftle 
being  blown  up,  and  the  greateft  Part  of  their  Ammu¬ 
nition  taken  or  deftroyed  °. 

It  may  be  proper,  ih  this  Place,  to  take  Notice,  that 
we  were  now  in  fuch  clofe  Conjunction  with  France ,  that 

the  Regent  declared  War  againft  his  Coufin  the  King  of 
Spain  \  and  though  Marfhall  Villars ,  and  fome  other 
Officers  of  great  Rank,  refufed  to  aCt  againfl;  a  Grand- 
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fon  of  ,  France ,  yet  Marfhall  Berwick ,  who,  by  the 
Victory  of  Almanza ,  fixed  that  Prince  upon  his  Throne, 
accepted  the  Command  of  the  Army,  which  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  invade  his  Territories,  in  order  to  force  him 
to  fuch  Conditions  as  were  thought  requifite  for  eftablilh- 
ing  the  general  Tranquillity  of  Europe .  Many  People 
here  fuipedled  that  this  War  would  produce  no  great 
Effects  5  but  it  proved  quite  otherwife,  for  the  Marquis 
de  Cilly ,  advanced  in  the  Month  of  Aprils  as  far  as  Port 
P aJJ'age ,  where  he  found  fix  Men  of  War,  juft  fini(hed, 
upon  the  Stocks,  all  which,  pufhed  thereto  by  Colonel 
Stanhope  (now  Earl  of  Harrington)  he  burned,  together 
with  Timber,  Mails,  and  Naval  Stores,  to  the  Value  of 
half  a  Million  Sterling ;  which  was  a  greater  real  Lofs  to 
the  Spaniards ,  than  that  they  had  fuftained  by  our  beating 

their  Fleet.  Soonafter,  the  Duke  of  Berwick  befieged 

•  \  v, 

Fontarahia  ;  both  which  Adtions  (hewed,  that  the  French 
were  in  earned: p. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  thus  pleafing  themfelves 
with  chimerical  Notions  of  Invafions,  it  was  impoflible  to 
effedt  againft  us,  our  Admiral  in  the  Mediterranean ,  was 
diftreffing  them  effedlually  \  for,  having  early  in  the  Spring 
failed  from  Port  Mahon  to  Naples ,  he  there  adjufted 
every  Thing  for  the  Redudlion  of  Sicily ,  in  which,  he 
adled  with  fuch  Zeal,  and  with  fuch  Succefs,  that  the 
Imperial  Army  was  tranfported  into  the  Ifland,  and  fo 
well  fupplied  with  all  Things  neceifary  from  our  Fleet 
(which  at  the  fame  time  attended  the  Motions  of  the 
.  Enemies  Army  fo  clofeJy)  that  it  may  be  truly  faid,  the 
Succefs  of  that  Expedition  was  as  much  owing  to  the 

Englijlo 
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Englijb  Admiral,  as  to  the  German  General ;  and  that 
the  Englijb  Fleet  did  no  lefs  Service  than  the  Army, 
To  enter  into  all  the  Particulars  of  this  Sicilian  Expe¬ 
dition,  would  take  up  much  more  Room  than  I  have 
to  fpare,  and  would,  beiides,  oblige  me  to  digrefs  from 
my  proper  Subject,  lince  the  Motions  of  a  Fleet,  attend¬ 
ing  a  Land-Army  for  the  Service  of  the  Emperor,  can¬ 
not  be,  ftricily  fpeaking,  thought  a  Part  of  the  Britijh 
Naval  Hiltorv  q. 

Th  e  r  e  is,  however,  one  Circumftance  which  deferves 
to  be  taken  Notice  of,  and  which  I  will  not  therefore 
omit.  The  Imperialifts  having  taken  the  City  of  Mef- 
fina ,  on  the  8th  of  rfugnjl.  1719,  the  Admiral  landed 
a  Body  of  Englijb  Grenadiers,  who  very  quickly  made 
themfelves  Mahers  of  the  Tower  of  Faro,  by  which, 
having  opened  a  free  Pafl’age  for  their  Ships,  he  came  to 
an  Anchor  in  Paradife-Road ;  and  this  being  perceived 
by  the  Officers  of  the  Spanijb  Men  of  War  in  the  Mole+ 
who  began  to  difpair  of  getting  out  to  Sea,  they  unbent 
their  Sails,  and  unrigged  their  Ships,  and  refolved  to 

t  '  '  *  a  ^  t 

wait  their  Fate  with  that  of  the  Citadel ;  which  gave 
great  Satisfaction  to  the  Admiral,  who  now  found  him- 
felf  at  Liberty  to  employ  his  Ships  in  other  Services*, 
which  had  been  for  a  long  Time  employed  in  blocking 
up  that  Port.  But,  while  all  Things  were  in  this  prof- 
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perous  Condition,  a  Difpute  arofe  among  the  Allies, 
about  the  Difpofition  of  the  Spanijh  Ships  before-men¬ 
tioned,  when,  after  the  Citadel’s  being  taken,  they 
fhould  of  Courfe  fallen  into  their  Hands.  Signior  Scrampi , 
General  of  the  King  of  Sardinia's  Gallies,  fir  ft  ftarted  the 
Queftion,  and  claimed  the  two  beft,  of  60  and  64  Guns, 

s 

new  Ships,  which  had  belonged  to  his  Matter,  and  were 
leized  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  Port  of  Palermo.  He 
grounded  his  Right  on  the  Convention  made  at  Vienna , 
the  29th  of  December ,  1718,  in  which  it  was  faid, 
“  That,  as  to  the  Ships  belonging  to  the  King  of  S'ar- 
«  dinia,  if  they  be  taken  in  Port,  they  fliall  be  reftored 
“  him  ;  but  that  this  fhall  be  referred  to  Admiral  Byng 
«  to  anfwer”.  To  this,  the  Admiral  replied,-  “  That 
«  this  Convention  having  been  only  a  Ground-work 
«  for  another  to  be  made  at  Naples ,  he  could  be  diredl- 
«  ed  by  none,  but  that  which  had  been  made  in  Con- 
«  fequence  thereof,  in  April  1719,  between  the  Vice- 
«  roy  of  Naples ,  the  Marquis  de  Breille ,  Minifter  of 
“  Sardinia ,  and  himfelf,  in  which,  no  mention  is 
“  made  of  thofe  Ships;  and,  as  for  the  Reference  to 
«  his  Opinion,  he  did  freely  declare,  he  could  not  think 
“  the  King  of  Sardinia  had  any  Shadow  of  Title  to 
“  them ;  that  they  had  been  taken  by  the  Enemy,  were 
“  now  fitted  out,  and  armed  at  their  Expence,  and  un- 
«  der  their  Colours ;  that  they  would  put  out  to  Sea, 
«<  jf  he  did  not  hinder  them,  and  attack  all  Englijb 
tc  ships  they  met  with,  and,  if  ttronger,  take  them  ;  fo 
t  c  that  he  could  not  confider  them  in  any  Light  than 
“  what  they  were,  the  Ships  of  an  Enemy”.  Count  de 
Mercy  next  put  in  his  Claim  for  the  Empeior,  alledging. 

That  as  thofe  -Ships  would  be  found  within  the  Port 
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«  of  a  Town  taken  by  his  Mailer’s  Arms,  according 
«  t0  Right  of  Nations,  they  belonged  to  him”. 
The  Admiral  replied,  “  That  it  was  owing  to  his 
“  keeping  two  Squadrons  on  Purpofe,  and  at  a  great 
“  Hazard,  to  watch  and  obferve  thofe  Ships ;  that  they 
“  were  now  confined  within  the  Port,  which  if  he  was 
“  to  withdraw',  they  would  ltill  be  able  to  go  to  eea, 
“  and  he  fhould  have  a  Chance  of  meeting  with  and 
“  taking  them”.  But,  reflecting  afterwards  with  himfelf, 
that  poflibly  the  Garrifon  might  capitulate  for  the  fafe 
Return  of  thofe  Ships  into  Spain ,  which  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  never  to  fuffer :  That,  on  the  other  Hand,  the 
right  of  Pofleffion  might  breed  an  inconvenient  Difpute 
among  the  Princes  concerned;  and,  if  it  fhould  prove 
that  they  did  not  belong  to  England ,  it  were  better  they 
belonged  to  Nobody ;  he  propofed  to  Count  de  Iidetcy9 
to  eredt  a  Battery,  and  dellroy  them  as  they  lay  in  the 
Bafon ;  who  urged,  that  he  had  no  Orders  concerning 
thofe  Ships,  and  mull  write  to  Vienna  for  Inllruftions 
about  it.  The  Admiral  replied,  with  fome  Warmth,  That 
he  could  not  want  a  Power  to  dellroy  every  Thing  that 
belonged  to  the  Enemy,  and  infilled  on  it  with  fo  much 
Firmnefs,  that  the  General  being  concerned  in  Interelt, 
not  to  carry  Matters  to  a  Difagreement,  caufed  a  Battery 
to  be  erefted,  notwithllanding  the  Protellations  of 
Scrampi ;  which,  in  a  little  Time,  funk  and  dellroy ed 
them  ;  and  completed  the  Ruin  of  the  Naval  Power 
of  Spain r. 
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The  Imperial  Court  had  formed  a  Defign  of  making 
themfelves  Mailers  of  Sardinia ,  out  of  which  they  were 
driven,  as  has  been  before  obferved,  by  the  Spaniards : 
1;Ut?  our  Admiral  judged  it  more  for  the  Service  of  the 
HouiC  of  Aujiria ,  that  this  Army  fhould  be  immediately 
traniported  into  Sicily ,  In  order  to  elfedt  this,  .and  at 
the  fame  time  to  procure  Artillery  for  carrying  on  the 
•  Siege  of  the  Citadel  of  MeJJina ,  he  w7ent  over  to  Naples , 
where,  finding  that  the  Government  was  abfolutely  un- 
ble  to  furnifh  the  Jvlilitary  Stores  that  were  wanting,  he 
very  generoufly  granted  the  Cannon  out  of  the  Britijh 
Prizes,  and  procured,  upon  his  own  Credit,  Powder  and 
other  Ammunition  from  Genoa ;  and,  foon  after,  went 
thither  himfelf,  in  order  to  hailen  the  Embarkation  of 
the  Troops,  which  was  made  fooner  than  could  have  been 
expedled,  merely  through  the  Diligence  of  the  Admi¬ 
ral,  and  in  Spite  of  the  Delays  affe&ed  by  the  Count, 
now  Bafliaw  Bonneval ,  who  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand  them.  After  the  Citadel  of  Meffina  Surrendered, 
Sir  George  Byng  re-embarked  a  great  Part  of  the  Army, 
and  landed  them  upon  another  Part  of  the  Iiland,  by 
which  means  they  diftrefted  the  Enemy  to  fuch  a  De¬ 
gree,  that  the  Marquifs  de  Lede ,  who  commanded  the 
Spanijh  Forces  in  Chief,  propofed  to  evacuate  the  Iiland, 
to  which,  the  Germans  were  very  well  inclined  ;  but, 
our  Admiral  protelled  againft  it,  and  declared,  that  the 
Spanifi)  Troops  fhould  never  be  permitted  to  quit  Sicily, 
and  return  home,  till  a  general  Peace  was  concluded. 
In  this,  Sir  George  certainly  aded  as  became  a  Britijh 
Admiral',  and  after  having  done  fo  many  Services  for 
the  Imperialifts,  infilled  on  their  doing  what  was  juft, 
with  relped  to  its,  and  holding  the  Spanijh  Troops  in  the 
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uneafy  Situation  they  now  were,  till  they  gave  ample  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  to  the  Court  of  London^  as  well  as  to  that  of 
Vienna .  It  mull,  however,  be  confidered  that,  in  the 
frit  Place,  the  Admiral  had  the  Detention  of  the  Spam - 
ards  in  his  own  Hands,  fince  the  Germans  could  do  no¬ 
thing  in  that  Matter,  without  him  ;  and  on  the  other 
Hand,  our  Demands  on  the  Court  of  Spain ,  $vere  as 
much  for  the  Interefl  of  the  Common  Caufe,  as  for  our 
own,  fo  that  tho’  the  Steadinefs  of  Admiral  Byng  deferv- 
ed  Commendation  yet,  there  feemed  to  be  no  great 
Praifes  due  to  the  German  Complaifance  s. 

The  more  effectually  to  humble  Spain ,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  convince  the  whole  World  that  we  could 
not  only  contrive,  but  execute  an  Invafion,  a  fecret  De- 
fign  was  formed,  for  fending  a  Fleet  and  Army  to  the 
Coafts  of  Spain ;  which  was  very  fuccefsfully  performed ; 
and,  on  the  21ft  of  September  1719,  Vice-Admiral 
Mighels ,  with  his  Majefty’s  Ships  under  his  Command, 
and  the  Tranfports  having  on  Board  the  Forces,  Com¬ 
manded  by  the  Lord  Vifcount  Cobham ,  confiding  of 
about  6000  Men,  failed  from  St.  Helen's ;  and  the  firft 
Account  we  had  of  them,  is  contained  in  the  following 
Exprefs,  which,  indeed,  contains  the  only  good  Account 
that  was  ever  publifhed  of  this  Expedition ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  I  prefume  the  Reader  will  not  be  difplealed  to  lee 
it  h 

His  Excellency  the  Lord  Vifcount  Cobham ,  with  the 
Men  of  War  commanded  by  Vice-Admiral  Mighells , 
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and  the  Tranfports,  having  the  Forces  on  Board,  arriv- 
ing  on  the  Coaft  of  Galicia,  kept  cruifing  three  Days  in 
the  Station  appointed  for  Captain  Johnfon  to  join  them  > 
but  having  no  News  of  him,  and  the  Danger  of  lying 
on  the  Coaft  at  this  Seaton  of  the  Year,  with  Tranf¬ 
ports,  rendering  it  neceffary  to  take  fome  Meafures  of 
afting  without  him,  and  the  Wind  offering  fair  for  Vigo, 
his  Lordfhip  took  the  Refolution  of  going  thither. 

On  the  29th  of  September ,  O,  S.  they  entered  the 
Harbour  of  Vigo ;  and  the  Grenadiers  being  immediate¬ 
ly  landed,  about  three  Miles  from  the  Town,  drew  up 
on  the  Beach:  fome  Peafants  fired  from  the  Mountains, 
at  a  great  Diftance,  but  without  any  Execution.  His 
Lordfhip  went  a-fhore  with  the  Grenadiers,  and  the 
Regiments  followed  as  fall  as  the  Boats  could  carry  them. 
That  Night,  and  the  following  Day  and  Night,  the 
Troops  lay  upon  their  Arms,  In  the  mean  while,  Pro- 
vifions  for  four  Days  were  brought  a-fhore,  and  Guards 
were  polled  in  feveral  Avenues,  to  the  Diftance  of  above 
a  Mile  up  the  Country. 

On  the  ift  of  October ,  his  Lordfhip  moVed  with  the 
Forces  hearer  the  Town,  and  encamped  at  a  flrong 
Poft,  with  the  Left  to  the  Sea,  near  the  Village  of  Boas , 
and  the  Right  extended  towards  the  Mountains.  This 
Motion  of  the  Army,  and  fome  Parties  that  wrere  or¬ 
dered  to  view  the  Town  and  Citadel,  gave  the  Enemy 
fome  Apprehenfions  that  Preparations  were  making  to 
attac  them.  Whereupon,  they  fet  fire  to  the  Carriages 
of  the  Cannon  of  the  Town,  nailed  thofe  Cannon, 
and  by  all  their  Motions,  feemed  to  be  determined  to 
abandon  the  Town  to  the  Care  of  the  Magiftrates,  and 
Inhabitants  $  and  to  retire  with  the  regular  Troops,  into 

the 
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the  Citadel-  Whereupon,  the  Lord  Cobham  fent  to 
fummon  the  Town  to  furrender,  which  the  Magiftrates 
made  no  Difficulty  of  doing;  and  the  lame  Night  his 
Lordfhip  ordered  Brigadier  Honywood ,  with  800  Men, 
to  take  poll  in  the  Town,  and  Fort  St.  SebaJUan>  which 
the  Enemy  had  alfo  abandoned. 

On  the  3d,  a  Bomb-Veflel  began  to  bombard  the 
Citadel ;  but  with  little  Execution,  by  realon  of  the 
great  Diftance.  That  Evening,  the  large  Mortars,  and 
the  Cohorn-Mortars,  were  landed  at  the  Town,  be¬ 
tween  forty  and  fifty  of  them,  great  and  fmall,  placed 
on  a  Battery,  under  Cover  of  Fort  St.  SebaJUan ,  began 
in  the  Night  to  play  upon  the  Citadel,  and  continued  it 
4  Days  with  great  Succefs.  The  fourth  Day  his  Lordfhip 
ordered  the  Battering  Cannon  to  be  landed  ;  and,  with 
fome  others,  found  in  the  Town,  to  be  placed  on  the 
Battery  of  Fort  St.  Sebajlian .  At  the  fame  time,  his 
Lordfhip  fent  the  Governor  a  Summon  to  furrender, 
fignifying,  that  if  he  flaid  till  our  Battery  of  Cannon  was 
ready,  he  fhould  have  no  Quarter.  Colonel  Llgonier 
was  fent  with  this  Meflage,  but  found  the  Governor 
Don  Jofeph  de  lor  Cereos ,  had  the  Day  before  been  car¬ 
ried  out  of  the  Callle,  wounded  ;  the  Lieutenant-  Colo¬ 
nel,  who  commanded  in  his  Abfence,  defired  Leave  and 
Time  to  fend  to  the  Marquis  de  Risburg ,  at  Tuy ,  for 
his  Directions ;  but  being  told,  the  Hoftilities  fhould  be 
continued,  if  they  did  not  fend  their  Capitulation  with¬ 
out  any  Delay,  they  foon  complied11. 

The  Capitulation  confifted  of  ten  Articles,  by  which 
the  Garrifon  were  permitted  to  march  out,  with  the  Ho¬ 
nours 

~ - - - — - — -  

»  This  relation  was  publifhed  in  the  London-Gazette,  dated 
Whitehall,  O&ober  2,  1719. 
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nours  of  War ;  and  the  Place,  with  all  its  Works,  Ma¬ 
gazines,  and  whatever  they  contained,  either  of  Am¬ 
munition  or  Provifion,  were  delivered  up  to  his  Excel- 
lency  the  Lord  Cobham . 

On  the  10th  of  the  fame  Month,  in  the  Morning, 
the  Garrifon  marched  out,  confining  of  469  Men  (Of¬ 
ficers  included)  having  had  above  300  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed  by  our  Bombs.  The  Place  coll  us  but  two  Officers, 
^nd  three  or  four  Men  killed.  There  were  in  the 
Town,  about  fixty  Pieces  of  large  Iron  Cannon,  which, 
when  the  Enemy  abandoned,  they  nailed,  and  damaged, 
as  much  as  their  T  ime  would  give  them  leave;  and  in 
the  Citadel,  were  forty-three  Pieces,  of  which  fifteen 
were  Bra fs,  and  two  large  Mortars,  befides,  above  two 
thoufand  Barrels  of  Powder,  and  feveral  Chefts  of  Arms, 
amounting  to  about  8000  Mufquets :  All  which  Stores, 
and  Brafs  Ordnance,  were  lodged  there  from  on  Board 
the  Ships  that  were  to  have  vifited  Great  Britain  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  Spring,  and  the  very  Troops  that  gave  up  Vigo, 
were  alfo  of  that  Expedition ;  feven  Ships  were  feized  in 
the  Harbour,  three  of  which  were  fitting  up  for  Privateers, 
one  to  carry  twenty-four  Guns ;  the  reft  were  trading 
Veflels. 

VIGO  being  thus  taken,  the  Lord  Cobham  ordered 
Major-General  Wade  to  embark  with  a  thoufand  Men 
on  Board  four  Tranfports,  and  to  fail  to  the  uppbr 
End  of  the  Bay  of  Vigo  ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  on 
the  14th,  and  having  landed  his  Men,  marched  to  Pont- 
a-Vedra ,  which  Place  furrendered  without  Oppo/ition, 
the  Magiftrates  of  the  Town  meeting  them  with  the 
Keys.  In  the  Place  were  taken,  two  forty-eight  Pound¬ 
ers,  four  twenty-four  Pounders,  fix  eight  Pounders,  and 

four 
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four  Mortars,  all  Brafs ;  befides  feventy  Pieces  of  Iron 
Cannon,  two  thoufand  fmall  Arms,  fome  Bombs,  &c. 
all  which,  except  the  twenty-four  Pounders,  were  em¬ 
barked,  and  Major-General  Wade  returned  with  his 
Booty  and  Troops  to  Vigo ,  on  the  23d.  And  the  next 
Day,  the  Lord  Cobham  finding  it  would  be  impolfible  for 
him  to  maintain  his  Ground  any  longer  in  Spain ,  or¬ 
dered  the  Forces  to  be  embarked,  as  likewife  the  Cannon, 

\ 

tfc.  which  being  done  by  the  27th,  he  failed  that  Day 
for  England,  where  he  arrived  the  nth  of  November ; 
having  loft  in  the  Expedition,  about  three  hundred  of  his 
Men,  who  were  either  killed,  died,  or  deferted  x. 

There  is  another  Expedition,  of  which  we  muft 
take  Notice,  before  we  fhut  up  the  Tranfaflions  of  this 
Year;  and,  it  is  that  of  Sir  'John  Norris ,  into  the  Bal- 
tick.  Things  had  now  changed  their  Face  in  the  North  ; 
the  Swedes ,  fince  the  Death  of  their  King,  were  be¬ 
come  our  Friends,  and  the  great  Defign  of  fending  this 
Fleet,  was  to  protedl  them  againft  the  Ruffians.  The 
Queen  of  Sweden  was  extremely  well  pleafed  on  the  re¬ 
ceiving  fo  feafonable  a  Succour.  In  the  beginning  of 
September ,  Sir  John  Norris ,  with  his  Squadron,  joined 
the  Swedijh  Fleet,  and  on  the  6th  of  the  fame  Month, 
arrived  at  the  Dahlen ,  near  Stockholm ,  where,  her  Ma- 
jefty’s  Confort,  the  prefent  King  of  Sweden ,  did  him  the 

i*  t 

Honour  to  dine  on  Board  his  Ship.  This  Junction  of 
the  Englijh  and  Swedijh  Fleets,  broke  all  the  Meafures 
of  the  Czar  Peter  the  Great ,  who  had  ruined  the  Swed¬ 
ijh  Coaft  in  a  cruel  Manner  ;  but  was  now  forced  to  re¬ 
tire  with  his  Fleet  into  the  Harbour  of  Revel  The 

t  i  j  *  . 

Lord 
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Lord  Carteret ,  now  Secretary  of  State,  was  then  Am- 
baflador  at  Stockholm ,  and,  in  Conjundtion  with  Sir  John 
Norris,  laboured  afliduoufly  to  bring  the  Conferences  at 
the  Ifland  of  Ahland ,  to  a  happy  Conclufion  ;  but,  the 
Czar,  not  being  at  prefent  difpofed  to  think  of  pacific 
Meafures,  they  could  not  prevail ;  fo  that,  about  the 
Middle  of  September ,  the  Conferences  broke  up.  All  this 
time,  the  Fleet  continued  near  Stockholm ;  but  the  Win¬ 
ter  Seafon  coming  on,  and  there  being  no  Reafon  to  fear 
any  further  Attacks  on  the  Swedes ,  as  the  Danes  had  ac¬ 
cepted  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  Mediation,  Sir  John 
•  Norris  thought  of  returning  Home;  and,  accordingly 
failed  from  Elfenap  on  the  27th  of  Odfober ,  with  a  large 
Fleet  of  Merchant-men  under  his  Convoy,  and  fafel y 
arrived  at  Copenhagen ,  on  the  6th  of  November ,  where 
he  was  received  by  his  Danijh  Majefty,  with  all  imagi¬ 
nable  Marks  of  Kindnefs  and  Efteem.  It  mult,  indeed, 
be  allowed,  to  this  Gentleman’s  Honour,  that  what¬ 
ever  Views  the  Miniftry  might  have  at  Home,  he  con¬ 
futed  the  Nations  Glory  Abroad ;  and  by  preferving  the 
Ballance  of  Power  in  the  North,  rendered  the  highefl 
Service  to  his  Country.  On  the  12th  of  the  fame 
Month,  the  Fleet  failed  from  Copenhagen  ;  and  on  the 
17th,  met  with  a  dreadful  Storm,  which  damaged  fe- 
veral  Ships,  but  deflroyed  none.  T owards  the  Clofe  of 
the  Month,  they  arrived  fafe ;  and,  on  the  laft  Day  of 
November ,  Sir  John  came  to  London ,  after  having  manag¬ 
ed,  with  great  Reputation  and  Expedition,  an  Enterprize 
which  in  lefs  able  Hands,  would  either  have  brought  Dif- 
credit  on  our  Naval  Power,  or  involved  the  Nation  in  a 

bloody  War;  but  by  his  fteady  and  prudent  Conduct,  they 

were 
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were  both  avoided,  and  a  Stop  put  to  thofe  I  roubles, 
which,  for  many  Years  had  embroil’d  the  North 

His  Majefty  returned  from  Hanover  about  the  Middle 
of  November  1719,  and  the  Parliament  met  the  lattei 
End  of  the  fame  Month,  when  there  were  very  warm 
Debates  upon  the  Subject  of  the  Sicilian  Expedition ; 
where  many  great  Men,  and  good  Patriots,  thought  our 
Fleet  had  done  too  much  for  the  Germans ,  and  too 
little  for  themfelves.  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Friends 
of  the  Miniftry  maintained,  that  their  Meafures  were 
right ;  that  the  giving  Sicily  to  the  Emperor,  and  Sar¬ 
dinia  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  would  effectually  fix  the 
Balance  of  Power  in  Italy,  and  free  us,  and  the  reft  of 
Europe ,  from  the  Apprehenfions  created  by  the  mighty 
Naval  Power  of  Spain,  It  is  not,  ftrictly  fpeaking,  my 
Bufinefs,  and,  to  fay  the  Truth,  the  Compafs  of  this 
Work,  would  not  allow  me  to  enlarge  much  upon  it, 
if  an  Enquiry  into  the  Politics  at  thofe  Times,  was 
more  fo,  than  it  is ;  but  thus  much  I  think  is  due,  in 

»  -  ■  -  -  »  ,  ji  *  .  * 

Juftice  to  Sir  George  By  tig ;  that  I  obferve,  the  Queftion 
does  not  at  all  affeCt  his  ConduCt,  fince  the  Merit  of  an 
Admiral  confifts  in  executing  his  InftruCtions,  for  which 
alone  he  is  anfwerable,  and  not  at  all  for  the  Rectitude 
of  thofe  Inftrudficns.  If  this  be  not  granted,  we  muft 
never  expedt  to  be  well  ferved  at  Sea,  fince  the  Admiral, 
who  takes  upon  him  to  interpret  his  InftruCtions,  will 
never  want  Excufes  for  his  Conduct,  be  it  what  it  will ; 
and  if  this  be  once  granted,  Sir  George  Byng  muft  be 
allowed  to  have  done  his  Duty,  as  well  as  any  Admiral 

ever 


•  -  / 
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ever  did ;  for  to  his  Condudi  it  was  entirely  owing, 
•that  Sicily  was  fubdued,  and  his  Catholic  Majefty  forced 
to  accept  the  Terms  preferred  him  by  the  Quadruple 
Alliance,  ffe  it  was,  who  firfl  enabled  the  Germans  td 
fet  Foot  in  that  Ifland  3  by  him  they  were  fupported 
in  all  they  did  j  and  by  his  Councils  they  were  diredtedj 
or  they  had  otherwife  been  expelled  the  Ifland,  even  after 
the  taking  of  MeJJina .  As  warm  Debates  there  were 
about  our  Condudi  in  the  Baltic k,  which,  whether  it 

were  right  or  wrong,  ought  not  to  affect  the  Charade? 

♦  *  f  .  - 

of  the  Admiral,  who  punctually  executed  his  Inftrudlions, 
and  performed  all  that  was,  or  could  be  ;  expedied  front 
him  ;  neither  was  this  denied  by  fuch  as  oppofed  the 
Miniflry,  and  whofe  Sentiments  were  at  this  Time  over* 
ruled  in  Parliament z.  •  V 

On  the  2d  of  December ,  the  Naval  Supplies  for  the 

*  k .  1 

enfuing  Year  were  fettled.  13,500  Men  were  allowed 
for  the  Service  of  1720,  and  the  Sum  of  4/.  per  Month 
as  ufual,  granted  for  that  Purpofe ;  217,9 18  /.  10  s.  8  d . 
was  given  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  and  79,723  4 
for  the  extraordinary  Repairs.  Soon  after,  a  Demand 
was  made  for  a  confiaerable  Sum,  expended  in  the  ne- 
ceflary  Service  of  the  laft  Year,  beyond  what  was 
provided  by  Parliament ;  and  after  great  Debates,  a  Vote 
was  obtained  on  the  15th  of  January ,  for  377,561/. 

6  s.  9  d.  JL  in  Difcharge  of  thofe  Expences.  In  the 
Beginning  of  the  Month  of  February ,  the  King  of  Spain 
acceded  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance ;  and,  as  a  Confe- 
quence  thereof,  a  Ceflation  of  Arms  by  Sea  was  foon 
after  publifhed,  which  was  quickly  followed  by  a  Con- 

1 

vention 
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Vention  in  Sicily,  for  the  Evacuation  of  that  Ifland,  and 
the  Ifland  of  Sardinia  ;  and  thus  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria 
got  Pofleflion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily,  by  Means  of 
the  Britijh  Fleet.  But,  what  Return  the  Imperial  Court 
made  Great  Britain ,  for  thefe  Favours,  we  fhall  fee  in 
its  proper  Place.  About  the  fame  Time,  a  Meflenger 
difpatched  by  the  Lord  Carteret ,  from  Stockholm ,  brought 
the  Inftrument  of  the  Treaty  of  Friendfhip  and  Alliance 
concluded  between  his  Majefty  and  the  Crown  of  Swe¬ 
den  a. 

The  Czar  of  Mufcovy ,  remaining  ftill  at  War  with 
Sweden ,  and  having  entered  into  Meafures,  that,  in  the 
Opinion  of  our  Court,  were  like  to  overturn  the  Ba¬ 
lance  of  Power  in  the  North,  it  was  refolved,  to  fend 
Sir  John  Norris ,  once  more,  with  a  Fleet  of  twenty 
Men  of  War  under  his  Command,  into  thofe  Seas. 
TheDefign  of  this,  was,  tofecure  the  Swedes  from  feel¬ 
ing  the  Czar’s  Refentment,  or  from  being  forced  to  ac« 
cept  fuch  hard  and  unequal  Conditions  as  he  might  en¬ 
deavour  to  impofe.  The  better  to  underftand  this,  it 
will  be  requifite  to  obferve,  that  the  Swedes  had  made 
fome  great  Alterations  in  their  Government,  by  not 
only  aflerting  their  Crown  to  be  Elective,  but  by  ma¬ 
king  Choice  of  the  Prince  of  HeJJe ,  Confort  to  the 
Queen  their  Sovereign,  for  their  King,  on  her  Motion 
andRequeft;  notwithftanding  the  Claim  of  the  Duke 
of  Holftein ,  her  Sifter’s  Son,  to  the  Succeflion.  This 

young  Prince,  the  Czar  was  pleafed  to  take  under  his 

/ 

Pro  ted  ion. 
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Protection,  and  propofed  to  the  Swedes ,  that,  if  they 
would  fettle  the  Crown  upon  him,  his  Czarijb  Majefty 
would  give  him  his  Daughter,  with  the  Provinces  con¬ 
quered  from  Sweden ,  by  way  of  Dowry ;  but,  in  cafe 
this  was  refufed,  he  threaten’d  to  purfue  the  War  more 
earneftly  than  ever,  and  for  that  Purpofe,  began  to  make 
very  great  Naval  Preparations.  As  our  old  League  with 
Sweden  was  now  renewed,  the  Britifb  Fleet,  on  the 
1 6th  o t  April ^  failed  for  the  Baltick  $  in  the  beginning 
of  the  Month  of  May ,  they  were  joined  on  the  Coaft 
of  Sweden  by  a  Squadron  of  Ships  belonging  to  that 
Crown ;  and  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  Month,  being 
near  the  Coaft  of  Ahland ,  they  were  joined  by  feven 
Swedtjh  Men  of  War  more,  under  the  Command  of 
Admiral  Wachmeifter ;  the  26th,  it  was  refolved,  that 
the  Fleet  fhould  proceed  towards  the  Coaft  of  Revel ; 
which  faved  them  from  feeling  at  that  Time  any  Marks 
of  the  Czar’s  Difpleafure.  In  the  mean  time,  our  Mi- 
nifter  at  the  Court  of  Denmark ,  having  prepared  that 
Monarch  for  an  Accommodation  with  Sweden ,  Lord 
Carteret ,  who  was  then  cur  Minifter  at  Stockholm ,  ne¬ 
gotiated,  and  brought  to  a  Conclusion  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
between  the  two  Crowns,  under  our  Mediation,  and 
went  afterwards  to  Copenhagen ,  to  prefen t  it  to  his  Danijb 
Majefty,  of  whom  he  had  an  Audience  on  the  29th  of 
'June  1720,  for  that  Purpofe.  His  Lordfhip  continued 
for  fome  time  after  at  the  Danijb  Court,  where  he  was 
treated  with  unufual  Marks  of  Efteem  and  Refpedt,  by  a 
Prince  who  was  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  wifeft  Crowned 
Heads  in  Europe ;  and  who,  as  a  fignal  Teftimony  of 
his  Favour,  took  a  Sword  from  his  Side,  richly  fet  with 
'  Diamonds, 
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diamonds,  to  the  Value  of  five  thoufand  Pounds,  of 
Which  he  made  a  Prefent  to  his  Lordihip b. 

The  Seafon  for  ACtion  being  over,  Sir  John  Norris , 
on  the  8th  of  September ,  returned  with  the  Squadron 
under  his  Command,  to  Stockholm,  The  King  of  Swede/2 
did  him  the  Honour  to  dine  with  him  on  Board  his 
Ship,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Finch ,  the  Britijh  Fnvoy, 
and  the  Polifb  Minifter  P.  Lubomirjhi ,  and  other  Perfona 
of  Diftin&ion  ;  and  his  Excellency  foon  after  returned, 
with  the  Squadron  under  his  Command,  to  England, 
The  Czar  bore  this  Interpofition  of  ours  very  impati¬ 
ently,  and  his  Minifters  did  not  fail  to  impute  it  wholly 
to  the  Interefi:  which  his  Majefiy,  as  a  German  Prince, 
had  to  compromife  Affairs  with  Sweden ,  with  relation  to 
the  Dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  However,  thus  much 
is  very  certain,  that  whatever  Benefit  his  Majelty,  as 
Elector  of  Hanover ,  might  draw  from  the  Protection 

afforded  to  Siveden  by  the  Britijh  Fleet,  this  was,  a 

> 

Meafure' entirely  correfponding  with  the  Britifi  Interefi:  j 
and  we  had  often  interpofed  in  the  very  fame  Manner, 
under  former  Reigns,  to  prevent  fuch  Conquelts  in  the 
North,  as  might  be  fatal  to  a  Commerce,  upon  the 
carrying  on  which,  in  a  great  Meafure,  depends  almoft 

all  the  other  Branches  of  our  Trade.  The  Infinuations* 

^  \ 

therefore,  of  the  Czar  had  no  great  Weight  at  that 
Time,  either  with  us,  or  with  other  Powers,  as  appears 
by  the  Conduct  of  Poland  and  Denmark ,  both  making 
feparate  Treaties  with  Sweden ,  notwithftanding  all  the 
Expostulations,  Remonftrances,  and  even  Threatnings  of 
Vol.  IV.  H  h  his 

b  Oldmixon,  Lediard,  Political  State,  Annals  of  King 
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his  Czarifli  Majefiy  to  prevent  it.  Neither  is  it  at  all 
impoflible,  that  the  very  Dread  of  that  exorbitant  Power, 
to  which  that  ambitious  Monarch  afpired,  might  con¬ 
tribute  as  much  to  their  taking  that  Refolution,  as  any 
other  Motive  whatever c. 

His  Majefly  having  fpent  the  Summer  in  his  German 
Dominions,  returned  to  Great  Britain  in  the  Month  of 
November ;  and  the  Parliament  meeting  on  the  8th  of 
December  following,  the  Proceedings  of  the  whole  Year 
was  laid  before  that  Auguft  Affembly  $  in  which  it  was 
infilled  upon,  that  the  Money  ifliied  for  the  Sea- Service, 
had  produced  the  defired  Effects ;  and  that,  as  Peace 
had  been  fettled  by  the  Force  of  our  Arms  in  the  Me- 
diterranean ,  a  few  Months  before,  fo  it  was  highly  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  very  Terror  of  our  Arms  would  caufe 

the  Troubles  of  the  North  to  fubfide  in  a  few  Months 

\ 

to  come.  Upon  thefe  Suggeflions,  a  confiderable  Naval 
Force  was  afked  fcr  the  next  Year  \  and  though  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  Oppolition,  and  a  great  many  bold 
Speeches  made,  yet,  in  the  end,  the  Point  was  carried  ; 
and  on  the  19th  of  December ,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Refolved,  that  1 0,000  Men  be  allowed  for  the  Sea-Ser¬ 
vice  for  the  Year  1721,  at  4/.  a  Man  per  Month  for 
thirteen  Months :  That  219,049  /.  14  s.  be  granted  for 
the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy  5  and  50,200  for  Extra-Re¬ 
pairs  for  the  fame  Year.  This  Provifion  being  made,  it 
was  Refolved  to  fend  Sir  John  Norris ,  and  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  Hopfon ,  with  a  Squadron  of  thirteen  Men  of  War 
of  the  Line,  belides  Frigates  and  Bomb-Ketches,  into 
the  Bultick ,  to  put  an  End  to  thofe  Difputes,  which  had 

coR 
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toft  our  Allies  fo  much  Blood,  and  ourfelves  fo  large  a 
Proportion  of  Treafure,  and  which  it  was  thought  could 
lliot  be  fo  toon  fettled  any  other  way. 

The  Czar  having  ftill  in  view  the  Redu&ion  of  the 
Swedes,  to  his  own  Terms,  was  very  early  at  Sea,  with 
a  large  Fleet,  and  defigning  to  ftrike  a  Terror  to  the 
Swedijb  Nation,  he  ravaged  their  Coafts,  with  incredible 
Refentment,  committing  fuch  Cruelties  as  were  fcarce 
ever  heard  of,  amongft  the  molt  barbarous  Nations ;  yet 
the  Swedes  kept  up  their  Spirits,  and  depending  on  our 
Prote&ion,  did  not  take  any  bafty  Meafures,  but  infift- 
ed  on  certain  Mitigations,  which  they  at  laft  obtained. 
In  the  middle  of  the  Month  of  April ,  Sir  John  Norris 
failed  from  the  Nore,  and  towards  the  latter  End  of  the 
fame  Month,  arrived  at  Copenhagen ,  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  all  Marks  of  Efteem $  foon  after,  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  Voyage  for  the  Coaft  of  Sweden ,  where  he 
was  .joined  by  a  few  Swedijb  Ships.  His  Appearance  in 
Thofe  Seas,  and  with  fuch  a  Force,  produced  greater 
Confequences  than  were  expended  from  it ;  for  the  Czar 
doubting  his  own  Strength,  and  fearing,  upon  the  Lofs 
of  a  Battel,  that  his  whole  Naval  Force  would  be  de- 
llroyed,  as  he  had  feen  of  late,  in  the  Cafe  of  Spain, 
he  began  to  be  more  inclinable  to  a  Peace,  which  was 
concluded  at  Neijiadt ,  upon  the  31ft  of  Augujl .  This 
Treaty,  having  fettled  the  Czar’s  Rights  to  the  conquered 
Provinces,  and  fecured  to  the  Swedes  various^Immuni- 
ties  and  Privileges,  in  order  to  bring  them  more  readily 
to  confent  to  fuch  Terms  as  they  would  have  thought, 
hard,  fatisfied,  in  feme  Meafure,  both  Crowns.  Sir  John 
Norris  continued  all  this  Time  with  his  Fleet  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Stockholm ,  in  order  to  civs  w eight 
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to  the  Negotiations  of  Mr.  Finch ;  and  the  Peace  being 
Signed  and  Ratified,  he  took  Leave  of  the  Swedijh 
Court,  and  failed  for  Copenhagen ,  where  he  arrived  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  Ottober  ;  and  on  the  6th 
of  the  fame  Month,  returned  Home,  arriving  fafely  at 
the  Nore,  on  the  20th,  leaving  the  North  in  perfeCl 
Quiet,  and  all  its  Powers  under  a  juft  Senfe  of  the 
feafonable  Interpofition  of  Great  Britain ,  in  favour  of 
that  Ballance  of  Power  in  thofe  Parts,  which  is  of  fuch 
high  Confequence  to  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe  in  gene¬ 
ral,  as  well  as  the  particular  Advantage  of  each  of  the 
Monarchs  thus  reconciled. 

At  Home,  the  Difputes  and  Uneafineftes  which  had 
been  occafioned  by  the  Execution  of  the  South-Sea 
Scheme,  kept  the  Nation  in  a  high  Ferment,  and  put 
the  Court  under  a  Neceffity  of  altering  its  Meafures,  and 
making  feme  Changes  in  the  Adminiftration ;  among 
which,  we  may  reckon  the  Alteration  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  which  took  Place  in  the  Month  of  Septem¬ 
ber  y  when  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  order  Letters 
Patent  to  pafs  the  great  Seal,  conftituting  the  Right 
Honourable  James  Earl  of  Berkley ,  Sir  John  Jennings , 
John  Cockburn ,  and  William  Chetwynd ,  Efqrs.  Sir  John 
Norris ,  Sir  Charles  Wager ,  and  Dajiiel  Pulteney ,  Efq; 
Commiffioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain ,  &c.  This  Appointment  gave 
general  Satisfaction  at  that  Time;  and  it  muft  be  allow* 
ed  by  all  who  are  well  acquainted  with  their  Characters, 
that  the  Board  was  never  better  filled,  than  by  thefe 
Gentlemen,  four  of  whom  were  as  great  Seamen  as 
any  of  that  Age ;  and  the  other  three,  as  well  acquaint¬ 
ed 
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ed  with  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Office,  and  the  Duties  of 
their  Port,  as  any  that  ever  filled  them. 

The  Parliament  met  on  the  19th  of  October ,  and 
on  the  27th  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Houle  cl  Com¬ 
mons  granted  7000  Men  for  the  Service  of  the  Sea,  for 
the  Year  1722,  at  the  ufual  Rate  of  4/.  a  Man  per 
Month ;  and  on  the  2d  of  November,  they  Refolved, 
that  the  Sum  of  218,799/.  4  s.  7  d.  be  granted  for  the 
Ordinary  of  the  Navy  for  the  fame  Year.  This  was 
a  very  moderate  Expence,  and  very  agieeable  to  the 
then  Situation  of  our  Affairs,  which  had  been  not  a  litue 
difordered  by  the  Expences  into  which  we  had  been 
drawn  for  many  Years  paft.  It  was  not  long,  however, 
after  this  Grant  was  made,  before  a  new  Squadron  was 
ordered  to  be  got  ready,  confifting  of  thirteen  very  large 
Ships,  which  were  to  be  commanded  by  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  and  Rear-Admiral  Hofier.  The  Deftination  of 
this  Squadron  was  not  certainly  known ;  but  the  moll 
probable  Account  that  has  been  given,  is,  that  it  was 
intended  to  chaftize  the  Portugueze,  for  an  Infult 
offered  by  them,  to  Mr.  Wingfield  and  Mr.  Roberts , 
two  Gentlemen  of  the  Factory  at  Lift) on,  whofe  Goods 
they  feized,  imprifon’d  their  Perfons,  and  even  went  fo  far 
as  to  condemn  them  to  be  hang’d,  upon  a  very  trifling 
Pretence.  The  Cafe  was  this.  I  here  is  a  Law  in  Portugal, 
which  forbids  the  Exportation  of  any  Coin  whatfoever, 
upon  Pain  of  Death  :  But  it  was  a  Law  never  infilled 
upon,  and  therefore  fuppofed  to  be  oblolete,  and  in  a 
manner  repealed  ;  which  Conftrudtion  was  juftified  by 
the  tranfporting  Gold  Coin  openly,  from  Lftoti  to  other 
Countries,  almoft  every  Day,  and  that  in  fuch  a  Man¬ 
ner  as  the  Court  could  not  be  ignorant  of  it.  What 
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induced  the  Portugueze  Miniftry  to  venture  upon  fue!i 
an  ill-timed  Severity,  is  not  well  known;  but  the  vi-* 
goious  Meafures  taken  by  our  ^>ourt,  were  certainly  tho 
ptopereft  Metnods  that  could  be  taken,  to  hinder  their 
proceeding  to  Execution.  At  the  fame  Time,  our  Mi- 
nifter  Hated  their  Cafe  in  the  faireft  and  fulled  Light, 
ob.c icing  to  the  Ring  of  Portugal,  that  of  all  Nations 
in  Europe ,  the  Englijh  lealt  deferved  to  be  thus  ufed,  be- 
caufe  they  took  the  largeft  Quantity  of  the  Manufadures 
of  Portugal,  in  Exchange  for  their  own,  of  which  the 

P ortugueze  alfo  exported  a  great  deal.  That  the  Ba¬ 
lance  of  I  rade  in  cur  Favour,  had  been,  and  mull  be, 
always difeharged  in  Gold;  and  that  confequently,  thefe 
fevere  Proceedings,  if  not  remitted,  mull  not  only  pro¬ 
duce  an  immediate  Rupture  between  the  two  Nations 

$ 

but  hinder  alfo  all  Commerce  between  them  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  By  Degrees,  thefe  Reprefentations  were  attended 
to,  the  Merchants  releafed,  their  Goods  reftored,  and 
the  whole  Affair  amicably  adjufted.  Upon  this,  our 
Naval  Armament  was  laid  afide,  and  the  mutual  Inte- 
J'eft  of  the  two  Nations,  after  this  Explanation,  being 
better  underftood,  the  Harmony  between  them  was  ef¬ 
fectually  reftor ed,  and  this  unlucky  Interruption  of  it, 
buried  on  both  fides  in  Oblivion. 

VV  e  may,  from  this  Jnftance,  difeern,  how  dangerous 
a  I  hing  it  is,  in  any  State,  to  fuffer  thefe  fleeping 
Laws  to  remain  unrepealed,  iince,  in  certain  Conjunc¬ 
tures,  there  never  will  be  wanting  a  Sort  of  enterprizing 
Men,  who  will  endeavour  to  make  their  Advantage  of 
fuch  Pena]  Statutes,  difguiling  their  private  Views,  under 
a  fpecious  Pretence  of  purfuing  the  public  Good.  As 
on  the  other  Hand,  \ye  cannot  avoid  obferyin£,  that  the 
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bell  way  to  fecure  Juftice  to  our  Subjeds  Abroad,  is  al¬ 
ways  to  keep  up  a  great  Maritime  Force  at  Home,  that 
it  may  be  known  to  all  Nations,  with  whom  we  .have 
any  Dealings,  that  we  are  always  in  a  Situation  to  exaCb 
a  fpeedy  and  ample  Satisfaction,  for  any  Infults  that  are 
offer’d  to  our  Merchants,  as  believing  it  but  equitable  to 
imploy  in  favour  of  our  Commerce,  that  Power  which 
is  the  Refult  of  it ;  which  never  can  be  attained,  but  by 
encouraging  an  extenfive  Trade,  and  which  never  can 
decay  or  decline,  if  we  do  not  fuffer  our  Neighbours  to 
interfere  therein  to  our  Prejudice,  by  not  applying  timely 
and  effectual  Remedies,  upon  their  fir  ft  Invafions.  But 
to  return  to  the  Thread  of  our  Narration. 

The  Pirates  in  the  Weft- Indies,  which  had  received 
fome  Check  from  the  vigorous  Difpofitions  of  Governor 
Rogers ,  and  other  Commanders  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  be¬ 
gan  to  take  Breath  again,  and  even  to  annoy  our  Co¬ 
lonies  more  than  ever.  This  was  owing  to  feveral  Cau- 
fes  ;  particularly  to  the  Encouragement  they  had  met 
with  of  late  from  the  Spaniards ,  and  to  the  Want  of  a 
fufficient  Force  in  thofe  Parts.  The  Merchants,  finding 
themfelves  extremely  Diftrefied,  by  a  Grievance  that  in- 
creafed  every  Day,  made  repeated  Reprefentations,  upon 
this  Head,  to  the  Government ;  upon  which,  frefh 
Orders  were  fent  to  the  Officers  of  the  Navy,  cruizing 
on  the  Coaft  of  Guiney ,  and  in  the  Weft- Indies ,  to  ex¬ 
ert  themfelves,  with  the  utmoft  Diligence,  in  crufhing 
thefe  Enemies  to  Mankind ;  and  thefe  Injunctions  had 
at  length  the  defired  Effedl.  There  was  amongft  thefe 
Pirates,  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa ,  one  Roberts ,  a  Man 
whole  Parts  deferved  a  better  Employment ;  he  was  an 
able  Seaman,  and  a  good  Commander,  and  had  with 
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him  two  very  flout  Ships,  one  commanded  by  hirnfe/f, 
of  40  Guns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  Men  ;  the 
other  of  32  Guns,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  Mens 
and  to  complete  his  Squadron,  he  foon  added  a  third,  of 
24  Guns,  and  90  Men  :  With  this  Force,  Roberts  had 
done  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief,  in  the  Wef -Indies,  before 
he  failed  for  Africa ,  where  he  likewife  took  abundance 
cf  Prizes,  till  in  the  IVIonth  of  April  1^22,  he  was  ta¬ 
ken  by  the  then  Captain,  now  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle ,  Rear- 
Admiral  of  the  Red. 

Captain  Ogle  was  then  in  The  Swallow,  and  was 
cruifing  off  Cape  Lopez,  when  he  had  Intelligence  of 
Roberts’s  being  not  far  from  him,  of  whom  he  went 
immediately  in  Search,  and  foon  after,  difeovered  them 
in  a  very  convenient  Bay,  where  the  biggefl  and  the 
ieaft  Ship  were  upon  the  Heel,  ferubbing.  Captain  Ogle 
taking  in  his  lower  Tire  of  Guns,  and  lying  at  a  Pittance, 
Roberts  took  him  for  a  Merchant-man,  and  immediate¬ 
ly  ordered  his  Confort  Skyrm,  to  flip  his  Cable,  and  run 
out  after  him.  Captain  Ogle  crowded  all  the  Sail  he 
could  to  decoy  the  Pirate,  to  fuch  a  Diftance,  that  his 
Conforts  might  not  hear  the  Guns,  and  then  fuddeniy 
tacked,  run  out  his  lower  Tire,  and  gave  the  Pirate  a 
Broadfide,  by  which  their  Captain  Skyrm  was  killed;  which 
fo  difeouraged  his  Crew,  that  after  a  brifk  Engagement, 
which  lalted  about  an  Hour  and  a  half,  they  furrender- 
ed.  Captain  Ogle  returned  then  to  the  Bay,  hoifting 
the  King’s  Colours,  under  the  Pirates  black  Flag  with 
Death’s  Head  in  it.  This  prudent  Stratagem,  had  the 
defired  Effedt ;  for  the  Pirates,  feeing  the  black  Flag  upr 
permoft,  concluded  the  King’s  Ship  had  been  taken, 
and  came  out  full  of  Joy  to  congratulate  their  Confort 
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on  the  Victory.  This  Joy  of  theiis  was,  however, 
of  no  long  continuance,  for  Captain  Ogle  gave  them  a 
very  warm  Reception  j  and  though  Robei  is  fought  with 
the  utmoft  Bravery,  for  near  two  Hours,  yet  being 
then  killed,  the  Courage  of  his  Men  immediately  funk, 
and  both  Ships  yielded.  Captain  Ogle  carried  thefe  three 
Prizes,  with  about  160  Men,  that  were  taken  in  them, 
to  Cape  CoaJl-CaJIle,  where  they  were  inftantly  brought 
to  their  Trials.  Seventy-four  were  capitally  convifted, 
of  whom  fifty-two  were  executed,  and  moil  of  them 
hung  in  Chains,  in  feveral  Places ;  which  (truck  a  Terror 
into  that  Part  of  the  World,  as  the  taking  feveral  Pirates 
in  the  Wejl-Indies,  towards  the  latter  End  of  the  Year, 
did  in  thofe  Seas.  But  thefe  SucceiTes  were  far  from 
putting  an  End  to  the  Mifchief,  fo  that  it  was  found 
neceffary,  foon  after,  to  fend  feveral  Ships  of  War  to 
the  Northern  Colonies  and  "Jamaica ,  where,  by  Degrees, 
they  put  an  End  to  this  dangerous  Crew  of  Robbers. 

As  this  Year  was  very  barren  in  Naval  Tranfadtions, 
J  think  I  may  be  at  Liberty  to  take  Notice  of  an  Event, 
that  otherwife  might  feem  of  too  little  Importance  to 
be  recorded.  The  Cafe  was  this.  The  Government 
Jiad  Intelligence,  that  the  Emiflaries  of  the  Pretender 
were  very  bufy  in  carrying  on  their  Intrigues  at  feveral 
Foreign  Courts,  and  that,  for  the  greater  Expedition  and 
Security,  they  had  fitted  out  a  Ship,  called  The  Refold 
tion ,  which  then  lay  in  the  Mole  of  Genoa,  It  was  in 
the  midft  of  Autumn  when  this  Intelligence  was  receiv¬ 
ed  ;  upon  which,  Orders  were  immediately  difpatched 
to  the  Captains  of  fuch  of  our  Men  of  War,  as  were 
cruizing  in  the  Mediterranean ,  to  feize  and  poffefs  them- 
felves  of  this  Veflel3  which  they  accordingly  did,  in  the 
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beginning  of  the  Month  of  November,  But  it  fo  hap¬ 
pened,  that  moil  of  her  Officers  were,  at  this  Jundure, 
CIi  Suonr,  which  obliged  Mr.  Davenant ,  his  Majefty’s 
Envoy  Ext<«otdinary  to  that  Republic,  to  demand  them 
of  the  Senate  and  State  of  Genoa  ;  but  the  Senate  were 
eitiier  fo  unwilling,  or  fo  dilatory  in  this  Affair,  that  the 
Perfons  concerned,  had  an  Opportunity,  which  they  did 
>  not  mifs,  of  making  their  Efcape  ;  and,  though  they 
were  a  little  unlucky  in  lofing  their  Ship,  which  was  a 
pretty  good  one,  yet  they  were  very  fortunate  in  faving 
themfelves,  fince,  if  they  had  been  taken,  they  would 
nave  been  treated  as  Rebels,  or  perhaps,  confidered  as 
Pyrates,  as  fome  People  were  in  King  William's  Time, 
who  aded  under  a  Commiflion  from  King  James. 

The  Parliament  having  met  on  the  9th  of  Ofiober, 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  Month, 
granted  10,000  Men  for  the  Sea-Service,  at  4 1.  per 
Month,  fcr  rhe  Year  1723  ;  and,  on  the  29th,  they 
Refolved,  that  216,388 /.  14  s.  8  d.  be  allowed  for  the 
Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  fame  Year  ;  and  foon 
after,  the  King  was  pleafed  to  promote  Captain  Charles 
Strickland ,  to  the  Rank  of  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  in 
the  Room  of  Admiral  Mighells,  who  was  appointed  to 
incceed  Thomas  Sivanion ,  Efq;  lately  deceafed,  as  Compt¬ 
roller  of  the  Navy ;  and  Admiral  Littleton  dying  the 
fifth  of  February ,  Rear-Admiral  Strickland  fucceeded 
him  as  Vice-Admiral  of  the  White;  and  Sir  George 
Walton  was  made  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  the  other 
Admirals  taking  Place  according  to  their  Seniority. 

The  Naval  Tranfadions  of  this  Year,  were  very 
inconfiderable ;  for  though  fome  great  Ships  were  put  in¬ 
fo  Commiflion,  and  there  was  once  a  Defign  of  fitting 
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out  a  Fleet ;  yet  it  was  very  foon  after  laid  afide,  the 
whole  Attention  of  the  Nation  being  bent  on  a  Plot,  for 
which,  one  Chrijiopber  Layer ,  Efq;  Counfellor  at  Law, 
fuffered  Death  ;  and  Dodlor  Francis  Atterbury ,  Bifhop 
of  Rochejler ,  was  banifhed  by  a  Law  ex  pojt  Fafto.  But 
that  we  may  not  feem  to  pafs  by  any  thing  that  has  the 
leaf:  Relation  to  the  Subject  of  this  Work,  we  fhall  take 
Notice  of  an  Account  that  was  received  about  this  Time 
of  'an  Hurricane  at  Jamaica ,  faid  to  be  the  mofc  re¬ 
markable  that  ever  happened  in  that  Ifland  ;  which  Ac¬ 
count,  as  it  is  in  itfelf,  equally  curious  and  remarkable, 
fo  it  is  the  more  valuable,  becaufe  not  to  be  met  with 
dfewhere. 

“  To  Sir  H.  S.  Bart. 

Dated  at  Fort -Royal  in  Jamaica^  Nov.  13,  1722, 

cc  Since  my  lafl:  to  you,  the  Affairs  of  this  Wand  are 
altered  infinitely  for  the  worfe.  This  change,  has 
cc  been  made  by  a  moft  terrible  Storm  that  happened 
the  28th  of  Augujl  lafl ;  the  Damage  which  the  Wand 
*c  has  fuffered  by  it,  is  too  great  to  be  eafily  repaired 
-  again.  Abundance  of  People  have  loft  their  Lives  by 
(c  it  in  one  Part  or  other  of  this  Wand  ;  feme  of  them 
were  dafhed  in  Pieces  by  the  fudden  Fall  of  their 
• c  Houfes ;  but  the  much  greater  Part  were  fwept  away 
by  the  terrible  Innundation  of  the  Sea,  which  being 
u  raifed,  by  the  Violence  of  the  Wind,  to  a  much 
**  greater  Height  than  was  ever  known  before,  in  many 
Parts  of  the  Wand  broke  over  its  ancient  Bounds,  and 
of  a  fudden,  over-flowed  a  large  Tradt  of  Land, 
J  carrying  away  with  an  irrefiftablp  Force,  Men, 
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Cattle,  Houfes,  and,  in  fhort,  every  Thing  that  flood 
“  in  its  way.  In  this  lait  Calamity,  the  unfortunate 
“  Town  of  Port-Royal ,  has  had,  at  leafl,  its  full  Share. 
“  And  here  I  confefs  myfelf  at  a  Lofs  for  Words  to 
“  give  a  juft  Defcription  of  the  Horror  of  that  Scene 
“  that  we,  the  Inhabitants,  faw  before  our  Eyes. 

When  tne  Terror  of  the  Sea  broke  in  upon  us  from 
<c  all  Quarters,  with  an  impetuous  Force,  confpired 
<c  with  the  Violence  of  the  Wind,  to  cut  off  all  hopes 
“  of  Safety  from  us,  and  we  had  no  other  Choice  be- 
fore  us,  but  that  difmal  one  of  perifhing  in  the  Wa- 
“  ters,  if  we  fled  out  of  our  Houfes,  or  of  being  buried 
cc  under  the  Ruins  if  we  continued  in  them.  In  this  fear- 
“  ful  Sufpence  we  were  held  for  feveral  Hours;  for  the 
cc  Violence  of  the  Storm  began  about  eight  o’Clock  in 
“  the  Morning,  and  did  not  fenfibly  abate  till  between 
“  twelve  and  one,  within  which  Space  of  Time,  the 
Wind  and  Sea  together  demoliflied  a  confiderable 
Part  of  the  Town,  laid  the  Churches  even  with  the 
cc  Ground,  deftroyed  above  120  White  Inhabitants,  and 
“  150  Slaves,  befides  ruining  almoft  all  the  Store- Houfes 
“  in  the  Town,  together  with  all  the  Goods  that  were 
46  in  them,  which  amounted  to  a  confiderable  Value. 

We  had,  at  Port-Royal ,  two  very  formidable  Ene- 
cc  mies  to  encounter  at  the  fame  time,  viz .  the  Wind, 
<c  and  the  Sea ;  the  Situation  of  the  Place,  it  being 
at  all  Times  furrounded  with  the  Sea,  rendering  it 
more  expofed  than  other  Places,  to  the  Fury  of  that 
boifterous  Element ;  our  only  Defence  againft  the 
€:  Sea,  confifts  in  a  great  Wall,  round  all  along  on  the 
cc  Eaftern  Shore  of  the  Town,  the  Side  where  we  ap- 

prehend  moft  Danger.  This  Wall  is  raifed  about 

€( 
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a  nine  foot  above  the  Surface  of  the  Water,  and  may 
«  be  about  fix  or  feven  Foot  broad.  And  for  thefe 
«  tWenty  Years  paft  (for  fo  long  the  Wall  has  been 
«  built)  it  has  proved  a  fufficient  Security  to  the  1  own, 

«  But,  in  this  fatal  Storm,  the  Sea  fcorn’d  to  be  reftrain- 
«  ed  by  fo  mean  a  Bulwark  ;  for  the  Wind  having,  as 
<1  I  obferved  before,  raifed  it  very  much  above  its  or- 
«  dinary  Height,  it  broke  over  the  Wall  with  fuch  a 
“  Force,  as  nothing  was  able  to  withftand.  1  wo  or 
“  three  Rows  of  Houfes  that  were  next  to  the  WaJ, 

«  and  ran  parallel  with  it,  were  entirely  taken  away,  a- 
ec  mong  which,  was  the  Church,  a  handfome  Building, 

«  and  very  ftrong,  which  was  fo  perfectly  demoliihed, 

“  that  fcarce  one  Brick  was  left  upon  another.  A  con¬ 
ic  fiderable  Part  of  the  Wall  of  the  Caftle  was  thrown 
«  down,  notwithftanding  its  being  of  a  prodigious 
«  Thicknefs,  and  founded  altogether  upon  a  Rock, 
«  and  the  whole  Fort  was  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  be- 
«  ing  loft,  the  Sea  breaking  quite  ever  the  Walls  of  it, 
«  though  they  are  reckoned  to  Hand  thirty  Foot  above 
ct  the  Water.  This  Information  I  had  from  the  Captain 
«  of  the  Fort,  and  other  Officers  that  were  in  it,  during 
«  the  Storm,  who  ail  told  me,  that  they  expefled  every 
«  Minute  to  have  the  Fort  walhed  away,  and  gave  up 
e{  themfelves  and  the  whole  Garrifon  for  loft.  In  the 
ee  higheft  Streets  in  the  Town,  and  thofe  that  are  molt 
<c  remote  from  the  Sea,  the  Water  rofe  to  between  five 
«  and  fix  Foot ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  Current  was 
“  fo  rapid,  that  it  was  fcarce  poffible  for  the  itrongeft 

£l  Perfon  to  keep  his  Legs,  or  to  prevent  himfelf  from 

%■ 

e<  being  carried  away  by  it.  In  thefe  Circumftances,  we 

u  were  obliged  to  betake  ourfelves  to  our  Chambers,  and 

upper 
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“  upper  Rooms  5  where  yet  we  ran  the  utmoft  Hazard 
°‘  Per,'thing  by  the  fall  of  our  Houfes,  which  trem- 
“  bled  and  fhook  over  our  Heads  to  a  Degree  that  is 

“  fcarce  credlble-  Tlle  Roofs  were  for  the  molt  part 
“  carned  off  br  the  lienee  of  Wind,  and  particular- 
“  ]y  in  the  Houfe  to  which  mine  and  feveral  other  Fa- 
‘‘  milies  had  betaken  curfelves,  the  Gable-end  was  beat- 

“  en  In>  wuh  Vucrh  a  Force,  that  a  large  Parcel  of  Bricks 

“  fell  thro’  the  Garret-Floor  into  the  Chamber  where 

we  were,  and  had  they  fallen  upon  any  of  us,  mull 

“  infallibly  have  beaten  out  our  Brains :  But  God  was 

plealed  to  order  it  fo,  as  that  not  a  Soul  received  any 
“  hurt.  3 

“  There  was,  the  Morning  on  which  the  Storm 
“  happened,  a  good  Fleet  of  Ships  riding  in  the  Har- 
“  hour  of  Port-Royal ,  moll  of  which  had  taken  in 
thc;r  full  Freight,  and  were  to  have  returned  Home 
in  a  few  Days,  had  they  not  been  prevented  by  this 
“  terrible  Storm,  which  left  but  one  Veffk  I  in  the  Har¬ 
bour,  befides  four  Sail  of  Men  of  War,  all  which 
had  their  Malls  and  Rigging  blown  away,  and  the 
Ships  themfelves,  though  in  a  feeure  Harbour  as  any 
“  in  the  Wejl-Indies ,  were  as  near  to  delirudtion,  as  it 

“  was  Poffifale  t0  be,  and  efcape  it.  But  the  molt  fennble 
“  Proof  of  tile  unaccountable  Force  of  the  Wind  and 
Sea  together,  was,  the  vaft  Quantity  of  Stones  that 
“  were  thrown  over  the  Town- Wall  ;  which,  as  I  ob- 
“  ferved  before.  Hands  nine  Foot  above  the  S’urface  of 
“  tfle  water,  and  yet  fuch  a  prodigious  Number  of 

“  St,ones  were  forced  over  it,  that  almoll  an  hundred 
“  NeSroes  were  employed  for  near  lix  Weeks  together, 

“  throw  them  back  again  into  the  Sea;  and  fome  of 
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fc  thofe  Stones  were  fo  vaftly  big,  that  it  was  as  much 
as  nine  or  ten  IVIen  could  do  to  heave  them  bach 
*c  again  over  the  Wall.  I  am  fenfible,  this  Part  of  the 
«  Relation  will  feem  a  little  ftrange  ;  but  yet  I  doubt 

“  not  of  obtaining  your  Belief,  when  I  affirm  it  to  you 
“  for  a  certain  Truth.  But  Port  Royal  was  not  the 

«  only  Place  that  fuffered  in  the  Storm  :  At  Kingjlon , 
4C  alfo,  great  Damage  was  done  ;  abundance  of  Houfes 
<c  were  blown  quite  down,  and  many  more  were  fo  mi- 
«  ferable  broken  and  fluttered,  as  to  be  little  better  than 
cc  none ;  abundance  of  rich  Goods  were  fpoiled  by  the 
«  Rain,  the  Warehoufes  being  either  blown  down,  or 
«  uncovered.  But  they  had  only  one  Enemy  to  en- 
counter,  viz.  the  Wind,  and  were  not  prevented  by  the 
“  Sea  from  forfaking  their  falling  Houfes,  and  betaking 
«  themfelves  to  the  Savannahs,  or  open  Fields,  where 
«  they  were  obliged  to  throw  themfelves  all  along  upon 
€C  the  Ground,  to  prevent  their  being  blown  away  ; 
«  and  yet,  even  in  Kingjlon ,  fome  Perfons  were  killed, 
«c  amongft  whom,  was  a  very  worthy  Gentlewoman, 
«  the  Wife  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  May ,  Minifter  of  the 
*c  Town,  and  the  Bifhop  of  London's  Commiflary  5  fhe 
se  was  killed  by  the  Fall  of  their  Houfe,  as  fhe  lay  with 
*c  her  Hufband,  under  a  large  Table,  who  had  alfo  the 
Misfortune  of  having  his  own  Leg  broke.  All  the 
<c  Veffels  that  rode  in  the  Harbour  of  Kingjlon ,  which 
were  between  forty  and  fifty  Sail,  were  either  driven 
on  Shore,  or  overfet  and  funk.  Abundance  of  the 
Men  and  Goods  were  loft,  and  one  could  not  for- 
bear  being  furprized  to  fee  large  Ships,  with  all  their 
e€  Lading  in  them,  thrown  quite  up  upon  the  dry  Land  : 
And  nothing  could  afford  a  more  difmal  Profpeft, 
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cc  than  the  Harbour  did  the  next  Day,  which  was  co* 
“  vered  over  with  nothing  but  Wrecks  and  dead  Bodies 
“  At  Spanifk  Toivn ,  nobody  indeed  was  killed,  but  a 
great  many  had  very  narrow  Efcapes,  fome  Families 
“  having  fcarce  quitted  their  Houfes,  before  they  fell 
<c  down  flat  at  once,  without  giving  any  Warning.  The 

“  King’s  Houfe  Hands,  indeed,  but  it  is  all  uncovered, 
<c  and  the  Stables,  Coach  -  Houfes,  &c.  are  quite  de- 
“  molifhed.  The  River,  near  to  which  the  Town  is 
“  fituated,  fwelled  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  was  never  before 
known  ;  and  I  was  aflured  by  the  Minifter  of  the  Place 
iC  Mr.  Scotty  it  rofe  full  forty  foot  perpendicular  above 
“  the  ordinary  Mark,  and  did  incredible  Damage  to  the 
<c  Eftates  that  lay  bordering  upon  it.  From  other  Parts 
“  of  the  Country  we  had  alfo  very  melancholy  Ac- 
cc  counts  of  the  great  Lofles  they  had  fuftained,  and  par- 
“  ticularly  at  Old  Harbour ,  a  Village  built  at  a  little 
<c  Diflance  from  that  Shore  the  Sea  made  fuch  ha.fte  to 
cc  devour,  as  molt  unexpectedly  to  intercept  many 
“  poor  Creatures,  before  they  had  Time  to  make  their 
4C  Efcape,  and  almoft  forty  poor  Souls  perifhed  to- 
gether  in  one  Houfe  ;  and  whilft  they  only  fought 
cc  Security  from  the  Wind,  expofed  themfelves  to  be 
“  deftroyed  by  Sea,  from  whence  they  apprehended  no 
Danger.  In  Clarendon ,  and  Vere  Parifhes,  great  Mif- 
chief  was  done  \  in  the  latter,  the  Minifter  Mr.  White  y 
had  his  Leg  broke  by  the  Fall  of  the  Houfe  where  he 
1C  was,  not  to  mention  feveral  Perfons  that  were  killed 
€‘  out-right.  But  I  fhould  quite  tire  out  your  Patience* 
lhould  I  undertake  to  give  you  a  particular  Account 
66  of  the  Damage  that  was  done  by  the  Storm  in  all  Parts 
of  the  Ifland.  It  fhall,  therefore,  fuffice,  to  fay,  that 
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u  the  Damage  which  the  Trading- Parc  of  the  Ifland 
c<  has  fuftained  by  the  Lofs  of  their  Shipping  and  Goods, 
<c  is  not  to  be  valued ;  and,  on  the  other  Hand,  it  is 
<c  impoffible  to  fay  how  deeply  the  Planting  Intereft  has 
<c  (hared  in  this  common  Calamity,  by  the  Lofs  of 
their  Dwelling-Houfes,  and  Sugar-Works,  and  many 
“  other  Ways.  And  in  fhort,  had  the  Fury  of  the 
“  Storm  lafted  much  longer,  the  whole  Ifland  muft 
cc  have  been  one  general  Wreck,  and  nothing  but  final 
and  univerfal  Ruin  could  have  enfued 
There  remains  but  one  Thing  more  to  be  mention¬ 
ed  within  the  Compafs  of  this  Year,  and  it  is  this  :  That 
the  perplexed  Situation  of  Affairs  on  the  Continent, 
made  it  neceflary  for  his  Majefty  to  vifit  his  German 
Dominions  \  in  order  to  which,  he  embarked  on  Board 
The  Carolina  Yacht  on-  the  3d  of  June,  arrived  fafely 
in  Holland  on  the  7th,  and  continued  his  Journey  by 
Land  to  Hanover ,  where  he  remained  during  the  red  of 
the  Year  1723  ;  at  the  Clofe  of  which,  Sir  John  Norris , 
with  a  fmall  Squadron  of  Men  of  War,  was  fent  to 
efcort  him  from  Holland ;  and  he  arrived  fafely  at  St.* 
James’s  on  the  30th  of  December .  The  Parliament, 
which  had  been  prorogued,  on  Account  of  the  King’s 
Stay  abroad,  was  now  fummoned  to  meet  on  the  9th 
of  January ;  and  Care  was  taken  in  the  mean  Time, 
to  regulate  whatever  had  relation  to  foreign  Affairs,  in 
fuch  a  Manner  as  that  his  Majefty  might  affure  both 
Houfes  in  his  Speech  from  the  Throne,  that  through 
his  afliduous  Application  to  Bufinefs,  while  at  Hanover , 
all  Affairs  had  been  adjufted,  fo  that  at  prefent,  moft 
of  the  Courts  of  Europe ,  were  either  in  a  favourable 
Difpofition  towards  us,  or  at  leaft  in  no  Condition  to 
Voi.  IV.  I  i 
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create  in  us  any  Apprehenfions  on  Account  of  their 
Armaments,  or  Intrigues.  In  this  State,  they  in  a 
great  meafure  continued,  till  a  little  before  the  Treaty 
of  Hanover ,  which  was  concluded  there  on  the  3d  of 
September ,  1725.  It  is  fufficiently  known  to  every 
body,  that  this  Alliance  was  concerted,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  bad  Effects  that  were  apprehended  from  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna  ;  in  which,  it  was  fuggefted,  there 
were  many  Things  dangerous  to  the  Trade  of  this  Na¬ 
tion,  and  the  Succeffion  of  the  Royal  Family;  which, 
however,  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.  abfolutely  de¬ 
nied,  and  took  very  extraordinary  Meafures  to  appeal 
from  the  Judgment  of  the  King  and  his  Miniflry,  to 
that  of  the  People  of  this  Nation,  for  whom  he  pro- 
feffed  the  warmeft  Gratitude,  and  the  higheit  Efteem  ; 
of  which,  however,  there  was  no  great  Sign  in  the  Pro¬ 
clamation,  publilhed  fome  time  after,  for  prohibiting  the 
Goods  and  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain  from  being 
imported  into  the  Ifland  of  Sicily,  of  which  we  had  fo 
lately,  and  at  fuch  a  mighty  Expence  to  ourfelves,  put 
him  in  Pofleffion. 

The  Year  1726,  opened  very  inaufpicioully :  His  Ma- 
jefty  embarked  on  Board  The  Carolina  Yacht  at  Helvoet- 
jluys ,  about  One  in  the  Afternoon,  on  New-Year’s- Day, 
with  a  fair  Wind,  at  North-Eaft,  and  failed  immediate¬ 
ly.  But,  about  feven  the  fame  Evening,  a  molt  vio¬ 
lent  Storm  arofe,  with  Plail  and  Rain,  which  fo  fepa- 
rated  the  Fleet,  that  only  one  Man  of  War,  command-  , 
ed  by  Captain  Danfie,  kept  Company  with  the  King’s 
Yacht,  on  Board  of  which  was  Sir  John  Norris.  The 

Temped;  continued  fo  high,  and  the  Sea  fo  boifterous, 
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For  about  fix  and  thirty  Hours,  that  the  whole  Fleet  was 
in  the  utmoft  Danger.  The  third,  in  the  Morning,  the 
Yachts  and  Men  of  War  were  near  Dover ;  and  one  of 
the  Yachts,  with  l'ome  of  his  Majefty’s  Attendants,  en¬ 
tered  the  River  ;  but  it  was  thought  more  advifeable,  that 
his  Majefty  fhould  land  at  Rye ,  where  he  arrived  about 
Noon  ;  and  on  the  9th  in  the  Evening,  he  came  from 
thence  to  his  Palace  at  St.  James's,  in  perfect  Health. 

On  the  20th  of  January ,  the  Parliament  met,  and 
the  King  made  a  very  remarkable  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  in  which  he  took  Notice  of  the  critical  Situa¬ 
tion  of  Affairs  in  Europe ,  and  of  the  Meafures  he  had 
taken  fox  fupporting  the  Honour  of  his  Crown,  and  pre- 
ferving  the  juft  Rights  of  his  People.  When  this  Speech 
came  to  be  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  very 
warm  Things  were  faid  by  thofe  who  were  then  in  the 
Oppofition,  againft  the  Plan  of  the  Hanover  Alliance, 
which,  tho’  it  wasdifliked  by  many  of  the  Minifters  here 
at  Home,  yet  was  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  them  in  that 
Debate.  It  has  been  generally  faid,  and  I  believe  with 
Truth,  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  then  Abroad  with 
his  Majefty,  was  the  foie,  or,  at  leaft,  the  principal  Ad- 
vifer  in  that  Affair,  which  gave  a  new  Turn  to  our  Po¬ 
litics,  and  engaged  us  in  a  Scheme  for  humbling  the 
Houfe  of  Aujiria,  that  we  had  fo  long,  and  even  fo 
lately  fupported,  and  in  the  Support  of  which,  we  are 
now  engaged  at  fo  vaft  an  Expence,  that  might  cer¬ 
tainly  have  been  fpared,  if  this  Scheme  had  not  taken 
Place ;  fuch  Fluctuations  there  are  in  modern  Policy, 
and  fo  dearly  do  whole  Nations  pay  for  the  Intrigues, 

Caprices,  and  Errors,  of  particular  Men  |  But  to  pro¬ 

ceed. 

On 
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On  the  26th  of  January ,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Refolved,  that  ten  Thoufand  Men  be  employed  for  the 
Sea-Service,  for  the  Year  1726,  at  4/.  a  Man  per 
Month,  for  thirteen  Months.  The  23d  of  February 
they  Refolved,  that  212,381  /.  5  s.  be  granted  for  the 
Ordinary  of  the  Navy  for  the  fame  Year.  But  this  Pro- 
vifion  being  not  thought  fufficient,  his  Majefly  found 
it  neceflary  on  the  24th  of  March ,  to  fend  a  Meffage  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  importing.  That  he  found  it 
neceflary,  to  augment  his  maritime  Force,  and  hoped  he 
fhould  be  enabled  by  the  Afliftance  of  Parliament,  to 
encrefife  the  Number  of  Seamen  already  Voted,  and 
Granted  for  the  Service  of  this  Year,  that  he  might 
thereby  be  enabled,  not  only  to  fecure  to  his  own  Sub- 
jedfs,  the  full  and  free  Enjoyment  of  their  Trade  and 
Navigation,  but,  in  the  beft  Manner,  to  prevent  and 
fruftrate  fuch  Defigns  as  had  been  formed  againfl  the 
particular  Intereft  of  this  Nation,  and  the  general  Peace 
of  Europe .  Upon  this  Meflage,  there  was  a  very  warm 
Debate,  which  ilfued  in  an  Addrefs  from  the  Houfe  to 
his  Majefty,  defiring  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  make 
fuch  an  Addition  to -the  Number  of  Seamen  already 
Voted,  and  to  concert  fuch  other  Meafures,  as  he  in 
his  great  Wifdom  (hould  think  moft  conducive  to  the  Se¬ 
curity  of  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom,  and 
to  the  Prefer vation  of  the  Peace  of  Europe  ;  alluring  his 
Majefly,  that  they  would  effectually  provide  for,  and 
make  good  all  fuch  Expences  and  Engagements  as  fliould 
be  entered  into  for  obtaining  thofe  great  and  delirable 

Ends. 

The  Adminiflration  had  all  Things  now  in  their 
own  Power,  and  were  at  full  Liberty  to  adt  as  they 

1  thought 
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thought  fit;  but,  before  we  proceed  to  what  they  did, 
it  will  be  reafonable  to  take  a  View  of  what  was  looked 
upon  as  the  Scheme  of  our  Enemies.  This  I  think  the 
more  reafonable,  becaufe  hitherto  it  has  never  been 
done ;  at  leaft  in  a  clear,  intelligible  Way,  fo  that  a 
Reader  of  common  Capacity  might  underftand  it.  As 
foon  as  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  apprehended 
that  their  Views  were  croffed,  and  the  Ends  propofed 
by  their  Conjunction,  difappointed  by  the  Counter-Alli¬ 
ance  at  Hanover ,  they  immediately  refolved  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  foreign  Negotiations,  in  order  to  increafe  the 
Number  of  their  Allies ;  and  when  they  found  themfelves 
fufficiently  powerful,  they  defigned  to  have  reforted  to 
open  Force*  With  a  View  to  render  this  Scheme  ef¬ 
fectual,  the  Emperor  began  to  execute  fome  Projects  in 
the  North,  in  which  he  met,  at  firft,  with  extraordinary 
Succefs.  The  Czarina  Catherine ,  ReliCt  of  the  Czar 
Peter  the  Firjl ,  had  conceived  a  Diftafte  to  the  Britijh 
Court,  and  had,  by  fome  Scotijh  People  about  her,  been 
drawn  to  believe  it  might  prove  no  difficult  Matter  to 
fet  up  the  Son  of  the  late  King  James  II.  and  fo  over¬ 
turn  the  Government  in  Britain .  The  fame  Scheme 
had  been  propofed  and  approved  at  the  Imperial  Court, 
by  fome  of  the  Minilters,  as  the  Emprefs  Dowager  in¬ 
formed  the  late  King ;  and  on  the  Credit  of  that  Infor¬ 
mation,  his  Majelty  mentioned  it  in  his  Speech.  The 
Spanijh  Court  readily  adopted  that,  or  any  other  Expe¬ 
dient  which  might  procure  them  Gibraltar ,  and  facili¬ 


tate  their  Acquifitions  in  Italy y  then,  and  ftill  the  great  Ol 
jedts  of  their  Policy.  Thus  the  Hanover  Alliance,  orig 
nally  contrived  for  the  fecuring  that  Electorate,  prov< 

Xi3  , 


» 


486  NAVAL  N1ST0RT 

ed  the  means  ot  bringing  it  into  fome  degree  of  Danger, 
a  Projed  for  difpofieffing  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  of  its 
Regal  Dominions ;  and  perhaps  the  fame  Caufe  will 
hardly  ever  fail  to  produce  the  fame  EfFe&s:  Whence  it 
is  evident,  that  the  lefs  Share  we  take  in  the  Affairs  of 
the  Continent,  the  lefs  the  prefent  Royal  Family  will 
be  expofed  to  fuch  Attempts ;  and,  therefore,  a  wife  Mi- 
niflry  will  be  fure  to  inform  their  Mafter,  that  purfuing 
the  Intereds  of  Great  Britain ,  will  conciliate  all  the 
Powers  of  the  Continent,  except  France  ;  and  that 
Attempts  to  aggrandize  his  Electoral  Dominions,  will 
always  create  him  Enemies,  difturb  the  Peace  of  Ger¬ 
many ,  and  affeCt  the  Ballance  of  Europe. 

I  have  already  cbferved,  that  the  Miniftry  at  Home 
were  by  no  means  the  Authors  of  the  Hanover  Alliance, 
though  they  fancied  themfelves  obliged  to  fupport  it; 
and  therefore,  as  foon  as  they  were  acquainted  with  the 
Schemes  formed  by  the  Alfes  of  Vienna ,  they  fet  about 
the  Counter-working  them,  with  all  their  Force.  'In  or¬ 
der  to  this,  they  did  not  much  trud  to  their  good  Ally 
the  French,  or  to  the  flow  Affidance  of  the  Dutch  ; 
but  chofe  the  Aborted  and  mod  expeditious  Method 
poffible,  of  helping  themfelves  ;  with  which  View,  it 
was  refolved  to  fend  a  drong  Fleet  into  the  Baltick ,  to 
awe  the  Czarina,  to  bring  round  another  Power,  and  to 
keep  deady  a  Third.  It  was  likewife  thought  requifite, 
to  have  another  drong  Squadron  on  the  Coads  of  Spain, 
to  intimidate  his  Catholic  Majedy,  and  to  render  his 
Efforts,  if  he  fhould  make  any  againd  Gibraltar ,  in¬ 
effectual  ;  and  to  fum  up  all,  as  they  very  well  knew 
that  Money  was  not  only  the  Sinews  of  the  War,  but 

the 
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the  Band  of  Friendfhip,  at  leaft  among  States  and  Princes,  | 

they  determined  to  fend  a  confiderabie  force  to  the  j 

Indies ,  in  order  to  block  up  the  Galleons,  as  the  ftiort-  | 

eft  Means  of  diffolving  the  Union  between  their  Impe-  | 

rial  and  Catholic  Majefties ;  being  fat^fied,  that  if  the  for-  || 

mer  could  not  receive  his  Subftdies,  the  latter  was  not  to 
rely  upon  his  Affiftance  :  fuch  were  the  Plans  on  both  , 

Sides,  at  this  critical  Juncture  ! 

The  Command  of  the  Fleet  intended  for  the  Baltic , 
was  given  to  Sir  Charles  Wager ,  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Red,  who  had  under  him,  Sir  George  Walton ,  Rear  of 
the  Blue.  The  Squadron  they  were  to  command,  con- 
filled  of  twenty  Ships  of  the  Line,  one  Frigate,  two 
Fire-Ships,  and  an  Hofpital-Ship.  His  final  Inftruftions 
having  been  given  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  he,  on 
the  13th  of  April,  1726,  hoifted  his  Flag  on  Board  The 
Torbay ,  a  third  Rate  Man  of  War,  at  the  Nore.  He 
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fen  i  King)  on  board  his  own  Ship  the  next.  On  the 
6th  of  May,  the  Fleet  under  the  Command  of  Sir 
Charles  Wager,  anchored  near  Stockholm.  The  very 
next  Day  Stephen  Pointz,  Efq;  his  Majeify’s  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Jackfon,  his  Majelty’s  Reiident,  came  on  Board  the 
Admiral.  The  8th,  Sir  Charles  went  up  to  that  City 
■with  them;  and  on  the  ioth,  had  Audience  of  the 
King  of  Sweden ,  in  the  Prefence  of  feveral  of  the  Se. 
nators.  Being  introduced  by  Mr.  Pointz,  Sir  Charles 
delivered  a  Letter  from  the  King  his  Mailer,  to  his 
Sivedijh  Majefty,  by  whom  he  was  gracioully  received. 
The  14th  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Squadron  of  Danijh 
Men  of  War  failed  from  Copenhagen  for  the  Illand  of 
Bornholm,  in  order  to  join  the  Britifh  Squadron.  Thefe 
Ceremonies  over,  Sir  Charles  Wager  failed  with  his  Squa¬ 
dron  to  the  Illand  of  2\Targinan,  within  three  Leagues 
of  Revel.  There,  orf  the  25  th  of  May,  Captain  Deane, 
wno  had  been  on  Board  The  Port  JfAahone,  nearer  in 
with  the  Shore,  returned  on  Board  The  Torbay ,  and 
brought  the  Admiral  an  Account,  that  he  had  fpoken 
with  a  Lubecker,  that  came  five  Days  before,  from 
Petersburgh,  whole  Mailer  had  informed  him,  that  there 
were  fixteen  Ruffian  Men  of  War  in  the  Road  at  Cron- 
flct,  with  three  Flags  flying,  viz.  Lord  Admiral  Apraxin, 
Vice-Admiral  Gordon ,  and  Rear-Admiral  Saunders-,  that 
a  great  Number  of  Gallies  were  in  a  Readinefs,  of 
which,  but  twelve  were  at  Cron/lot,  and  the  reft  at 
Peterfiurgh,  or  Wyburgh. 

The  Admiral  took  the  firft  Opportunity  of  fending 
his  Majefty’s  Letter  to  the  Czarina,  inclofed  in  a  Letter 
to  her  Admiral  Apraxin ,  in  which  Letter,  his  Majefty 

expoftulates 
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expoftulated  very  freely  with  her,  on  the  Subject  of  her 
Armaments  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  on  the  Intrigues  into 
which  her  Minifters  had  lately  entered  into,  with  the 
Agents  of  the  Pretender.  It  is  faid,  that  the  Ruffian 
Court  was  very  much  nettled  at  this  Appearance  of  a 
Britijh  Fleet  upon  the  Coaft,  and  was  inclined  to  have 
come  to  Extremities,  rather  than  endure  it.  But  Vice- 
Admiral  Gordon  very  wifely  reprefen  ted  to  the  Council, 
that  the  Ruffian  Fleet  was  in  no  Condition  to  venture 
an  Engagement  with  that  of  Great  Britain  ;  upon 
which.  Orders  were  given  for  laying  it  up,  and  for  fe- 
curing,  in  the  bell  Manner  poffible,  both  it,  and  the 
Gallies,  from  being  infulted.  In  the  Month  of  July, 
Prince  Menzikojf,  who  was  then  Prime  Minifter  of 
Ruffia ,  came  to  Revel ,  and  mutual  Civilities  palled  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Sir  Charles  Wager  ;  and  his  Highnefs,  to 
Ihew  his  Regard  to  the  Englijh  Officers,  frequently  in¬ 
vited  them  to  his  own  Table.  The  Britiff)  Fleet,  while 
in  this  Station,  was  joined  by  a  Danijh  Squadron,  com¬ 
manded  by  Rear-Admiral  Bille ,  and  remained  before 
Revel ,  ’till  the  28th  of  September,  when,  having  re¬ 
ceived  certain  Intelligence  that  the  Ruffians  were 
able  to  attempt  nothing  that  Year,  he  failed  for  Co¬ 
penhagen,  and  from  thence  Home,  arriving  fafely  at 
the  Gunfleet ,  on  the  firft  of  November .  It  mull  be  al¬ 
lowed,  that  Sir  Charles  Wager  performed  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  all  that  could  be  expected  from  the  Wifdom 
and  Skill  of  an  Englijh  Admiral ;  fo  that  this  Expe¬ 
dition  effectually  anfwered  its  End,  which  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  an  Honour  to  his  Memory  ;  whether  that 
End  (hall  be  thought  right  or  wrong,  which  is  a  mere 

Political 
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Political  Difpute,  which  neither  can,  or  ought  to  affedl 
the  Character  of  the  Admiral,  in  the  Ieaft; 

The  Fleet  that  was  fent  on  the  Coaft  of  Spain , 
was  commanded  by  Sir  John  Jennings,  and  confifted  of 
nine  large  Men  of  War,  which  was  afterwards  joined 
in  the  Mediterranean  by  feveral  Ships  that  were  cruizing 
there.  The  Admiral  failed  on  the  20th  of  July,  from 
St.  Helens ;  and  on  the  3d  of  Auguft,  entered  the  Bay 
of  St.  Antonio,  which  alarmed  the  Spaniards  exceffively,' 
who  immediately  drew  down  a  great  Body  of  regular 
Troops  towards  the  Coaft.  When  the  Fleet  fifft  enter¬ 
ed  the  Bay,  fome  Pieces  of  Cannon  were  fired  at  the 
foremoft  Ships ;  but  the  Governor  of  St.  Antonio  prefent- 
]y  fent  an  Officer  to  Sir  John  Jennings ,  to  excufe  it, 
and  to  affine  him  it  was  an  Adt  of  Indifcretion  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Governor  of  the  Fort,  without  Orders. 
On  the  25th  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Fleet  arrived  at 
Lijbon ,  and  was  received  there  with  all  poffible  Marks 
«f  Refpedt ;  and  Sir  John  Jennings  having  received  a 
Meffage  from  the  King,  intimating  that  he  would  be 
glad  to  fee  him,  the  Admiral  landed,  paid  his  Compli¬ 
ments  to  his  Majefty,  and  then  returning  on  Board  his 
Squadron,  failed  from  the  River  of  Lijbon  >  for  the  Bay 
of  Bulls ,  near  Cadiz ,  where  he  was  treated  with  great 
Diftindtion,  and  had  all  the  Refrefhments  he  defired, 
fent  him,  by  Order  of  the  Spanijb  Governor.  He  cruiz¬ 
ed  for  fome  time  after,  off  Cape  St.  Mary* s,  in  order  to 
wait  for  the  Ships  that  were  to  join  him.  On  the  7  th 
of  the  fame  Month,  Rear-Admiral  Hopfon ,  with  four 
Britijh  Men  of  W ar,  came  into  the  River  of  Lijbon , 
and  one  of  the  Ships  having  loft  her  Main-yard,  and 
another  having  her  Fore-maft  damaged,  the  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral 
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miral  applied  to  Brigadier  Dormer ,  who  immediately  ob¬ 
tained  an  Order  from  his  Portugueze  Majefty,  for  Fur- 
nifliing  every  thing  that  was  neceftary  out  of  his  Naval 
Stores.  The  9th,  his  Majefty’s  Ships  "The  JVinchelfea 
and  Swallow ,  which  failed  fometime  before  for  the 
Downs ,  came  to  the  Entrance  into  the  River  Targusy 
and  the  next  Day  proceeded  to  join  Sir  John  Jennings . 
It  would  be  unneceflary  for  me  to  enter  into  a  farther 
Detail  of  the  Motions  of  this  Squadron,  which  fooit 
after  returned  to  Spithead .  It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that 
it  anfwered  perfectly  the  Ends  propofed  by  it,  alarmed 
the  Spanijh  Court  to  the  higheft  Degree,  obliged  it  to 
abandon  the  Meafures  it  was  then  taking  to  the  Preju¬ 
dice  of  Great  Britain ,  and  gave  fuch  Spirits  to  the  Party 
in  4 Spain,  that  oppofed  thofe  dangerous  Councils,  as  en¬ 
abled  them  to  triumph  over  all  Oppofition.  The  Duke  di 
Ripperda ,  who  had  been  lately  Prime  Minifter,  the  very 
Man  who  had  negotiated  the  Treaty  of  Vienna ,  by  whofe 
Intrigues  the  two  Courts  had  been  embroiled,  took  Shelter, 
at  the  Time  of  his  Difgrace,  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Earl  of 
j Harrington,  then  Colonel  Stanhope ,  and  our  Miniffer  at 
Madrid  \  and  tho*  he  was  taken  from  thence  by  Force, 
yet  the  Terror  of  a  Britijh  Squadron  upon  the  Coaft,  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  the  Spanijh  Court  to  lay  afide  all  Thoughts  of 
proceeding  againft  him  Capitally,  which  they  before  in¬ 
tended,  for  betraying  to  the  Britijh  Miniftry,  thofe  very 
Defigns  which  occafioned  the  fending  of  this  Fleet ;  and 
he  foon  after  made  his  Efcape  from  the  Caftle  of  Segovia , 
and  retired  hither  as  to  the  only  Place  of  Safety,  from 
the  Refentment  of  his  Catholic  Majefty.  Such  were  the 
Events  that  attended  the  Expedition  of  Sir  John 

Jennings , 
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Ye wiings  on  the  Coail  of  Spain:  Let  us  proceed  to  the 
Tranfa&ions  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

As  the  executing  of  all  the  great  Defigns  formed  by 
the  Vienna  Allies,  depended  entirely  on  the  Supplies  that 
were  expefted  from  the  Spanijb  Weft-Indies,  our  Mi- 
niftry  thought  they  could  not  take  either  a  wifer  or  a 
bolder  Meafure,  than  fending  a  Squadron  into  thofe 
Parts  to  prevent  their  receiving  thofe  Supplies.  A  Squa¬ 
dron  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  equipped  for  that 
Purpofe,  the  Command  of  which  was  given  to  Francis 
.Hofier ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  an  excellent 
Officer;  but  what  his  Inftrudtions  were,  I  am  not  able  to 
fay,  as  having  no  better  Authority  to  proceed  upon,  than 
Conjecture.  He  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  gth  of 
Jpril,  1726;  though  he  had  a  very  quick  PaiTage,  yet 
the  Spaniards  had  previous  Notice  of  his  Defign,  by  an 
Advice-boat  from  Cadiz ,  lb  that  before  he  reached  the 
Baflimentos,  the  Treafure  which  had  been  on  Board  the 
Galleons,  and  which  that  Year  confiited  of  about  fix 
Millions  and  a  half  Sterling,  was  fairly  carried  back  to 
Panama,  on  the  other  fide  the  Ifthumus.  On  the  6th 
of  June,  Vice-Admiral  Hofier  anchored  within  Sight  of 
Porto  Bello-,  upon  which,  the  Governor  fent  to  know 
his  Demands.  The  Vice-Admiral  anfwered  with  great 
Prudence  and  Temper,  that  he  waited  for  The  Royal 
George,  a  large  South-Sea  Ship,  then  in  the  Harbour, 
which  had  difpofed  of  all  her  Cargo,  and  had  a  very  large 
Sum  of  Money  on  Board.  The  Spaniards,  in  hopes  of 
getting  rid  of  fo  troublefomea  Guelt,  haltened  her  away; 
which  I  think  was  the  greateft  Service  this  Squadron  per¬ 
formed.  With  refpeft  to  the  blocking  up  of  the  Galleons, 
which  has  been  fo  much  talked  of  here  at  Home,  it 


was 
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was  really  a  Dream,  for  his  remaining  there  three 
Weeks  was  Time  fufficiendy  to  put  it  out  of  their 
Power  to  return  for  that  Seafon ;  and  therefore,  his  con¬ 
tinuing  there  fix  Months  as  he  did,  till  his  Squadron,  that 
had  been  the  Terror,  became  the  Jell  of  the  Spaniards , 
was  altogether  needlefs.  A  little  before  Chrijimas ,  he 
weighed,  and  failed  for  Jamaica ,  after  fuch  a  Lois  of 
Men  and  in  Id  wretched  a  Condition,  that  I  cannot  pre¬ 
vail  upon  myfelf  to  enter  into  the  Particulars,  which 
I  heartily  wifli  could  be  blotted  out  of  the  Annals,  and 
out  of  the  Remembrance  of  this  Nation. 

It  happened  very  luckily  for  him,  that  there  were  at 
that  Time,  in  the  Illand  of  Jamaica ,  a  great  Number 
of  Seamen  out  of  Employment,  fo  that  in  two  Months 
Time,  his  Squadron  was  once  more  mann’d,  and  in  a 
Condition  to  put  to  Sea  ;  which  he  did,  and  ftood  over 
to  Carthagena ,  where  he  was  able  to  do  little  or  nothing  ; 
for  the  Spaniards  had  by  this  Time,  recovered  their 
Spirits,  and  began  to  make  Reprizals,  feizing  The  Prince 
Frederick ,  a  South-Sea  Ship,  then  at  La  Vera  Cruz ,  with 
all  the  Veffels  and  Effedls  belonging  to  that  Company, 
which  Admiral  Hofier  did  indeed  demand,  but  to  no 
purpofe.  He  continued  cruizing  in  thofe  Seas,  and  fome 
of  his  Ships  took  feveral  Spanijb  Prizes,  molt  of  which 
were  afterwards  reftored  \  and  in  this  Situation,  Things 
continued  till  the  Vice-Admiral  breathed  his  laft,  on  the 
23d  of  Augujl  1727  ;  but  that  being  without  the  Limits 
of  this  Work,  I  have  nothing  farther  to  fay  of  this  Ex¬ 
pedition,  which  whether  well  or  ill  concerted  at  home, 
was  undoubtedly  executed  with  great  Courage  and  Con¬ 
duct  by  this  unfortunate  Commander,  who  loft  his  Sea¬ 
men  twice  over,  and  whole  Ships  were  totally  ruined  by 
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the  Worms  in  thofe  Seas,  which  created  a  mighty  Cla- 

2t  ,H°nie>  and  was  wi*out  Doubt,  a  prodigious 
Lofs  to  the  Nation.  F  y  B10U* 

The  Spaniards,  intending  to  fllew  that  they  were 
not  to  be  intimidated  by  thefe  mighty;  Naval  Arma¬ 
ment,,  proceeded  in  the  Scheme  they  had  formed,  of 
attacking  Gibraltar  5  and  towards  the  Clofe  of  the 
Year  1726,  their  Army,  under  the  Count  de  las  Term 
actually  came  before  the  Place.  Our  Miniftry  at  Home 
having  had  previous  Intelligence  of  this  Deli gn,  ordered 
a  fmall  Squadron  to  be  got  ready  at  Portfmouth ,  in  the 
Month  of  December ;  and  on  the  24th,  Sir  Charles 
'  Wager  hoi  fed  his  Flag  on  Board  The  Kent j  and  as 
Jbon  as  the  Wind  would  permit,  failed,  in  order  to  join 
Rear-Admiral  Hopfen,  for  the  Relief  of  that  important 

ortrefs,  which  he  performed  very  effectually  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Year. 

The  Parliament  met  on  the  17th  of  January  1727 
ana  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  came  to  a  Refolution,  that  20,000  Men  fliould 
be  allowed  for  the  Sea-Service,  at  the  ufual  Rate  of  4  /. 
a  Month,  per  Man  ;  and  on  the  ill:  of  the  next  Month, 
they  voted  199,071  /.  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy. 
The  firft  Ufe  made  of  thefe  extraordinary  Supplies,  was, 
to  iend  a  fleet  into  the  Baltick ,  where,  it  wasfaid,  the 
Czarina  was  preparing  to  attack  the  Swedes  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  to  proceed  in  the  Execution  of  Deligns  which 
have  been  formerly  mentioned.  On  the  2rft  of  April 
Captain  Maurice ,  Commander  of  The  NaJJ'au ,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Real -Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Robert  Hughs ,  Commander  of  The  Iiampton-Court, 
Rear  Admiral  of  the  Blue  Squadron  of  his  Majefty’s 

% 

'  ;  Fleet ; 
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Fleet;  and  Captain  Rogers  was  appointed  to  command 
The  Najfau,  in  the  Room  of  Admiral  Maurice.  They 
were  all  three  to  fervt  under  Sir  John  Norris ,  who  failed 

t  '  '  ,  ' 

the  latter  End  of  that  Month,  and  arrived  on  the  Coaft 
of  Jutland ,  the  8th  of  May ,  anchored  in  Sight  of  EIJinoor 
the  nth  ;  the  next  Day,  in  the  Road  of  Copenhagen  ;  the 
King  of  Denmark  being  at  his  Palace  at  Frederic kjburgh , 
Sir  John,  with  the  Lord  Glenorchy ,  his  Majefty’s  Minifter 

v  r 

at  that  Court,  waited  on  his  Danijh  Majefty,  and  was 
extremely  well  received.  But  while  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  this  Expedition,  that  Event  fell  out,  which 
puts  a  Period  to  pur  Labours. 

This  Event  was  the  Death  of  King  GEORGE  I. 
which  happened  at  his  Brother’s  Palace  in  the  City  of 
Ofnaburgh ,  June  the  nth,  1727,  about  One  in  the 
Morning,  in  the  13th  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  in  the 
68th  of  his  Life.  To  fpeak  without  Flattery,  His 
Majefty,  was  a  Prince  of  great  Virtues;  and  had 
many  Qualities  truly  amiable.  He  was  very  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  general  Intereft  of  all  the  Princes  in 
Europe ,  and  particularly  well  yerfed  in  whatever  related 
to  German  Affairs,  with  refpedt  to  which,  he  always 
adted  as  a  true  Patriot,  and  a  firm  Friend  to  the  Confti- 
fution  of  the  Empire.  As  to  his  Condudl,  after  his  Ac- 
ceffion  to  the  Britijh  Throne,  his  Minifters  are  entirely 
accountable  for  it ;  for  he  conftantly  declared,  to  them, 
that  his  Intention  was  to  govern  according  to  the  Laws, 
and  with  no  other  View,  than  the  general  Good  of  his 
People.  He  was  allowed,  by  the  belt  Judges  of  Military 
Virtues,  to  be  an  excellent  Officer.  He  was  very  ca¬ 
pable  of  Application,  and  underftood  Bufinefs  as  well 
as  any  Prince  of  his  Time,  In  his  Amufements,  he  was 

eafy 


! 


n 
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eafy  and  familiar,  of  a  Temper  very  fenfible  of  the 
Services  that  were  rendered  him ;  firm  in  his  Friend¬ 
ship,  naturally  averfe  to  violent  Meafures,  and  as  Com- 
paffionate  as  any  Prince  that  ever  fat  upon  a  Throne. 

A,  LIST  of  the  English  NAVY,  as  it 
flood  at  the  Acceflion  of  the  prefent  K  I  N  G. 


Rates.  N.  of  Ships.  Men. 

Guns. 

• 

i.  = 

7 

5>46o 

700 

A  * 

ii. 

r3 

8,840 

1,170 

r 

nr. 

ri6 

8,320 

1,280 

* 

I24 

10,568 

1,680 

IV. 

C24. 

37,600 

1,440 

A  | 

I4O 

17,200 

2,000 

s  ^ 

V. 

S2  4 

4,800 

960 

l  t  1  .  :  v  * 

V 

1  *  • 

1  1 

155 

30  - 

-  *  w  J 

VI. 

s 1 

140 

22 

Swivels, 

h  s 

3.58o 

560 

f 

Fire-Ships 

3 

i55 

24 

Bombs 

3 

120 

16 

16 

Store-Ship 

I 

90 

20 

Sloops 

15 

990 

78 

78 

Yachts 

7 

260 

64 

Ditto,  fmall 

5 

29 

26 

6 

Hoys 

11 

87 

12 

2 

Smacks 

2 

4 

♦ 

Long-Boat 

1 

2 

Buoy-Boat 

1 

Lighter 

1 

3 

♦ 

Hulks. 

9 

159 

1 

• 

Total 

283 

64,5 14 

10,082 

F 

INI 

5. 

- 

' 
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Page 

L  ICANT,  a  Defcription  of  it.  115 

— Is  befieged  by  the  French ,  with  I2ooo  Men.  n6 
■*" —  Who  lay  a  Mine  under  the  Rock,  charged  with 
1500  Barrels  of  Powder,  &c.  I17 

Summon  the  Caftle  to  furrender,  and  to  lhew  their 


-  -  J  "  ^  »» 

Power,  admit  tv/o  Engineers  to  view  their  Mines,  who  re¬ 
port  the  Danger  thereof.  \  \y 

- Notwithftanding  which,  they  refolve  to  fland  the 

Springing.  ng 

The  Mine  is  fprung ;  the  Rock  opens  and  (huts ;  the 


whole  Mountain  feels  the  Convulfion;  the  Governor  and 
Officers,  with  their  Men,  are  buried  in  the  Ruins.  1 19 
** - -The  Englijh  Fleet  arrives,  and  for  fome  time.  Cannon¬ 

ades  the  French ;  but  at  length,  the  Cattle  furrenders.  1 2 1 
Alberoni,  Cardinal,  his  remarkable  Letter  to  his  Catholic 
Majefty’s  Ambaflador  to  the  States-General.  41 1  Notes 
A  Conference  between  him  and  Mr.  Stanhope .  regard¬ 
ing  the  Britijh  Fleet. 

■ - Another  remarkable  Letter  of  his.  420  Notes 

Anne,  Queen,  Britijh  Luftre  never  appeared  with  greater 
Luftre  than  in  her  Reign.  °  ~g7 

r—  Dies  at  Windfor.  ^81 

- -  Her  Death  faid  to  be  in  fome  Meafure  owing  to  a 

Quarrel  between  two  of  her  principal  Minifters,  in  her 
Prefence.  ^82 

* - -  Her  Chara&er  taken  from  a  MSS. 

Argyle,  Duke  of,  his  brave  Chara&er.  rfr 

Sent  againft  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  the  other  Rebels 
in  Scotland ,  whom  he  overcomes.  304 

Arms,  a  Sufpenfion  thereof,  figned  for  four  Months,  between 
England  and  France.  ^26 

A  (ft  onto  Company,  eftablilhed,  how,  and  by  whom  >  218 

Vol.IV,  -  Kl£  '  Ajhlr, 


f 


INDEX. 

Aylmer, Matthew,  Efg;  appointed  Admiral  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Fleet.  136 

—■■■■■Made  a  Lord  Commiflioner  of  the  Admiralty.  400 

• - Made  Rear-Admiral  of  Great -Britain,  and  a  Baron  of 

the  Kingdom  of  Ireland .  409 

1 

B. 

BA  1 L  L  E  E,  George ,  Efq;  appointed  one  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Ad¬ 
miral.  387 

Baker,  John,  Efq;  made  Rear- Admiral  of  the  White.  65 

— - -Made  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue  136 

Balchen,  Captain  John,  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  for  negledl 
of  Duty  and  acquitted.  \  103 

Bank  of  England,  fuch  a  Run  thereon,  that  the  Lord  High 
Treafurer,  not  only  allowed  fix  inflead  of  three  per  Cent, 
for  all  the  Money  circulating  by  their  Bills,  but  alfo  fupplied 
them  with  large  Sums  of  Money  out  of  his  private  For¬ 
tune  ;  as  did  feveral  other  Noblemen.  68  Notes . 

— - - The  Occaiion  thereof.  68 

Benhouj,  Vice-Admiral,  Memoirs  of  him.  257 

•— - His  Chara&er.  '  ib, 

— — —  His  Defcent.  258 

- - Said  to  be  firft  a  Waterman’s  Boy.  261 

- - —  Became  Captain  of  a  Veflel,  and  gallantly  fought  a 

Sallee  Rover.  262 

. . --  A  humorous  Story  of  his  cutting  off  thirteen  Blacks 

Heads,  and  pickling  them.  262 

- - What  followed  thereon.  263 

■n  — -  Ring  James  gives  him  a  Ship.  264 

- - —  Made  Rear-Admiral  by  King  William .  268 

Saves  the  Virginia  and  Weft -India  Fleet  from  falling  , 
into  the  Hands  of  the  French  Privateers.  263 

— — -  Is  fent  with  a  fmall  Squadron  to  the  Weft- Indies.  267 

* - -  Comes  home,  and  great  Compliments  are  paid  to  his 

Courage  and  Capacity.  268 

, _ _ Is  again  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies ,  meets  with,  and 

fights  Du  Caffe ,  and  his  Squadron.  278 

Is  wounded.  ib» 

— « — -  His  Leg  is  cut  off,  which  occafions  a  Fever,  and  he 

dies.  -  279 

— ■  His  Picture  hung  up  in  the  Town-hall  of  ShrenvJ- 

hury .  2^° 

- - —  Some  Account  of  his  Son  John  Benboyfs  Voyage, 

Slavery,  and  miraculous  Efcape.  280,  Gfc. 

c  Berkley, 


I  N  D  E  X. 

Berkley ,  Earl  of,  fails  with  a  Squadron  ofhxteen  Men  of  War, 
and  fix  Yachts,  to  bring  King  George  I.  over  from  Holland* 

386 

—  - Is  joined  by  eight  Ships  of  the  States  General,  under 

Rear-Admiral  Coper en.  H. 

—  Is  made  a  Lord  Commiflioner  of  the  Admiralty.  400 

r  Is  made  Vice-Admiral  of  Great-Britain .  4C9 

Burnet,  Bilhop,  his  Reke&ions  on  the  Union.  9  Notes 

Byvg ,  Sir  George,  lent  by  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  with  a  krong 

Squadron  to  the  Coak  of  Spain ,  to  the  Relief  of  the  Earl 
of  Galway,  but  comes  too  late.  19 

—  - Takes  Care,  however,  of  the  fick  and  wounded  Men, 

and  fends  them  to  Tortofa.  ft. 

*  - Is  faved  by  the  Prefence  of  Mind  of  his  Officers  and 

Men,  from  running  on  the  Rocks  called  Toe  Bijhop  and  his 
Clerks ,  at  Sicilly ,  where  Sir  Cloudejley  Shove]  perilhed.  32 

• — - Made  Admiral  of  the  Blue.  6^ 

~  With  Lord  Durjley ,  and  a  Fleet  of  twenty-four  Men 
of  War,  fails  for  the  French  Coalt  at  a  Time  when  they 
attempted  to  invade  Scotland  ;  purfues  them,  and  retakes  The 
Salijbury,  an  Enghjh  Prize,  then  in  their  Service,  with  fe- 
veral  Perions  of  Great  Quality,  on  Board.  69 

*  -  Returns  with  his  Fleet  to  Leith ,  and  comes  Home. 

T  .  70 

" — ‘ - is  appointed  to  command  a  Fleet  deftined  to  make  a 

Defcent  on  the  Coak  of  France .  g~ 

171  T_  Appointed  one  of  the  Commiffioners  for  executing’ 
the  Office^of  Lord  High  Admiral 

~~  Js  fent  into  the  Mediterranean ,  to  prevent  the  Spa- 
mards  from  making  themfelves  Makers  of  Sicily ,  Naples 
or  any^Part  of  Italy. 

Gives  Notice  to  the  Vice- Roy  of  Naples  of  his  Ar- 
nval,  and  receives  from  him  rich  Prefents.  418  and  Notes . 
— •  Sends  a  Letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Lede>  to  inform  him 
of  hisJZrrand,  but  receives  a  cool  Anfwer.  22 

■—  Seeks  the  Spanijh  Fleet,  and  finds  them  drawn  into 
a  Line  of  Battel.  . 

Attacks,  takes  or  dekroys  moil  of  them.  1  4.26 

‘After  the  Battel  was  over,  fends  a  Compliment  of 
itjccuie  to  the  Marquis  de  Lede ,  giving  him  to  underkand, 
that  the  Spaniards  were  the  Aggrekors,  and  that  this  A&ion 
ought  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  Rupture. 

- The  Marquis’s  Anfwer.  ^ 

‘  ‘  A  Lik  of  the  Britifh  Fleet  in  that  A&:on.  a? ? 

A  Lik  oL the  Spanijh  Fleet.  AnQ 
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-  Sends  his  Son  with  the  News  to  the  King.  440 

-  The  King’s  Letter  to  him,  writ  with  his  own  Hand. 

440  Notes 

-  The  Emperor’s  Letter  to  him.  442 


C. 


CA MM  OC  K,  Rear-Admiral,  an  Irijb  Gentleman,  in 
the  Service  of  the  King  of  Spain ,  propofes  to  the  Spa - 
niards  a  Method  to  prevent  the  Englijh  hurting  them,  which 
is  not  followed.  *  439 

Canada ,  a  full  Account  of  the  Expedition  thereof.  182, 

&c. 

Carteret ,  Lord,  negotiates,  and  brings  to  Conclufion,  a 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  Denmark  and  Sweden.  464 

. - Goes  to  Copenhagen ,  and  prefen ts  it  to  his  Danifh  Ma- 

jefty,  who  in  Return  prefents  him  with  a  Sword  from  his 
own  Side,  richly  fet  with  Diamonds,  of  the  Value  of  five 
thoufand  Pounds.  464 

Catalans ,  Complaint  againft  the  Englijh,  what.  254 

Charles  I.  his  Murder  charged  on  the  Scots .  3 

Chetwyn ,  William ,  Efq;  made  one  of  the  Lords  Commiflioners 
of  the  Admiralty .  4co 

Chevalier  de  St.  George  ventures  into  Scotland ,  finds  his  Affairs 
defperate,  and  narrowly  efcapes.  395 

Churchill,  George,  Efq;  Memoirs  of  him.  369 

-  —His  Birth.  370 

, - -Enters  early  into  the  Sea  Service,  and  procures  foon  the 

Command  of  a  Man  of  War.  ,  370 

»  —Commands  a  Second  Rate  at  the  Battel  of  La  Hogue . 


370 

—Soon  after  quits  the  Service.  370 

- *The  Reafons  why.  >  370 

- - Enters  again  into  the  Service,  and  is  made  Admiral  of 

the  Blue  .  37  * 

—After  the  Death  of  Prince  George ,  leads  a  private  Life. 

372 

- - -Dies  and  is  buried  in  Wejlminjler- Abbey.  372 

-Infcription  on  his  Monument.  373 


Cilly,  Marquis  de,  pufhed  on  by  Colonel  Stanhope  (now  Earl  of 
Harrington)  advances  as  far  as  Port-Paffage ,  where  he  finds 
fix  Men  of  War  juft  finiftied,  upon  the  Stocks,  all  which  he 
burns,  together  with  Timber,  Mafts,  and  Naval  Stores,  to 
the  Value  of  half  a  Million  Sterling,  which  proves  a  greater 
Lofs  to  the  Spaniards,  than  that  they  had  fuftained  by  our 
beating  their  Fleet,  45° 

Cockburn, 


INDEX. 

Cockburn ,  James ,  Efq;  made  one  of  the  Lords  Commiflioners 

of  the  Admiralty.  4°° 

Cole  by,  Capt.  Commander  of  a  Privateer  Sloop  of  about  i  oo 
Men,  meeting  14  Sail  of  Brigantines  and  Sloops  under  Con¬ 
voy  of  a  Guard  Sloop,  bravely  fights  the  Guard  Sloop  takes 
her,  and  fix  of  the  Brigs.  _  9  8  Notes 

Coney,  Capt.  William,  with  his  Ship  The  Romney ,  is  loll  on  the 
Rocks  called  The  Bi/hop  and  his  Clerks,  at  Scilly,  with.  Sir 

Cloudejley  Shovel,  3  2 

Czar  of  Mufcovy,  has  the  chief  Command  of  the  Baltick 
Fleet,  fitted  out  againft  the  Swedes,  given  him.  390 

>■«"  Hoifts  his  Imperial  Flag,  as  Admiral,  on  board  one  of 
his  fineft  Ships,  and  is  faluted  by  Sir  John  Norris ,  the  Da - 
nijh ,  and  the  Dutch  Fleet.  39#° 

—Having  in  View  the  Reduction  of  the  Swedes  to  his 
own  Terms,  is  very  early  out  at  Sea  with  a  large  Fleet  ; 
ravages  the  Swedijh  Coafts,  and  commits  unheard  of  Cruel¬ 
ties.  .  467 

_ _ On  the  Approach  of  Sir  John  Norris  in  thofe  Seas,  the 

Czar  doubts  his  Strength,  retires  with  his  Fleet,  is  incli¬ 
nable  to,  and  at  length  figns  a  Peace.  ib , 

D. 


D'AVENANT,  Dr.  lays  before  the  Commiflioners 
diftindt  annualAccounts  of  the  Importations  and  Ex¬ 
portations  of  all  Commodities  into  and  out  of  this  Kingdom  ; 
with  his  ufeful  Remarks  thereon.  378 

Delaval,  Sir  Ralph,  Knt.  Memoirs  of  him.  287 

— - His  Defcent.  '  288 

. . —Comes  early  into  the  Navy  under  the  Protedlion  of  the 

Duke  of  York.  288 

——Is  made  Captain  of  the  Duke  of  York,  a  3d  Rate  Man 
of  War.  288 

—Made  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue  by  King  William , 
and  Knighted.  288 

■ . -".-Made  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red.  289 

»■  ■  ’Behaves  well  at  the  Battel  of  La  Hogue  291 

——Is  laid  afide.  297 

—Lives  afterwards  privately  in  the  Country  till  he  dies, 
and  is  buried  in  Wejiminfter- Abbey .  298 

Denmark,  his  Royal  Highnefs  George ,  Prince  of,  dies  at  Ken - 
Jington  of  an  Afthma,  and  is  buried  in  Wejiminjier- Abbey, 

103 

———His  Charadler.  104  Notes, 

Dilke$% 
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Ditizis,  (Rear-Admiral)  advances  into  the  Creek  of  Fort  St 
“®'J-  «"nd  bombards  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Toulon, 
0  i  line  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy’s  Army  to  decamp, 

•-—-Sails  with  the  Squadron  appointed  for  Mediterranean 
bernce  from  Gibraltar,  to  efcort  a  Convoy  of  Troops  and 
PWions  from  Italy  to  Catalonia.  Being  got  fome  Leagues 
Weftward  of  Barcelona ,  is  fent  for  by  his  Catholic  Maiefty 
who  propofes  to  him  the  Redudtion  of  the  Ifland  of  Sardi¬ 
nia,  and  the.  Defence  of  the  Catalonian  Coafts,  but  he 
waves  complying  therewith  ^ 

*  -Sails  from  Barcelona ,  meets  with  hard  Gales  of  Wind^ 
and  his  Squadron  is  feparated  ^ 

■  - - Arrives  at  Leghorn ,  but  meets  with  fo  terrible  a  Stormt 

that  almofi:  every  Ship  in  his  Squadron  fufFers  by  it.  De¬ 
mands  a  Salute  of  feventeen  Guns,  is  refufed,  and  why. 

'  The  Difpute  being  at  length  adjulled,  he  is  invited  a- 
fhore,  and  dies  a  few  Days  after  of  a  Fever,  caufed,  as  moft 
People  imagined,  by  an  Italian  Dinner. 

Is  looked  upon  by  the  Seamen  as  a  Martyr  for  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  his  Country.  -  . 

Dodington,  George ,  appointed  one  of  the  Commiflione**s  for 
executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral.  136 

Duff  us  t  Lord,  in  The  Advice ,  attacked  by  four  French  Priva¬ 
teers,  oefends  his  Ship  bravely,  nor  gives  her  up  till  her 
whole  Tackling  is  torn  away,  almofi  all  his  Men  kill’d,  and 
himfelf  fliot  with  five  Balls  into  his  Body.  j6z 

Dunkirk,  the  Article  for  its  Demolition.  106 

- - Is  delivered  up,  with  all  its  Fortifications,  to  the  En- 

glijh .  22 

Durjley ,  Lord,  in  The  St.  George ,  faved  by  mere  Accident  from 
being  loft  on  the  Rocks  of  Sc  illy,  the  fame  Wave  which  beat 
out  Admiral  Shovel’s  Light,  fetting  his  Ship  a-ftoat,  even 
after  he  had  flruck.  3  2 

•-»— Is  made  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue.  65 

•—With  four  Ships  only  falls  in  with  Mr.  de  Guta's  Squa¬ 
dron  of  eleven,  but  by  the  Darknefs  of  the  Weather  efcapes 
them.  io§ 

'—Convoys  the  Lijbon  Fleet  of  Merchant-Men  fafe  into 
the  Sea,  in  his  Return  meets  two  French  Men  of  War,  takes 

one  of  them,  and  recovers  an  Englijh  Man  of  War  they  had 
before  taken.  II2 

•Returns  to  Blymouth.  112 

Takes  a  large  French  Ship  worth  1 00,000  L  ~  126 

Is 


I 


I 


INDEX. 


-Js  made  Vice-Admiral. 


_  136 

Dutch ,  Complaints  again#  them  from  the  Englfo,  for  not  fur- 
nifhing  their  proper  Quota  of  Ships  or  Money,  and  for  other 
Caufes .  2 1  S  and  Notes . 

— — — —Their  Anfwer.  .  222  Notes . 

—  ■  By  an  unaccountable  Turn,  get  into  Pofleflion  of  the 

whole  Swedift?  Trade.  4° 5 

■ . .  ■  Raife  the  Price  of  S^wedijh  Iron,  four  Pounds  a  T  on 

it. 


E. 


EDWARDS,  Capt.  Richard,  tried  by  a  Court  Martial 
for  Negled  of  Duty,  and  moft  honourably  acquitted. 

I03 

England,  its  Government  not  fafe,  whilft  Scotland  remain’d  an 
independant  Kingdom.  .  6. 

— —  In  clofe  confederacy  with  the  Emperor  and  France ,  un¬ 
dertakes  to  fettle  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  on  a  better  Foun¬ 
dation  than  the  Treaty  of  Utretcht  left  them-  407 

- - With  this  View,  the  Triple  Alliance  is  concluded  on.  ib. 

The  Quadruple  Alliance  next  entered  into,  which  by  un* * 
forefeen  Accidents,  pfoves  the  Caufe  of  an  immediate  War 
between  England  and  Spain .  x  ib » 

F. 


F 


LEET  of  fifty- five  Ships  bound  for  Portugal  and  the 
Weft-Indies,  fail  under  Convoy  of  three  Men  of  War.  44 
Fall  in  with  the  Dunkirk  Squadron,  commanded 


by  Mr.  Fourbin ,  with  whom  they  engage,  and  two  of 
the  Englijh  Men  of  War  are  taken,  and  carried  with 
twenty-one  of  the  Merchant  Ships  into  Dunkirk.  45 

■The  Succefs  in  this  Engagement  greatly  magnified  by 


the  French,  and  M.  Forbin  promoted  by  the  French  King  to 
the  Rank  of  Chef  d'Efcarde,  with  the  Title  of  Count. 

46 

France  projects  an  Invafion  on  Scotland .  1 6 

• - -Makes  an  Attempt  thereon  in  Favour  of  the  Cheva¬ 
lier  St.  George,  which  proves  abortive.  66 

French,  a  favourite  Project  put  in  Force  again#  them.  147 
«*■ — — Which  mifcarnes.  .  150 

„ — ■ — ,Go  on  an  Expedition  to  Antegoa  and  Montferrat,  under 
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INDEX. 

the  Command  of  M.  Caffard, ,  who  firft  makes  himfelf  Ma¬ 
iler  of  the  Ifland  St.  J ago.  2l 4> 

——Then  proceeds  to  Montferrat ,  meets  with  feeble  Re¬ 
finance,  continues  fome  Days  there  doing  much  Mifchief, 
but  on  Notice  that  fome  Englijb  Ships  were  coming,  quits  it. 

- -In  dole  Conjundion  with  England,  declares  War  a. 

gainft  Spain.  449 


G, 

GA  L  IV A  Y,  Earl  of,  finds  himfelf  under  the  Neceflity 
of  either  fiarving  or  fighting  a  fuperior  Army,  accord^ 
ingly  with  16,000  Men,  gives  Battel  to  the  Duke  of  Ber¬ 
wick  with  24,000,  near  8000  of  which  were  Horfe  and 
Dragoons,  and  is  defeated,  lofing  about  10,000  Men,  either 
killed  or  taken  Prifoners,  and  retires  with  the  broken  Re¬ 
mains  of  his  Army.  18 

George  I.  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of  England.  385 

* - Is  proclaimed  through  all  the  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  on 

the  Death  of  Queen  Anne .  386 

►—Makes  his  public  Entry.  387 

— - —Sends  a  MefTage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  demand¬ 
ing  a  further  Supply  for  the  Year  1718.  409 

- - —In  coming  from  Hefooetfluys  meets  with  a  violent  Storm, 

and  is  tofTed  about  for  36  Hours  in  the  utmofl  Danger,  at 
length  lands  at  Rye .  483 

» - Makes  a  remarkable  Speech.  483 

- - Sends  a  MefTage  to  the  Houfe  to  encreafe  the  Number 

of  Seamen,  which  occafions  warm  Debates.  484 

* - 'Dies  in  the  City  of  Ofnaburgh .  493 

——His  Character.  493 

Gibraltar  given  up  to  Great  Britain.  237 

Godolphiny  Earl  of,  remov’d  from  being  Lord  High  Treafurer. 

160 

i joertz ,  Baron,  arrefled  in  Holland  at  the  Requell  of  King 
George  I.  *  397 

e— — -Is  releafed  from  his  Confinement.  403 

H. 

HADDOCK ,  Captain,  in  The  Ludlow  Caftle ,  takes  a 
Privateer.  -  5  2 

Hancock,  Captain  Robert ,  Commander  of  The  Eagle,  a  feventy 
fjqi*  Ship,  part  of  Sif  Cloudejley  Shovel's  Fleet,  narrowly 

efcapes 


efcapes  linking  on  the  Rocks,  called  The  Bijhop  and  his 

Clerk.  3 2 

Hanover Succellion,  the  fettling  of  it  recommended  to  the 

Parliament  of  Scotland,  by  the  Parliament  of  England . 

4  Notes. 

Hanvoay,  Captain,  in  The  Plymouth ,  takes  a  Fiench  h/lan  of 

War.  129 

Hardy,  Sir  Thomas,  being  ordered  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral 
to  efcort  the  Lijbon  Trade,  fails  with  a  Squadron  under  his 
Command,  and  the  outward-bound  Merchant-men  41 

Difcovers  fix  Sail  of  French  Men  of  War,  and  gives 

them  chafe  41 

- Gives  the  Signal  for  the  Lijbon  Fleet  to  part,  and  con¬ 
tinues  the  Chafe,  finds  it  impoflible  to  come  up  with  them, 
and  Night  coming  on,  confults  with  his  Captains,  the  Re- 
fult  of  which  was  to  leave  of  the  Chafe,  and  for  fear  of 
the  Enemy  palling  them  in  th5  Night,  and  falling  on  the 
Trade,  to  bear  away,  and  keep  Company  with  the  Lijbon 

Fleet,  till  they  were  out  of  Danger.  4 2 

On  a  Complaint  againft  Sir  Thomas ,  for  difcontinuing 


the  Chafe,  he  is  examined  by  a  Court-Martial,  who  ho¬ 
nourably  acquit  him.  43 

- Notwithftanding  which,  ’twas  laid  before  the  Queen, 

who  approve’s  his  Condutt ;  ’twas  tranfmitted  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  and  there  approv’d  of  3  and  laftly,  a  Motion  made, 
when  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fat,  that  Sir  Thomas  (hould 
attend,  and  he  is  their  honourably  applauded.  43,  44  Note 
—  Is  complained  of  to  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  by  the  Mailer  of  a  Canary  Ship,  for  refufing  to 
convoy  him,  and  appears  fully  jullified  therein. 

Is  appointed  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue.-^  161 

Is  fent  with  a  Itrong  Squadron  to  block  up  Dunkirk . 


Hickes,  Captain  Jafper ,  after  the  Deceafe  of  Sir  Thomas 

Dilkes,  takes  on  him  the  Command  of  the  Fleet  5  fails  from 
Leghorn  to  Genoa  ;  embarks  the  Troops  at  Vado,  and  efcorts 
|  them  fafely  to  Spain.  -  34 

102 

Hill ,  Brigadier,  appointed  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  Dunkirk .  224 

Hojier ,  Admiral,  is  fent  with  a  Squadron  to  the  Weft-Indies  ; 

anchors  at  Porto- Bello.  492 

b,i  ■  —  Becomes  at  firit  the  Terror,  but  at  length  the  Jell  of  the 
Spaniards  ;  takes  a  few  Prizes ;  is  obliged  to  return  them  ; 
has  his  Ships  eaten  up  by  Worms  3  breaks  his  Heart  and 
dies.  4-93 


JAMAICA, 
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i. 

.  %  I , 

JAMAICA ,  a  moil  violent  Hurricane  their,  that 
almoft  incredible  Mifchief.  2Ig 

James  II.  a  better  Judge  himfelf  of  the  Intereft  of  both 
Kingdoms,  than  any  Prince  of  his  Line.  * 

Jennings ,  Sir  John,  made  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red  6c 
—  Is  made  Admiral.  j^g 

—  Goes  to  Barcelona. 

'*  Takes  the  King,  of  Spain  on  Board,  and  with  a  large 
Fleet,  and  in  ten  Days  carries  him  to  Genoa .  167 

—Appointed  one  tf  the  Commiffioners  for  executing  the 
the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral.  ^$7 

Is  fent  with  a  Fleet  of  nine  large  Men  of  War  to  the 
Coaft  of  Spain .  * 

-—Enters  the  Bay  of  Antonio ,  and  exceffiveJy  alarms  the 
Spaniards . 


•Some  Pieces  of  Cannon  fired  at  his  foremoft  Ships,  which 
the  Governor  fent  immediately  an  Officer  to  excufe,  as  be¬ 
ing  done  without  Orders.  n 

Johnfon ,  Captain  Robert ,  in  The  Kent,  takes  a  fine  Ship  from 
the  French ,  called  The  Super  be.  1 39 

Juftices,  Lords,  on  the  Death  of  Queen  Anne,  iflue  a  Procla¬ 
mation,  declaring  the  Succeffion  of  King  George  I.  and 
commanding  him  to  be  proclaimed  through  all  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom.  /  386 

— — Send  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  to  his  Majefty  to  invite  him  over. 

if. 

—In  their  Names  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  opens  the  SeF 
fion  of  Parliament  by  a  Speech.  ihK 


L 


l.  ; 

BAKE ,  Sir  John,  declared  Admiral  of  the  White, 
and  Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  her  Majefiy’s 
Fleet.  65 

—  Sails  to  the  Relief  of  the  King  of  Spain ,  with  a  ftrong 
Fleet.  73 

In  his  Way,  picks  up  fixty-nine  Settees  laden  with 


Wheat,  Barley  and  Oil,  defign’d  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Duke  of 
Orleans' s  Army,  and  difperfes  three  Men  of  War  their  Con¬ 
voy.  <  /  74 

—  Arrives  at  Barcelona ,  ar.d  is  complimented  by  the  King 
of  Spain,  on  his  Succefs.  73 

• — Sails 


. 
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—  Sails  to  Milan ,  and  condu&s  the  Queen  of  Spain  from 

thence  to  Barcelona.  >  77 

—  Sails  for  the  Ifland  of  Sardinia ,  bombards  and  takes 


it.  77 

,  Sails  to  Port-Mahone,  to  affift  Lieutenant-General  Stan- 

hope  in  the  Siege  thereof.  78 

_ _ After  affifting  at  a  Council  of  War,  fails  for  England . 

ih . 

—  Is  appointed  Rear-Admiral  of  Great  Britain  by  the 

Queen,  with  a  remarkable  Compliment.  107 

—  _ Appointed  one  of  the  Commiflioners  for  executing  the 

Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral.  *  1 36 

Leftock ,  Capt.  takes  a  Swedijh  Privateer  Dogger,  and  other 
Prizes.  401  Notes. 

Lewis  XIV.  recalls  Marffial  Catinat ,  whom  he  had  banifhed, 
to  confult  him  about  the  Siege  of  Toulon.  27 

Littleton ,  Commodore,  keeps  a  good  Look-out  for  the  Gal¬ 
leons.  173 

■■  ■  —  Difcovers  them.  17$ 

— — —  Chafes  them,  and  takes  two.  ib . 

Lijbon  Fleet,  confifting  of  130  Merchant-men,  convoyed  by 
five  Men  of  War,  fet  faiL  50 

—  ■  —  Are  attacked  by  the  Joint-Fleet  of  Count  Forbin,  and 

M.  de  Guai.  ib. 

- - Make  their  Efcape  while  the  Men  of  War  are  en¬ 
gaged.  ib. 

—  - —  The  French  Fleet  take  three  of  the  five  Men  of  War, 

blow  up  a  4th,  and  the  5  th  gets  fafe  into  Kinjale  Harbour. 

ib. 


M. 


MARLB  O  R  OUGH,  Duke  of,  advifes  the  carrying  on 
the  War  in  Spain .  1 8 

Merchants  complain  of  the  bad  EfFe&s  the  Prohibition  of 
Trade  with  Sweden  produces.  405 

- —  Extremely  uneafy  for  want  of  Convoy  ;  they  obferve  that 
fo  many  Ships  had  been  taken  in  their  Voyage,  to  Portugal 
that  it  not  only  affedledthe  Commerce,  but  the  Reputation  of 
^  this  Kingdom,  and  obliged  the  Portuguese  to  fend  their  Or¬ 
ders  for  Corn,  even  againft  their  Will,  into  Holland .  49 

Meffina,  City  of,  taken  by  the  Imperialifts.  451 

Methuen ,  Mr.  on  Lord  Townfend's  Difmiffion  lays  down  his 
Employments.  400 

*- - Appointed  one  of  the  Commiflioners  for  executing  the 

Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral,  136 

Midfhipman, 


Midfhipman,  the  moil  extraordinary  Conduct  of  one.  4? 
Mitchell ’  Sir  David,  Memoirs  of  him.  v  %  74. 

—  His  Defcent.  3^ 

—— Is  Put  Apprentice  to  the  Mailer  of  a  Trading- Veffel. 

ih . 

* - Serves  out  his  Time,  and  is  afterwards  Mate  of  fe- 

veral  Ships.  '  ft* 

—  . Is  made  a  Captain.  375 

— ■ - *  Commands  a  Squadron  that  convoys  King  William  to 

Holland ;  is  Toon  after  made  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue  ;  is 
made  one  of  the  Grooms  of  the  Bed  -  Chamber ;  Rear- 
Admiral  of  the  Red,  and  Knighted.  -  ih. 

■ - Brings  over,  and  carries  back  the  Czar  Peter  the  Great , 

who  offers  him  high  Preferments  to  go  with  him.  377 

—  Is  appointed  Gentlemen  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod.  ih. 

- - Is  appointed  one  of  the  Council  to  Prince  George .  ih. 

- - Dies,  and  is  buried  at  Hatfield.  ih. 


N. 


NAPLES ,  the  Viceroy  of,  prefents  Sir  George  Byng 
with  a  very  fine  Sword,  fet  with  Diamonds,  and  a  rich 
Staff  of  Command.  41 8  Notes 

-  i  »  Sends  a  large  Quantity  of  Oxen,  Sheep,  Sugar,  Wine, 
Brandy,  &c.  on  Board  Sir  George's  Fleet.  41 9  Notes 
Navy,  Royal,  an  Abftratt  of  it  as  it  flood  in  Queen  Anne's 
Reign.  384 

- - A  fhort  State  of  the  Commands  thereof  at  the  Acceffion 

of  King  George  I.  3  %7 

•  - - A  Lift  of  it  as  it  flood  at  the  Acceffion  of  King 

George  II.  49^ 

Norris ,  Sir  John ,  with  fome  Britijh ,  and  one  Dutch  Man  of 
War,  at  the  Siege  of  Poulon ,  forces  the  Enemy  from  their 
Works,  and  with  600  Seamen  fcampers  over  them,  and 
makes  them  quit  the;r  Entrenchments,  thereby  making  Way 
for  the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  pafs  a  River  thought  inacceffable. 

23 

►  — »Made  Vice-Admiral  of  the  White.  65 

— - -Is  made  Admiral.  .  136 

_ _ With  a  grand  Fleet  under  his  Command  fails  for  the 

Mediterranean.  141 

_ _ Receives  News,  that  the  Italian  Gallies  had  aflually 

taken  on  board  2000  Men,  to  make  a  Defcent  on  thelfland 
of  Sardinia.  *43 

„ _ Proceeds  dire&ly  for  that  place,  picks  up  fome  Ships 
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in  his  Way,  underltands  by  them  that  the  Enemy  had  landed 
a  Number  of  Men  and  Officers  ;  he  lands  fome  forces,  and 
takes  Prifoner  450  Soldiers  and  63  Officers,  and  returns  on 

board^gam-n  q(.  thg  r)uke  of  furfa  who  had  the  re- 


maining  Forces  on  board  ;  threatens  the  Republic  of  Genoa. 
for  permitting  him  Shelter  in  their  Harbours,  and  proceeds 

from  thence  to  Barcelona.  .  !45 

_ Difpatches  an  Exprefs  to  the  Court  of  Stockholm,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  fatisfied  whether  the  Swedes  were  refolved  to  go 

on  in  their  Praftice  of  feizing  and  confifcating  our  Ships. 

389 

Receives  a  loofe  Anfwer.  „  .  . 

Appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary,  and  Plenipotentiary  to 

the  Czar  of  Mufcovy.  4°^ 

_ Sent  to  the  Baltick  with  a  ftrong  Squadron  to  protect 

Gets  a  Peace  figned  between  them  and  the  Czar,  and 

returns  home.  4 


O. 


OGLE,  Capt.  deflroys  Roberts  the  famous  Pirate.  .  472 
Orford,  Earl  of,  appointed  one  of  the  Commiffioners 
for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great 

Britain .  _  _  ,  r  .  3^7 

_ _ _  Ruffely  Earl  of,  refigns  his  Office  of  firft  Lord  of  the  Ad¬ 

miralty. 

Ormond ,  Duke  of,  5000/.  Reward  offered  for  taking  him. 

448 

Oxford.  Earl  of,  his  Reafons  for  a,  Peace  with  France . 

229  Note . 


PARLIAMENT  of  Scotland  allowed  to  pafs  an  A&  to  li¬ 
mit  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown ;  alfo  an 
powering  the  Scotch  to  arm  themfelves.  4  Notes . 

Parliament  of  Great  Britain  meet,  chufe  John  Smith ,  Eiq; 

their  Speaker.  57 

,  — —Commons  vote  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  the  Queen 
for  her  Speech.  '  57 

—The 
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'9 

■7— -■  fhe  Houfe  of  Lords  appoint  a  Committee  to  examine 
to  the  Complaints  of  the  Merchants  for  the  great  Lodes 
they  have  fuftained  at  Sea  for  want  of  proper  Convoys. 

——The  Proceedings  thereon,  and  the  Houfe’s  Addrefs  w 
herMajefty.  '  ^ 

—Houfe  of  Commons  follow  their  Example,  and  go  into 
a  Crand  Committee  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Navy,  and  chufe 
oir  Richard  Onflow,  Chairman.  ^ 

Both  Houfes  addrefs  the  Queen  to  lay  afide  Capt,  Ker •. 

*  6* 

- - Grant  103,203/.  for  the  Relief  of  the  Inhabitants  of 

St.  News  and  St.  Chriftopher's .  lQ 

Both  Houfes  addrefs  the  Queen,  that  fhe  would  not 
conclude  any  Peace  with  the  French  King,  unlefs  he  confent- 
ed  to  demoliih  the  Fortifications  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk % 

Pembroke,  Thomas  Earl  of,  appointed  Lord  High  Admiral  of- 
Great  Britain.  j 

< — - Refigns  the  Office,  and  has  a  Penfion  of  3000/.  per 

Annum  allowed  him  out  of  the  Revenueof  the  Foft-Office  1  26 
Pope  acknowledges  Charles  III.  King  of  Spain .  *  g- 

Port-Mahonhthtge&  and  taken.  JL 

Tort -Royal  taken  from  the  French.  j  -j 

Pretender ,  his  Emiffiaries  very  bufy  in  carrying  on  their  In¬ 
trigues  at  feveral  Foreign  Courts.  ? 

Pulteney,  Mr.  on  Lord  Townfend' s  Difmiffion  lays  down  his 
Employments.  4.00 

Purvis,  Capt.  takes  a  French  Ship  of  14  Guns  and  60  Men, 
after  lofmg  his  own  Ship,  and  Handing  the  Fire  of  the* 
Frenchman  on  a  fmall  Key  or  Ifland,  where  he  and  his 
Men  were  flung,  after  his  own  Ship  was  bulged.  101 

Pyrates  infeft  the  Seas  in  the  Weft- Indies,  &c.  •  143 

——Rewards  offered  for  taking  them.  \  j.04 

- - -Reduced  in  the  Bahama  Iflands  by  the  prudent  Con- 

dud  of  Governor  Woods  Rogers .  44^ 

CL 

£  \  UEEN  of  Portugal  is  brought  from  Holland  to  Port/- 
\7  mouth  by  Rear-Admiral  Baker .  Queen  Anne  fends 

her  Compliments,  and  the  Prince  of  Denmark  does  the  fame. 

89 

•—She  goes  on  Board  Sir  George  Byng,  who  conduds  her 
fafe  to  Lijbon ,  where  ihe  is  met  by  the  King,  who  conduds 

her 
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her  to  the  Royal  Chapel,  where  they  receive  the  Nuptial 
Benedidlion. 


O  O  KE,  Sir  George ,  Memoirs  of  him. 

—  His  Birth. 

Goes  to  Sea  as  a  Reformade  ;  is  foon  made  a 
tenant,  and  quickly  rifes  to  be  a  Captain. 

—  Sent  as  Commodore  to  the  Coaft  of  Ireland . 

Is  appointed  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red. 


—  Convoys  King  William  to  Holland \  and  is  appointed 

Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue.  '  330 

Burns  thirteen  Ships  of  the  Enemy,  at  the  Battel  of 
La  Hogue ,  moft  furprizingly.  ib. 

King  William  fettles  a  Penfion  of  1000  l.  per  Annum  on 
him  for  that  Couragious  Ad.  332 

Is  Knighted.  ib. 

By  his  prudent  Conduct,  luckily  faves  his  Ships  from 
being  taken,  or  deftroyed  by  the  French  Fleet.  336 

Forms  a  Projedt  of  burning  the  whole  French  Fleet; 

338 

Detedls  a  Fleet  of  Swedijh  Merchant-men,  in  Contra¬ 
band  Trade,  and  makes  Prize  of  ’em.  339 

—  Is  fent  to  fuccour  Charles  XII.  King  of  Sweden.  343 

- Affifts  in  deilroying  the  F'fench  Fleet,  and  feizing  the 

Galleons,  with  immenfe  Wealth,  2\Vigo.  346 


Is  returned  Thanks  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  a 
Speech  made  to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

— -  His  Anfwer. 

■ —  Is  examined  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  relating  to  the 
Cadiz  Expedition.  ,  .  *-0 

■ —  Is  juftified  in  his  Condudt.  3^£ 

—  Attacks  and  takes  Gibraltar.  3  - - 

Gains  a  great  Vi&ory  over  the  French  Fleet  off  Malaga 

358 

On  his  Return  Home,  is  contained  to  quit  his  Com¬ 
mand,  and  retires  to  his  Country  Seat.  16c 

—  His  Character.  ^ 

—  A  remarkable  honeft  Paragraph  in  his  Will.  *  66 

—  Dies  of  the  Gout.  jp 

His  Monument  ereaed  in  the  Catliedral  Church  of 

Canterbury.  ^ 


nutfia  Fleet,  being  numerous  and  richly  laden,  the  Governor 
and  principal  Merchants  apply  to  the  Admiralty  for  Con' 

v°y-  '■  ,  47 

\  •—  Are 
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Are  granted  one  fourth,  and  two  fifth  Rates,  with  whicf* 
they  are  diftatisfied.  .  g 

To  make  them  eafy,  Sir  William  Whetjlone  convoys  them 
beyond  the  Iflands  of  Shetland,  and  leaves  them.  47 

— ~  Fifteen  Sail,  of  em  are  taken  by  Count  Forbiti,  which 
he  ftrft  unloads,  then  burns. 

■The  reft  get  into  Archangel.  ^ 


Ryddel,  Capt.  Walter,  in  The  Falmouth,  a  50  Gun  Ship,  at¬ 
tack’d  by  four  French  Men  of  War,  behaves  gallantly/ and 
makes  them  fheer  off,  and  fhves  the  Ships  he  was  convoying* 

u  3 
S.. 


SALLE  E- Rovers,  or  Pirates,  do  much  Mifchief,  but  are 
fupprefs’d.  596 

Savoy,  Duke  of,  after  being  obliged  to  retire  from  the  Siege  of 
Toulon,  gives  a  noble  Proof  of  his  high  Spirit  and  great 
Prefence  of  Mind.  ' 

* - Inverts  and  takes  the  important  Fortrefs  of  Suza.  31 

- - Is  obliged  to  part  with  the  Iflafid  of  Sicily,  which  is  taken 

from  him  by  the  Englijh  and  French  to  give  to  the  Em¬ 
peror.  408 

Saxe  Gotha,  Prince  of,  killed  at  the  Siege  of  Toulon .  29 

Scotland,  an  entire,  abfolute,  and  uniform  Dominion  over 
it,  neceflary  to  the  Safety,  Power,  and  Commerce  of 
England.  .  d  '  '  5 

Ships,  a  Lifts  of  what  Number  were  loft  by  the  Englijh  and 
French  in  Queen  Anne's  War.  252,  253 

Shovel,  Sir  Cloudejley,  joins  Sir  George  Byng  near  Alicant  5 
fails  for  the  Coaft  of  Italy,  and  comes  to  an  Anchor  before 
Final,  with  a  Fleet  of  43  Men  of  War  and  37  Tranfports, 
in  order  to  aftift  the  Duke  of  Savoy  in  the  Siege  of  Toulon. 

22 

- - —Sails  to  Nice,  where  he  entertains  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 

Prince  Eugene,  and  moft  of  the  General  Officers,  on  board 
his  own  Ship  The  Ajfociation .  ih. 

■ . — Promifes  to  aftift  them  in  their  forcing  a  Paftage  over 

the  Far.  '  jb . 

- - -Promifes  to  aftift  the  Duke  of  Savoy  in  his  Retreat, 

and  to  fupply  him  with  a  fufficient  Number  of  Tranfports 
to  embark  all  his  Troops.  24 

— - Sails  for  the  Hieres ;  lands  and  a  (lifts  at  a  Council  of 

War.  28 

——Lands 


A 


V  '  ' 


WM 


. 


: 


INDEX. 

•Lands  a  hundred  Cannon  from  the  Fleet,  for  the  Batter¬ 
ies,  with  200  Rounds  of  Powder  and  Shot,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  Number  of  Seamen,  and  furnifhes  many  other 
Neceffaries  (which  indeed  the  Camp  much  wanted)  from 
the  Ships.  „ 

•Embarks  the  Sick  and  wounded,  takes  off  the  Can¬ 


non,  on  the  Duke  of  Savoy* s  being  repulfed  ;  and  accom¬ 
pany  s  the  Army  as  far  as  the  Var.  2  9 

•Chagrined  at  the  Mifcarriage  of  this  Expedition,  af- 


figns  thirteen  Sail  for  the  Mediterranean  Service,  under  the 
Command  of  Sir  'Thomas  Dilkes ,  and  fails  with  the  reft  of 
the  Fleet  from  Gibraltar  to  Scilly ,  and  running  on  the  Rocks 
called.  The  Bijhop  and  his  Clerks  ;  his  Ship  ftruck,  and  in 
two  Minutes,  was  no  more  feen.  3 2 

His  Body  taken  up  next  Day,  by  fome  Country -Fel- 

1*1-  1  •  ,  .  *  1 


lows,  ftripped  and  buried  in  the  Sand  ;  but  is  dug  up  again 
by  the  Sailors,  put  on  Board  The  Salisbury ;  brought  to 
London ,  and  buried  in  Wejtminjier- Abbey,  and  a  magnificent 
Tomb  eredted  to  his  Memory.  33 

—*  *  Memoirs  of  him.  299 

— —  His  Birth  and  Parentage.  ibm 

——Put  Apprentice  to  a  Shoemaker.  ib . 

- Leaves  his  Trade  and  goes  to  Sea  a  Cabbin-Boy  to  Sir 

C hrijiopher  Mynns .  300 

Is.  encouraged  by  Sir  John  Narborough ,  who  en- 


trufts  him  with  a  MelTage  to  the  Dey  of  Tripoli . 

- —Makes  him  his  Lieutenant,  ib, 

— — He  boldly  enters  Tripoli ,  and  deftroys  the  Enemy’s 
Ships.  .  ib, 

- Is  made  Captain  of  a  fifth  Rate  ;  removed  to  a  fourth 

Rate.  ib, 

. — - -■■■"-  Gives  fignal  Marks  of  his  Courage  at  Bantry-Bay. 

3°2 

- Is  Knighted  by  King  William .  ib. 


— — —  Appointed  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  his  Com- 
miflion  given  him  by  the  King’s  own  Hands. 

—  - - Is  appointed  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red. 

—  - ‘Behaves  bravely  at  the  jBattel  of  La  Hovue . 

«— Bombards  Dunkirk. 

•  . — -"Is  chiefly  inftrumental  in  the  taking  Barcelona 

*  - Is  call  away  on  the  Rocks  of  Scilly  ;  buried  in  Weft- 

minjier- Abbey,  and  a  fine  Monument  erefled  to  his  Memory 

by  Queen  Anne.  224. 

—His  Chara&er.  324. 

South-Sea  Company  eftabliftied,  how  and  by  whom.  240 

—Their  Privileges.  243 

Vol.  IV.  L  1  Spaniards , 


I  N  D  E  X. 

Spaniards  Account  of  the  A£lion  in  the  Mediterranean  429 
Spaniards  land  in  Scotland ,  and  are  joined  by  1500  Scots ,  but 
are  defeated  at  Glenjhill  449 

Spanijh  Minifter  prefents  a  Memorial  to  King  George ,  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  great  Armament  making  in  Time  of  Peace. 

410 

•>- - His  Majefty’s  Anfwer.  410 

• - Court  exceflively  provoked  at  the  Lofs  of  their  Ships  in  the 

Mediterranean,  and. give  Orders  to  Rear-Admiral  Guevara , 
who  enters  the  Port  of  Cadiz ,  and  makes  himfelf  Maker  of 
all  the  EngUJh  Ships  that  were  there,  and  at  the  fame  time 
all  the  Effe&s  of  the  EngUJh  Merchants  were  feized  at  Ma¬ 
laga,  and  other  Ports  in  Spain .  443 

'  Ships  being  block’d  up  in  the  Mole ,  a  warm  Difpute  arifes 


between  the  EngUJh ,  Imperial,  and  Sardinian  Admirals, 
whofe  Right  they  are,  to  determine  which  the  EngUJh  Ad¬ 
miral  infills  on  their  being  dekroyed,  which  accordingly 
they  were,  and  thereby  the  Ruin  of  the  Naval  Power  of 

Spain  completed.  _  453 

Spain,  War  declared  againft,  by  King  George  I.  .  446 

_ - —Accedes  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and  a  Ceffation  of 

Arms  by  Sea  foon  follows.  4-62 

Stair ,  Earl  of,  fends  over  from  France  an  Account  of  the  De- 

figns  of  Spain .  ,  447 

Stanhope,  Captain,  Brother  to  General  Stanhope,  killed  at  the 

Siege  of  Port-Mahon .  79 

Stanhope,  Mr.  prevails  on  the  King  of  Spain  to  conclude  fe- 
cretly  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  extremely  favourable  to  bri- 

tain .  .  c  36 

-What  were  to  be  the  good  Confe^uences  thereof.  36 

_ .The  Perfon  entrufted  to  carry  this  Treaty  to  London, 

embarks  on  board  a  fmall  Veffel,  which  is  taken  by  s.  French 
Privateer,  throws  his  Mail  over-board,  the  French  Captain 
promifing  a  great  Reward  for  its  Recovery  aNegro  Slave 
dives  and  brings  it  up,  and  it  is  earned  to  the  trench  Cour. 

who  make  a  proper  Ufe  of  it.  3 

Stanhope,  Earl  of,  his  Letter  to  Sir  George  Eyng  4*9 

_ _ Forms  a  Scheme  to  attack  Gibraltar,  and  with  an  Army 

comes  before  that  Place.  4^4 

Stanyan,  Abraham,  Efq;  appointed  one  of  the  Commiff, oners 
for  executing  the  Office  ot  Lord  High  Admiral.  987 

Sunderland,  Earl  of,  his  Letter  to  General  Stanhope  on  the  ta- 

kin<r  Port-Mahon.  T  '  , eu 

Supplies  granted  for  the  Year  1 7 . 5  for  the  Navy,  pretty  large 

the  Reafonwhy.  ...  ’o; 

■Granted  for  the  Year  1716,  what. 

171  !• 
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Sweden,  Difputes  with  them,  occafioned  by  their  Privateers 
taking  many  of  our  Ships,  and  confifcating  their  Cargoes, 
on  falfe  Pretences.  3^8 

— — What  thofe  Pretences  were.  ib. 

- Commerce  with  that  Country  forbidden  by  an  A&  of 

Parliament.  39^ 

—The  King  of,  enters  Norway  with  an  Army  of  30.000 


•And  was  killed  by  a  Cannon  Bullet. 


Swedes  take  Several  Englifh  Ships. 

—Withdraw  their  Fleet  into  one  of  their  Ports,  till 
receive  the  King’s  Orders. 

• - - - War  declared  againft  them  by  Hanover . 


Their  Minifter  Seiz’d  in  London  for  being  concerned  in  a 
Plot  againft  the  Government.  397 

-Make  great  Alterations  in  their  Government,  aflert 


their  Crown  to  be  ele&ive,  and  chufe  the  Prince  of  Hejfe 
for  their  King.  463 


TOL  LET,  Capt.  with  five  Men  of  War,  is  engaged 
by  the  French  with  four  Men  of  War,  whom  he  o- 
bliges  to  fheer  off,  but  they  take  with  them  five  Merchant 
Men,  which  were  under  his  Convoy.  1 1  o 

Toulon,  a  Defign  form’d  againft  it  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  firft 
in  Concert  with  the  Earl  of  Peterborough ,  afterwards  by  his 
Minifters  at  London ,  in  Concert  with  the  Duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough  >  2 1 

—The  Emperor,  at  this  Juncture,  inftead  of  furnifhing 
his  proper  Supplies,  employs  12,000  of  his  Troops  in  an 
Invafion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ,  againft  the  Opinion 
and  Entreaty  of  the  Allies.  21 

•The  French  in  the  utmoft  Confufion  at  the  March  of 


the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  Loulon  not  being  in  a  State  of  Defence. 

25 

~™A  Lift  of  the  French  Fleet  then  in  the  Port. 

2<  and  Notes . 
L  1  2  —  Ths 
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INDEX, 

— — The  Nobility  and  Gentry  thereof  com  their  Plate, 
and  pawn  their  Jewels,  to  pay  the  Workmen  employed  in 
the  Fortifications.  27 

.  -»*The  Siege  thereof  begun.  2.8 

The  Befieged  make  a  vigorous  Sally,  force  the  Duke  of 


W  U  /  /  -  - 

Savoy  and  his  People  out  of  the  Works,  take  Pofteffion 
thereof,  and  wound  or  deftroy  above  800  Men.  i b, 

- The  Siege  raifed.  29 

■Reafons  afiigned  for  raifing  the  Siege.  ih .  Notes . 

• - The  Confequences  of  this  Siege,  notwithftanding  the 

Mifcarriage,  proved  to  be  happy,  and  why.  3 1 

Turner,  Sir  Charles ,  appointed  one  of  the  Commiffionersfor 
executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral.  387 

Tonxmfend,  Lord,  informed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope ,  that  his 
Majeity  had  no  further  Occafion  for  his  Service.  399 

V. 

/  1 

VE  R  N  O  N,  Captain,  in  The  Jerfey ,  takes  a  French 
Ship.  173 

Vigo  taken  by  Lord  Cohham.  457 

Virginia  Fleet  taken  by  the  French .  163 

Under  down,  Capt.  receives  Advice,  that  the  French  were  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  Fiffiery  Northward  ;  goes  in  quell  of  them, 
and  deftroy s  their  Fiffiing  Neceflaries  at  the  Bay  of  Blanche , 
and  other  Places  ;  takes  and  burns  feveral  of  their  Ships, 

Boats,  &c.  53*  &c> 

Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  the  Event  from  whence  this 
Volume  begins.  1 

- - Impartial  Account  thereof.  2  fc. 

. - When  firft  propofed  and  defeated.  2 

• - Motives  which  induced  the  Queen’s  Minifters  to  pufh  it 

on.  .  lb. 

* - Advantages  propofed  to  each  Nation  therefrom;  2 

..  .  -  .  Propofed  firft  in  the  ,  Reign  of  King  James  I. 

2 

The  want  of  it  apparent  to  the  Englijh  Miniftry.  db. 
Some  Thoughts  of  it  the  Beginning  of  King  William's 

Time.  3 

-  Godolphin ,  Lord  High  Treafurer,  perceives  the  Expeai- 

diency  of  a  Union,  and  that  without  it,  the  Hanover  Suc- 
ceffion  could  never  etake  Place.  4 

In  conjun&ion  with  Lord  Somers ,  forms  the  Scheme  there- 

of.  5 

•And  takes  the  Advice  of  the  Earl  of  Stair ,  and  other 

great  Men  thereon.  ^  • 

0  •— i  What 


J 


What  were  the  Benefits  arifing  to  England  therefrom.  6 


—  The  Advantages  propofed  to  Scotland  thereby.  8 

—  Who  were  the  Oppofers  of  the  Union.  9 

—  The  Queen’s  Speech  thereon.  14 

— Commifiioners  appointed  and  when.  1 1 

•Articles  thereof.  ib. 


•Carried  both  in  England  and  Scotland  by  a  great  Majority. 


*3.  *4 

- - The  Oppofers  prevented  making  Objections  thereto,  by 

the  Wifdom  of  Sir  Simon  Harcourt.  13 

—  The  pafiingof  it,  a  mortal  Blow  to  the  French.  15 
Utrecht,  the  Treaty  thereof,  figued,  when  and  where.  227 

- - What  were  the  Advantages  gained  thereby.  231 

• - Proves  the  Caufe  of  high  Debates,  and  great  Dif- 

traClions-  381 


W. 


w 


AG  E  R,  Commodore,  arrives  at  Jamaica ,  and  re¬ 
ceives  Intelligence  that  Du  Caffe  was  failed  for  the 
Havannah ,  in  order  to  convoy  home  the  Galleons.  92 
- Receives  Advice  that  the  Galleons  were  failed.  93 

—  Difcovers  them  from  his  Top-maft  Head,  and  chafes 

them.  94. 

— -  Comes  up  with,  and  attacks  them.  95 

—  Takes  one  of  them,  and  orders  Captain  Bridges  and 

Captain  Windfor ,  to  purfue  the  reft.  96 


•Sets  the  Spanijh  Prifoners  alhore  on  the  Ifland  of  Baru , 
and  proceeds  to  J amaic a.  9  7 

-  Holds  a  Court-Martial  for  the  Trial  of  the  above  Cap- 


tains,  for  not  doing  their  Duty,  who  are  difmifled  from  be¬ 
ing  any  longer  concerned  in  the  Navy.  98 

- Receives  a  Commiflion  appointing  him  Rear-Admiral  of 

the  Blue.  gg 

—  Is  made  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red.  1  36 

—  Goes  with  a  Fleet  to  the  Baltick.  487 

—  Dines  with  the  King  of  Demnark.  488 

Returns  Home.  489 


Wager ,  Sir  Charles ,  fent  to  relieve  Sir  James  Wijhart  in  the 
Mediterranean.  387 

Walpole ,  Robert ,  Efq;  appointed  Secretary  at  War  in  the  Room 
of  Henry  St.  John ,  Efq;  '  65  Notes. 

Walpole ,  Mr.  on  Lord  Eownfend' s  Difmiflion  lays  down  his 
Employments.  39  ^ 

Walton ,  Capt.  his  fingular  Letter  to  Admiral  Byng.  428 

Whitaker,  Sir  Edward,  made  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red.  65 

—Left 


I 


index 

-—Left  by  Sir  John  Leake  foie  Commander  of  the  Squadron 
in  the  Mediterranean. 

— Sends  Part  of  his  Squadron  to  Piombino ,  who  chafe  fome  of 
the  Pope’s  Gallies,  and  threaten  to  bombard  Civitta  Vechia, 
which  brings  down  the  Pontiff’s  haughty  Stomach.  83 

- Sir  Edward receives  a  Letter  from  the  King  of  Spain  of 

a  very  extraordinary  Nature.  ^ 

- Takes  30  large  Veflels  laden  with  Corn  in  the  Bay  of 

h\-0  fe  s .  "  \  Z  ^ 

Is  made  Vice-Admiral  of  the  White.  x 


-  - - - . -  -  - —  I 

Wild,  Capt.  Baron ,  tried  by  a  Court  Martial  for  Negleft  of 
Duty,  found  guilty,  and  declared  for  ever  incapable  of  fer- 
ving  in  the  Royal  Navy.  ^03 


FINIS. 


This  Day  is  Pubhjh'd, 

\ 

/  % 

(To  be  continued  Weekly,  at  Six-Pence  each  Number ) 
New  General  History  of  ENGLAND, 


from  the  Invafion  of  the  Romans  under 


Julius  C te far,  to  the  late  Revolution  in  1688  ; 
including  the  Hiftory  of  the  Neighbouring  People 
and  States,  fo  far  as  it  is  connected  with  that  of 
England by  William  Guthrie,  Efq;  and 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  Death  of  the  late  King, 
by  another  Hand. 

To  make  this  Work  more  complete,  there  will 
beadded  to  it  Five  Dissertations-,  r.  Upon 
the  Dark  and  Fabulous  Ages  of  the  Britijh  Hijlory  ; 
in  which  will  be  contained  the  Earliejl  Accounts  we 
have  of  the  Hiftory ,  Manners,  Cuftoms,  Laws ,  &c. 
of  the  Ancient  Britons  and  an  Examination  of 
Credit  due  to  the  Englijh  and  other  Writers,  who 
have  treated  of  thofe  Times.  2.  Upon  the  great 
Revolution  of  the  Englijh  Government  under  Egbert , 
about  the  Year  828,  and  its  concurrent  Caufes! 
3.  Upon  the  Independency  of  the  Crown  of  Scot¬ 
land.  4.  Concerning  the  Norman  Engraftmenls 
upon  the  Englijh  Laws  and  Government.  5.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  Alienation  and  AcceJJion  of  Property , 
with,  the  great  Effefts  they  have  had  upon  our 
Conjlitution  fince  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIL 


.CONDITIONS. 

This  Work  will  be  comprized  (as  near  as  can  be  com¬ 
puted)  in  500  Sheets,  to  be  printed  on  a  good  Paper  and 
Letter,  each  Number  containing  three  full  Sheets,  and 
cover  d  with  blue  Paper ;  adorn’d  with  the  Heads  of 


Printed  for  T.  Waller,  at  the  Crown  and  Mitre  op- 
pofite  to  better-lane  in  Fleet-ftreet ;  where  Subfcrio- 
tions  are  taken  in,  and  by  all  Bookfellers  in  Town 
and  Country  ;  where  Propofals  are  to  be  had. 
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This  Day  is  Publi/h’d, 


(To  be  continued  W ? ekly  at  Six-Pence  each  Number ) 
H  E  Continuation  of  Mr.  GUTHRIE’S 


A  History,  Promifed  in  his  Propofals ;  or, 
the  History  of  ENGLAND ,  during  the 
Reigns  of  King  WILLIAM ,  Queen  ANNE , 
and  King  GEORGE  I.  Being  a  Suppl  EMENT 
not  only  to  Guthrie  •,  but  to  Rap  in,  Echard, 


&c 


After  the  following  Method,  <viz 


By  Way  of  TEXT,  the  plain  Matter  of  Fadl,  un¬ 
adulterated  with  Controverfy ;  and,  byWay  of  NOTE, 
all  the  important  Illuftrations  that  can  be  gather’d  from 
the  molt  Valuable  State  Tracts  of  thofe  Times. 

T ogether,  with  a  Sketch  of  the  Lives  and  Characters 
of  fuch  Minifters,  or  Members  of  either  Houfe,  as  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  active  in  the  Service  of  either  Prince 
or  People. 

The  whole  derived  from  the  belt  Authorities  (both  in 
Print  and  MS.)  with  fo  religious  a  Regard  to  Truth, 
as,  we  hope,  will  refcue  us  from  the  National  Reproach 
of  being  unable,  through  Party-Prejudice,  to  recount 
our  own  Story. 

And  to  be  introduced  with  a  Review  of  the  Reigns 
of  the  Two  Royal  Brothers ,  CHARLES  and  JAMES, 
in  which  are  to  be  found  the  Seeds  of  the  Revolution . 


By  an  IMPARTIAL  HAND. 


Talis  mihi  Hiftoricus  ejlo ,  ut  Metu  careat ,  Munerihus 
7ion  corrumpatur ,  liber  fit ,  dicendi  verum  Libertatem 
amet.  Lucian,  de  confcribend.  Hift. 

Each  Number  will  contain  Three  full  Sheets  in  Folio, 
Printed  on  a  good  Paper  and  Letter. 

iV.  B.  The  Work  will  be  illuftrated  and  adorned  with 
Maps,  Plans  of  Battels,  and  curious  Medals  5  which 
will  be  delivered  to  the  Subfcribers  gi'atis. 

Printed  for  F.  Cooan,  at  the  Middle  Temple-Gate  ;  and  T. 
Waller,  at  the  Crouon  and  Mitre ,  oppofite  Fetter- Lane , 
Fleet-Street ;  and  to  be  had  of  J.  Robinson,  at  the  Golden- 
Lion  on  Ludgate-ftreet ;  where  Subfcriptions  are  taken  in, 
and  by  all  Bookfellets  in  Town  and  Country  ;  and  alfo  by 
the  Ferfons  who  carry  the  News, 
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